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To the R E r B R E N 

Mr. JT E S L E r. 



SIR, 

I 

AS you makefo cotifiderMe a Figare In the en^ 
fmng Difcourfc, you may claim a Sort of 
Right to this Addrcfs ; 'which at length 
'waits upon you (us the Tomer , on Mr. Whit^eld) 
unjiaimdwfb the too common Daub of Flattery, and 
yet feepng due Regard to your Merits. 

My Third Part of this Compafifon was ready 
fir the Tre&ahove a Tv/drc-MonA ago: Sut the 
Publication was delayed, on Account of your Fifth 
Jotonaly and your Letter to the Author of the En- 
thaiiarm, &r. hoth of nMch Ivft the Light about 
the fame Tifue. This, with «oarious other Interrup- 
tions, hath prevented my earlier Appearance, and 
iikewife occafiontd no fmall Additions. 

Tou have acquainted us, ** that your Journals 4r^ t Journ* 
ia/Extra6ls from your larger Diary; it not being P"^<*« 
your hefign to relate all Particulars." The greater 
is the fity, fay L What a Curiofity hath the WorM 
loft! 

It is Matter offome Concern too, that, in general, 
your Journals came not out fooner, after the Fs^Sks, 
'^hiib they relate i and particularly your Fifth: 

b Which 



PREFACE. 

Which njDtu publifhed in the Winter, 1749; '^^ ^'^ 
latis Matters from "Stpttmhtr '^, I74i» to Oftober 
27, 1743. So that /even or eight Tears intervene^ 
But for this, no Douht, you hanje good ReafonSk 
For you appeal here to Fafts ; and bring your Evi^ 
den^e, <which might bofve been brougl^ immediately, 
at the Diftance of many Yews. Which muft be al- 
lowed to be a cautious and prudent Step. For fonn 
of tbt Pa^i^s concerned ptay probably ha*ve dicji i« ths 
Interfval : — Mary Circumftances (as a found 
Judgment and good Memory donU often meet) nuxf 
have been forgotten by your Difciples. In *whid» 
Cafes you are therefore under no Danger of being coji- 
tradidled ; and may relate as little, or as much, oi 
you fleafe. — Charaders of Ferfons^ and Variety 'of 
Incidents may ha^e been fo altered, thfit, after • a 
Qourfe of Tears y you may find it proper to change 
your Note ; and thereby be guilty of fewer Incon- 
fiftencies. Prophecies efpecially may have been utter- 
ed, in Ecftatic or Raging Fit^, of Things fhortly to 
be fulfilled. And then it is perfeBly right to <wai^ 
the Event; left Want of Accomplxfhment Jhould oc* 
cafion Shame. Prophecy (you vjellknoFw) is one of 
the necejfary Ingredients of Enthufiafin. Jnd th 
Predi6lions, if put off to a remote Event, vijould 
votferve an Impoftor's Purpofc, His Followers are 
too impatient and eager to ^y : They muft be firuck 
vuith' fomething near at Hand. And yet the precife 
lime, . Day or Tear of it, muft be too punctually men- 
tioned, for Fear <2/*Pifappointment. Tour Acquain- 
tance, Madam B^urignon, vuas fo imprudent, as to 
fix " the Millennium, or Day of Judgment, ivith- 
ift her own Day^ ; and fo nesir,. that within three 
Years wf ft^ould fee the Effeft of it.'' She hatb 
lesn dead about feventy Years, and thereby proved 

berfelf 



PREFACE, , 

terfdf 2l falfe . Prophetefs. Yw^ Str^ bawi hnn^ 
for fime Years^ a Dealer-out of the fame Prophetic 
Warnings : ** Behold! the Day of the Lord is 
come. -— Jt this very Hour the Lord is rolling awey 
our. Ref roach, ^"^ As your Reproach// not beginning 
to he rolled anvay, much lefs afpears any full Com* 
pletion ; hapfy joh have obtained an Inhibition ; 
or have Pofwer ta adjourn the Day of the Lord* 
from lime to Time, at your Pleafitre. By fucb Arti* 
iices ym may hope to efcape the Snare, into nvbicb a 
Brother Methodift -Teacher fell; ivho pronounced 
feremptorily, fome few Years agOy " that the Day of 
Judgment fhould come that very Year ; " but^ un^ 
luckiiys a Failure of Prophecy happening, . he *was put 
/0 Shame: — / mean, if he had any. You ivill 
have the Story anon, — 

In the mean Time take the foUoFwing Story from 
Aventine. ** At that Time [about nine Hundred Anjsal. 
Years ago\ there 'was a cxziy Woman, called Theo- W^ 
da, nvho, under the Direction of a Prieft, for the 
Sake of Lucre, and depending on the Credulity of 
the People, (ignorant Ferfons being ahways more fu- 
perftitious than religious) fet up for tkeGy^^ of Pro- 
phefying. She pretended Heavenly Vifions, Meet- 
ings, and CoDverfations with the Celeftial Beings ; 
andjoretoldy that the Day of Judgment Jhould come 
that very Year. Men, Women, and Children^ 
frightened out of their Senfes, flocked about her^ 
brought her Prefents, and begged her InterceiHon 
with Heaven; followed, adored, and ejieemed her 
infpired. But being brought before fome Biftiops, fie 

^[covered the wohole Cheat, in ixjhich fie nuas in- 
fituQed by the Prieft. For 'which fie only under'went 

theDi^ciplineofWhi^pj^mg; and was let go, to be 

aftemvardta public Laughing-Stock." 

h z Your 
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Tour (nvn FoIIotvers, in your lafl Journal, ^a^ve a 
Page f. 5^tfrf/»j'o«r Complaints: ** Some beginning to u/e 
their hWytxty as a Cloak for Licentioofnefs." / 
readily belie<ve it i and not only beginning, but run' 
P. 69, »*? great Lengths. — ** Tou difco^ered among them 
fttch Wiles of Satan, as newer entered into your Heart 
to etmcei've^'^ And htnJu could you exfeB better ^ after 
their being caught in your own Wiles ? — A pretty 
Chara£ter too yougi've offome of your Congregations, 
P» X07. ^ho bofve not yet known thefe Depths. " Preach- 
»©8. ing at Morva, I ohferved an earneft, ftupid Attention 
in the Hearert : — Not one convinced of Sin : — 
Others fitting huge Approbation, and abfolute Un- 
concern.-*^ / preached, in the Caftle at Exeter, to 
fuch a People as I ha*ve rarely feen, void bodi 
of Anger, Fear, and Love.** — Strange People in- 
deed to be loidof all three f — At another Place your 
P. 76. ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ mend: ^ At London / met the wild, 
flaring, loving Society.** — * All unaccountably flyangc 
Peoph / But not a ^uetrterfi unaccountable^ as when 
fhey amse to be varioufy xnetamorphofed by your 
inchanted Wand. 

What you ilhrow out agmnfi the DiiTenters let 

themfelvts anfwer^ But *whatyou barve tofs^ againfi 

tfff Brethren of the Church fljouldnot be paffedover^ 

P» 3a. '* ^M a Minifter refufidyou the Ufi of his Church, 

hcaufe the Biihop had forbidden him ; you exclaim 

horribly^ By what Authority am I fufpended from 

preaching^ By bare-faced Arbitrary Power.'* But 

is there not a Cauie ? Are there not many ? Do you 

think them fo in Love *with your Black Art, as to be 

fond of having themjelves, and Do^rinesy traduced 

in their own Pulpits ? Of permitting their Flock ♦ 

to be ftolen, or catch the Murrain ? — Tou can 

hardly obje^ to Vifioixs. And we are informed, 

^ « That 



J 
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«* That Mahomet had. a Vifion, ivberein he foFW hs ^^^^ 
Enemies moant his Pulpit^ and jump about in it p, ^.^ 
like Monkies." The Clergy have often feen fuch 
a Sights bare-faced^ and with their corporeal 
E/Qs. 

Another Complaint lies agidnft the Curate of £p- 
worth ; ntjho /aid, " Pra^ tell Mr. Wefley, / Jhall P. %^ 
net gi(u him the Sacrament. For he is not fitJ* 
Indeed, Sir, I take your Part here. (For I am deter- 
mined to aS impartially.) The Curate ^weu to blame. 
PoJJibly he might not think you arri*ved to Perfec- 
tion. But, on the other Haud, he ought to hofve re- 
membered your Dofbdne j that ** no Fitnefs is re^ 4 Joww. 
^red at the Time of Communicating, but a Senfe of ^' ^^* 
our utter Sinfulnefs ; every one, loho knows he is fit 
for Heil> being fit to come to Chriil in this Ordi- 



nance." 



But your worft Enemies, the nufi hateful of Men, 
are the wicked Moravians. There was a Time, 
ivhen ** theirs tvas the only Country of the Chri- 
fiians ; — *whenyou could not fee any of them, but your 
Heart burned within you j they were fome of the 
beftof Men; and (is it pojjible?) better by far 
than yourfelf, C^fr." But now, at length, nothing 
is fo wicked; nothing fo deteflable. After you had 
found out " their Guile, Hypocrify, Profanation 
of God*s Ordinances, Conformity to this World, 
Tenacioufnefs of their eifentially- erroneous Doc- 
trines, ^r. — then your Di/cipline and theirs «rf as 
nvidely different, as the Heavens are from the Earth. 
Nor is there any fo effeBual Bar in the World againji 
Moravianifm, ais pure Methodifm.'*" 5fl that now^ 
" there is no Connexion between you ; the Karnes of 
Moravians ^zx/Methodills are become fcandalous to 
each other ^'' And yet, in Sfite of the cffeftual Bar, 

b 3 you 



PREFACE. 

you an perpetually complaimug of Methodtfts tfoOoL^ 
dzing to the ftill Brethren ; gomg over in great Nuttt" 
hers to their eflentially-crroneous Dodrines. Which 
may he calUd a Prorfy that you art Me to foe En- 
fthufiafin a-gomg ; hut want the Jrt of ftopping «^ 
0i Fkaftare. 

Let meajk firiou/ly ; Are the Moravian Pnndpks 
and PraAices fo bad as you defirihe them f Why 
then do you make your/elf fo merry with your owb» 
nvho are fkduced hy them f Why are they packed tf- 
P« %%• 'voiy to HelL wth fuch farcaftical Sneers ? «< A Girh 
niohom I had often ohfervedy as heing in an eminent 
DegTH of a meiek and lowly Spnrit, remoks to them, 
Ahy my poor ftill Sifterf ^hou art an apt Scbote 
imbed t I £d not expeS this quite fo foon. — / r«/- 
led on poor Jofefk Hodges^ nvho, after *withftan£ng 
fo long the WHLe^ of the £nemy> has heen at laft in- 
duced, by )ns fatal Regard for Mr. Hall, to renotmce 
both my Brother and me, in Form. But he had per' 
feSly learned the Exercife of his Arms." 

I fee. Sir, you are an arrant Joker, a perfe^ 
Droll. Tou love to have the Laugh on your Side, 
'•^ivben you can get it. Tou home a Jeft at their 
Service, even when they are in Satan's Clutches : 

Phngentis popali currit deri&r Anubis* 

Sut above all, your Gall-bladder ehie/fy over- 

JUws upon their Bifliop, Count Zinzendorf : For 

Hjohofe Sake you have drawn a Parallel ; for 'which 

P» 67, I heartily thank you. " / read over that firpriz- 

ing Book, Tie Life of Ignatius Loyola ; furehf one 

of the greateft Men that ever nvas engaged in the 

Support of fo bad a Caufe. / wonder any Man 

JhouU judge him to be en Enthufiaft. No. But he 

knew 
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hgwthe Fitfh 'wiik wHmm hi tad to do^ JBtd 
frtihg 99t^ hk Cownr 2 ■ , luitk a fidl 
Ptrjkafiony thai Be might uie GvSiCf t9 from9ti the 
GI^ of God, or ('which he thet^ht the fiuue 
fhing) the Intertft of his Chmthy he aSed in edl 
Tkings confident with his Principles.^ That ye» 
have read the Life ef Ignatius, and even made it 
jeur Study, the World wll eafify believe % unlefi 
you have aSed voholfy by Sympathy ; — voiii per- 
httpi be iS^fid to ac^t you of Eftthufiafni, and for 
the fame Reafons : — And im/I certain^ Jee, that 
the Cap will fit anocher Head, hefdes that of the 
Coast ; and voiU caH to mind (he Story of the en- 
Tioas Many vnbo £d not care if he loft bodi his Own 
Eyes, fi that be could pick out one of his Enemy^s. 
But that is of little Moment, The Ambition of being 
thought a great Man,, and knowing the People ^voith 
whom you have to dff, ivill he fujficient Recompence 
for a bad Caufe, nfing Guile, or being called a 
crack-brained Bnthufiaft, by miftaken Perfins, 

But vjkat is the Quarrel with the Count } Onfy 
nvho Jhall be the greateft. Ton are Rivals, and 
Competitors. The Count luill not alJow you to ga- 
▼em. He is the principal Shetp'ftcdlci ; he kidnaps 
your Followers. The Di/pute is typified ify the Story 
of the Battle bettveen Apollo and the Dragon Py- 
tiion, nvho JhouU have the Direftion of the Ora- 
cle;— or that of three Anti -Popes at the fame 
Time, banmng and curfing one another for the Sake of 
the infallible Chair. Hence thefe inveterate Animo- 
fitics. Hence your ^ reciprocal Anathemas " of 
Preaching another Gofpel, — leading to Damna- 
tion: The Devil, as Mr. Whitefield afures us, ft and- 
'*»? clofe by, and blowing the Coals." Proceed in 
your Contention^ e^cercife your Arms j try the Point, 

' vihicb 
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^hUb of yw bath moft " Subtlety, £va&>n> and 
Difguife;" *vohichflfall be the moft " dofe, dark, 
and referved ;'* mibichjhall dranv moft Woodcocks 
into the Snare. *rhe World *wiil foan be comjimedj 
that you are alia Pack $/ wild Fanatics, — aut illad 
quod dicere nolo. 

Go Oft, and build Chapels. One may he dedicated 
Lucian, to the God Proteus, (as ijjas in the Days of Paga- 
Vol. 3, nifin) famous for beir?g a juggling Wonder-monger, 
Hdtz, and turning him/elf into all Shapes : — Another td 
P* S^S* the God called Catius, becaufe be made Men fly and 
cunning as Cats. Tou ivillfnd fome Worfhippers : 
The People with avbomyou have to do, you kno'w, <ivil/ 
Macrob. zdoYCyou ; for the fame Reafon that " the -^gyp- 
J;**>* '• tians did their Bull Apis ; becaufe renowned for Mi- 
racles, and every Hour changing its Colour.'* 

L ivill not be much Trouble, to add a few more 
Particulars concerning this fame furprizing Bealt, 
Plin, (God, / nvould fay) Apis. " He was to ha*ve cer- 
JJ?^* tain peculiar Marks j which, when complete, were 
Lib.'?. Nine and Twenty in Number: And thefe diftingui/b- 
Cap. 18. able only by the Priefts and holy Prophets ; not to be 
HiRot^ ^ffderftood, or even difcemed, by ignorant and profane 
An. Lib. Eyes. [The frecife Number of Mtt\iod\&ic2X M2ixkA 
II. Cap. yo^ Iffunfj beft : And you bi^e charged me both nvitb 
Amm. Ignorance and Profanenefs, concerning them.'] When 
Marcel.1 jjjj Holinefs was confecrated,, he was provided with 
Cap! il! *^^ Apartments, ivhich they called the Chambers ; 
in one of which he portends horrible Things, in the 
other joyful. In this latter, upon Occqfion, is admit- 
ted, for his Diverfion, a beautiful Heifer, having the 
fame Marks with his own — He could do Miracles, 
and foretell future Events, by changing his Spots 
and Colours. — When led out among the common 
' Herds, he was attended by fome gamefome Boys, 

who 
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wJ^ feurtd out Prophecies in Firtue of Ms Lifittenee, 
and e*vtM tht Herds h$cam Enthufiaftic and Prophe- 
tical. •— He nuas honawred with Hymns and Sacri- 
fices ; femedfv h a» mteUigenC Creature ; to lovi 
Adoration, and reaivt Homage with Plea/wr, — 
He recei'ved bis MtsA Jrom the Hrnids of his Worlhip- 
pers ; hut ivouid turn bis Tail to tbofe be did not like, 
[It 'Will he my Fate to heJoJem;ed.'\ One thing 'was 
remarkable in this da&ed Brqte; he nmfi he horn of Heroaof* 
a Heifer thai bad been (faiick down with Lightning. ^^- S- 
[This you, 5^, and Mr. Whitcficld, tell us was the '* 
Cafe offi^ersl Mediodift Females.] jind when be 
died, (for die bis Godlhip muft as well as other ^P^ 
homed Cattie) th^f were never long in finding out n^* ,g* 
another with fimilar Marks ; the Daemons foom Cap. 5* 
fnff lying them with a Soccefibr/' 

Jt would he beefing eUfer to my. Hitb'-Page^ if I 
tould fitch a Comparifoa fioom the P(^*s Bolls. 
nefe% jom weO Jtmw, weew literally, mere BvXMa ^ 
the Sealsof papal Aiftniments. ** Jf thejf be Letr CW. 
im of Grace, /i6r Bubble /iii^m£lkcftTfareadfs j^^ 
ifthiy be LeCteffs of Juftitte, and £xeciitt)ry, tie 
Bubble // bung by a Hempen Cord.** 

Tou are resufy, no doubt, to exclaim once more, 
^ What is ail this to mef Doth this frove me to bo 
an Enthufiafl?** — Jndl begin to ftar that my Com- 
fftumcation *witb Methodifm batb bad bad ^b^ % 
that my Head is thereby fomething difi)rdered, and my 
Brains s^n the Ramble. But I nmfi proceed as well 
as I can. 

More out of ibis taft Journal (fraught with the 
ujual Lading of Vanity, great Pretentions, Bxor* 
ctfms, and other Oftentation of Miracles) will 
he brought to the Touch-Aone in the enftdng TvbSc^ 
And, I hope, you will take in good Fear^ a few gea^ 

tic 
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rfe Strifiurcs from the Hand of a Stranger ; njcrhict 

nuill he better than for Rival-Saints to he hacking 

and gafhing one anothei* fo unmercifully. Be 

Stilling- governed hy the foHonmng'^ycaxtt^t', ** OneHenry^ 

y ^*' a Cluniac Abbot, made a Rule, that the Monks 

p. 195/ Jhouldhe Jha'ved by a fecular Barber ; hecaufe^ nvhen 

they Jha'ved fhemfehveSi it ivas not Shaving, hut 

Flaying, Chronic. Cluniac, p, 1670.'* 

Tour Letter to the Author of Enthoiiafe re- 
mains. But I amfimething at a lofs <what to fay to 
fuch a Medley of Chicanery, Sophillry, Prevarica- 
tion, Evafion, Pertnefs, Cdnceitednefs, Scurrility, 
Saucinefs, and Eifrontery. Paper and Time Jhould 
not he 'wafted on fuch ^tuff. And yet I begin to feel 
a Spice ^^ Vanity, and entertain no mean Opinion 
of my Pamphlets ;. feeing (as Mr. Whitefield fpeaks 
in his own Cafe) ** they have ferVed a good Pur- 
pofe, " by dranving out the true Spirit of Mr. Joha 
Weiley. In this Performance your Temper appears^ 
naked and undifguifed ; fo- as almoft to perfuade the 
World f that you are no Enthufiaft; at leaf thai 
there is no Enthuiiafm here. ^^I am not fo clear in 
that Point. For Enthufiaim, however innocent at 
the firfi fetting outr ufually and naturally^ runneth 
into Trick, Bitternefs,. and Ferocity; efpedally 
nuhere it catchetb a fuitable Difpoiition. II he Cho- 
ler, by Fermentation^ will ff on become Aduft; will 
turn black and bitter, overflow and burn,, and 
"boil, and rage, and Hink, like Pitch. Such wot 
the Enthufiafm of Madam Boungnon; (whofe 
Expreffions you feem fond of Copying) who once 
morefleps in to your AJpfiance. She was a Woman 
of a Choleric,. Pcevilh and Morofe Conftitution ; 
which heightened by Enthufiafm eaJUy infpired her 
wth thofemoft excelleat Chriftian Sentiments, in 

her 
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J&/T Light rifen in Daiknefs. ** Many /ay, that I Part 3. 
cannot bear Contradidion. — And they are mt to ^*** '• 
contradidl me by their Writings. For the Holy 
Spirit ought not to be controuled." — ** / ^was fur^ Part 4. 
frifed to hear you ivas offended at my ujtng fharp ■ *** *3« 
Xianguage ogainfi fome Perfons* ' Believe me, I 
think this to he one of the grcateft Graces, that God 
has giiien me, — / hlefs God ^who has given me 
Anger to oppofe Evil ; and I lAjiU fight againft it 
even njuith Anger and Fury; not heeding 'whether 
you, or any of you, approve of my Procedure, or 
no.^^ If I turn angry, and am fo rude in my 
Words i thefe very things are Teilimonies of the 
Spirit of God. — A Sozil }oJ/i//ed vuitb the Spirit of 
God ought to have its Paflions more livdy than 
Any other Per/on voho is pojfejfed voith his own 
Spirit ; voho is not allowed to fuffer his Paffions to 
jeign." — I vjould almoji fay, nuhat a Vixen hathfet 
you a Copj ? 

Crudelis Mater magis^ an Puer improbus ille ? ' 

What novo is become of ** the harmlefs Metho- 
did ? The Man vuho keeps his Mouth as it were 
with a Bridle ! The Saint vohofaid, ' Let me fpeak. 
as a little Child ! Zet my Religion be plain, artle/s, 
fim^lel Meeknefs, Temperance, Patience, and Love^ 
— be thefe my higheft Gifts ! ' — When- are voe /*. 
fee the real good Fruits of your New Birth? Of 
that * ipotlefs Perfedlion, that is fromifed to you 
all ? ' Horvo leng are vje to*ivait for your Noflrum, 
the grand Operation, of exalting (through the Fur- 
nace) the bafefl Metals into Gold ? Hitherto you 
may Join iffue voith the difappointed ]twsi **. We 

Jiave been with Child^ we have been in Pain, we 

hav« 
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have as it were brought forth Wind : We have iwt 
ivrooght any Deliverance in the Earth, neither 
have the Inhabitants of the World fallen.^ !&• 
iherto jour Progrefs is 4hat of a Crab, &rt&fy back*^ 
M^ards. "Nor can I difcem any Perfedlion — - ^«(/ /sir 
Perfeaion of Jfefuiti&i. <' Ob! what a Fail is 
here?'*'' Honv pervarjly has your primitive Saint- 
ihip, your dove-like Simplicity, bien hatching tJie 
Cockatrice^s Eggs, and weaving the Spider'i 
Web? What a Change from pure Nothingnds 
into ftri'ving to hi every Thing ? What a Dwind- 
ling into a Great Man ? There was a Time offuch 
Mortification and Self-denial, that you hound your* 
« Jourii. felf by a ^« repeated Refoladon, ne'ver more h 
J*J^ ffeak a Tittle of worldly Things." But, •• not- 
p, ,•/ 'withfianding thisy [/hey are your ofwn Words^ you 
have often fnce engaged therein.'*^ — There *was a 
Time, tvhen (like St. Francis, who made himfiJ^ 
Wives and Mifbeiles of Snowballs) you was in 
Laft Love with ** Froft and Snow ; when you Imd you 
^^' dBFum on the Floor, andjkft fiundiy ; ijoben you he- 
lie^edi you Jbould not need to ^ Xo-heA. anf more^ as 
it is caUedP At lengthy even a warm Bed will not 
Jerve, without a comfortable Bed-fellow. JButy 
far as lean obferve^ this is the Wity of you alL Ali 
are of the Fsxaaly of Love. Jnd thus «« Satan 
finds you are fhaking ^ H^gdom, and making Mo- 
thers in I£rael.^* "Nor are there wanting among you 
much worfe and more pR^gnant Proofs of venereal 
Enthafiafm; the firange Mixtures of Debauchery 
and SanSity, 

Ton hafue bragged^ with the ppoad Pharifee, 
1 Joum, " ^y Wayi'are not like other Meies Ways \ — Gime , 
p. 67. me where to fiand, emdl ytiU fMethe Earth: -^ 
3 Jourat l^ emd my Brother, are unt^ceptionabk on all Ac- 

count r. 
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mntS''^ Of Experiences, thai the Senrant mght U 
Of his Mafter» ivithout mrf Comtptiom^ &€.** Bui 
*-All ihall fpeak, and faf unto tha^ Art thou alio I^ 
become weak as we? Arttlioti become tike unto 
oS ? Thou haft faid, I will afcend into Heaven i I 
wOl be like the Moft High. They that fee thee 
ihall narrowly look upon thee, and conilder thee ; 
faying. Is this the Man that made the Earth to 
tremble, that did fliake Kingdoms ? 

Suth^UI ** I Jhall run myfeif wt of Breath 
again, I fiaU once -more ie charged tvith Jetting 
e^e the New Teflament, or not adverting to it, in 
tVTfting my FaiAphlet.'* Did J nenoer read thofe 
ScriptareJnftances, ^compafiing Sea and Land 
to make Profelytes ; — « of ftraining at a Gnat, andi 
(Wallowing a Camel ;^- of founding a Trumpet, 
and dien praying in the Synagogues, the Streets, 
and die Market-Places ; — devouring Widows 
^Houfes, and for a Shew makii\g long Prayers i 
^ of Fafters vnth a i!^ 'Countenance ; •— — out- 
wardly whited Sepulchres; but fall of dead Men's 
Bbnes^ * and all Undeannefs ? ffll/ I not admit 
thefe for Parallels ? — Upon Recoiled ion^ I helieve 
there are fuch Inftances. And I tviff he fi free 
with my Friend, as id a/lm jou to fnqke thehefi 
efthenif and tiding tklfm to Account, 

'AigF, / douht,^* 1 ^B even run into a Self- 
Contradidl^on. Tor Juftice calls upon me to give 
a frefli Spedniien of jgir Prowefs, of your Mar- . 
tial E&tibuiiafin» fy producing the Challenge yoa 
feni me ; *whiiA ymtf he good Proof of that He- * 
roic Sa»Wty» neceffary for a Papal Canonizatibn.'* 
•* li h fiiie/Sir, jou Jhould leave your Sculking^ Letter, 
thee. Come^outj md Ict^us look each bthet in ^' ^^' 

yoL, II. c tiic 
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tke Face." .— Tom map perhafs hrand ^i^kc « 
Coward. Bta 'really^ ' Sir, *iam no Hercules. Tom 
Itntyw the Stcij'e/Bisfiittit^ *wit% ^ Antaeonift* 
^iViW bad the Gift of trimsforpang mm/elf into all 
^z^i. 'U^en the hcro^ thouj^yhta^ 
fafk^lhe'^jUpsttrough his Tippers Tn ^theousi^ oi 
Water ;''^ tlascltih out tn' the Affirm '^o/.Tut : ^Tiei 
hi roars, foams,' ana years the Groima, in t^ejt*^ 
ijiareof a wild^ull': Laftt^, ii fets a tui^V, darts^ 
his forked Tongae, /hits aH hisVor^mt and then 
gUdesavD€pf, tn the Siiape of a SerjpNent. Sojbat 
/ mn /atrlj , mdke this ^a ' PreHipinary. ^ ArA«0'O9 
ffiovriy, Simpfinr. yourfcif, and be one Thinifi:; 
-~ A/ /i&^w $s Jttfl jnore tmmedtt^e uanger. For 
ceriatny jou kvouJd not %ai;eyour * i^incerity TufpeAx 
cd^ <^i&«ff, motmhng your tnunrDh^I Chanotw yoi 
•^Uaft'y' and fryViaoryy tn'hipving liid" fuch* 
Numbers flat on the Ground, by. Dint of es feva 



cxpreffiblc Agonies.**^ & m/? S « iofd Mats. 
/iW <u;/i/ venture to look you Ui the Face, thoitfh 
esnended nuitb bts Seconds. 

If. /i truifyou are fomehmt Jjs jpod at ^^'^Z^, 
jwi^ Triends k tiberty^ emJ^reft^e tSi^^ *^J^^t 
ddtf and Pcke.^ . j^^i/yS^^ « one asJam^i^Jl 
if hofe to mmt this^ Favour your Hassdsz b 
«wZr be tn njasn /« beg Qnjirter. 

f tff / am wt fmv entering into a DtfaiJ tf tjk0 .. 
honible and^ft^ng XEings.' fh^l wilf, fM^.t^ 
• colifid^Me/Fartofthi^fbl^ PaifipUet. ' 

J6t4 )f ywr ^own Accounts be.trut.^^^'if ^§9ur 
Ftfw^ /fl tbnmt your FqUowces tntp ^ Coj^arfimtf^ 

dmutjim^ Voriehof unkcbuAtaUe JDiroi4^9 
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\md thn t^rfMsmiim {igdin:'** ^^If this hi 
tin Cajey ana' you wn not brouzbt to hold up your 
Hand at thf: Bar^ you aro much opliged to the 
iate ASl of ParliainenV, which re fcsiedih^'Czsn 
^ggatA Witchcraft, fheughf if 1 mfiah'not% 
there is fi'dl w Exceptioi) as to the White Witche((, 
\he Recoverers, ioho undo nfihai Satan and the 
Black W\id[ie& have dm, H^th Regard to theft, tbi 
Statute is unrepealed. 

ne hare RelaQoi^ of fuch Miferies, nfiAiA yo^ 
^are proud bf infliffing, is fuffickrtt to ** mak» 
'even iric (as you /p€iak) fail into .Scrioufncfs."'* 
Aid. yet ferhaf>s Roos^ enough nvi^ he found for 
w« >« a6lVour Mummeries andFarces^ and maie 
tf ndicmous^ f '£[fM«; 

. (he a^Ioiable Muiojitunp (angsj^ me, n»hich 
I Btow noi'how to Jhaie of. f* fw take YOur letter, 

eavc fl/^ «w, and nutll bame nothsng to fay to ^ me, "^ ^^ 
unlefs I *wiU fct my Name to my 'I'hirii Part." 
Upon thij^ Condition^ there is a frof^Q of ^Admif 
fan to your goibd Graces, and I^fnay hope for your 
future Coirefpqndencc ; and (according to your .Be" 
pinm<iur towards another Adverfary) •* you tviiJ d^ 
'me Honour iefore the People,'^ Which puts me iu 
"Mind of t^e Cafe of one ** Mafcarenius, <who had Fnnc* 
ffrongly bppofed tlie Society of Jeiuits. St, Xavief ^""^^'^ 
appeared to him one Nighty hut *with his Back 
turned upon him. to 'whom Mafcarenips faid^ 
* My good Saint, *why dofi thou not turn thy 
Face towards m ? * Xavier replied^ * Be . chapj^-- 
cd antQ ai;^ot|)ier Man, an^ then I will turn my 
Face to tjice." 

c a If 
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If you nulU txcufe me inmaidng you the Imagi; 
•fa Jefuit^ hecttufe I cannot Jielp it, 1 iMtli h 
more open aleut my Helpers^ (*winch gives you 
Jome ^olitiiude) ' fairly telling you nvho thiy are^ 
jfnd. tbiTiy I p^fuade myfelf^ you 'will entertain no 
mean Opinion^ t^em. 

In the frfi Place ft and your good Self and 
Ailbciates ; ivho home fupplied me nuitb fucb am- 
ple Materials. 1 hate little more Houour them 
that ' of being an Echo, rebounding your own 
Worfs. In the fecond Rank ft and my Parallel 
from Pagan, Heretical, and Popifh Enthufiafb 
and Impoftors. Get the better of ^ourfilf and tjjefij^ 
emd I fubmic. 

Should Satan tempt you to break your Rale of 
f 3ence ;; or Choler be fo predominant, as to force 
you, upon another A^iwer i. h fo wife as to fot- 
low my Advice. 1 think you *unll\ becaufe \t 
hath been your Manner; and that you n/iiU Uftef 
U a Friend^ 

% 

4 

Qui monet ut facias qaod jam facis^ 

jfs to the moft material Obje£tion89 or unanfwer- 
able Points, take no manner of Notice of them : 
When the Shoe pinches, pretend you do not feel, 
though fometimes you may be allowed to twift, 
wince, wriggle, Ihift, and prevaricate ; or wear a 
Mafic, and put on the Cloak of Sandity. 

But be efpecialhji watchful, and mark diligently^ 
nvhether your Opponent advanceth any Thing that 
xrnot in his Tide-Page J it being abfolutely necef 
fary that the Title-Page Jkould contain e^very Word 
and Syllable of the fubfequent Book : -— Or, if' he 
fhould happen to^iftake the Page in his Quotations, 
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ir ttfk ^vnSk hat all :— Or lau tali U tit your 
Bead tojfancy he has ^J[endea againfi Grammarji 
«r 'tt^f*, «^' ,19 ttodi.fehgli^^ as Jrourfelf: — 
JMrr* fiicK dife '«/«« &». Ci/ri iim in om of 
fKfi enormous CiiihesV in^ thin wu Sand clear 
.«/" all Dimci£|(ies ; jjmfr Adverfaxy is entirely con* 
lated;, «)sr^ Methodifm is white as Snow. 

\j:^ "^/^Ij^: G^>» «/ brajg^g qf yoi^ 
fceq^cnt Piiyers, of yow Mira^^^ the Number 
of year Adherents; and your Influence over them*. 
©«r // is lihly fime Perronet or other tvill &- 
•ffi*'' «»J!J»/^f ^«w Coinpliment, «zi;//it «u;>J/Vi& 
Jc/i&fr JDo^a decotdief^ tn ht$ Sennoni the Foun.* 
^«:6? die Jefuitsj « In thefclaft Pays Godiatli 
ixiia* unto OS by his Son Ignatius." Or^ if jon 
(%?. .^^'j J^W^ ^ l^car, ji^ may recite, tie tkter ot 
dfiiie^ Sylvius to Cardini^ FirmVn : " BrotHer' Martyr, 



a great Cdmmoticm. n$ Chief Pontiff ot^Vi^/ to 
wiw^ W cmfortthS.'whojnen^ fwefrof the 
Komani ChufchV ^^i^/ /io/ yjiij' jxthis Jphn, nmtb 
Ri Brcthrieh,' ni Sidj that bath dm Senfe 'untl 

' J^fr# / ^ exanane ^ the fTntinp, tf»^ whole 
iilwvioury rf thelhii^od^^ltheDifon^^ 
'fr^ •'^ '*'^ ^* 9mmoaerate Len^: , And / r^ivAf 
^^ too hanle doiito, my Paraliyi. fiut hotb 
/ouf Friendsl and niine, nAiill think enough i^^/i 
l«» -Af^« 15*^* ^-il? W^a/f, however y I reckon it, 
fi>\ /w; hmmden Duty Jblemnly to declare, — that | 
pAefe ilcthodifm (however innocVnt in its Coi)* 
ecpdon-aa^ J&Ula)" to b^i bretf grd^diily 'd^ 
; ' ' ' c 3 ^7/. 



PR E,P. A CE.- 

ifiUfijtnty nurfed up inU a Syftem of foleixm Iiff' 
©oftarc : — 7bat I fit nothing in this Difpenfatioa 
tnus managed, htt. luhai lies in common nvitb tBi 
mofl frantic and peftilent Fanaticifins, that have Jo 
often foijoned the Chriilian World \ nothing that is not 
drinking up the very Dr^gs of Popery in particular r 
^That (notijuithfianding your (iy Infinuatiooi of 
having to do <witB\ a Middletoman and Andfcrip^ 
torift) the-- undoubted Revelation, cmiaimd in the 
lively OracFcs of Holy Scripture, is my foFe Rule 
of Faith and Manners ; and my Reverence Jiir 
thofe facred' Writings i$ ^ouvd cAoui my Heart 
For vuhicb very Reajon^ I ihould (as mstcB as in m& 
Iw). prevetH their Honour fl«^' Authority from her 
tngexpofedto^zOTtihy the Mockery, Traveffie,'^and' 
^iirlefque of Methodifm/' * Therefore, ivh'erever i 
J^nd a great Strefs laid upon fome imagmary, ihitgni« 
^cant, or unintelligible Peculiariti'es ;— ^i^<r Word of 
God turned into a Conjuring Book; — the Divine 
Ordinances. f/Vi&^r lightly efieemed^ or imputed' to (hi 
DeyilJ -**. g6o8 Works either uhdervahedy, or troddeii 
under Foot^i — Wild -fire dimgeroujfy tojfed 'ahqkty in* 
fead of that lA^t which came down from Hea* 
.yen \'— -puffy Pretenjons to extraordinary Revela^ 
tibhs, Tnfpirations,* uiurpihg the Nam^ of the .Holy 
One ; *with perfonal Con^rences with Qod^ Face 
\d Face i -^ enthufiaflic Ranters comparing themr 
feties 'with Fr^phets and Apoflles, if not *wit$ 
Chrill* himfelfi — ^ the mofi vaild and e^trxiwagakt 
JBehavioiir, the Phrenfles of a cRj^urbed Brdin^ or 
deUtded Magihationy ' the BffeSis of Fits,, of a <weai 
Jffead, of^d/feajed Body, all turned into fo many Tefts 
ind Marks of Saintihip ; -*- the Spirit of Pride 
and Vanity poffejjlng the Leaders j a Spirit of 

' EhVy, 
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Xnvjr, Rancour^ Broils^ ami implacAbli Ammo/buO^ 
Jaflnng each other in Pieces ; a Spirit of Bittemefi 
and Uucharitabknefs tvwarJs the rejt of Mankiiuli 
^^aFrogrefs through liamor^iXyx Sceptictfin» Infi^ 
delity, Atheifm, through fpiritual Defertlons, De« 
fpair, and MadneTs* maJe the Gate of PerfeAion ; 
^«i-im^inary New Birth to he brought to fafs hy 
ISiom of real Tortures, of fome of the moft exquififi 
PangI and SufFerings that cair offeB Human Na* 
ture : — IJ^9 luhere tbefe are founJ^ and many mori 
eauallj horribUy one mt^ cafily Mfcem a wide Dif- 
urence between. Juch a Difpenfatibn and' genuine* 
Kdj'g^n';, — Afau<//'tfi/i^/ bungling Hand that U 
pibftituting the former in the Place of the otherl 
One may eafily dtfcem n^hat Stranger^ fuch Incon- 
fiftent Ramblers muftbe to the true Devotion, at welt 
as Comforts, of a fedate, compofed Piety -, to a 
iim Belief of our Maker' and Redeemer, and con* 
fiant Reliance upon Providence % to a fieady Courfe of 
fincere, habitual, and anaffieded B^liglon; to the 
cherijhing of a warm Love of God in the- Heatt^^ 
and wpUtcmpercd Zeal, for the Truths of hir 
mipired Word, and this proved' by the Love of our 
Neighbour ; — to a general Objemfonce and Attend' 
once on the Means of Grace, emd a well>^ound«b 
Hope of Glory. — Go^ and comfare the Chaff witli> 
Ae Wheat. 

Nor ar$ thi evilTisndencies of Kfethodifm in the 
leafi ^minified by being covered lAjith the Cloak ot 
Sanctity, and ornamented with the Trappings £^plau« 
iible Artifices, and fair Pretences. Thej^ may help 
toj^ead^tbe DelufioQ^ b*^ ^re a high Aggrava^n 
of the Crime. 

The Cafe is thefam$ in the ofientatious Declarationi 
y* pco^e^ing, cafting out Devils, the Gift of 

Healingy. 
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Spirit (ul^ici^u^, ^0 ^r/»^ ii !6.epr6ach a^^ Si^^ 
on the Prophecies ahd Klirades whlcli e]flafil|iE 
tEe Ihfpiration pt the cv6rla(tin4' Gofoel. ' BiU 
ihus it muft Si, Tiife are ufuaF and nec^iTary Ed' 
Mnes df Eair-&rained Ehthuflafis/ HA crafty Im- 
ppiiors, for liiorking ufin iheVsiQionsot y/eak, cre- 
dulous, or diftenipercd i'copli. fFhile itiretar^g iw| 
^h People in the Worldy a deceitful Worlccr nvitl 
iafce/ail offome Degree of Succefi : And if -great 
BJifchlcf he not the Confe^pence^ it is owTng to that 
jrovldcntiar Being, who fruftratethtfic^Tokens ii 
Ljrarsy aha maketh Siviriers inad. 
,' tf^ien yott hjawe confidered tkeje 7 kings thoroughly^ 
a a iober an^ difpailiona'te State of Mmi^Jou fiAnU 
taii itetifn to account me, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

TO U may oh/efvii Sir, thai 1 hcevi talfn a 
F/ew of Methodifm on the brighteft Si4e^ 
€mdin the bell Light : $ecaufi tiavi iuken 

n^ Matetial9» eiimofi ivbeUyt frtm its moft cekbrated 

Pneachen. Wen nvs to defctnd t9 tbi Tenets and 
'Actions of jour Under-Teachers, anjm$ft obedient 
^Followers, '« What a ^ctne fwould bi htr$ Sfilofid V^ 
^A few Inftanas of tbi » Nature tvi/I afpear in tbs 
fotknmng DifcooHe. Otu fnon^ being an Affidavit* 

fbai *uiiy lately was put into my tiandit I Jhall berk 
fu^oin. And I am credibly infprmidf tbai ^berfuctf 

I>o£b:ines apd Tta^ 9^ be fion colk&ed^ eitber 
.fronftdupon Oatb^ or otbirnmfe we11«atteftcd, fufici- 

eifnt to make a reasonable Volume. — k m^ ki 

right to have a Corps .de Referve. 

*» The Information of fhmas tovelU ofStole-Da" 
mere/ in the County ofDe^on, Sail-maJter, taken 
before me the ^sth of May, A, D. 1747. 

^ This Informant on his Oath 'voluntarily faith^ 
That be formerly attended the Meetings of tbofe Per- 
Jons *wbo call tbemfihjes Methodiils, being ittFvited fi 
' to do By one of their Preachers, calledCrownley : And 
that tbey di*vide them/elves into different Clafles, ivbert 
they meet at private Hbufe* : That a Hufband and 
Wife cannot he of the fame Clafs, nor Father and 
Son, nor a Brother and Sifter. That they often, 
pretend to receive the Spirit/ e*^ /^O' ^^ receive it 
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fas thejf ^Jl^ Jump ahui the Jtmh tmdajk 
iflSeydo not fcc^'Splrtl. "ZtSdlT^'Hlf" 
informed^ that am Jofeph Peten, ^ ihi fnd 

denies, but htfin *wm a nterj reaiboable Pfrfi$)\ 
reported be nvas in a Trance, or ^etf Sleep* ijuk 
WXin^ejl loppeareii'lo'imf ^and ifbld tim, /^ jS^l 
"go h bfi'VloX^iLCT, qnd'hring'ber tnto tbi "Society OL 
"Me^»Ms'; %id, ')f]&i refufed, ^be pcuUlall hcr 
\AiidU'dt'^eltiFNiiHy^thnptedto cut h'^r fKi^t, % 
^ie is inforkid. %id tbat tttt^tif^Xofeatb l^eetJ^ 
yfitr tSey bavi friyed afier ibeir Manner i^'d fm 
yts^tt ^ottOied ^brii^ frofn'atl pre/ent, Jbrkvll 
'ibey'AcMnt to the f reSitlteh, Hibo come at fim 
frimdiJhtntPtaces, ^bat at fi^e Meetings be BiUi 
^n^tin dnii f^iinfrtjentf njoken ^oih'en bd<ve % 
idJ^enj^ihybe 'Rooms '*wbere ^tby ««/, land 'earn 
1fk/^ BedChJMers, '^ind ilrkim'npan %i^'i 'ijM 
V^ iMie i^^n fits, ir.^VnV %V&^^^t£c 
%M i?led^ dfihejame Time, ^zh t^em'amefyin;^^ 
Spiiit was entering t&Tottfein. ^jitd W&t % imH 
kmwnjrveral of tkem IfOfUf tbeir Work and Labosti, 
py 'wbicb tbey and tbeir Families 'were to be, fuppartet 
to attend the Runagate Preachers : An^that in, th 
• The Yapd * 'mawf of tbem bane drawn Workmen from 
^°*^ J. tbeir Labour to preach to tbem, to the great Btn" 
iDouth. drance of the King's Works. 7bat he baib fn* 
-quently himfelf contributed to tbeir CoUedlion, but 
knows not bow the Money is diffojed of, Tbat there 
are now at Dock eleven Leaders of Jo numy Afferent 
Claffes. That he hath frequently heard Crownley, 
and William Drake, who is aljb one among them, 
"and. federal others, affkrt, tbat after they have re- 
ceivea the Spirit they cannot iin ; and if they com- 
mit 
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nk aay Sin, it is only an Enor in roch ; and Itt 
ton do whaterer they pieafe after their Adoption, 
however finful the Aft is, they are fore to be fii?ed 
notwithftaading. 

Thomas LorelL* 

TdUm befin m^ iii Dof 
J. Snow.** 



^ Mem. Jofeph Peten, i^ tMi^ mntb « 
Clergyman of the Church of RngJand, ««» cm- 
ndnctd that his Vifion *was m Diabolical Ddofion, if 
m^ Tinng. Hi reahvtd tbi Sacrament^ mud /amid 
weU'mY&iStxiktfirfomiimt hii JMfilbmi 
tbi Methodifts: Ami^ afm m fccond Vifion, bi 
4^mn tfl/M^/i/ lolling hia Mother, mid aOtudfy iec 
theHonfisonFire; md wot fint mwy to m Mad* 
honfe.** 

TUs mt^f ht m griot tmafurif firui for «v An- 
fvm to tbq/i *wio iufmrt. What IS theRelJi^oa of 
Methodifin? 
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SECT. L 

COMPARISONS, 'tis fiud, are 
odious, Thofel'have -drswn have pro- 
bably been fo to the MethoMfis ; and, 1 
amfure, tmubleibmeto mTTelf. But, having al^ 
Tcady traced thqfe Pretended Riformen through fe- 
deral of their tnthufUtfiic and Fanatic Ways, and 
marked how exa£Wy (I know not by what Chance, 
Fatality, or Defign) they have trodden in the Stcpi 
of their fopifh Predeceffbrs ; I am now, however 
weary, to follow thesm into more of their Delnjions^y 
which are the natural Frtfpertiesy Tendencies^ and 
EffeQs of their firange Di^nfation. 

'tht Reader may recoiled what was faid before, irt 
their own Words, " of their bitter and uncharitable 
" Spint towarcb all not of their Seftj — their own 
** mutual Rancours and Quarrels ; their biting and 
^* dcvooring one ancJther ; having difpnted away 
Vol. II ' B ** both 
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** both their Faith and Love, and hot like t6 
come to any fare Foundation ; each of their 
Parties, and Leaders of their Parties, charging 
one another with efpoufing a New Go/pel, teach- 
ing the moll imckedj ejfeniially'trrmeousy blaffht- 
Mousy' and damnahie D§drims ; -* pro/iigious 
Numbers ceafmg from all Means of Grace, from 
attending Cburcbf Sacrament s. Prayer , and reading 
" Scripture, and making a Jeft of it all ; — a gene- 
** ral Temptation to leave off good Works j a Cry 
** of, * No Worksy no Larwy no Commandments'! 
ihocking Moravian Tenets, that reading the 
Bible, receiving the Communiony .running to 
Church, Wf. are the D^r;//; — Every- where 
** more and more Proofs of their grievous Con- 
^' fufions and DiibadUons driving them to tbeir 
IVifs End*, — their Doubts and Reafonings what 
Faitb is ? Whether there be any Degrees of it ? 
Whether they have any Faitb at all ? Whether 
Faith be not fufiicient <witbout good Works, 
*^ and doth not even require the Exclujion of 
"good Works? b^c'' 

Thefe are fome, but thefe not the worft, of th^ 
blelTed Tendencies and Efiedts of our new Refor- 
mation i riiing in great Variety, and to a high De* 
gree, within a fhort time after Metbodifm was 
broached. And it is eafy to judge how grievouily 
the Minds and Confciences of the Followers mu^ 
of courfe be harrafTed and perplexed. What ihall 
they do, or think? Whom, or what follow, 
amoqg Teacbers, eacb called and direBed by Heaven, 
each accufing the other of infufing damnable Er- 
rors ? Some of their wild Tenets, and horrid Doc- 
trines, have fo harrowed the Souls of the poor 
People, and caufed fuch a vehement Diflradlion, 
as to drive them into Dejpair, Madnefs, and Bed" 
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£mv. Let U6 try, in fome Inftances, whether this 
be not the natural Tendency^ and aHual Conji" 
quence. 

§. 2. What could be expefted from their train- 
ing up their Difciples to the ExfeSlation of Impulfa^ 
tmprejjionsy Feelings^ Experiences^ 8cc. but that fome 
ihould be elated with groundlefi Confidences and 
Pre/umptiony and others funk into the difmal and 
dreadful Gulph of Dejpair ? Perfons of weak Spi- 
rits, or a melancholy Difpoiltion (and therefore 
the more likely to fall into Meihodifm) will nata- 
rally be carried into Defiondency^ look upon them- 
ielves as reprobated, and forfaken of God; bc- 
cauie they do not feel thefe EfFefls in themfelves, 
nor come up to the Experiences of others. Accord- 
ingly Mr. tf^eJTey. telh us of " fome, who utterly 3 Joora* 
refiifed to be comforted, till they ihould yS*/ their ^*' ^* 
Souls at Reft." — Even the high-flown Mr. Senvard 
** wants to make all dej^air^ *who haive not the TeeU Journ. 
ing of the Holy Ghoft -,'' and yet is " hhnfelf caft P-43»57- 
down for want of Experiences enjoyed by others,— 
is toiTed almoft to Dejpmr^'' On the other hand« 
thofe of a confident and bold Temper, ftirred up by 
Intagination and a heated Brain, have daringly fet 
up their own groundlefs and wicked Imprejfions for 
the Will of God. Hence Mr. WbitefieU, in his 
penitential and recanting State, fadly bewails '^ his 
making Impreflions without the written Word, his 
Rule of afting." And Mr. Wefity, in his Zeal 
againfl the Mora^viansy complains of this Preftmp^ 
tion^ as " Entbufiafiicj and tending to produce 
whatever is wicked and abfuid, and x!tiZX, ^without 
Reraedy,^'' See Comparifon, 2d Part^ p. 104 — 8. 

B 2 The 
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The Cafe 3$ mach the fame from their Dofbme 
of JJJurance of Pardon and Sahvation. Mr. Siward 
Joarn. is fo charitable as *' to wifh all Peribn^ mad^ wha 
^*2- 9. were not afured of ForgiveDcfs." Mr. WbiuJUid 
I J?"fl!' ^*y*» " ^* ^^ * dreadful Miftake to deny the Doc^ 
trine of AJfurances \ and that AJfuranc$ if Eternal 
Salvation it one of the Privileges of ChriJTi Tolhruj* 
ars^ And Mr. WeJUy has taken care to pufh di^^ 
Dofbrine home, For» befides his Writings^ yoa 
may depend upon the following Story ; and no 
Doubt but his Practice has been the fame in odiec 
Places. ** A fenfible» honeil Woman told the 
Bijhopof Exetery in Prefence of feveral Witne^, 
that Mr. J. WeJIey came to her Houfe> and que* 
ftioned her, ' Whether fhe had an AJfnrance of her 
SMvatiou?'' Her Anfwer was« that ihe hoped (h9 
&OMld be fa^redf but had no abfohte ^ffurance of 
it. * Why then^ replied he, Tou are Im IhUiyou are 
dawned alread^,^ This fo terrified the poor Wo« 
man, who was then viith Child, that ihe was grie- 
vouily afraid of mifcarrying, and could not in a 
long time recover her right Mind. For this, and 
the Metbodifis ofking her to live upon FreeCoJl, fl^ 
determined to admit no more of them into her 
Houfe.** So inuch is her o^wn Account to his Lord' 
Jhify. on whofe Authority it is here publifhed. And, 
had ihe been a Perfon of fomething 'weaker SfiritSy 
who knows what might have been the Confe- 
quence I Perhaps, Lofs of her Senfes, or of her 
fifwn and Child's Life, 

And how fhall tender Minds (land the Shock of 
thefc violent AfTauits ? When fuch a confident A/- 
furance is made a certain Mark of Grace y and the 
JVant of it as certain a Mark of Damnation ; what 
can the Weak, the Mpd^ft and Humble, the Me- 
lancholy 
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laiKlioly (who cannot ^nd themfelves up to the 
higheft Pitch of Self-conceit and Prefumption) do f 
They will of courfe fall into Fears and Doubts, and 
De/j^atimgy as Perfons in a refrohate Condition ; 
bccaufe they have not the fame Experiences with 
others, not only of knowing ^sA feelings but a^u \ 
ally feeing Chrift taking ofwitf their Sins, 

Others indeed, by the Help of a conceited Tem<^ 
per, and prefumptuous Imagination, will take care 
to work up their Brain into an JJfurance, But are 
they fnre they are fafe, and iland upon firm Ground ? 
Mr. Whiiefield [See his Anfwer to Entbufiafm^ &c. 
pag. 31.] ** readily grants, that fome of the Me-- 
. /ii^^S^/, who really had not this JJfurancey have 
preftanptuouily imagined that they had it^ And 
dpch he pretend to the Gifl of difceming the Spirits, 
fo as to be clear which, or whether any of them, 
had it ? Thefe are fome of " the Extremes, into 
which the Methodius are apt to run : " Such the 
Danger, either of rifmg inXQ Prefumption,. or fmk- 
ing into Dejpair^ 

}, 3. To fpeak more generally. As far as I 
can obierve, thefe dreadful Apprehenfions, pufhing 
them upon De/pair, are the common Lot, and al- 
moft e£ential Part, of Methodifm, Their Auditors 
and Profelytes are fo drenched with the Teacher's 
hitter Potions, and hotrid Do^rines, and carrying 
fome Points of Religion to an extravagant Height, 
(I do not mean good Works, of that they have fuiE- 
ciently cleared themfelves; but fome trifling, ab- 
furd, or groundlefs Peculiarities ,) or fuch is the 
Fatality (ticking clofe to Enthujtafm, — that they 
frequently iick into this terrible State. Some In- 
fiances 1 have known myfelf ; and have heard {o 

B 3 much 
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lauch of it From others, both CUr^ and Laitj, 

that I make no doubt of the Pa£l: And themfelves 

own eaough of it for a Foundation of the Charge. 

Nor is it Matter of much Wonder, that Perfons of 

fuci^ unfetcled Minds, and rambling Bndns, toiled 

up and down between Tranfports of J07 and Pre- 

fumpdoo, and the Deje^ons of Defoladons and 

Defertions ; Perfons over > run with Sceptidfin, 

Doubts and Denials both of Natural and Rerealed 

Religion; frequent Relapfes into thefe, as well as 

into the Mire of Sin, [See Compar. Part 2d, 

<J. 14, &c.] — fhould frequently find themfelves OTcr- 

whebned with DeJ^tation. Hence one com- 

Wefley, clains, " The Enemy of Souls laid fo many 

p./mT ^^"*g^'^ my Charge, that fometimes IdeJ^mrd 

42,43/ of Heaven/*^ Others " have nothing but I>^ 

44> 9*' *vih ready to drag thcih. to /f<?//; — are in Jh- 

pae°a4. jf'^^ fevcial Years ; — in Defpair of indiif 

Mercy;— fin into the Depth of De/pairy roar 

• out, they aie damned, — One tempted to Sdf- 

p. io,%%. murder, to hang, or drown himfel^ &r.** In 

the AccQimt of the two Hitchens^s^ (which the Mt- 

thodijii have publiOied) one of diem *' ihought 

God had lefl him a Caftaway ;" the */V> ** by 

entertaining fome Thoughts of Marriagey the Pf- 

fuirs Snare, found his Heart quite drawn from GUy 

'^whereby he was quickly plunged into Darkmfi ci 

' Soul, — would often tell his Brother he was ia 

UeUy— Nor could Mr. Se-'ward, or WhiiefaUy or 

Wefley, ^f^eji^y himfelf, efcape this fore Evil. ** DoobtM 

a Joarn. of my own State; — clearly convinced of ViAi' 

'• *** lief\ — immediately it ftruck into my Mind, leave 

off Preaching. — At length had an JJfitrance o£ For- 

givcnefs. — Had more Comfort, Peace, and Joy, 

— began to frejume, — Again thrown into Per- 

f/exityi 
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fkxityi"^ machin Doid^t wketlicr G«/ would aot 
/sy fi» ttfi^r — Nfr. Whi$ijiiidw2ii oncefQ good M 
to t&ke the Hbnoor opoa hixafdf of cauii^ De- 
fpak. <' A Woman dtoTtriiig ne to ^4^c»r i&n* 7 !<»»• 
Cir'M I, being od^rwift eagagod, f^^^l^ Upon 
this the Dewl afiaulted her in a moft violait Man-* 
Aer, and endeaTOured toperfuadr her, that all I 
totd her weie Lyes, She njuOs cufi into Harhufi \ -^ 
went to Btdf where the Devil would fain have per^- 
feaded her to^cut the Child^s Ti^M/ with a ?mr cf 
Sajitrs* But Ckrifi delivered her, and ^4r/«ff im* 
aiedialety kft her." He may have the Gbiy^ if 
he pleafeth. B«t the Difiafi^ called MetbodifiBt il 
fn^ient. [See Compar. Pait 2d, p. 82.--] 

The fame h^rri^ie and lUuk EffeOs of diOem^ 
perod Enthufia/m are cemmonty fbund askoag die 
moft extravagant Fmatia ^ thg Pap^. A kmg 
Lift of Fimak Sofieren might be produced : Such 
^s M. of F0Kxi^ ** whom five furious Dtvi/s at* Life, 
tacked, tempting her to Blafphemy aud Infidelity^ ^' ^^' 
to P^ide and Piefiimpdon, to dattooy and Lafeip 
vioofiMfs i and then to £>e/^r^ fo far, diat once 
Ihe tod( up a Knife to kill herfelf ; but ^ Firgtn 
Mary flq>ped in, and pvevented it."-t*-I might men- 
tion too a faud inftance, not indeed of Dtjpmr^ 
hat prefimptu9Us Affwrmci tf ^d^oativn: ** A young Maimi 
Womgn, whoobiervedthe.ft«/tf^S^. Fr«/ym, b&. Sel.Hift* 
ing affured of S^ihettion ; the Di'vil appears to her ^** 
in the Shape of St. Trancisy perfuadlng her to 
make fuFe oi'^HeavM^ by inftantly hattging herfelf ; 
and ihe did ib." 

^ Nor is Dilation a more uncommon C?rfr 
among U^ Male Sainisj and fuch as were the faireft 
Models of hUthoSfim. fronds of SaUs^ <« after hiB 
Tranfporta of Spiiitaal Joy, was reduced to Dm^i- 

ttefi 
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mfs and Sadnefsi ande^en a Difirufi of M Truth i -« 
Satan, perfaading him that God h&d d^reed his 
Damnation I'^is ca£k into a deep Melancholy ; -- 
DtJ^edr in his Look ; -^ but» however, /'/ in a Ms- 
mint recovered by a Prayer to the Virgin Mary'' 
[Coinpar. Part 2d, pag. 177.] 
Confor. " St.- Francis, in Ijnitation of CJbri^, chofe 

^- 59> Ttwehe jifoftles^ one of which dej^tnd andbangd 
himfelf :" Which gave the Saint a freHi Advantage, 
by making him itill more like to his Sanfiour, — The 
Maflfci Grand Mafter of F^Jb Mitbo£/m^ " St. Ignatius, 
c^*7 ^u>\ ^*^ oppreffed fo with De^air^ that he attempted 
to deftroy himfelf, and throw himfelf out of Win^ 
dow. Bat afterwards, more narrowly examining 
his Con/dence, he rofe into a fbong Tentation of 
* Vhin-g/ory, For it rafhed into his Mind, that he 
was perfedtiy jufi, and need not douift in the lea^ 
of his Salvation." And the Juti^or obferves, " that 
both hkycrupulous De/pondencies, and confident Vamtf 
of AJfurance^ were fraudulent. Suggeftions of. the 
DtfoiL By thefe means, however, he obtained of 
Qod SL wonderful Science in curing the Qonfciences of 
Martyr, ^thers.^^ — " Friar j^'»^nr4. wa^ tempted by SatM 
Fraocifc. to the Brink (^ Dejpairy and Appreheniion of be- 
* * ^* ing forfaken by God ; 'till St. Francis took him un- 
der his Management, croiTed him, and kiiled him, 
carried him into Ferfe&iony and working of Mi- 
raciest 

We fhall fee hereafter fuch Favours granted to . 
Anfw. to fiias .Metho£fis. In the mean time, Mr. fVeJley will 
Church, ]iardly allow any Inftances of real Dejpair aitioog 
the Metbodiftsi becaofe they do not make arwae} 
with themfielves. And he will tell us, that <' what 
the World calls Defpairy is a Convi^ion of Sin, of 
Cods Wrath, and Msin's Inability,.— 'in which 

properly 
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pfaptAy confifts that Poverty of Spirit and Mmrrn« S Joo™» 

Not fo, I'hope, when ander thcfe Ddpairiiigs 4 !••»• 
t&cjr are uttering Cur/es and Blajphmies : ^ Not fo, ^*^iro| 
when the Defpair is injcded by Satan, or the Ef- p^9i. 
fed of.£abolkal Foffeffion': — Not fo, in Cafes of 5 Joorn. 
a RtUpfe J as in that hhij^enang Thf^ter, « whofc ^*<i*«• 
horrible Dread was immediately taken away by 
Prayer, and fhe had fome Dawnings of Hope;" 
bjit who, as Mr, Wejtt^ clfewhere confeflcth, *• was ^"^^^ 
fi)on after, if not at thai 'very time, a common Pro- p^ ^g^ * 
j?«te/^.*'— Nor, in general, can I allow, that what 
Di^vinei and the ^or^nfoally call' Dejpmr (often a 
a Szn, and always an Unhappinefs) fhould be taught 
zssiDu/y, and the Gafe of terfeahn, " I have I-igfctla 
keen oppreiled (feys J. ^ourtgnon) Nig^t and Day pl- 
inth Fears of being ifbr&k^> and with Defpon- Letter 
Jency of Heart.'* The Vldffitudes of Hbrrors and ^^ 
Comforts, Light and Darknefs, are the plain Bf^ 
feds of the MethoSfit Ehihufiafmi either caufed^ oft 
augmented by thek Teachers chimeric ai andflighijfnl 
DoSrines', who, having fubdaed the Redbn and 
Underf!anding of their People, put them in Pef^ 
fefiion of the Maxim, 

Una falttt nnSlis nuUam Jperare fohuem. 

The only Security of Salvation is to defpair of it. 
An H^cbotukiac or Melancholy Conflititiion (perhaps 
generally) leads to the THfeafe \ naturally creating 
Fean, Sufpcions,' and Defpair; tli^ fhyjician fup- 
plies l>ofes .naturally eocoujagiog and. increafing 
the Difeafe : The People love to have it fo, and 
the magnified Cure is, as one fays, eithff Jkm* 
li^ed^ or iU'fautukd. ^ 

J. 4. Tis 



f. .4. Tis but too notorious, that the fame En- 

thufiafm^ under tlve fame Management, hath drlTeo 

Numbers . of thefe unhappy Creatures into diredl 

Madnefs and Dijiraiiion^ either of the moaptngy or 

the roofing Kind ; or both of them, by fucceflive Fiti ; 

or into the manifold Symptoms of a Delirium, and 

Pbrenjy, 

Aafw. to Mr. WeJUy indeed << cannot £nd fo much as one 

Chuwh, ^£ (ijg Methodlfii, either Man, Woman, or Child, 

3 Journ. who have been thus driven to Dijlra&ion: — and 

P«g- 83' their Madnefs is Con<viaion cf Sitt^ And all of 

them, donbtlefs, fay the famer But Men fo 

charged will not be allowed as competent Judges in 

thrown. Cafe i efpecially where they are fuppoicd 

to be touched with the fame Diftem^, 

Thus much however they muft, and do, own; 
^— that they have been looked upon as mad (on ac- 
count of their wild and frantic Aflions) by friends 
and Rilatimsy by indifferent Peribns, by regular 
Flyfidans (the moil; proper Judges)^ by the WorU 
in general ; and have been fent to Bedlam^ and 
ac^udged there to be Per/om, difira^ed. Nor do I 
fee how the ju^dous and intelligent Part of the 
World can form any other Notion ; while the ge- 
nuine Signs^of Madnefs are upon die Metbodiflsy and 
the mod abfurd, irregular, and frantic Behaviour 
and Imaginations are obtruded as the Marks and 
and Proofs of true Piety. Any Perfon in his Seufes 
will certainly form fuch a Condufion even from 
their vwn Narrati<vesy related, no doubt, in the 
moft favoura^e Manner to themfelves. 

One would not indeed believe the * Report 
raifed by the Devil, that Mr. fFbitefieU W2s mad;' 
becaufe he is the Fatber of Lyesi but we may be- 
lieve 
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Here himfelf, when he fays, " he might very well 1 1>«1. 
be taken to be really mad; and that his Relatttms M*'3S- 
counted his lAft MadnefsJ^ — ** Another was ac- 
counted mad by her Friends for thdc three Years; 
who accordingly bled, bliftered her, and what 
not.'* — Mr. JVhiteJield rdztCA the Cafe of " young 3 Joum. 
Periam^ wbofe Father had font him to Bedlam for P* 9*"" 
fuch Symptoms of Madnefs, as fafbng for near 
a Fortnight ; praying (b as to be heard four Story 
high ; felling his Clothes, and giving them to the 
Poor. Mr. Seward and other Metbodiftt waited on 
the Committee of thd Governors of Bedlam \ they 
plead for him, and own that yonng People, tinder 
their firft Awakenings, were ufually tempted by 
the Devil to run into fome Extremes, The Gww- 
mttee judge Whitejieldy Seward, and all their Fol* 
hwers, to be as mad as the young Man, and real- 
ly befide them/ehes. And to prove Mr. Periam to 
be certainly mad, they alledge, that when he firfl: . 
tdxsi^ to Bedlam J \itftrifpedbimfelf to his Shirty and 
frayed. But, it feems, he did diis to inure himfelf 
to Hardnefs at once ; for, being brought from a 
'warm to a coU Place, without Windows, and a 
damp Cellar under lum, he thonghtit beftto Jea-. 
fin himfelf at firft." Are not here fufficient Sym- 
ptoms ofMadnefs ? And doth not the Reafon brought 
for dlffrtyving the Madnefs really frsve it ? For, 
who but a Madman would have done fo ? There is 
a parallel Inftance oi one of St. Francis\ Difci-* 
pies, " who would needs go out in a cold Winter j^iy^ 
Nighij and fray in his Shirt, though then- in a Confer. 
Fever t for the fame Reafon «f enduring tiardflnf:^ F0I.139. 
And, if tht Francifcan, or the Methodifi, efc^iped 
with their Lives, it is ftill a ftronger Indication of 
Mjodnefs, For what Dn Mead fays, ' is st known 

Truth; 



( "J 

l^fc^ Tnitbi "^ Tis conunoa to aH Mifdmeit^ from 
p. ^f • Streagch of Body, eafily to bear FalHng, Cold, 
tke Inclemencies of the Heavens^ and other In- 
coAvcnieacies, beyond what can eafily be credited.' 
And, if the MtthoMs would look into that whole 
CkitptiTi they wouH find» I think, eveiy particu- 
lar ^fj^tmn ^Madne/s, mentioned by that learmd 
D^or^ (thong^ i do not think myielf obliged to 
fubicilbe to his Opinion* by excluding a ditibolkd 
4i^y ia the Scripurt'D^eptomaa) exempliiied ia 
their own Di^Jation. 

I V."*' *^' ^^^» ^^ Phxfitiatis, eminent in their Pn- 
4 Joum. fiffim^ tt-e fometimes^ at Variance, whether fonae 
p.»S,56. ^f their Mfthdjfifi'Ftawits zxt really mad^ or not 
p. 90?"* -^^ ^*^ /^/^^r// he mentions of Perfons rtfutd 
.4 Joum. istai by their iUlatkns^ treated as if really (6, and 
^' 5^ ient to Bedlam i only becaufe they were infeded 

5 Journ. . t «>r J f.y. 

p. 53. M^th Mi$hoMfm, 

3 Journ, One Cafe he aUows xif " a Woman really Af- 
P' ^4« tmS^ and as fnch tied down to her Bed."* 
Wjucfa, thou^ contsadidlory to his negc^'ve A/Ter- 
|ion ^dbove, ferves however to di^ay Iiis mraculom 
5 Journ. Cure. PJe likewise relates '' another Inftance of 
^* ^'* genuint Etahjfia/m, [He mj^;ht have faid ^/r^^ 

Madnis/s,^ J B — ^ !of Tanfield-Leigh, who 

iad reoeived. a Senfe 4>f the Love of God a few 
Days befbi^, came riding throngb the Town, hoi- 
iowing 2nd fiioucing, and driving all the People 
before him, tdling tibem, '' God had tdd him he 
ihould be a AjV^, ascA fhould tread his Enemies 
^nder his Feet.*' - Nor need we be furprized, 
fhould fome of them rtm mad with Pride; no 
Grange Thing anoong them ; and whereof 
Mr.'ffyity haith given feveral fagrant Specimens, 

[8eeCbj»pftr. Part ad, paj^, 25.*-] 

Was 
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Wa» one of. their prime Smnts, Sam JSi^hem, 
mad ? " Wlio, falling uader flrong Convi£Uons of 
Silly — wandered about in the Fields l^ Night, 
fithng Ibfti hvi finding nmei and often threw him-' 
felf on the £ arth« acd beat his Head againft the 
Grotmd, — and cut himielf in feveral Places/* 
Account of S, K Pag. 4. And, to leave their 
own Narrati<0€Sy The Methodifi Woman that flui^ a 
nahd Kmfi at the Mmijiir^ while reading the 
Cfmmumotf Sennctp in a Church in ZmuSmr, — was 
ihe maJf or maticious ? or p^haps groaning in her 
Vangs^ till (he was deii'vered of her Kmfe ? Thia 
was told me by the Minijier himfelf, who knew 
her to be a Mithodijl. 

Wa$ the Man madj of whom I have the follow- 
ing Account, atteAed by the Minifier, a Dijenting 
^Teacher f " On, ornezr Seftenther 27, 1746, as 
I was aboat to adminifier the Lord*j Supper^ I ob^ 
fenred among die Communicants one Mr. Thomas 
Adams J a nmgrant M0thodifi -Preacher ; and as he 
was a Stras^er to me, / and I knew litde or nothing 
of his Principles, or Moral Condud, I fent my 
Clerk to defire he would withdraw, till I could gee 
Satisfa^on as to thofe Particulars : But he refufed 
to comply, and faid, he would continue where he 
was* Whereupon I proceeded to adminifler, but, 
in the Diftribudon of the Elements, carefully paifed 
him by. He iat iHll during die Adndnifiration, 
but as foon as the laft Word was out of my 
Mouth, he flood up, and faid, * Dear Man, what 
is the Reafon you refufed to give me the Signs of 
my hord^i V^y and Blood ? My Go^will fcourge 
yoD for thb, or he is no true God.^ The next 
Morning he came to my Houfe with an OScrjo 
Mmufcrift, which he faid contained die Revela- 

Vol. II. C tiops 
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tions he had had from Heaven ; and that he was 
come with a particular Meffage from the Lord ft 
me; and then read the following PafTage : ' Go 

and tell Mr. L , that I nviil fcourge him for 

not letting the deJ^ifedMetho£fis into his Fulpit^ and 
for not giving you the Signs of twf Body and Bloody 
with much more of a like Import. — This I attcft 

to be Faa. J L •" 

Shall I bring upon the Stage another Mm^^z»^ 
Take the Story, which may be depended upon, 
as related in a Letter from a Clergyman ofChara^erf 
Nov, 3, 1749. " I have lately feen the Gentle- 
man from whom I firft heard the Story of D — ij 
Hack — r, of M — m-Qjurcb: He confirms every 
every Word that I mentioned, and fays, the Stoiy 
was told at a General Court held in that Parifit 
D — fy Hack — r himfelf being prefent, and ac- 
knowledging the Truth of the following Relation^ 
(viz,) * That an Itinerant Preacher, of the Sed 
of die MethodiJIsj came into that Country y and in 
his Sermon aflured the Hearers, that the World ivould 
he at an End on/uch a Day: To which Prophecy 
the Old Man fD— //— ) gave full Cre£t, let 
down his Hedges, turned his Cattle into his grow- 
ing Corn, and made no Preparation for any Til- 
lage for the enfuing Year 5 as being wholly taken 
up in fitting himfelf for the Ditf of Judgment : The 
Expeftation of which giving the Man and his Wife 
no fmall Anxiety, one Morning an Apprentice, who 
lived in the Family, informed the Man that he 
had had a Vifion in the Night, whkh told hun, 
that, if he would fubmit to it, his Sins fhould be 
expiated by Scourging ; and that he himfelf was 
deputed by the Vifion to inflift the Difcipline upon 
him. The OA/ilf«v complied, and ^^ Apprentice 
I gaye 
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gav€ him forty SiriptSy fan)§^ onty on the Buttocki 
with a Bundle of Willow-Rods ; and the Old Man 
aidkiiowledged, that the Executtomr did not fpare 
liiin^ but applied the Scourge of God heartily. The 
Maris Sins being thus expiated, the next Night 
the Affrentice had a fecond Ft/ion^ dire^ing the 
Woman's Sins to be expiated- hy Fire and IVater. 
Then the great Kettle *was Jet en, and the Water 
heated to as great Degree as the Old IFoman could 
bear. But whether the Lufiration was performed 
upon the fame Part to which the Willvws were ap- 
plied, my friend is not certain. — The Woman is 
fince dead ; but the Apprentice is ftill alive, as well 
as his Mafler ; and (what is furprifing) is dill as 
rigid a Methodift as before ; though he has fuffered 
fo much by liftening to the Delufions of thefe 
Wretches, and has now out-li'ved the Day of Judg* 
pient by at leafb three TearsJ** Thus it appears 
what Force the MethodiJiiceU Impofiures of Falfe Pro- 
pbets have in turning the Brain ; and of how little 
Avail is manifeft Failure of PreMBion (or any other 
Argument) to recover an Enthujiaft to his Senfes, 

Mr. Wejley indeed will reckon the Methodifis to 
be '^ no otherwife mad^ than as being convinced of 3 Jovrm 
Sin."^ Can this be faid in all thefe Cafes? And is ?• 89* 
it not a ftrange Sort of Con^vi^ion^ that depri'ves 
People of their Senfes^ inftead of bringing them to 
their Senfes ? He will agree too with his Friend, 
'^ in making no Queftion but Satan may exert Ibia. 
himfelf on fuch Occafions, — to difparage the P* ^3* 
the IVork of God, as if it tended to lead People to 
DiJiraGion,^'' So- Madam Bourignon fays concerning 
one Sfordered by reading her Writings : ** The 
Devil endeavours to difcredit them as you do, 

C 2 making 
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makiiig fome Mpt&, that they might hate oeo* 
fioned Tioable in yoor HufiamTs Mind,^ 

*Tis eafily faid, that Satan raifeth the hMc Ke- 
ports of Dijpasr and DifiraShm among the Metbt' 
diftsi and equally eafy to fay^ that he really k* 
duceth thofe mifcrable Affedions. Bat one Thing it 
dear; namely, that thofe Di/eafes which cau/e En- 
ihufiafiny as Melancbolyy Hyflericsy Hyf^cbondriatij 
have in themfelves a certain Degtee of Madnefs^ and 
that Enthujiafm and Madnefs are hot the iame thing 
in different Words : That violent and diibrderly 
Paffions of thi Miud^ or intenfe Thought upon fome 
particular Thing, &c. naturally lead into Enthh 
fiaftic MadMfi\ and, when in Excefs, really be- 
come fo. For which, were I difpofed to (hew my 
Learning, I could produce itmfle Authorities. -« 
That ^J Spirits, iftiiey are not allowed to caii/t 
thefe Diflempers of Mind and Body, y^ make 
their Advantage of them, and take occafion to in- 
fufe into the Stffferers the moil gloomy aad dread« 
ful Jffrehenfum and Terrors ; — • this alio hath the 
SandUon of numerous and great Authors^ And I 
leave others to coafider how powerful muft be the 
EffeQ^ when fuch a Sfiemfered Enthufiafln is per- 
petually worked into the Brain by a warm, affido- 
ous, and beloved Teacher, The Greeks talk of an 
Enthufiafite Difiemfer^ called p^ctAxorvirof ixtvla, 
Jamblic. a Madnefs arifmg from the Sound of Brafs : Pjtha' 
F" *4* goras in particular tcacheth, that the Noife of Brafs 
is the Voice of a Daemon, The Methodifts ihould 
beware of fuch Brazen Infirttments, — After all^ 
Mr. Wejley fomewhere defircs, that * at leaft they 
ihould be allowed to be Innocent Madmen: * But he 
ihould remember, that Madmen have flrange Ten- 
dency 
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dency to be cunning i and are apt, when Opporti* 
nity ferveSy to be n:ifibU*vous, 

For Fear of being caught again without my 
Parallel^ out of an hundred Infiances of mad Pa- 
falins, we need only mention the Seraphic St. Fran- 
ds^ and the Gloriom Ignatius. The former was Confer* 
chained down in a dark Roam by his Parents, and '*'• 39» 
deemed out of his Sen/es by the Learned and the 
Vulgar ; loved to ibip himfelf naked in proof of 
his Innocence j or appear in a fantafiical and nafiy 
Dre/sy on purpofe to be derided, and pelted with 
Dirt by the Rabble. -- The latter (as all the Wri- MifW 
tersoi his Lj/^ teftify) was intirely in the fame jj^'*'*"* 
Cafe ; and was fo fond of the CharaSler and Treat- cap. j. 
^nent of a Madman, that he dedred to march out 
into the Streets, naked, and with Horns upon his 
Head, and counterfeit Madnefs, in hopes of being 
befpattered with Dung and Filth. He was often 
called to Account by Authority for Herejy, Fana- 
tici/m, Impofiure, and Sedition, And both of them 
were reckoned, by all fober Papifts, as a Couple 
of crack-brained Enthujiajis ; till, fome cunning Ma- 
nagers finding what Ufe might be made of their 
Enthujiafms, they infiantaneoujly commence Saints : 
The Pope, upon their Oaih of Fidelity to him, con- 
firms their Infiitutions and Societies, canonixeth thcm» 
and confers vaft Pri'vileges on their Orders. No 
Protefiant, I hope, will let thefe pafs for Innocent 
Madftien. And, if their Followers were not fo 
o^er-dri'ven, like Cattle, till they run mad, (as I 
am convinced many of onr Methodijfs have been) 
the Difference turns out in Favour of the Papif. 

§. 5. One would gladly get clear of fuch an un- 
l^appy and difagmabU Subjea. But there is no at- 

C 3 tending 
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tcaiittg the Prrgrefs of AfethoJt/m, wichoDt taking 
in otYiex Jhocking and Borrihle Thing? bdonging to 
the Hiflory of this firange Se3. Such arc their 
** Cryings out, Screamings, Shriekings, Roar- 
ings, Groaningd, Tremblings, Gnafhings, Yellings, 
Foamings, Convulfions, Swoonings, Droppings, 
Blafphemies, Curfes, dying and deipaiiing Ago- 
nies» Variety of Tortures in Body and Mind/' 
Give me leave to recite them in Mr. WeJUf% 
3 Journ. vwn Words, as they occur in his Jotamah : •* A 
p. 13. V/oma,n fuddenly cried oat as in the Agonies of 
Death, continued fo lor fome Time, widi all die 

x;. Signs of the fharpeft Angttiih, — One felt as it 
were ^e Piercing of a Sword, and could not avoid 

40. crying out even in the Street. — One cried out 
aloud, with the utmoft Vehemence, even as ia 
d^e Agonies of Deadi. Two odiers conftrained to 
roar, finzed with- great Pain ; another, as out of 

4j. the Belly of Hell. — A young Man, fiiddeuly 
feized with violent Tremi)ling att ever, funk 

4a. down to the Ground*— One, and another, and 
another fuck to the Earth. They dropt on 
every Side as Thander-ftruck. One fo wounded 
with the Sword of the Spirit, that you would 
have imagined fhe could not live a Mbment.— 

43* A Woman broke out into ftrong Cries, great Drops 
of Sweat ran down her Face, and all her Bones 
ihook. A Quaker dropt down as Thundjer-fbuck, 

44* in an Agony terrible to behold. Anodier Peribi^ 
reeled four or five Steps, and then dropt down. 
— One fallen raving mad, — changed Colour, fell 
off his Chair, fcreams terribly, beats himlelf agjdnft 
the Ground, his BreaH heaving, as in the Pangs 
of Death, roaring out, * O ! thou Devil, Legion 
of Devils, (*fr,' — Three Perfons almoft at once 

funk 



fofik dows as deadi* •— One, and another* and 3 Jottrsi» 
anodier was flruck to tke Earth, exceedingly trem- ^* ^ * 
blin^. Another dropt down» — a little Boy ieized S©* 
in ^e fame Manner : A young Man* fixing his 
Ejres upon him, fank down himfelf as one dead, 
roared, beat hxmfdf againft the Ground ; fix Men 
cooid fcarce hold him. Othen began to cry out, 
iflfomuch that all the Houfe (and indeed all the 
Street for fome Space) was in «n Uproar. -— Some sS* 
ftmk down to the Earth ; others exceedingly trem- 
bled and quaked; fome torn with a conviilfive 
Motion in every Part of their Bodies, fo violently, 
that four or five Perfons could not haht one of 
them. A Woman, gready ofifen Jed at this, dropt 
d^wn m as violent an Agony as die reft. Twenty- 
fix of thofe thus afiefted came, &c. —While I It* 
was faking. One dropt down as dead, prefendy 
a Second, and a Third : Five othen funk down, 
Tt^ of diem in violent Agonies, in the Pains of 
Hdl, and Snares of Death : One an Hour in 
ibo&g Pain ; one or two more for three Days. •— 
Sighs and Groans which could not be uttered, — 
grievous Terrors of Mind, with ftrong Trembling. 
-*- Three Perfbns terribly felt the Wrath of God : 6a. 
Seven or eight confirained to roar aloud.-*A young ^ 
Woman funk down in a violent Agony of Body and 
Mind, and five or fix other Perfons ; again, eight 
or nine more ; a Girl thus touched, and next her 
Mother, dropt down, and loft her Senfes in a Mo- 
ment. — Mr. Wbitefield preacbingt four Perfons 65. 
funk down almoft in the fame Moment ; One lay 
without Senfe or Motion; a Second trembled ex- 
ceedingly ; the Third had ftrong Convulfions all 
over his Body; the Fourth equally conyulfed.— 
Two more in ftrong Pain, Souls and Bodies well- tfs. 

nigh 
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nigh torn afunder.. Another ftfuck tfcrough as 
with a Sword, fell trembling to the Ground, in 
Crying and Pain for twelve or fourteen Hours. — 

3 Joum. Two feized with fbong Pains, four the next Even- 

P- 73- ing, the fame Number on Monday. — The Enemy 
75' began to /tf<?r her, fo that ihe fcreamed out as in 
*3» the Pangs of Death. — A young Womap in a deep 
Agony, her Sorrow and Fear too big for Utter- 
ance, funk down to the Ground. Only Sighs and 
Groans fhewed ihe was alive. Many roared, ut- 
terly refufing to be comforted.— Others felt the 
two-edged Sword^ one in great Torment all Nightj 

tj, 88. — one or two Perfons tormented in an unaccount- 
able Manner, lunatic ^ and fore 'vexed i another 

52, pj. ^angely torn ly the De^vil. — A young Woman on 
the Bed, two or three Perfons holding her j An- 
guifh. Horror, and Defpair, above all De/crxftm, 
in her pale Face. A thoufand Diilortions fhewed 
how the Dogs of Hell were gnawing her Heart; 
here Shrieks not to be endured, fhe fcreamed out, 
* I am damned, damned, loft for ever, £sfr.' An- 
other young Woman began to roar out as loud as 
94. Jhe had done. — A Woman lay on the Ground furi- 
oufly gnajhing her Teeth, roaring aloud, — not 
eafy for three or four Perfons to hold her ; fcreaming^ 
then breaking out into a horrid Laughter, mixed 
55, with Blafphemy and Curiing. ; — Another Wo^ 
man burft out into a horrid Laughter; -~ her 
Pangs increafed, fo that one would have imagined, 
by the Violence of the Throes, her Body muft 
have been fhattered to Pieces. — Two more it^ 
into a ftrange Agony, and violent Convulfions, 
which Words cannot defcribe, with Cries and 
Groans too horrid to be borne j we prayed, till 
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Z^ C-« rV Agoniet Ai idcreaAd; tiiatlhe fffmed 
k tlie Pftogs of Death. 

Davi/^ funk dcmn m one dtad, notioiileft, hceRtk- ^, {^,"'' 
kfs, PttUe hardly dtfircrniUe* — The Spirit of * 38.' 
Laughter was fo among as» chat poor £<^A«-«* 
fomedines laug^Lad tfl! ahnoft ftrai^^; then broke 
dot into Ciiriing; and Bla^plioning ; then ftamped and 
(boggled widi incredlbk Strength, (6 that four or 
live could fcarce hold her; then cried oist,«-0 that I 
h«d no SoqI I — ^T wo more feized in the &me Manner^ 
laaghing almoft without ceailng, thus continQing 
for two Days a SpeAade to all. — Between two 51 > p* 
and three in die Moraing I was waked, — and hn- 
mediately heard foch a confufed Noife, as if t 
Kumber of Men were all putdng to the Swmd^ 
-^ roaring alond^ loud and bitter Cries. — Otheia 
dipopt down in violent Agonies. 

Sereral dicft to the Ground, as if ftnick by 5 Joan, 
liigktning ; feme cried out in Bittemeis of Soul. — * P- *7* 
While I was fpeakiog> fereral dropt down as dead 51, ?'• 
^ Several conftrained to roar aloud. — A Woman 86. 
roaring in a ftrange Manner, her Tongue hanging 
iQgOtttof her Mouthy and her Face diftorted into 
the moft terrible Form." 

This, Reader^ is a faithful CoUcaion of Cafes 
fioto Mr. W$JUy\ Jwmah. But (as He fays on 
another Occafion) ** What a Scent is here dif- 4 Jo«r«- 
dofed ? And again (in his Account of a Moh) ^' ^** 
Can yoa join Heaiit or Hands with thefe any 
longer ? With fuch a — Rabble-rout, roaring 
•nd ragii^, as if they were juft broke loofe, 
with their Captain Jpollyon^ from the hottomUfi 
Pit ? *» 

Nor 



Nw mull Mh Whiufitid'^% wididUt hU Gontri- 
3 Journ. bution : « Who (as Mr. W^ty relates) \aA fome 
p. .65. ' Oi^Vi^Wagamft'tliefe««f<u;«r^ jf^Afy.&r* bat had 
now ah Opportunity of inibnaing himfelf l?etter. 
For in his SertnBn four Perfons /unk dmm. dofe to 
him, ' ahnoft in die fame Moment. One lay with- 
out Senfe or Motion : A Second tr^mbM exceed- 
ingly : A Third has Convulfions aU over his Body: 
Whitcf. The Fourth equally convulfed." — Whether f^roptr 
6 Journ. Pcj-fons were not prepared to cdiivince him, I know 
38, 42/ not. But he is afterwards full of the fame dread- 
44* ful Cries, Convulfions, and other bodily Tortures, 

Ulls7> attending his 5^r«w. 

€0. ' Mr. Brainerd (a Sort of Scotch Methodifty em- 

ployed to the Indians) gives the the following Ac- 

Journ. count; " Nor has there been ainy plauiible 

P»39"4'« Obje£lion againft this Work, in regard to the 
Manner, — The Conviftions of their Sin and Mifery 
have indeed produced many Tears, Cries, and 
Groans : Bat there has been no Appearance of 
- thofe Cofpvulfionsf bodily Agonies, frightful Streamings^ 
Snvoonings, ^c. which have been fo much com* 
plained of in other Places. — None/righiened widi 
a fesrful Noife of Hell and Damnation ; — no con- 
'vulfi've, ecfiatic, or fighty Appearances j •— no hoij" 
terous Commotions y ^ 

This, no doubt, is a Fling at Mr, ^IFefey^ Ac- 
counts ; which are in Truth too Jhocking and terri- 
hUy to be written, or read, without Horrosr and Pain 
of Mind: And one would really imagine, tka^ 
Bedlam was let loofe, and all the Hypochondriac and 
Hyftericali Epileptic^ Cofpvuljedy Fevered, De/irionSt 
Brwitchedy and PoJeJTed Perfons were fummoned 
from all Quarters of the Nation, 

But 
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But to what dmfifs fhall we afcxibe thtCt /utfrhs" 
htg aniftronge Affearancu and Effeiis ^ I am per- 
fuftded (and cas with Certainty Ipeak for myfelf) 
that we know not enough oi Nature ^ and the Ways 
and Works -of Providence; — of the Powers, Ex' 
tenty and Boundarief of Natural Enthufiafm ; of Dif- 
orders in Body or Mind ; of fuperior Spirits, good 
and ev3 ; of Ecfiafiesy Raptures, and Vifions ; of 
(fu))pofed or real) Witcbcrafis, and MahoRcai Pof* 
fejpms ; of Magic and Sorcery i or even of Counter- 
feits, and juggling Impoftures ; and the Uke : — 
We are not, I fay, fuifidently acquainted with 
thefe Things, fo as to determine predfely to what 
Ceu/e we fhoold afcribe, and how account for, cjrery 
Particular of thefe ftrange and amiazing Narratives 
9f Mr. ff^e;fley ; which have fo large a Sharein the 
Pro^efs of Metbodifm: But this I knenv, and^ wilt 
frove, that Ydfvjhole Account is all of a Piece with 
the extranagani Schemes and Condu^ of the moft Fa- 
lioHcid &sthufiafiSi and nmched Impoflors, among the 
fo^Jis. 

The Fa^s and Ciraanftances ait fo many and 
extraordinary ; arifing from fuch different Caufes, 
^ produdng fuch Variety of EJ^e^s ; pretended- 
^ ferving to the good End of Regeneration, Mi' 
racks, ^c— that it will be neceflary to confider 
more diffinaiy feveral of the Ca/es; which I fhall 
iQArk numerically, for the Sake of fome Remarks, 
tod Parallels, as I go along. 

i* 6. Andy becaufe a miraculous Interpoiition is 
frequently to be called in« as a Remedy of thefe 
fort Evils ; I (hall previoufly take fome Notice (ift 
Addition to what I obferved before^ Cotnpar. 
Part ad, Pag. 43.—) of the Methodijs Frctcn&ont 

to 
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by their Merits aid Interc^ffiMi, Mr. Wbit4^tM in- 
deed hath often and openly difdaimtd, all Power ud 
Pretenfions of working Miracles among them. Bn 
Mr. WeJUy^ as ufaally v^finular Cafes, i< more m^r 
fierious and e^'vocuL Let us iee how he wmniief 
this Thifile, Being called upon to ihew Miracles i* 
Confirmation of his fuppofed dimne M{[/iom, In^ 
taftApp, ration, &c. what is his Plea ? " We eanm, and 
F*E*. ^7' ^ef^^j-e we »M</ not, be like Ae Aftfilts^ in work- 
P.Z22-4. ing esUward Miracles. ^It \b utterly unreafonabfe 
and abford to require or es^eA the Proof of ^Gn• 
dts.^ Miracles are qnite nmdUfs in fach a Ctft: 
These may be 7tf«tTa 4fuAf» h^^ Miratks^ 
Miracles vtnroug^ ia Support of FaUhood.*"-^ 
Being told, there is- no Need of fuppofing the Rea* 
veries (of the MethoSfit in a Moment from their 
Fits) to be Miradea, he fhortly replies, ' Wk 
Aafw.to etffirms there isP* — ''And cannot I be aoqoitted 
^^3 from Esethufia/m^ tHl Iprove hy. Miracles that I Sfli 
P-44,45. in a State of Salvation ? ^ 

This» one wodd im^^, Wtire giving Mf ihe 
QaiMP/ Miracles.: '^lo.CtBfyemky with his M^ 
quatntancoy Madam Bmrignmt, Ott whotn her Fol- 
lowers would have foced the G^ rf MirmltH 
which fhe renounceth i» the fiune Manneiv as «mi^ 
Hlfs, Sic. '* I bkid Qfid for her Recovery. W« 
XQuft neirer altrib^le fttoh Tlungf^ to Miracles ; for 
the greatefl Part of thofe that are done are wncotbt 
by the DeviL They who feek for Miracles, will 
uadoubtedly find tbem with bim (the Devil,) fiat 
di« Ompan Truth, ^ SvoHg/tlicul DeSrine, WSSC 
QQ Mimtles, -—As to aU mwi ealfyd Mir^ks, and 
even appramed aa fitch».I have nq Opinion of thtlRp 

being to: the ix^tftft Pait perfooned t^ thfti^fWi ^ 

at 
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atleaft Chat and Delu/U»r [Ughtin Darhie/s, 
Part 3d, Letter 15, and 23.] 

I have, however, always thcmght and laid, that 
Afr. Wtfliy never wouM faumly rewtmce the Claim 
rf Miracks ; but only frevaricate and efui'vocate. 
Accordingly, we (hall now fee him begin to turn 
^^M, mddeM* Being charged with relating m- 
raculm Cures himfelf, he repBeth, " I relate juft UAApfi 
what I faw; — and this is true, that fome of thofe P* "^ 
Circumftances feem to go isyonJ the mr^nary Courfi 
tf Nature. But I do not peremptorily determine, 
whtther they were fupematural^ or no." 

''I have fet down the foBs jufl as they were, Anf«r. to 
Puffing m Judgment upon them myfelf, and leav- Church, 
ing every Man elfe to judge as he pleafes.'' ^* ^* 

What Judgment will follow from the Partiality 
and Credulity of his Admirers, he cannot be ■ igno* 
nnt : For, like Ignatius, ^* he knows the People 5 Joam. 
with whom he has to do." But is it true, that he ^ ^7- 
pafieth no Judgment P Hear himfelf ; ** I look Anfw. to 
upott fome of thcfe Cafes (the Diforders and Re- Church, 
vivoah of People's falling into Fits) as wholly na- 
tural \ on the refl as mixed; both the Di/order and 
the Removal l^eing partly natural, and partly not." 
Is this his no Judgment ? And is he not got too 
half Way into the miraculous F We fhall fee him 
tetting oyer the other half by large Strides, and 
hyuig full Claim to miraculous Operations ; plainly 
^ftdly pafling his own 'Judgment^ even where he 
%8, «« he pafleth none.^"* And, though he may 
not ttfe the very Word, Miracle, or Miraculous, he 
fpeaks in Terms '/^[uin/alent, and of as well-known 
^igmfoation. 

Many of his tures are (aid to be " infiantamm 
m, andth^ P^;>«/. relieved m Body and Mipd 

Vol. II, D in 
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in a Moment ;'" which is one Mark of a Mirmle. — 
After mentioning forae Metbodifls who were delivcr- 

3 Journ. ed « from ftrong Pain, —as the Agtmies of Death, 
pag. 40, out of the Bel/y of Hell\^ he immediately fob- 

joins, " fo many living Witnejfes hath God given, 

Xhzx bis Hand is ^}SX ftretched out to hedly and that 

Signs and Wonders are even new wrought hy .his Mf 

l>^„ Child Je/us:' --'' y^htn both her 5a«/ and Bod^ 

vftXQ healed in a Momenty he (sl PhyfcianJ acknow- 

Myftcr. ledgcd the Finger of Godr Thus faid the Pope of 

Jcfuit/ St Ignatius, after attentively looking on his Hands^ 

P'*3' «« This is the F/»g^r e/*G<?^; I fee nothing in thofe 

Hands but the Fingers of God.'^ 

What (hall we fay to Mr. Wefiy's own Caref 

4 Journ. " Befides the Pain in my Back and Head, — I was 
p. «3. ' feized with fuch a Cough, that I could haj-dly 

fpeak. At the fame tune came flrongly into my 
Mind, thefe Signs fhall follow them that believe. — 
I called on Je/us aloud, — and, while! was fpeak* 
ing, my Pain vaniihed away ; my Fever left me." 
^j^ _ Thus fays St. Tere/a, " On a cert^ Day giving 
Svo/ myfelf to Prayer, I felt fo great Pain in my Hcai 
P* 3»5« that I could not pray : Then the Lord faid to mc, 
* Though you could not fpeak to me, 1 was {peak- 
ing to you ;' and the Head-ach entirely went 

off." 

Thefe Inftances are fufficient; though mow 
might be brought ; he having reprdfented almoft aU 
their Cures ?& /upematurai, and with the Air of a 
Miracle, Upon the <whole, with regard to Mira- 
iks, Mr. Wejley has got a Wolf hy the Ears^ which 
he cannot fafdiy either hold, or let go. 

Popijh Pretenfions of this Nature are fo nume- 
rous, that we need not be particular : There is no 
dippmg iAto a LegimJi ^^dthout opening upon a 

tbtmfi»S 



(ay ) 

thumping Miracle ; they are fome of their chief 
Marks of the true Church : Nor is there any Way 
to ^emitjhip and Canom%aHim without them. And 
yet nmdift zndfenfihle PafiJIt have long been alham* 
ed of them, as done out of Oftentation, Avarice, 
and Cheat : While the MetboSfis are taking up 
with their Leavings, and the very "Refufe of their 
Impofiurts. 

The Jhuffling Condua of Mr. Wefey, in gtwng 
afi or maintaimng the Power of Miracles; his al- 
ternate Sinking and Ri£ng (like a Duck £^ng un- 
der Water, when in Danger of being caught^ and 
fofpingup its Head again at a proper Difbnce). 
puts me in Mind of his Pattern^ the Founder of the 
Jcjuits. 

Rihadeneiroy in his firfi life of Ignatius, is very BartoL 
fparing of his MiracUsy as being not (though he j^>t*Iso* 
knew the Saint very well) thoroughly fatisfied of J^^'^*^** 
the Truth of them ; and arguing that they were jefait. * 
lamecejfary. But (bme Years afterwards, when the P^K* 37* 
Projea was formed for his Canonixation^ and his ^****^; 
Order to be exalted for the Advancement of the 
Fapaaf % immediately a Brood of Miracles is hatched, 
in his fecond Life, to the Number of a Hundred, 
and thofe teftified upon Oath, 

I remember alfo (in Analogy to the occ&fional 
Swellings and Sinkings both of Meffieurs WhitefieU 
and Wefley, to ferve a prefent Turn) a wonderful 
Story recorded of St. Francis XoFuier, the Jefuited Boo- 
Jpoftle of the Indies. " In baptizing the converted {^j^^'j 
hidians, he did mantfeftly, but gradually^ fwell to a Xavier, 
gigantic Size, to the Afiomjhment of the SpeSators : P®8« f^Z* 
But, as foon as he hzdfnifiedhis Office, he dwindled ^um. 
Again into his natural Proportion, finking into him- FS- 79* 
fclf." 

I> 2 J. 7. Were 
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{. 7. Wett we to funrey Mr. ^F%f^ in his 4m^« 
mfoJSAituri, and arrayed with the (jorufcatum of 
Miracles y we ihoold take in the full Nmnber of hb 

chuTqh** '^''* *^^ ^^®"' ^^**^^^5 which, he fays, were 

p. 43, about tico hundred: r— The very fame Number^ 

which Beuhwrs fays were weU-aitefledy (thougli not 

all upon Oath) o£ Miracles performed by IgmOsMs* 

And if, fince Mr. Wejley gave the above Account, 

fuch Cafes have coiitinaed in Proportion ; they may 

have rifen by this Time to a ^houfand. As if he 

would not barely emulate, but exceed, both St. Frash 

CIS and St. Ignatius ; as much as they have beeft 

declared to exceed in miraculous Operations, not only 

Mofes, but Cbrift, and ^^7 his Jpoftles. But it may 

ft^fiice to produce {ome /fecial Cafes, which will af> 

ford ample Matter of Ohfer^atien, 

WeHcy, [^0* I •] " -^ 2«/zZ9«/ Oppofer defired to fpeak with 

3 Journ. /«^ immediately. He had all the Signs of fatki 

^' ^ Defpair. He faid he had been enflaved to Sia 

many Years : Had long ufed all the Meam ofGraa^ 

conftantly gone to -Church and Sacrameni, read the 

Scripture, uied much private Prayer, and yet was 

nothing prof ted. I defired we might join in Prefer* 

After a (hort Space his Countenance was no longer 

fdd. He faid; * Now I know God hath forgiven 

my Sins : — Chrift hath fet me free.' And accord^ 

ing to his Faith it ^was unto him,''* He hath fuch 

_ - another Inftance of the '< Converfion of one above 

% Journ. meafure enraged at this new Way: He defires her 

P« *^' to join with Hm in Prayer j — flie falls into extresne 

Agonies, — foon after knows that Chrifi hadfirgiven 

her ; — from that Hour a Belienfer?* 

Here you fee a notable Fling at all the Mumi^f 

Grace, Church, Sacrament, Scripture^ Prefer : They 

^ profited 
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frojaed nothing. Nothing will do, but the ^00/ 
Mr.. Wejlt/h ItUerceffion : All the Honour is re- 
ferred iTor this P^r/iV^isr ^^W/; He alone cureth, 
and that by a MiracU, uiing the fame ExpreJJion 
ift^ith Cbrifty when he worked by a dhnne Power, 

Thus <« the Devils that infefted Ignatius'^ Col- Ribftdcii. 
lege CQUld not be expelled by Prater, Mafsy Holy ^' 545- 
Water^ Exordfmsy Relicks ; — but were abfolutely 
and finally drove away by his Merits, — Again, one 547, 
yohn Paul was fo opprefTed, that he could fcarce 
breettbj and could find no Peace or Comfort from 
Prayer y Sacrament s^ or good Works : But St. Igna- 
tius, by fwo Wordsy wiped away, as it were with 
his Hands, all his Trouble and Difquiet.'* — In 
Turfeliri% Lauretana Hiftoria we read of " a Woman p^g. --, 
foffeffedy who, having tried in vain divers 5a/ff//y and 
the moft folemn Pites of the Church, applies to the 
Virgin of Loretto ; where the Devils depart, with la- 
mentable Rowlings and Groans^ < Mary^ Mary I 
ihe has ejeded us." Indeed 'tis very common to 
£nd {omc Difiempers -and Devils fo obflinate, that 
they will never yield, but to aggrandize the Cha- 
racter of fome particular Saint, or Order, 

[No. 2.] Here fdlows another Engine to raife ^«fler* 
op Mr. Wefley\ Name. « A Quaker, difpleafed at p. 43!'"^ 
the Dijpmulation of thefr Creatures^ [the Screamers^ 
Droppers^ (5fr.] was biting his Lips, and knitting 
his Brows, when he dropt down as Thunder-Jiruck, 
His Jgony was terrible to behold. We befought 
God not to lay Folly to his Charge. And he foon 
lifted up his Head, and cried aloud, < Now I 
know. Thou art a Prophet of the lard^ 

Tis very poffible this may be all Compaq, But, 
however that be, Mr. Wejlej^ readily catchcth at his 
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juft fftle of a Prophet i and more plainly dfe- 
5 Joum. where : For^ '^ a Woman that ivas a Sinner having 
*• ''*• lent Him a convenient Place for Preaching, he de- 
clares, * Thott poor Sinner, Th^n haft recei^ved a 
Prophet in the Name of a Prophet , and art found of 
him thatfent him^ 

This Peft of Vanity fticks fo clofe, diat he can- 
not help (hewing what a great Man he is ftill far- 
^bM. thcr; " I obferve, the Po^Jb Prieft knew wett 
P'7S'4» i^Q5^y much it would be for the Intereft of hii 
Church to have me accounted a Member of it.*'— 
Without Doubt, the Pope and CardinaU woold be 
in high Raptures. 

Hk Ithacus 'velity (sf magna mercentur AtrieLe. 

5 Jottrn. ^ After preaching, the People were ready to tread 
f* ^°7' me under Foot, out of pure Love and Kkidnefs: 

—-In going to Church welcomed with a loui 
93. Huzza,-^As I Vf!L^ preachings a Col&er begany^mf- 

ing amain for Joy^ Their nfiial Token of Appio- 

bation was clapping me on the BacV* So potent aie 

the Proofs of his Mvine MtJJton^ 

f. 8. [No. 3.J But we may likewife have a 

Sight of out Wonder^mongeTy fitting^ in the Seat of 

the Great Searcher of Hearts. For thus he maketh 

4 Journ. out his Claim^ " As I was e}q)0unding the 1 2di 

p. 52« ofthe.^<ff/, ?L young Many with fome others, rufh- 

ed in, curjtng and^ /wearing vdbemently; and io 

diilurbed all near him, that they put him out. I 

obferved it, and called to let him come in^ that our 

Lord might bid his Chaim fail (ff^ As foon as the 

Sermon was over, he came and declared before us 

all. That he was a Smuggler^ then going on in 

this Work, as his Difguife^ and the great Bag he 

I had 
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had with him, fhewed. But he {aid, he rnoft 
never do this more; for he was now refolved /# 
have tbi Lord for his Gad,'^ 

In this Cafe 'tis evident, either that there was 
CdllufioH aui Combituttiony which Mr. Weflty furely 
will not admit; or elfe that he huw th^Stcnti 
tf the Mmis Hearty that he would become a Cw 
nmt \ as well as the Mind of Cbriji^ who would 
make him fnch. And why fhould he fall ihort of 
his Forefathers ? For we read, *< that a Jrw^ in Rit«<leii. 
the Jefidts College at Rome, feemed once to be con- ^"^^^ 5'* 
verted ; but afterwards became furieus, and refolved 
to be gone, faying, < he would not be a Chrifiian^ 
The Holy Father Ignatius only called for him, and 
faid, * Stay with us, 1/aac^ and in a Moment he 
wa^ quieted and gentle as a Lamb^'* — Ournext 
Parallel will be clofer. ** St. Dominit having con* ^ec«I« 
vidled fome Perfons of Herefy, and delivered them ^««pJ» 
to the fiadar Arm\ as they were going to be plf'^i* 
bumedy he ipieth one among them, in whom Sf- Matai. 
Kerning a Rof of Predejiination, he ord^eth him nqC 1«7>^^* 
to be bomed, but to be delivered back to the Holy 
Officii where he fays to him, * I knonv, my Son, 
thott^ wilt yet be a good Man, and a Saint.' He 
was inftantfy illumnated, and became of the Order 
of Ftyars Preachers''' — Nor muft St. Francis 
he omitted^ ♦* who foretold the Converfion of fe- Bonatto. 
▼end Perfons, with infallible Truth, to Chrifi, who ^^^* 
y^Greasyeffgrver/er-^'^BecaLnk Saint Francis follow^ ^^^' 
td Chrift to PerfeSioH\ God, by jy^/V/xtg^ himfelf to Idl. »7»f 
Wm, and making him one Spirit with him by Tranf 
formation, revealed hi$ own Senfe to him; not 
only making him a Prophet, in feeing and know- 
wvg Things future, and diftanti but mere than a 
Prophet, in refpeft of knowing the Secrets of Men't 
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Hearn. Of which there are divers Infiances^^^ 
" By a certain Sfirituai Sign he knew who would 
be favedy and who datmed^ and voben, — A ^^v* 
ther under a grievous Temptaiivn fancied he ihould 
be cured by the Parings of St, Francises Nails: 
St. Francis, knowing this at a Diflance, takes a 
Pair tfSciJfarsy cuts lome Parings, and fends them ; 
and the Man was inftantly cured of the Tempta- 
tion.** And, as it would be the utmoft Partiality 
to deny the Female Saints the Knowledge of fuch 
curious Secrets ; — we find the injpired Bourignen 
laying in her Claim ; ** If I perceive the moft hid- 
den Thoughts of your Hearts, whence can this come 
but from God done ? " [Light in Darknefs, Part i, 
Letter i.] i^M, of Pazzi " penetrated into the 
moft hidden Folds of other People's Omfdences^ 
'— " One of St. Catharine^ Prerogatives was, to 
know whether other People were in a State of 
Grace, or not: She could read their Minds, and 
clearly underftand all that was in them. She 
knew kicked Perlbns by their fiirAing SfAelL^"* 

That this miraculous Gifi' was communicated to 
the humble Followers, hotYi Methodifs and Pa^p, 
will be obferved anon. In the mean time, perhaps 
Mr. Wefley hath received the fame Light with 
** Fryar Roger, to whom a Francifcan appeared after 
his Death, and gave hrm a Pule how to know whether 
any Perfon were in the Number of the PredeJH- 
nated, by a peculiar Sign, fecret to common Mor- 
tals; and revealed to him the Certainty of his 
ovm FleStion : "—Or he may inherit from St. Fran- 
cis himfelf, " who knew who (hould be faved, by 
a Sign not known to carnal Mw."— 

- §. 9. But 
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$. 9* Bat more of this, and other ixtraarS^ 
fuvjGijftsy will come to Light, by looking into 
Mr. Wejky'z Pradicc of exordfing Devtlsy and re- 
lieving the /'^^^i/i with various Proofs and In- 
Aances of the fniracuhus Vvwtr of Healings 

[No. 4.] « One J— « H— a, a Man of a re- Weiley, 
golar Li&y conilandy attending the public Prayers \^ ^ ^* 
and Sacramenty zealous for the Church, bfr. -^ 
laboured above Meafure to convince his Acquaint- 
ance, that the Methodifis falling into f range Fits at 
ibt Societies -^wsLi a Delujion of the DeviL We 
were going home, when one met us, and informed 
ns, * that y— » H— « was fallen racing mad^ It ' 
feems, he had been reading a Sermon on Sahation 
if Faith ; and, in reading the laft Page^ he changed 
Colour, fell horn his Chair, began /creaming terri- 
bly, and heating himfelf againft the Ground. — I 
came in, and found him on the Floor i the Room 
fall of People, whom his Wife would have kept out i 
but he cried out, ' No ; ]^t them all come, let all 
the World fee they*/? Judgnunt of God: — Fixing hit 
Eyes upon w/, he cried, * Ay, this is He, who I 
faid was a Decei<ver of the People. But God has 
overtaken me. I faid it was all a Deluiion j but 
this is TO Dtf/tf/Jw!?.' He -then cried out, * O thou 
Devil! thou curfed Devil! yea, thou Legion o£ 
Devils ! thou can*ft not flay. Chrif will caft 
thee out. —Tear me in Pieces, if thou wilt, but 
thou can'ft not hurt me.' He then heat himfelf 
Againil the Ground again; — Breaft heaving as in 
the Pangs of Death. — We betook ourfclves to 
Pr<^9 his Pangs ceafed^ and both Body and Sotd 
were fet at Liberty." But " going away, and af- 
terward returning to J- n ff— », we found his 
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J^oke was loft, and his Bodf weak as that of an 
Infant." The lafl Words, I obferve, fticw zJH^ort- 
li'vedzcii imperfeSi Cure. What became of him 
afterwards, we know not. — I oBfervei that no Re- 
gulariiy of Life, or Attendance on the moji facred 
OrdinanceSy will fatisfy Mr. Wefley, if we think 
Methodifm is a Delujton, So ready is he to decry 
• all the Means ef Grace, and Good' PTorh,' [Comp. 
5 Journ. Page 45— 6.] 

I obferve, that, upon the Man*s reading Mr. 
Wef!ey^% Sermon (for he hath printed one upon Sal'va- 
tion iy Faith) the De^il feizeth him ; he is ftruck 
with Madnefsy of which the proper Sympoms are 
expreffed : This he declares to be a judicial Sen- 
tence for oppojing Mr. Wejley ; " This is he,', who I 
faid was a Deceiver j but God hath overtaken me." 
Which Words, if fpoken by the Man himfelf as. 
his own Sentiments, are confejfedly fpoken by him 
under a Fit of Diftra^ion, and Diabolical Pojfef 
Jion: If fpoken by Satan, making ufe of the ManV 
Organs ; then Satan is the Methodifts Friend, and 
bears Tefimof^ to Mr. Wefley% Mijioh, — I obferve,^ 
that, in order to be true Methodifts, we are to rtm 
mad and be poffeffed, in hope of a fhort and tfnper- 
fe£i Cure. 
Bartol. By way of Comparifon, we* read or ** a mi/era^ 

Vit. Ign. llg Woman, to whom the Virgin Mary, firetching 
' ^' * * cut her Hand, pointed out Ignatius, and command- 
ed her to addrefs herfelf to him. But Jhe, ftruck 
with frefh Pangs, cried ahud, * Pardon me, O 
Bleffed Ignatius t For now I remember I have often 
been incredulous, oppofing thofe who extolled your 
S anility; and upbraiding mj Brother {ox \y€\ti^ of 
your Order ^ Acknowledge then, fays the Virgin, 
that he is truly a Satnt^ that he is your only Help^ 

and 
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and that you are to be favtd hy Ms Grace,^'^ 
Madam Bottrignon writeth to a Woman in thefe 
Words; " You fay, Miftrefs, thztyoxxs HufimniTs Light i« 
IDncfs is pccaiioned by my Writings. — Is there not p^^^ 4 * 
Ground to doubt, that thofe,' who fpeak evil Lett.». 
of them» are polTefled with the fame Sfin'ff that 
was in, the Pharifees^ w^ofaidof Jgfiu C&rr)?,.that 
he was me wh Jkduced the People f •— I efteem your 
Utifimd happy 1 for his Child-birth Pains i--^ I wifh 
onuiy .more were finitten with this Dijeafe^ even 
though, they fhould die for it^^'' 

It may occafion.a Doubt,' whether die Madman^ 
or^atofff was psopeiiy the Speaker ; becanfe Po' 
pijh Writers ^f.Il€emonohgyXs3lM%i " that, although Thjrmt 
the /'£^i/ wiU .fpeak Things ^om themfebnes^ in ^*"^°°* 
which spirits have no Share \ yet mAfi oftenly. die c. 17. 
whole Difcoufffe is the DeviPsy And in diat.Cafe, 
'' the Devil wilLfometimesipeak Tfuth^ oxfeem to 
depart, in order to puff up die Exorcift with Fain- 
ghy:' BsxB which Reafon they ;add, ^' that the Mall. 
£x9rcift ihould .by no means he a Man giTen to ^***^* 

j. 10. [No. 5,] •* A youf^Woman of • Nine^ "Wcfley, 
teen, that could not write or read, h^ in Bed 3 Jo«">« 
by two or three Perfons j — Anguifh, lioivor. De- 
spair, above De&ription, in her pale Faoe.«.i^4^ 
thoufand Di&ortions fhewed how the Dogs of 'Hell 
"Were gnmuing her Heart. She fhrieks, fcreams out^ 
' I am damned, damtid, . Six Days ago you might 
have helped me : But it is now pail. I am the De-- 
w/j now : 1 have giveamyfelf to him. His I am. 
fii« I. muft fcrve. With him I muft go to Hell. I 
y^Uh^ his. I wll ferve him. J nmil.ga with him 
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to Hell. I caimot, I will not, be /aval. I nmjl^ 
I nviU^ I tmll be damned.* She then began fnrf- 
ing to the Devil. ^ began, 

' Arm of the Lord, awake, awake/ 

She immediatdy funk down at ajkip\ bat, as 
ibon as we left off, broke out again with unexpicf- 
fiUe Vehemence, * Stony Hearts, break ! — I aa 
a Warning to you. — You need n^ be damned^ 
though I muft.' -« She then fixed her Eyes on die 
Comer of the GeUng^ and faid, * There he is. 
Ay, There he is. Come, good Devil, come: 
Takeme away. You Hud you wiUdaiih my Brains 
out. Come, do it quickly. I am yours. I tviB 
be yours* Come juft now. Take me away.* We 
interrupted her by tailing again upon God, — We 
continued in Prater till paft Elemi: When GU 
in a Moment ^ake Peace to her 5W.** 

Here is one of the moft difmal Inftances of Mai- 
nefsy Pofeffiom^ and De/pair^ that can well be con- 
cerned ; one among Moiiy that har^ happened among- 
the Metbodifts : Horribly Jbociingf but neceflaiy to 
be troH/cribedi on account of firnlar Cafes among 
Pafifts^ of Parallels in Perfons faid to be pojfejfei 
Or bewitcUf and cured by Exorci/ms<, kc. 

BxLtf beftxre I proceed, it may be proper jnft ta 
lACnti<m ** the J>iftin£Hon between Perfons Poffkffid, 
and fnch as are Bemicbed: The/etmer taSlsr pure- 
ly (as DtemmlogiJU write) £t>m the Operatipn of 
Baton bimfelfi or his Imps: The latter indeed irom 
Satatty but not without the Intervention of Wi- 
«ar^ or H^itcbes.^ — And I would have it ob- 
ferved, that I do not make myfelf a Party in the 
Controverfy about D^^Momarj, whether .their Cs^e 
htmere Dijiemfer^ or Diflemper caufed by ewl 
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Sftrits; aor yeC, whedier, how often, and how 
far, we have Proof of the Power of Witcbcrafi, 
Thus mnch, however, I (ay, that I amnot one 
of thoie Heroesy who take upon them to chaft 
S^ritiud Biingt^ .good or bad, oat of the World i 
or to dony either their E^ifiemg, or Influatce, And 
yet I am well aware how many poor Creatnres.kave 
laJM^l^ fuffered under fach an Iwfntatkni how 
freqarady Difttmpirs have been conftrued into ?»/- 
feffioH and Witchcraft \ and efpedally what 'witkei 
Trkh ami Imp9ftwu P^Jh Friefis^ Jrfuits, &c 
have {^ayed upon the World by fiich Pretenfiom, 

We have ieveral Particulars in this Article, which 
are not without their friper Parallels. This ftm- 
Creaiare calling opon the Demi, * I am danmed, I 
have given nyfefcf to him. Come, good Devil, 
take me away,* b'f. — i« equalled by ♦* thsLtirla/ Baling. 
themit^ Wntcb, pouiing out Cnrfings and Execra- CaJend. 
tions, and toaring ont, * Come, Devil, come.* The p' ^!^f* 
Devil inihmtly feizeth him, and daiheth him againt 
the Gromid, &r. All the Holy Anudets of the Ca>^ 
tMck Church are prefcribed. But nothing wo«id 
do^ till, i^ Ptfyer to the Virgin Mary, the E^viiSfi- 
fit hi a Matnent departed^ 

Again ; Mr. JVafley aiech hard Names, calling the 
Derib < Dogs of Hell i' and both he and PFhitefeld 
kai befinre cailed Satast * a Fool, one t^at did not 
anderilaid Ins own Bufinefs.'' Which (hews how 
can&lly thqr. ob&rve * the Rule prefcribed to Mall. 
Eseerdfis hy app rov ed Pafifts, namely, to call fhe ^alef. 
Dtvils offnhHoas Names, an oitkr to expel them, ^^^^'J' 
V tuning their Pftide,'^ And 'tis one fortn ^f Qm- 
juration, " I conjure you, ye abominable Rebels, Menrf 
ye Acherontic Dogs, worfe than Common Strumpets, Fwga 
*c" And they give for a Reafin, * that the p***"^; 
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fnudDevih cannot bear Cotittmft^ but will {heak 
away a/hamed^ 

We may obferve, that this deffairing Womam^ £f- 
traSedhy her Terrors, hath in Imagination 9.Sigbi 
of the Devil coming to feize her ; '< She fixt her 
Eyes on the Comer of the Cielutg, faying, * There 
he is. Ay, There he is, feT^-." — And (pag. 8S.) 
** Another Woman ftrangely torn by the Devil, 
upon Deliverance hy rn^er, cried out vehemently) 
' He is gone : He is gone/* 

This imaginary Sight, of what none beiides can 
fee, is pretty common among the Legendary 
Saints ; who in their dej^erate and diftroBed Fits fee 
Jiim coming and going, and enter into Difcourfe with 
him. — Tis iikewife a very ufual Thing with Per- 
fons thought to be bevuitched, to have a Sight of 
their Tormentors, either Damons, or Witches. Thofe, 
who are unacquainted with thefe Things, may fee 
many Inftances in Mather^s Hiftory of Nevj-Englasid; 
particularly. Book VI. Ch. 7. Where « Pcr- 
fons tormented by Sorcery, or Witchcraft, are in 1 
the utmoft Agonies and Conwulfions, uttering the mod j 
horrid Imprecations and Blajphemies ; " fuch as thefe ; 
in Mr, Wejley^s Journals. One fees sl Spirit ftandi 
by her, and afterwards cries out, * He is gone.* 
Others cry out upon the Damons, ' They are 
gone; they are gone;' and with an altered Voicif 
fay, « Now I am well.' — So (Hiftory of Witcb^ 
craft. Vol. I. p. 50.) Mrs. Ihrogmorton^i Chil-* 
dren cry out, * bee the Witch there; take her 
away ; look where ihe ftands.' Page 1 23. Tha 
fuppofed Wixard is Jiiti ; * Oh ! He is comeii 
he is come.' 
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The contrary, jcpus Vtjkm of Chrtfit Angeh, 
&c. will fall in our Way as we go on } as alfo 
other Circumftanccs of Witdkraft. 

$.11. [No. 6.] Of equally terribU Nature is 
the next Cafe. *' A JFdtium lay on the Growidt Weilcy, 
forioufly gnajhing her Teeth, — and roaring. Not 3 Jo»™' 
eafy for three or four Perfons to hold her; efpe- '''^''*' 
cially when the Name of ye/us was named. We 
framed; the Violence of her Symptoms ceafed, but 
not a complete DeUmerance, 

In the Evening, being fent for again, I was un* 
nxiiUtngy indeed afrai(l, to go ; thinking it would 
not aTail, unlefs fome, who were ftrong in Faiths 
were to nvreftle ivith God for her. I opened ny 
Tefiameni on theie Words; I njtias afraid^ and 
went and hid thy Talent in the Earth, I flood re- 
proved, and went immediately. She began ycr^owr- 
ing before I came into the Room ; then broke out 
into ^.horrid Laughter, mixt with BlaJ^bem^, grievous 
to hear. One, who from many Circumflances ap- 
prehended a preternatural Agent, aiking, * How 
didft thou dare to enter into a Chripan?^ was 
anfwered, ' She is not a Chriftian : She is mineJ 
J^ * Dofl thou not tremble at the Name of Je/us?^ 
No Words followed, but ihe finrunk hack, and 
trembled exeeedingfy, ^ * Art thou not increafing^ 
thine own Damnation ? ' It was faintly anfwered, 
• Ay, hy : ' Which was followed by frefh Curfing 
and Blajpheny^ 

My Brother coming in, Ihe cried out, * Preacher ! 
Field-Preacher! I don't love Field-Preaching: This 
was repeated two Hours together, y/ixh /pitting, and 
all the ExpreHions of ikong Auerjion, 
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Two Days after we called upon her ag^ki. Now 
k was, that G9J (hewed he heaveth die Prayer. AU 
her Pangs ceafed in a Moment i — and ihe knew 
that the Son of Wickednefs was departed from 
her/' 

Here we (ee a confeilcd diaboUcal Poffejfim: 
Mr. Wejley owns \iV& talent of tjeSing Satan \ and 
aftually doeth it, by the Prayers of himfelf and 
Brother, Let ns coniider a few of the Circum- 
ftances. — In the firft Place we ihould admire 
Mr. Wejlejs excellent Trap to catch Fame, i, e. an 
jAppearance of profound Humility. He was ummU 
ling and afraid to venture upon expelling Satan 
himfelf cafting about for others ftrong in the Faith. 
In this Perplexity he tKfs in the Bihle, by Way of 
Lottery 5 (which Mr. Whitefield calls tempting God, 
and much greater'and better Men hare looked upon 
as little fliort of Conjuring) immediately Heamen 
openly attefts his Talent of ejeSing Dennis. Hc 
goes and facceeds. — Again, (even after the Sane* 
tion of Heaven to be an E^eorcifti and the Rehttke for 
Wefley, drawing back) <* being informed of a Woman 
p. %T»^ deemed mad, or poj/tffed, and defired to come to 
her ; he afketh, ' V^hat Good do you think I caa 
do?* But, being preiTed, he went; perfcM-med his 
Office i and left her rejoicing and praifing Gody^^ 
Plain Once more: ** Mr. Wefley having cured an Old 
Account, ]\/[an of an inveterate Cough, aflceth, (how modefity, 
and yet how artfully ?) Does Humility require me 
to deny a notorious FaQ ? If not, which is Famty? 
To fay, I, by my own Skill, reftored this Man to 
Health ? Or to fay, God did it by his own Jl- 
mighty Power ?^ 

In all thefe Inftances Mr. Wejley well knows < the 
Peribns with whom he has to do,' where the Ho- 
nour 
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tmt will center, what Veneration Us own wilt 
conceive for the wonderful Man^ who is fuch a 
powerfal Operator^ and, at the fame time, of fach 
felf'flenying Humility. 'Tis our Bufinefs to remark, 
how carefully he hath copied his Originals: «— As 
that of the great " Jgnaiius^ unto whom k Woman ]Ubate» 
t^fefedwitYi a D^// being brought, from an Opi- ^"^^ij^* 
niott of his eminent Sem&ity^ he anfwered very bnnt- * ^^ 
ifyy * that he deferved not fo much Favour at the 
Lard's Hands: Vet he would fray for the poor W6» 
man^ He did fb ; and presently fhe Vi^s freed from 
her Trouble."— " From the iame Principle of TBjrr. 
HumiHtft and Fear of a/fuming too much, many ^J^^* 
iUuJirious Saints have with DiiHculty been induced cap. ^SL 
to lend their Operation in cafiing out Devils, 
^t. Laurentius Juftinian^ being deiired to expel a 
Devil out of a fFoman^ faid, * Aik not of me what 
1 can't do.' Gregory of Ungon gave the fame An- 
swer ; St. Remigius the fame, when a Woman pof- 
fejfed applied to him ; and fo did Nicetius of 
Lyons:' This they found the moft effcftual Way* 
For the Pride of the Devils could never rdift the 
thmnliiy of the Exorcift. « The Devil, in ftll Pof Confor. 
^wr of a Man, feeing Frj^^jr Ruffin coming, ran ^^*^ 
4^^ as fail as he could, and gave for a Reafon^ 
* that he could not Hand the Poverty^ Humility, and 
Prayers of fuch a Saint.'' — " St. Antony,^ once find- -phyr* 
ing himfclf not powerful enough to expel a Da^ iWd. 
9m, fendeth the P^ejfed to Paul the Simple i and 
then, * I go, I go, (iaith the Proud Spirit) die 
Simplicity and Humility of Paul drive me away." 

Another Thing obfervable is Satan^s Jcurrilous 
Language, and contemptuous Treatment of the 
^£%i. " Preachers ! Field- Preachers I I don't 
^c Fi^U-Preachers, for two Hours together, witi 

E 3 It^^^'^H* 
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fpittittgj and all Exprefliom i^ firong Avirfim^ 
And who but the Dentil^ or his Agents^ wotiM do 
fo ? And yet this evidehdy turns out to the fVeJltfi 
Advantage \ to the Intreafeo^ the malicious Sfirifs 
mxm Damnation^ and thiir Triumph, For what bet- 
ter Proof of their diwne MiJJtcni than Sauuts 
Averfim to them; of their Superiority^ than his 
fying the FicM ? 

This hath been of old one of the Dewts Tricb, 

Bartol. and with the fame Smeefs. For '' they infulted 

^'^ojf "* even the Holy Ignatius with foch opprobrious Nich 

namesy calling him One-eyed^ Halter ^ BaUpate^ (^e. 

They don^ vahie Ignatius of a Ihtir, and will not 

ftir a Foot for him. But with their nuh&ie Troop 

Thyr. Were foon forced to fly."—" They throw out Cart' 

w ft ^^^^' ^ Bla/phemies and RaiRngs againft the Saints ; 

l>.i»i, ct calling the moft ianftified Virgin Eufbrafia^ Wh9re\ 

Dsmoa. and Tbeodorusj Sen of a Whore : Thcy call St. Be- 

'• *^3' neiS^, MaleS^ : St. SfTus and St. Bernard, thcy 

diminish into little Syrulus and BernarMus ; and 

call the latter Pork-eeaer and Cabhage'Cratnmtr \ att 

with the utmoll Contumely ^^ 

§. 12. We go on in the feme Strain. [No. 7.] 
Weflcy, « I was fcnt for to IQngfwood, to one of thofe who 

fet out, fo that I was throughly wet in a few Mi*» 
nutes. The Woman^ then three Miles off, cried 
out, ' Yonder comes Wefley, galoping as f aft as hi 
can^ When I was come> I was ^te cold and dead^ 
fitter for Sleep, than Fra^er, She burft out into a 
horrid Laughter, and faid,. * No Power, no Power: 
No Faith, no Faith. She is mine. I have her, 
and will not let her go.* We begged of God to 
ittcreafk our Faith, Mean while her Fangs imcrea/ed 

more 
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more and more : So that one would have imagined, 
by the Violence of the Throes, her Boify muft 
have been patttred to Pieces, One, who wat 
dearly coDYinced this was no natmtd Difurder, faid, 
^ I think ^uttrn is kt loofe'. I fear he will not flop 
hen^ And added, ' I command thee, in the 
Naaeof 7i^j, tell if thou hafi Commiffion to 
twmeva awf other Soml* It was immediately an- 
iwered, ' I have, X— :y C-^r, and S^-^h J—/ ;' two 
who lived at A)me Dift^mce, and were then in per- 
ftft Health.''' This was oa Saturday, But he goes 
on, << On $mdaj^9 in the E*veningy I called afr 
Mis. 7— .'s in Kingfwood, S--h Js and L-^ 
C— r were there. It was ibtrce a Quarter of an 
Hour before L — -j C^r fell into a ftrange Jgvny ; 
ftnd prefently after S-^hJ-^s. The 'vio/ent Con- 
vulfims all over their Bodies were fuch as Words 
caoDot deferibc. Their Criet and Groans were too 
hwrid to be borne. Till one of them, in a 7one 
not t9 be eoefreffedy faid, ' Where is your Fmth 
nm»? Come, go to Prefers, I will pray with 
you J Our Father, &c.' We took the Advice, 
fr^m ntsibomfiever it came, and poured oat our Souls 
before G^d, till L^-y C — rs Agnnes fo increafed^ 
^ ihe ieemed in the Pangs rf Death, But in 2 
Mment God /poke ; ftie knenju his Voice, and both 
Body and Soul were healed. We continued in 
^rt^ till near One, when S-^h J — ^j's Voice was 
sUb changed, and ihe began flrongly to call upon 
^. In the Morning we renewed our Prayers, 
while flie was crying continually, * I hum, I burnt 
•^I have a fire 'withrn me, t camiol bear it. Lord 
Jtfns! Hdpn 

I have 
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I have tranfcribed this Cafe at liu'ge, on aco&ufit 
of Variety of Obfefvatiom and Parallels that will 
lefult froin it. 

The firft exiroMrMnary Cireumfiance is, that, when 

Mr. ^^^ was on. the Road, and upon the Gd-* 

lop on account of the Rain, the Woman poJJeJ/U 

kiO\x\6. kmw and fie xki^ ib exactly at three Miles 

Jjifiance. And I afiure hiniy that I do not da^ 

the Fa^ i thoiighl cannot comprehend th^ Man- 

nerj or the Caufe. Nor do I doubt of the l^ruth 

of fome fanilar Cafis^ however unaccountable, as 

Jto bare Matter of Fa^- Whether this will torn to 

Mr. WeJUyh Honour^ I cannot fay. 

Book Ti. Mr. C. Mather^ (Hiflory of New*England) giving 

Chap. 7, an Account of dreadftil Sorceries and Witchcrafts^ 

has many Inftances, *' attefied by Perfcms of the 

utmoil Ferocity^ and unquelHonably wellfupport* 

ed» of People thus fretematurally indifpofed, 

who knew Things done at a Difiancey and what 

Perfons were bewitched ^t diftant Places."" — So» in 

Relat. Glawviir^ Sadducifmus Triumpbatus, we have £vi* 

^ *<*• dence upon Oatb^ " of a Boy bewitched^ who would 

defcribe exa£Uy the Clothes and Habit of the Witch 

at that Time, though her Houfe was at a good 

Difiance i and this the Conftahle and others, upon 

repairing to the Witch's Houiie, found to be true. 

Rdat. — A Girl taken with f range Fits ufually told 

the 3d. ^i^f Qothes Elizabeth Style (the fuppofed WitchJ 

had on at'the Time> which the Informant and others 

have feen, and found true."' •— There is another 

Cafe, coming nearer to that of Mr. Wejley ieen 

Vol. I. ^poi^ the Gallop J Sec, to be found in the Hiftory of. 

p. 77* Witchcraft, "Tis in the Account of the Witches of 

Warbois, executed for bewitching the Children of 

Mr. Throgmorton, and tormenting them with grie-> 

T0U9 
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vewi Agonies^ Fits» fdtc.-^" Theeldeft Daugli. 
ta wiis in her Fk, fitdng at Home in a. Parlouri 
wkofaddenly faid, ^ Noiv Uncle» and two others, 
wluun (he naated» are going to Moiker Sawuul^ (the 
Witch.) See, fays (he, where Mother Samuel gqe^ 
tmtmg in the Streets b^re them, with her 
wooden Tankaix!, and her Apron tucked op be« 
fore ;' naniing the Hoofe where (he went, and all 
the J^fcoorfe that pafled between them. And it 
proved trae, that (be repeated exadly every Word 
and Paliage between them ; though (he could not 
pofllbly either hear or fee any Thing in that Situa* 
don, and at that Difiance.'' 

Pop^ Authors are unanimous in aicribing this 
Enmxdedgeof Things remote from the natural Sight 
to a Maholical Foffeffion. Nor need we be particu- De Ex- 
hu", when we have the Autht»ity of the Roman Ru ^^i^ 
tualj «* that the Di/covety of Things at a Dijfance is 
one Sign of an inmate DrviJJ^ Unlefs the G/orious 
Ignatius be thought of Better Authority; one of 
whofe Privileges was, ** to difcover Things very vit. Ign. 
far remote iix>ni human Sight:" Or that In(hince F* 551* 
"of Fryar John^ a francifiaxy who had a clear Martyr. 
Perception of the Coming of Brother Giles, at Francifc. 
twenty-eight Miles Diftance, by the Odour of his ^"^ ^' 
Sanaityr 

The fecond Particular remarkable is another 
liiflance of the De*viPs Impudence^ in ridiculing 
Mr. Wejley for his draggled Condition ; and taking 
Advantage, from his being quite cold and deady 
to burft out into a horrid Laugh ; thereby infalting 
him both for Want of Pew^r, and of faith, Mr. 
Wejley feems fenfible of this Defea, and begs of 
<?ft/to increafe their fenth. The 'wicked one again 
tajtnteth and uphraideth him, " Where is 'your 

Faith 
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Fmtb now^ Ceme, go to Praj^j. I will pray 
with you ; Our Father^ SccJ"* This likewife is in- 
timated to be a Sneer of the D^il ; for Mr. ^^ 
adds, " We took the Advice, from wbom/oever it 



tame^'' 



Whoever will look into the Ehgia ye/uitanem^ 
(Pag. 489.) will £nd how thefe cur/ed Spirits took 
all Opportunities of treating the holy Men with De- 
rijmiy Scoffs, Taunts^ Horfe'Laughs ; and how all 
turned to a good Account, in raiAng the Character 
Ribaden. of the J^/i. — Even Ignatius himfelf, St. Dom- 
& ^Eto-^* «^» ^^^ all the Mafs-Priefis found the fame in^- 
minic. iient ^xAfcornful Treatment. And we arc aiTured, 
Franci '* ^^^* when the Holy Fathers the Jefuits came to 
Annal. relieve any D^emoniacs, the Devils at firft would 
p^^iia. ^^a^® impudently, and infult them ; but were for- 
ced to take to their Heels, as foon as the Poffeffed 
had purged themfelves by Omfeffion, and tied fome 
cmfecrated Wax round their Necks." 
' The Circumftance of the DeviPs calUng fir 
Prayers puts me in mind of what fome Papifts fay; 
namely, " that this infimal Fiend wiM fometimes 
relent y and will bring himfelf down fo as to fay 
Pater Nofter, but never to fay A<ve Mary^ 
Specul. '' The Den)il too, feeing how Penitents were 

Exempl. whitened by Qmfeffion, defu-ed a Prieft to confcis 

cap. 23. pi^* 

As a third Particular we may take Notice of Sa- 
tan's not (lopping at one ^lethodifi, but declaring 
his CommiJ/ion to torment tnvo mere, whom he nanteS' 
This Secret is drawn from Satan by " One, who 
was clearly convinced this was no natural Di/order :** 
Which One, I prefumc» is Mr. ^'e/Ieys Good Self 9 
by his fpeakJng fo attthoritati^vely, " I command 
thee to tell/'-— The Account fecms to betray . feme 

Sufficien 
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Sa^cion of a Compa&. For I do not £ad this 
^fiion was ev«r afked before in any of the ikf^- 
thuMfis that were fojfejfed: And it muft be a fooli/h 
Devils who would fo freely declare into nvbta far- 
ticalar Perjonf he was to enter ; — unlefs ke were 
coapeUid irrefiftihly by Mr. JVeJley*^ fttperior Penver, 
Tis a lucky Incident too, that thcfe " Two 'very 
Perfons, who lived at a DiJIancey'* (hould happen 
at that Nick of Time to be in Company with Mr. 
Wejky^ and there on a fudden fell into their Saho* 
Ucal Fits. And it nuy be thought he was ibme-' 
thing defective in Power^ or Charity^ for not pray- 
ing to Godf or commanding Sutan to torment no 
Body hefidis ; inilead of permitting him to inffift 
his Tortures on others. But perhaps it mxg^t 
mcM-e eSe^ally advance the ExorciftU Hmwtri in 
multiplying Cures by his Interajffkn. 

£ut, without coniidering the Cafe in this View, 
I ihall barely relate fome Parallels of Satan^s Jlif' 
ping out of one Perfon into another ^ from Hiftories of 
People bewitched^ and Popijh Exorcifms. ** A W0* 
numpojfeffedhy an unclean S^rit was brought to the 
Prieft to be exorci/ed; and the Denfil fpoke out of her 
Mouthy Mf I am qefted from ber^ I will inftant- 
ly enter into another Peribn ;' naming one Othmar. 
Butiie could not J becaufe the Prieft fent to Othmar 
to arm hintfelf by Penitence and Confejffion. [Should 
not Mr. Wejl^ have given this Caution?^ MahilL 
A&, Benedi^. ab Ann. 800. Part 2d, pag. 4. 
Again; '< Another Woman was brought to St. 
Prtdfus to be exorcifedy and the Devil faid, * I am 
^e£ted hence by the Word of the Lord^ and the 
Merits of bis Saint: But, befote you get to 
Effeftforty I will plague you again , and a^ain,^ 
Awoidingly. he entered into another Sifter^ and 

into 
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Into a 9%fr^ and tormented them in a terrible 
. Mannqr. Bat they were reftored to tafeS Smmd- 
$tt/}'' Ibid. p. 62, 

We i^ad of foch a >%n9^ 2>rcn/ fxwK^ ijr ^ 
Vita NUJacidas ; <' for» being driven out of one Woman, 
Mdach. unmediately he jumps intt> another; driven oat of 
her, he flies back again into die^firft Woman ^ aad 
fo ihifts often backward and fbrwai*d» till atieBgtk 
he is commanded to po^&ft neither of them, nor 
any other Perfon $ the Smmi not beadng any 
longer to be thas illuded." 

$. 13. The D^mmiaci among the MtthoSft 
are itill carrying us on into' farther Sfatda^am^ 
Wefley, ariimg from the following laftance. [No. 8.] *' I 
* J^gg"* met, {aLy% Mr. Wefl^ wkh a fnrprijdng.Inflance of 
^^' * the Power of the DewL Mrs J— j took tiw 
Bibk^ and read \ but on a fndden threnr it away, 
faying, ' I am good enough, I will never xead* 
or pray more. — I ufed to chink I was full of Siii) 
and fmned in &i^ Thing I did. Bnt now 1 
know better. I nevier did uiy Harm in my life, 
&r.'*- She ^poke many Things to the fame £Sed; 
plainly fhewing, that the S^rii vf Tnde^ lutd tf 
Ljes^ had full Dominion over her.--^AMl yet ^ 
was in the moil njiolent ^gtarfj both of MimL and 
Boify, Upon oar begimiiag to frt^, Jtbe raged ht- 
yond Meafure, bot iboa fimk donm as dead. In A 
few Minutes jfhe revived, and jmned in Froftr, 
We left her for the prefhitin Peace.'' 

Such are the Tendenc)^ and EJias of Methodifiicai 
S^itual Pride from the Do&rine of PerpSHm, 
But he goeson, <' AU the next Day ihe was in a 
*oident Agee^ \ till, ilarting up in the Evening, &e- 
faid, * Now they havie dm. They, faure jujt 

done* 
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itmi. C— frayed^ >and Humphrey preached. (Ani 
indeed /o they did,) And thqr are comng hither as 
/aft as they can.' Qsidd/ after they came ia. 
5kc inunediately cried out, * Why, what do you 
•come for? Yoa catit pray : You know you canV 
Ax^ ihty could not open their Moiahs I fo that after 
a fliort time they were conftrabed to leave her as 
ihe was. 

Maiiy came to fee her on Tue/day ; to evefy one 
of whom ihe fpoke concerning either their a^ual^ 
x>x their Heart Sim ; and that fo cio/e/y, that feveral 
of them 'we^ttawaym more Haile than they came.'* 
[This, 'tis to be remembered, happened in Mr, 
JTeJIe/s Ah/ence.'] « In the Jftemoon fhe fent to 
KingjkuoodiQX me j butfaid, « Mr. Wejley will not 
come To'ftight, He will come in the Mornings 
But God has begun, and he will end the Work hy 
himfdf. Before Six in the Morning I fliall be well.' 
And about a Quarter btfore Six the next Morning 
the Peace of God came to her Soul," 

In this Account (which I thought nece/fary to 
tranfcribe at large) the three following Points are 
-ohferuahle ; — The feeing "Things done at a Difance, 
-— the Knowledge of the Secrets of the Hearty — and 
Utterance of Frophectes^ — all by a Woman poffejjtd 
hy the De^iL 

^Mt prsvioufly I would take Notice of an odd Sort 
*«f Circumftance, wherein this Kno^l^dge of the 
Heart coniifted. When £omp Methodifs came to 
<rifit Mrs. J— j, you obferve, ihe immediately 
cies out, '* What do you come for ? You can't 
frcg: You know you can't." This Mr. Wefley 
%s was true, for «* they could not open their 
Mouths; and.were conjirained to kdive her as ihe 
1«as." Pijt bere is tie Pi^erence between the 

Vol. U. F Principal, 
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Frtncipalf and his Inferiors* Mr. Wefley at dii$ 
time was ah/ent. But when the Devil taunted Mr. 
WeJIey him/elf, as wanting Faith^ and unable XQ 
]pT2Ly ; he prefently fh^wed that he could, as in the 
preceding Number. 

For a CoMfariJon, I do not remember at prefent 

more than two of this odd Kind. One happened 

Martyr, among the Francifcans : " At the Funeral of St. 

JuJTI^i* "^^^^^ *^ ^^ Profundis being fet, none of tbc 
^ ' * Company, with their many and utmofl Attempts, 
could fojjihly utfer the Words^^ — The other is the 
Confeifion of a Perfon fuppofed to be he^tchei^ 
Vol. II. (in the Hiftory of Witchcraft) : " Jgnes Nafmth 
P. 122, frequently told the Minijler, that their Hearts and 
Tongues nvere bound up in fuch a Manner, that they 
could not exprefs what they would : — Upon attempt- 
ing to fpeak, their Mouths {ttme6.toht conira^edl-^ 
fhe could not exprefs one Word^ even when on her 
Knees for the GirVs Recovery^ 
fi^c The frji Point, that oi feeing and Jtnonving Per- 

No* 3. fons and Things at a Difance, may be pafTed over; 
as we have fpoke of it before, and it will fall m oiir 
Way again. 

The fecond is the Knowledge of the Secrets oftU 
Heart. And of this I have fpoken too already; 
at leaft as far as it concerned the Principals^ whe- 
ther Methodifsj or Papifts : And fliall now confid 
this fupernaturql Gifty as communicated to thofe 
hn^jer Rank, There can't be a plainer and ftrongi 
Inflance than this before us ; "' The Woman in h 
Fits J or rather coming out of them, fpoke fo clofc 
ly to her Vifitorsy not only concerning their ad^ 
Sinsy fuch as they had in Faft commttedi bni 
their very Heart Sins, fuch as had only rifen i 
their Thoughts; that thereby fhe puts many 
2 < tkei 
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(liem to Siami, and makes them rim haftilf 
away." 

Were I difpofed to make a Trtfie of this, I 
imglit (a/y that one natural Way of knowing the 
Hearts of each other might proceed from their con- 
fiant CaHom of mutual Qtmfejjfions in the moft m- 
nute CircumHances and Temptations^ and Anfwers 
to the vao^fearching ^eftions: Whereby they come 
acquainted not oidy with the Sins of the Forty 
conjfejpng ; but of thofe who have made no Confef- 
fan ; but who have been guilty of Sins in Company 
with thofe who ban;i confejfedy &c. And fo by one 
wt of his Senfesj in a imU Fit, all is bttrayedi and 
the cmfcious Parties BXtJhamed and difgraced, Thia 
happened in Mr. Wejliy\ Ahfence j who, had he been 
there^ might have prevented the Scandal i, and 
have g^ven the Matter a better Turn, by ihewing 
it to be an Artifice of Satan, in order to calumniate 
the Society of innocent Lambs, For Fopijh Damono^ 
logifts teach» " that 'tis one Trick of the Devil, to ifi^\, 
make the Fojfejfed tell impure and criminal Stories Malcf. 
of the By 'fonder s, on purpofe to raife Scandal \ !^^',J' 
and to terrify them fo that they may run off, and 
take no more Care of the Faiient?^ And fo it 
happened here. 

The Caufe of thus knowing the Heart, and re- 
vealing Secrets, (which fome have afcribed to Dif 
temper, or other Secrets of "Nature) the fame /)<r- x^^^^ 
monologifis impute diredly to the Operation of Satan ; pag. 123* 
as what diftinguiflieth Damons Agency from Hu- Daemon, 
man, and Foffejpon from Difeafe, Thus ". A Girl P* f*' 
in a Monafery, being deeply in Lo<ve, but difap- u^j^Jj-^ 
pcnnted by the Vnfaithfulnefs of her Lover, run Daemon* 
mad: The Z)tf«i//7 entered into her, and difcovered ^-3 c.i3» * 
to her all the Secrets of the Man^ his private Dif- 

F 2 courfea 



C50. 

(ourfes "with his new Miftrefsi wHicli made her 

ready to hang her/elf. But, however, this was 

hnpttted td Melancholy for her Difappohitment.** 

Popijh Parallels are exceeding numerous. To 

Confor. Mention a few : ** By virtue of a ^wonderful Light 

/c)i 139, ^^^ gf Francis, his Di/cifks fawone another*! M'«6 

as clearly as their Bodus ; each One's Confciente be- 

R badcn. ing naked to another/' — ** PL NeHus could diftin* 

May %6. gyjfli Sinners by the Smell j could tell his Penitents 

their particular Maladies, and of his owd Accord 

dete^ their fe^veral Vices^"^ — Laurent, Ahartias hjSy 

De Nat. " I few With my own Eyes a certain foffeffed Wo- 

Daemon. ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ fctulanty that fhe could fee no* 

body whom fhe would not upbraid with their moft 
hidden ignominious fTorkings ; from whence no (inatt 
SuJ^icicns and Defamations arofe.*' 

The /^W Point obfervable was, the Utterance 

of Prophecies by our Methodifis^ or their foretelUnj 

Things to come. The Pretenjtons of Mr. H^hite- 

feld and Mr. Py^ejley to the Prophetic Faetdty (when,. 

I take for granted, they would not be thought 

Damoniacs) hsiVe been related before. Here wc 

have an Inilance of a Woman prophefying under a 

Inthuf. Pojfejflon., " Mr. Wejley wHl not come to Night i 

Part »d. He will come in the Morning. — God will end the 

P- 3^- Work hy him/elf. Before Six in the Morning I 

fhall be well." Whether the Woman herfelf (peaks, 

or the Damon through her Organs , is not certain. 

ThtJfaor, But we HTC afllired, ** the Devil is fo crafty^ that 

Exorcif. fometimes he permits the Pojffeffed to fliew Signs of 

^* ^^* Denjotion \ and the Wicked One himfelf will attef 

pious Things, to perfuade the Exorcifi that he is 

Thvr. departed: — * And, onOccafion, he willed? ota of 

Daemon, his injon Accord, before the Baint comesj to avoid 

F- ' '*• the Difgract of being expelled:^ 

We 



(53) 

tVe hare fuch another Pre£BiM\ " A Woman^ We/ley, 
who dropt down, ffaruck, as was fappofed, with ♦ Jj»r^ 
Death, — declares and knows, flic ihould ««/ Sty ^'^ ' ^"^ 
but live." — And, ** Anne Cole^ when dying, de- 
clares, < I know my Saviour will reftere me foon.* 
And he did, in a few Hours, to Faradifer This 
is a truly Oracular Prophecy y which would be verified 
either by Ufi or Death. Had ihe furvhvedy what 
a Miracle I She <^^//&, and 'tis the fame. 

In inch a Cafe, ** One Stephen Bartolus be^ 
i&g defperately ill, St. Ignatius after going ta 
Af^ dedareth, < ^/i^/&m fliall not die at this 
Time." — On the contrary, " when a Cartefian in Soiu; 
a dying and defpairing Condition fent to that good T^^ 
Sotd Mrs. Boarignon to pray for him, promifing to 
turn wholly to God, if he recovered ; flie pro- 
nounced! (with a i&fuhle Prophecy) * He fliall not 
rtcovcTy but hicflfalldiei for, if he did recover, ho 
would fall deeper into that pernicious Error,'* 

If we look into Popijh Juihors, particularly con-< 
ceming thdr Exorci/msy we generally find thefe 
three Faculties^ (feeing diftant Things, knowing 
the Heart, and foretelling future Events) in one 
And the fame Perfon, either under a Poffeffion^ or an> 
^^fi^fy ; and afcribed likewife to Satauy as the effi* 
dent Cau/e, *' When you hear ignorant and illi- Thdanii- 
tcratc People interpret difiicult Points j difcover the Exwcif. 
Secrets and Sins of others, or fing with a mufical* ^* ^^* 
Voice, foretell Events, ^c this is an undoubted 
Sign of a diabolical Prefence.— -The Revelation of Thyt. 
Secrets, and Prophefying, evidently dijiingu/h D^e- Loc.Inft 
mnsfrom Men; hecsmfe Ditmons may know. Men ** 

oiaoot."— Above all, the Authority of the RomijXf 
Ritual determineth, ** that a D demoniac is to be De 
diftingiiifticdfrom one trouWed with ±t black Biky '^^'^^' 
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0fnfier DiJhM^, fy Ut 4ljfi9veriMg iSftsitt^ and te^ 

And yety when thejr have a mii^d tx> make a 
Saktt^ die Proof v& brottgkt from tbde veiy ixtn^ 
wMnmj Qifts^ Thus Ribmkneiray in his BiiM. 

P. 2IO. 8o€. Jefu, extols " JacA Uom^ becaufe he wa$ ofiea 
endowed with a Pio^dc Light, dedarod opeolf 
Things fbtorc. Things at a Diftance* and other* 

F;»S5. wifefccret, ^fMiinfamUeVeradiy.^J^f.AMdiutik 
knew Things abfent, diftant, and future i and fore- 
told them as diftin^Uy, as if his^ MmdnMu the ^ 

P. 391. Jk&ing-X^Ufs of the Dinnne WiiJ. ^ MemchuUm prov- 
ed Spiritt) caft out Devils, cured the DifeaH 
foretold various Things in Futurity* and told q£ 
Thingsaca.Diilance." And» I believ€^ there are 
an hufkb^d Infiances of this Nature in that fiooL 
And there are perhaps as many in Honour of the 
Frwicifcmsixi the Framtfcam Martyrokgyt and the 
famous Book of Ceufonmties. betwem. Ghrifi and St» 
Francis. 

But the molt mrofrmgabh ^tfiimonite are in the. 
XMMunr Breviary; where* on tb» Feji^ua/e of diven 
^4W«/A all thefe nmtkkrfni Gift$ are Kiated : Moft 
of them too. were eaaoa i xsd. As of ^.JCavier^ Si* 
Francos of Rome, Ph, Nerisis, Mcasaara, J^natiuh 
FrasuiSf Jtsthoi^f RomstakbtSy Catharine of Siemutf 
&c Many of them foreknew particulaiiy the 
^ime of thar Death, 

Thos, by an unaccountable In£stuatioB»ySi<iwi(rr/r 
Stunts 9Xt. beatified 2sAcanoniKed, on the very foot 
Account, for whichothers are pronounced to bt 
imder a diahoUcai Pofoffion. 

Bat^ after all, 'tis po^le thefe Wonders vAjp 
in a good Meafure, be accounted for from Diftem* 
foTy a Diftuxfaance of Brmtsy. Aiknation of the 
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JUajvn and t&e Benfity fome Difffdir of Mmd' 
6r Body. For, th^ Peribns afflicted wkh natural 
Difttmpirs have frequently, in an EnthufiafiU Man* 
aer, uttered Prophecies, and revealod Secrets; 
and when they were cured by natural Mtam, the 
Qiftbf Z>i«;imi/»«4rqiute left them, together with 
the lUoifi ; — I could prove from Anthontiet of 
PlrffieianSt antient and modem. Nor is it an iV 
^iMU Thing to me, as beinj^ atteAed by Hiftofy, 
and known in Fadi to be true,, that thofe, who 
have little or no Ufe of their Rtafm and Stnfis^ 
&0ttld utter PruUSionsy and reveal Setrtts: At^ 
for Inftance, Madmen^ Idiotu Epileptics, Ecfi^t^ 
tiiff Sec 

Nor, ^ain, is there any Room to doubt, bat 
that wicM Mfn and Siducers have fometimes uttered 
Things pr9phsttcalfy, which came to pa(i. And 
we know, that in the liUttr Di^j Daemons fhould 
be the Authors of many ftirprizing Things, fitm^- 
*^ify at leaft miraculous} God peixnitting Satan to- 
Woric upon the AiFeaiona id /al/i Prophets, and 
tmlMsn^ 

%. 14^ We have not y/tt doiie with die D^tmt^ 
macs. For [No. 8.] Mr. fFeJk; mentions « a 4jon'w 
Spirit ofLaughttr coming xnponhimfil/. Brother, and P'37,a«- 
fi^eral others ; which they could not^^poflSbly help, 
aod which he imputeth to their being buffeted by 
Satanr To what I faid of this before, [Enthu/i 
P«t 2, Page 73,] I now add, that, if it really pro* 
ofieds from ^0/«;y, he. worked in the fame. Manner 
k»g before the Time of the Go/pel: This being the 
fame as what the ^»r/^/i called the " Sardonian Doaor- 
laughter', convuliive and involuntary, and a Sort l^^l 
of. Madnefsi Which Difiudier hath pailed into a dopiui,^ 
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Proverhy fSardomus Rifiis fignifying zfirced Laugi) 

and to be cured In the fame Manner as Commlfimu.^ 

*' One of them, fays Mr. Wejleyi was fo tom)of 

the Evil One, that fometimes ihe laughs, *till a^ 

moft ftrangled ; then broke out into Curfing and 

BlaJ^hemngi then ^^7m/^^( and fhuggled with in- 

Vol. I. credible Strengdi."— The Hlftory of Witcbcrt^ 

pag. 50. mentions fuch another Cafe, where " Mr. Thng- 

mortonh Children are raging and convulfed, as if 

ready to be torn to Pieces;— > then o£ a fadden 

Aa.i67». they can*t help laughing,'''' •^In the ASla GermamoL 

Obf.304. ^e have a Chapter on involuntary Laughter i wiA 

mention of divers Women obnoxious to it from 

Byfteria, And Sennertus imputeth it to Hyfieria^ 

Convulfionsy and Sometimes t^ Phrenfy and AlienaHm 

of Mind, — Give me leave to add a Paflage from 

Mr. Tumer*s Hiftory of remarkable Providencet, 

(Part 2, Ch. 36,) " Platerus fpeaks of fome, 

particularly an Abbot, who was forced involuntarily 

to laugh, and tofs himfelf about, to the utter 

Spending of his Strength. Which puts me in mind 

of a Story related by H. Stephens (in his H^orli of 

Wonders) of a Man, who being at Church, and 

feeing a Woman fall down off her Seat while ihe 

was fleeping, fell into fo great a Fit of Laughter, 

that he continued three Daya and three Nights 

without giving over.*' 

It is obfervable in Homer, (OdyfT. T- verC 345 — ) 
that Penelope^ s Suitors grow mad, and are forced by 
a Damon into a Laugh, like that of the two 
JVefeys, and their Followers. Euripides in his Hercules 
Furens (verf. 935—) defcribes that Hero, in his 
mad Fit, as forced into the fame Laughter, and 
talking wildly of his JW«r//&^/, and puri^ing Fires, 
&a And Horace terms fuch a Pexfon (SatiK 
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Lib. n. Sat. 3; verf. 73*) maUi ridexfim oKgniSy 
kughing nvith Jofws not his oiuny but made i^e o£ 
by (bme D^mfin, Thefe three Poets are all fpeafc- 
ing of Perfons difiraciedy and out of their ^tnfuw 
The Context of Horace feems to frofhefy of Mr.. 
W—ley, under the Name of Proteus, and of Mp- 
ibodiftical Madnefs, for the Core of which he prc- 
£:ribes Hellehore, Homer is clear, that the Suitors 
were depri'ued of their Senfes,. and could not fop 
their Laughing ; beiflg a£luated by zfitperior Po^er: 
That prefently afterwards they faii a crying, and 
ff^tfage dreadful Things, One of them was fcized 
^th this Sardonian Laugh a little before. Both 
Clta^he and Pope have taken Notice of this wild 
Symptom ; and the latter hath thefe Words in his 
^stesi " Homtfr defcribes the Suitors under an 
AHenation of Mindf and a fudden Z^i^aA'mt, occa* 
fiofted by Miner*va. And hence we may gather 
ifee Reafim why they are tojfed by fo fudden a 
Tianfoiop into contrary Pajponsy from Laughter to 
Tears: This Moment they laugh extravagantly, 
«nd the next they weep with equal Exccfs : Per- 
ibns in fuck a Condition being fubjcft to fuch. 
ficiffitudesr 

Mr< Weflr^ contends, that the Laughing-Fits, 
among the Methodifts proceed from an Einl Spirit, 
I will allow it. But then, 1 doubt, he muft allow 
that they are mad, 

S- 15. [Not 9.] To die former Sign of ///V 
Mical Poffeffion we may fubjoin an ttnufual and ««- 
natural Voice I — Singing, and that in a very meb- 
^s Manner ; and delivering out holy Things. 

" One fpeaks in a Tone not to be exprefed-, — we Wefley*. 
continued Ai Prayer, when another's Voice was al- ^^ J^"' 
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fo changed, — She cried but, ' Give me the Bobfc 
and I will fing,^ She began giving oat Line bj 
Line, bat wkh fuch an Accent as Art C9uid ntver 
Hachi 

Why do thefe Cares my Soul Ji*vide ? 
Heavily moves my damned Soul, — 

Here we were obliged to interrapt her." 

Praeftig. Jn Conformity hereto^ Wierus having defcribej 
P- 4*5' ihe Agonies and Onrntdfions^ 6ff. of one thought 
to be in an epileptic Fit, addeth, '' that at length 
the De*vil was found out to be the Author^ betray- 
ing himfelf by the PofTeiTed ipeaking with an irh 
itfiidtroice and Words'— 
D«mon. ^rhyrteus gives the following Infhnce > ** White 
W* ^5* St. Norhert vf 2^ preaching the WordofG9dy and ex- 
orcifing a Girl that was brought before him; the 
DeviU deriding him, delivered out through the 
Girl's Mouth the Book of Canticles from the Begin- 
ning to the End ; fpeaking' it Word for Wordy 
£rfl in the Latin, and then interpreting it in the 
German Language ^ — 

^z^^\ ^^* ^"^^^^ (^° ^^ ^'fi^'y ^^^^^® ^^^5 ^^^ 

Notice of the Alteration of Voice in fome Children 
hetxjitchedi — the De^l throwing ont on the Floor, 
where fhe would ivhifle andfing\ — fometimes laid 
for deady wholly breathlefs and fenfelefs ; — fome- 
times yelling, kicking, and ftriking; again faying, 
ihe was dying, and then paraphrafing on the thirty- 
firji Pfaim in Strains that were ^uite amazing j and 
Mail. Uttering many Prophecies,'' — "Some, when pof- 
^^^^' fefled, Jtng mufically, and re'veal what they could 
p. 227.' Bot naturally know ; fometimes they are quite fu- 
Tom. 4, fi^ and infenfate. — Singing muficallyy Prophefyin^ 
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&dA doing other fupematural Things, are Signs of. Thefaiir* 
a Dnemomac. — Thefe fwcet, tuneful, and melodious p ^] * ^ 
WarbUngs manifefUy prove a Peribn pojpsjfedy-^ 1060. 

Phyficians often obferve thefe Symptoms to be the 
Efied of Madnefs: Particularly Sennertus islates DeMinla 
divers Cafes, where Perfons under this Calamity Qs«ft''* 
have talked Latin, fung Hynmsy difcouried well, 
{ffr. none of which they could do in their Senfes* 

The earlied Account, which I can recollect, of 
this Change of Voice, proves it to be ^ diabolical De- 
lufifM ; the Delfbic Oracle being firft found out by 
this Accident. " The very Goats, feeding at the 
Place, by Oiaace, y/^rt fuddenly infpired, and quite 
changed their Voice^ and the Shepherds coming up 
were aduated in the fame Manner : And all who 
came near were feized with the like Divine Fury^ 
and began to utter Prophecies: — But many Perfons 
were loft there.** Diodor, Sic. Part II. pag. 427, 

We read too of Orpheus, (an initiated Magician, 
whofe Head, like fome of the Methodift-Preachers, 
prophefied afier it Fwas cut off) " that the liightin* 
gales which huild near his Tomb fing both fweeter 
and fironger than any others : — And that the 
Shepherds falling aileep near it would ilng Or* 
pheus^s -Hymns loudly and melodioujly^'* Paufany 
Baeotic, Cap. 31. 

§. 16. [No. 10.] One more Cafe of a Damo^ 
nicu I fhall tranfcribe, pretty largely, as attended 
with fevcral remarkable Circumftances. " At Strat- 

ford upon Anjon, — Mrs. K had been for majjy 

Weeks in a Way that nobody could underftand\ fhe 
had fenc for a Minijier -, but, almoll as foon as he 
came, ihe began -roaring in fuch a Manner (her 
^fingue at the &me time banging put of her Mouth, 
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who in a Tempeft at Sea faw a Vijion of a ven6 
rable Perfpn deiitering them from their Diftre6: 
And afterwards going into a Monaftery^ they &w 
John^ and knew him to be the Man that appeared 
ta them in Vijm^ 

The Devih in a terrible Fright at Mr. Weflef% 
being fent for> threateneth cruelly ; *' I will tear 
thy Throat out before he comes.*^ But afterwards 
he grows cwler and cunningtr : And then bit 
Words were^ " If he does come, I will let tjbee ht 
quiet i and thou ihalt be as if nothing ailed thee, 
'till he is gone." 

A common Clergyman he had put to Flight ; but, 
defpairing of ferving our Hero fi^ he recurs to his 
Artifices ; and> perhaps to avoid the Difgrace of 
being ejefted, walks ofF^ and owns Mr. Wefieji 
Tower, — Such an Account we have in the Story 
of the De^il of Ma/con ; who would fomedmes cell 
the Exorcifti ** While you pray, I will go and take 
a Turn in the Street." 
Thyr. Thus the Papifis tell us «' Satan boalled, I will 

5^^ not be ejeded by thofe little Fellows, Syrulus and 
p. 183, Bemardulus^'' — Again ; " A Woman^s Daughter 
112* bebg pofTeiTed, fhe had a Vifion of the Perfon who 
was to cure her : What fhould (he do ? Away ihe 
£ies to the Monafteryy to find out the Man. The 
TrafeS of the Moiiaftery comes out ; he was not 
the Man: Till at length- ^tfi^//r«f coming out, fhe 
inflantly ^new his Face, and the Devil left her 
Daughter*"— '< The DeviU have often confefled,. 
that they would not be eje6^ed but by fome exttU 
lent Perfon. When feveral had tried in vain t(K 
drive a Damon out of one Etbeler, he -declared, ' I 
will be expelled by nobody except St. SwiSertf the 
AfofihoftH iu9tm! ^^iMfioiKt Demm fiud, <I 
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Will not go oat» onlds the Archdeacon of Lyons wiH 
come bimfelf, and e}ed me out this VeJJel^ of which 
I have PoflciSon." 

The De^Ps Prooiife^ however, of " letting the 
Woman be quiet j 'till Mr. fVeJUy was gone, su if 
nothing ailed her;" and her faying, when he 
came, *' that (he was very well, and nothing ailed 
her," are but fome of the DeviPs fly Tricks^ if we 
may believe the Pope : For, '< among others of the RitaaU 
^wicked Spirits Arts and Deceptions, they fometimes ^^^' 
hide tfiemfelves, and leave the Body as it were free 
from all Moleflation, that the PttffeJJed may think 
himfelf quite delivered. But the Exorcift mud noc 
ceafe^ ""till he fees the Signs of Delivery.'*. 

Mr. WeJUy accordingly obeys the Rnle^ <' not 
leaving the Woman 'till all the Symptoms ceafed% 
and ihe was^ for the prefent at lead, rejoicing ;*' -^ 
not finally relieved, that Satan's Predi^on might 
be verified, of ** nothing ailing her 'till Mr. Wefley 
was gone." 

It is another obfenrable Circamftance> that, when 
the Woman '^ was reared in the Bed, her whole 
Body moved at once, not one Joint or Limb bend* 
ing, jaU as if it were a Piece of Stone ; and im- 
mediately after it was writhed into all kind of 
Poftures." 

This feems to be that Sort of Diflemper, which 
is called a Catalepfisy of the convul/kfe kind ; which 
Wierus defcribcth much after the fame Manner, PePrefl. 
and imputeth to ^diabolical Power; and of which '• 3>c•9• 
he brings feveral Inflances, efpecially among ibme ]j'c'.j^| 
Alt*/. Dr. James (in the Words Catalepfls and 
Spafmus) fays of fuch, " that in the convulfi*ve 
Paroxyfm the Limbs are furprizingly agitated, and 
drawn into iiarious Directions ; - at other Times the 
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tvkth B^y h iiff, and hniiov«abltt as a S$B»ii dit 
Limbe fxsily but «afity Jb^tiUi : ^^Somxldmts liie 

Disorder hath its Original from MiUmciofyj aad is 
of the Hypoth(mdriM or Hyfierk Kind ; -^fotnednes 
arifcfth from a thick, 'utjad, and iwfmte BM\ 
fometifnes fit>m the Comfmtions and P^jffkns of tfae 
Mind ; profound MeJUaHmt, and Workings of dM 
the Imagination. And he gives Inibmoes of Peribat 
thus fcized at the Recital of ctrtain fTiMk, jor fiog- 
ing of P/aJmiy ^V. and fometimes the Difbnnper ii 
complicated with a Trwtce,"* 

The Riai^fr nuiy there iise more of this ; with 
ievferal other diilempered Convuifionsy Diftortiom^ &V. 
into which the Methodtfis are fo oftm f^ing. 

In this Cafe I obferv^, that th« Ofertitor hiidelf 
catcheth the OmtagioHy feized widi Part of the P«- 
itenes Malady. For Mr^ Wefl^ fays, <* that> after 
fingimgy he had but jufi be^a fri^mg^ when he 
felt as if he had been plai^ned into cold Wm^r^ 
p,Tl>. Thus Wierus tells us of " a IVitck, M<i 

D.ermn, /r,<w/#V«, who herfetf was afiii6Mwith Pattofthc 
^ ^^ ' Torments, which ihe was inAi6iiflg ujpon otKen ( 
but was thought purpofely to have nndergone this 
Evil, that ihe might not be thought to have be- 
witched the reft." 

The fame Author fays of one fuppofed to be pof* 
P. 114. fefi'ed, << that the Dtvi I cauM a Senfation in her 
of a coJd Humour diftilling from the Hend to the 
Back." — A fid Stnnerttis (dt M^bis a Fa/cina, cap. 
6.) mentions " ^pe thought Imvitth^ed, who fekfttch 
a Chill all over the Back, as if he had been phng; 
td in cold Water?^ 

Dr. Jamts (under Sfirfmus) fay5> " one of 
the moft confiderable Signs of the Dilbrder », t 
Scnfe of Fvmiicatiofh p. ^« a Senfation like that 
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of the Creeping $f Antty Formca^ on any Part] 
irliich alio feizeth the Os Coccygss^ and like a cold 
Vafnir afcends through the Spine of the Back; 
and the left Hypoebendrium is affeded, 6fr." 

But the Popijh Exorcifis reckon this as a certain 
Sign of a Peribn^s being both fojfejfed and hewiicbid. 
For << fometimes, when the Damcm enter into ha- Mail, 
man Bodies, it fe(Jms as if a Vcflcl of the coldefi ^f- 
Water ran about their Backs, which fpreadeth itfelf p. 22^ 
over the wi&tfZp ^0^, from Head to Foot.— Some *»*• 
feel a very cold fTind dekcod through the ShouUert 
and Reins : And if the EKorcift would put his Hand 
opon the Head of the Poffeffedy he feds a cold Thing 
like Ice under his Hand/' Wierus too teUs of '< a Pneftif» 
Girl, whom the Z)^//fetting upon began with in- ^'S^c-'i* 
ducing a Senfation as of a Catarrh, or a cold 
De/uxion, diftilling from Head to Foot/' 

Mr. Mather gives much the fame Account of ^i^or. 
fome Children bewitched in New^England, " who 2SJp/i* 
wpold complain of being in a red-hot Oveni and 
(bon after would complain of having cold Water 
thrown upon them." ** And it is a certain Sig^ 0o£lr. 5* 
of a D^emomacy (according to Complement, Artig 
Exorcift,) when a feryy or an icy Vapour runa 
about the Body." 

f . 1 7. Here we may bring in an Inftance or 
tV(ro 6E flrong Imagmation, or Deception of tht 
Sett/es ; which Mr. Wejley afcribes to the E*vil Spi» 
rit; and are probably the £ffedls of Difeafe^ 
[No. 9.] " 1 was defired to meet one who was WeiTef^ 
ill of a very uncommon Difirder, She faid, * For 5 Joum* 
feveral Years I have beards wherever I am, a Voice ^^ ^ * 
continually fpeaking to me, curiing, fwearing,. 
and blafpheming, in the moil honid Manner, and 
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inciting me to all Manner of Wicked&e(s. I have 
;^>p}ied to Vhyjuiansy and tak^ti all Sorts of Med- 
cimsy but am never the better." No» nor ever 
will, 'till a hitter Pi^HfH than thefe bmifes S^tim 
under her Feet." 
Medic. "^^ learned Dr. Mead, (peaking of tii(^e Per- 

Sacr. t«rbatKi]i6 of Mind which afiedl mtismcMy PerTosB 
pag- 7*« jji ^vondetful Manners, fays, " I have kn»wa 
t^a, who, ev\en when sdone^ imdi^ned they heard 
Foices of I^&t^bn& freaking into their £dn.** And 
Under Dr. Jaffies obibrves, that ** in fdtoc Dffrvutiiim 
'^'''''^' of the Organs of Ihs Ear, or of the Brain, Peo- 
ple perceive S&wtds^ which have no EjdftdKx bat ia 
• ] the ImaginatiiHl $ -^ it being a MaHfier of Indift^ 
rence, whether the Fibres of the Nit^ (the Am- 
Jifdr^J be a^tdted in the Brain, Ot in the Ear: 
That this happens in a Diliiriufn, Fitrtigo ; akid is 4 
f drerunn^ of bad Dtiteftnpers, an EfO^, ^c'* 

That this is no new kind of Difoider, and the 
Eiedtoo of diftemp^dd Bik^ vm ieahi from the 
^ .^ 2 ^fy Madman of Haract, {who had the Story from 
luib. %, much ofpciititer Wri^s) who fa»ded he heard 
iiOttLt excellent fragedia$n ading their Patta on die 
Stage ; but-, at length, was, to his great Mortis- 
iication, cured of hisfweet Delirium, by drinking 
proper Dofes of Hellebore, — And, if it would be 
kindly tak^n, I would venture Co reciMbmend this 
fattic BeU^^re to my Fatmtts of the Order ^ 
M^hodifm, 

G^tlen lii£th JQiother Iliftante <Kf iiich ^< ^kfrofved 
Imagination ^ one who fancied a Company of 
Trmifetets were in his Room, and wotild be cal- 
ling out to the Serrafnts to tiati the^ out of Doort 
ior m^ing fuch a Ndfe^ and breakaiig his itelL" 
Di&r. SyiRpc cap. 3. 

Jut 
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But the Ex^rcifikal Writers reckon '' tmong Compl. 
Hut certain Signs of a Pi^effian, or Wkcbcrmff^ i^ 
the huuring or fieing freUnuUuraU^ fuch ftrange Dod. 5. 
Things. And one oF them cured a Madman^ who 
onl/ thought he had the Evi/Sfirii in his right 
Ear, by pooring a VefTel of Hofy WaUr into his 
Ear^ and apon his Head.^'* 

Wierus hys, ** The D^tnums enter into the Fban- Pneftig. 
Uifyt and infinuate Words eidier of Perturbationt Daemon. 
in: PleaAire ; not indeed emitting any Voice by ^' ^^* 
PuUadon and Sound* but inje£ting their Words 
without any Noiie> ^c.^ Bat the fasne Author, in 
the Chafttr '* of the depraved Imagination of me- p. 229. 
hmcholy People, mentions a Ftyar guilty of jwt/m- 
tural Vices, who affirmed Ikefeew another Per{bn,who 
lived at many Miles Dillance, and oomplained, that 
4very one he met airways made <i great Notfe in his 
Mart, and fent to Wiorus for Advice. Some though 
"die Fault lay in the Organs of Hearing ; but indeed 
his MindviZS dijordered.'^ 

He h^ another Inftance in " a poor Cmntry- Ibid. 
m», who had vomited Glu/s and Nails, &c for P^*^'* 
Jheral Tearsg as if tewit<hedi of which being 
cored, he y^t afterward always felt and heard in 
his Belly the Sound of a Bag of hroken Gkijs ; and 
likewife the Clock Jhriking. and diilind Strokes of 
the Hammer on his Heart What People thus hew 
^d^ is owing, fays he, to the hiack Biki which 
happens partly from the Diet, jiir, Sarrtnv, and 
Fear i partly from the ConHitotions of Heaven { 
tnd partly in Agi^ement with other dilirions Per- 
fons." sBut afterwards he fays, " Who doth not P. 395,; 
fee in the Man's Organ ^fitted on Account of his 
• Simflicity to the DevU^s lUuJiom) the Operation, 
Tiickings, and Vexations of a b/enm?'^ 

It 
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Tfiyne. ^t ^s ^ common Complaint among l^oplft? Enth' 

Loc. J!ajfsf that the Pf«v// enters into all the Senfis, See- 

"* * '»gt Hearing, Tafiing, Smelling, Feeling i and thejr 

(hew how. 
Ribaden. Accordingly " he was fo angry with St, Frai' 
pas. 2x3. ^^^ of Rome, for the many Booties ihe had fiiatched 
from Hell, — that he was always plaguing hcr^ 
— appearing in the Shape of Men and Women in 
filthy Poftures, moft unbefeemxng Geftiires, and 
wanton A6libns. And he once played her a mod 
malicious Trick, by trailing about her Rcx)ro a rot- 
ten Carcafs of a dead Man, which made fuch an 
intolerable and lalting Stench, that (he had for ever 
an Averiion to Man." Ribadeneira fays the fame 
P. 291. of Catharine of Sienna ; *' whom the Devils mo- 
lefted with foul and abominable Imagimttions,-^ 
reprefenting to her Eyes and Ears mod unfeemly 
Things. And ihe was a long Time thas afflided.*' 
fiy comparing thefe Stones together, we ma^ 
juiUy afcribe the feveral Voices, internal and exter* 
nal, which fo many Papifls and Metho£fts hear, 
as well as their fiippofed Vifions, to the Force of 
Mfiempered Fancy \ the Voices being as it Were the 
Echo, and the Vifims the Refe&ion, of their own 
Imagination, 

In Analogy to this, [No. 10.] we find the.Effeft 
of Mr. Wejleys Di/cour/e on Feeling : For, fays he, 
Wefley, ** It pleafed God to make this Difcourfe an Occa- 
5 Journ. ^qh Qf difcovering fuch Wiles of Satan, as it never 
' entered into my Heart to conceive; — Finding 
many had been offended at the Sermon, •— I called 
them together, and examined them feverally con- 
cerning their Experiences, and other Circumftances, 
And thus far I approved of their Experiences, as 
to their feeling the Working of the Spirit of God; 

ice 
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Sec Bnt, as to wkat ibacie of thton faid iiutker, 
concerning " fieling tlm MImi wf Chrifi nmtiag 
opcA^eir .<lir«w!» or going doitni ikasa fifrvat, or 
pottfod like warm W«ter on tbeir BfmfLt or 
Hemti ;" I plainly xM thett» << the tttnoft i conid 
albw wts» that /^arf of thcfe CircuniftMccs mighc 
be fiom G^^ (though I eo«kl not affirm diej were) 
wotldiig in an naufusd Manner ;«-* but that 4^1 the 
reft I miift believe to be the mere emptor Hreama 
of an heated ImagisiationJ* 

However good Mr. W^ may be at his Di** 
^ttffiva ; I believe he would £ad it difficult to 
difliagiiifli iMcJk of thefe odd Civcuiiiftanoes mgh 
it from Gpdf and which were aSthen/^ that were 
the mese empty Dreams of an in^ted hmaghmii^ 
and whkh difcov«red fuch inamciivMe Wiia wf 
Satojf. Here we fee the xnifhifeft Danger of run* 
aiDg into Methodifinj in which fuch Fanatkal Smfn^ 
fUioHi and Didthoiical £U!a/una &attd ttmftfid. And 
do tbefe Evils ikqp here ? Hath ooc Mr. W^fivf 
hioafelf xeiated ievemlof aworfeXind^ as Stepti-* 
dftnsy InfideUty^ 2sA' jthtifm? And will he pcr^ 
ftnde ttSy that he hath difcofered half of what 
hiflofelf knows ? And is it not evident what lOdW- 
fions run through the *eahoh of their firange Di/^ 

f. tS, Letustrytlie Poititin fooieotherOafes. 

[No. II.] ** I was both furprieed and grieved at Wefley, 
a genaine lnftaB<» of Em^fiujm. J— B^, t^ 5 Jo«™, 
Titr^eU Liifh^ who had received a Stfft ^H}i ivwr ^* ^^' 
»f G«/ a few Days beltMie, came riding through 
the Town, hallowing and Ihouting, and diiviag all 
the People before him> telling them, * &m/ had 

told 
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toU him he (hould be a King, and ihoold tread aS 
hx8 Enemies under his Feet." 
' He might have called it an Inibmce of iBreff Mad^ 
tufs^ as well as of genuine Emhufiafmc But then per{ 
haps an Entbufiaft^ and a Madman^ might have 
been deemed the famt Thing ; and what wookf 
become of Mithedi/m P ^^Hxit to take the Fad as 
here related; — We fee a nmU MethoSft^ but a 
few Days after receiving a Senfe of God"*! Lave^ 
coming with all the Claims of Reyaliy ; which af-f 
fords frefh Proof, how foon their fancied Ftelings 
and. Impr^jjwiu are apt to puff up frefumptuous Minds 
with Pridi and Vmn-Gkry\ as if they were of a 
fuperior Rankj and conunon Mortals of a lower 
DiJ^fiaiM : Another Difcovery of the ff^iUs if 

P« 119. Baton among them. Thus Wierus tells as^ ** I 
knew one of this depfaved Imagination, who be- 
lieved himfelf the Monarch and Emperor of the 
World; and that thai Name belonged only to 
him." In fuch a nuul Tranjport St. Francis exdaiot- 

Confer. ed, *^ I know that I fhall be a Great Priiice: -—X 

fcl- »34- (hall be adoredovtt all the Earth," 

An. 1672. ^^ ^e ^^^ Germanica we have '^ feveral Exanh 

Cbf.157. //?^ of fuch high Claims in Perfons grown mad out 
of Pride \ who imagined themfelves, one a Cnwf 
of the Empire i zxiQi^i^v King of Portugal, a. third a 
great ^ueen, a fourth Czar of Mu/co*uyJ*^ 

Thefc, however, were innocent mad People^ in 
Comparifon of this outrageous Methodifi^ and I 
doubt not their Pretenfions to Royalty ftand upon as 
good Foundation, as the Methods fts Fancies, or eveQ 
AJfurances, of CeUfiial Crowns. For (a3 FUttardt 

Ed.Par. obferves) *^ A groundlefs and irrational y^y agi- 

Vol. I. taj^g ^ alienates the Mind more than either Ser* 

Not 
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Nor make I any Doabt but the fame Deception 
of the Sen/iff caafed by diftempered EntHmfiafm evef 
ipfofed into idie Headj produced the feveral follow- 
ing frefumptwna AJfurances^ and infionary Exuita^ 
tiofu, '' Chie in a btgk Fever cries out, * O f I am Wefley, 
happy, happy, happy : — All the Angels rejoice,—- 4 Jo^ra- 
and I rejoice with them ; for I am united to Jefui^ ^' 
-- Smiling and looking up, fhe fays, * There is 
the Lamb. The Enenvf may come s bat he hath 
noFatiinme, &c." 

" Sarah fFii/kin Vf2S taken ill of a Fever, ^^ 5 Joura. 
continually praying that God would reveal him/elf to P* *^* 
her Soul. — - In the mean time fhe fays^ < The 
Devil is very bufy with me. — But I am fnatched 
out of the Hands of the Devil, Thocgh God has 
not revealed himklf tome i yet I believe, were I 
to die tlus Night, before Ta-morrow I (hould be 
in Heaven. — I have not feen the Lord yet. But I 
believe IJball fee him, and live.'— The next Day 
flie fiiys, < I have had no Sleep, bnt I have had the 
loTi/with me/ Soon after, * I fear I have de- 
ceived myfielf. I thought the Amen was fealed in 
my Heart ; but I fear it is not.' She iings, they 
pray, and fhe is delivered from her Fears. «— Soon 
after we were gone, fhe rofe up, and faid, -— 
' Now it is done. I am afTured my Sins are for- 
{^Teii.'-^Dieth. — I fhould have obferved, that 
&e had a Vijion of her Relations receiving inflan- 
taneodfly a Blefiing. * I faw my Mother and 
Brother and Sifter in my Sleep, and they all re- 
ceived a Blefling in a Moment.'' 

As we know, nothing of this Woman's Life and 
Converfation, we have no Reafon to queftion her 
^^ation ; though we nay queftion whether her 
AB^fOKU and Vijiam are well-grounded. Two 

Things 
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Things feemFlaui: ThtAik9 UtiJMijts utttmd 
up and bctttitd with £xpe£btktta of JSruiyMar, 
^a^ of fimg Qod fnfm ^wUh titmi wHkk fyaif 
is a very {tfefomptMOus aad «Ungeroiis JOodiiar: 
And that her Difcourfa^ arc Ukt die Rjmblingi of 
a deiirhut Ft<v§r ; which Mr. IF^ adcsowled^cdi 
file had. «-At t» hir Vifim of hey i2<^tf»», k 
Viu,S». k nMch lihe what &. Tarefm iaya : << Being and 
P* ^^« /«4ijk/#4 I took iq) my Et{4iry, and mfeidttily leO 
into a Raft -, feemed to be in Heavot^ and there I 
iSrivboth my Father and JnUthtr, I doiAtod whether 
tbisiii^;)i£aotbefoiBeifiW/iBr; though k did not 
ib feem to me."* 
Weflcjr, [No. 1 z.] We have an Acceint of "«. a %> 
p. 27!'"' ^wn^ o^ ^ School for Miflbehanoar, nmnii^ 
aiway from his Pareata^ fuffimog Hunger and Cold, 
three D^ without Suftcnance, hearing Mr. ff^^ty, 
and reforming : *- Tempted by the Dml to hang 
or drown hisiielf: ^i^ WMfUiag with Gtd m 
'Svd^y he &w himftlf ftMHOiiftdfid on a fiMlden 
wi^ an inexfr^h Lig/ft :*^Soixed with a paiolid 
lUneifl, decbuKS!* * Though I am not m Hfanm 
yit^ I am as fure of it as if Iwas ;<>— as fbre ol 
Chtifty as t£ I had him adieady.' •— One Day hia 
Mfitbtr faid, ' Jack^, yoa have not been unch 
yoor SmviOKt To night.' He replied, < Yta, I 
have.' Sheaiked, ' What did he f^^' He » 
fivercA * Hehid me not be afraid of Hie D^tdHf; 
&r he had no Fowcr to hurt me at all;, but I 
{houkl tread him onder ntf Feet.' In tin lUadk 
he died, feme Months above thloleen Yeais okL" 

In this Cafe, as in die fbrmef, I have no Qoar* 
selwich the Boy's jRf«9, but the BiA&j^fii^ attend- 
11^ it i m which he appears to have been well m^ 
^fintOed. For he has JfiofwmtL of ho. Siahmtimp 

and 
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and Aat Eternal: ^Chrift comes to. attend him. 
Bud fpeaks to him formally, in fo many. Words; 
and liis Mother draws him, as a Thing expeaed^ or 
agreed upon, into a Declaration of this LMne 
Prejence and Con<verfation, To which add, hb 
faying that " he faw himfelf farrounded with 
an inexprcffible Lights while he wreilTed with Gcd,'^ 
AH which may be reckoned as more " Dreams of 
a heated Imagination, or Wiks of Satan i"" (to 
countenance the Deiufion of Metbot&fm :) Unlet it 
can be proved, that all the Pretenfions of the fame 
Nature, among the moll frantic and wild Smnts of 
the AntUbriftian Communion^ were truly from God, 
and Confirmations of the Truth of Fopijh Religion. 

1 do not know, whether the inexprejjihle Light 
JurroufuBttg the Boy, be to be underftood of a Glory 
irradiating his own Per/ony or emitted from it i or 
whether it was a Sign of the Diinne Prefence, while 
he was nureftUng ivith God, But I could produce 
hundreds of Inftances, were it needful, of fuch 
fahulous Papifical Tales i where not only the Gr^«/ 
SaintJf St. Francis, St. Ignatius, &c, but Notices 
and Nuns have been emblazoned in the fame Man- 
ner, and encompafled with fuch extraordinary 
Splendors, by the Fifts of Chrift, the Virgin^ An- 
^elsy Jfofilesy and Saints. Some of which I Ihall 
fet down, after mentioning the Cafe of Samuel and 
Thomas Hitchens, two Brothers*, who in a little 
Compafs of Time went through moft of the My^ 
fteries ofMethodifm, and arrived to this Brightnefs 
of Glory. In the Account, printed, and induflri- 
ouily publiihed, we read that " Samuel, a Smith 
by Trade, had almoft forgot every Thing that 
was good, 'till the Methodifi Teachers came into 
Cern^JolL — During their Prayer^ he fell to the 

Vol, II. H Ground, 
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Groand, and roared; but is foon converted to t]ie 
Faith, Bnt the Devil then ilrove to rea/ou him oat 
of it ; — then raifed a Moh ^gainft the Metho£fii ; 
got a Warrant to prefs him for a SohSer ; bat God 
fufFered them not to touch him.—- By another 
^nare of the Devils he is tempted to marry y where- 
by his Heart is drawn away from God\ and he is 
plunged into utter Darknefs, often faying, « he 
nuas in HelU He wandered about the Fields by 
Night, threw himfelf on the-Earth* beat his Head 
againilthe Ground; roaring, beating, and cuttinj; 
himfelf in feveral Places.— Is quite delivered in a 
Moment, But dill has frequent and fore Conflids 
with Satan i -- doubts of the Being of a God; but is 
delivered. Is Head of ^ Clafs, ox Band^ where 
he difcovered any Thing amifs by a Weight which 
he felt. Takes upon him to be a Preacher, but 
doubting of his MiJ/ton^ *till convinced it was th^ 
Will of God, — He runs intp another Miltake, and 
is to an Extreme negligent of his Apparel \ but 
afterwards convinced, that a Qhriflian ought by his 
outward Neatnefs to flicw the Purity of his Mind. 
His lall Temptation was to Jtarve himfelf, by 
denying his Body necelTary Support ; but is con- 
vinced of this Error too; which began and ended, 
while he walked in the broad Light of God^s Coutue- 
»««f^. — A Day of two afterwards, he was taiken 
ill, and 'caught a malignant Fevery (whereof he 
died) in which he pries out, * I haive not the leaft 
Doubt of my Salvation; — I fie the Gates of 
Heaven ftand open, and Jefis Hands with open 
Arms to receive me. Let me go! I inuft be 
gone! * The next Day he cries out aloud, ' Open 
the Heaven, O my Gody and come down intt> 

my 
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InySotil! Come Father, Son, and Holy Ghofi, 
itxi plunge me into God! Carry me, ye Atgeis, &c.'* 
The Account is much the fame with regard to 
his Brother Thomasy a Tinner; " who from follow- 
ing Retellings and Hurlings became a Methodifi 
Preacher. In much Trouble and Heavinefs,— 
^receives great Comfort of the Lord; but foon 
after Gripped of all, and thinks God hath left him 
a final Caji-anxjay, But goes into his Clofet, and 
has an Anfwer from the Lord, * lam thy Righte- 
bujnefi? — When in great Joy^ is in the grcateit 
Danger of Fride and Ughtnefii — and found great 
Temptation to Pride^ when fpeaking to the People. 
•—Falls ill of a high Fever \ in which he prays, 
with a Voice quite altered, — ' God is come to carry 
me Home. Oh ! I fee Thoufands, and ten Thou- 
iands of Angels ! Do you not fee them ? O Bro- 
ther Tremhath, do you not fee what a glorious 
Place I am going to ? — Mary Bifvine^ cannot you 
fie Jefus Chrifi coming, with an innumerable Com- 
pany of Angels, and the Golden Banner difplayed ? 
They are coming to carry me to the Bofom of my 
God, Open their Eyes, O God! that they may 
fee them. — • I am ^whiter than Snow. I am wafhed 
in the Blood of my Redeemer, Why, / am all 

God:' 

That I may not repeea what I have before re- 
marked, concerning the ftrange VicifHtudes, and 
Perturbations, Scepticifms, Defpairings, Madnefles, 
&c. attending the Progrefs >of Methodifm \ I (hall 
only take Notice of thofe dileSahle Phrenfiesy and 
fweet Deliria, which fo often accompany a Fe*ver j 
of which both the Brothers (neither of them 
much above twenty Years of Age) died. Both are 
ab&lutelyy^^ of Heaven i both hvf^ th6 Company 
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:^nd Sight of Jefus and Angels \ One is plunged tnU 
God; the other is all Qed. 
De Sym- Tratofiorius tells us, that " In Ecftatic Phrenfies it 
path. jg common for pious Perfons, or fuch as from die 
Strength of Drfiemper and Imagination think thcm- 
felyes fuch, to fancy they fee Gods and Choirs of 
Wier. de Angels,'''* " If Heathens be thus delirious ^ and fc- 
^l%fV ^"^^^ ^y *^ Illufions of Satan, they are in Com- 
pany with 'Diana, Herodiasy or Miner<va : Or elfci 
Paufan. ^enus, Minerva, and Diana, ihall come and cany 
i^aoomc. jjy^jfffj^jfj and his Sifter to Heaven, for dying m a 
State of Firginity^ — If they are Popijh Fanatics, 
Ribaden. we are told of " Johannes Magirus, who in a dc- 
^c Ufu. ^^*^"^ Fever, and near dying, was refrelhed \wth 
p. 255. the Sight of Chrifl, St, Ignatius, and other Saints ; 
fo that he declared a Fever ivas pkafanter than 
Healthr 
Ribaden. « Ph, Nerius^ wea&encd by a continual Fe*ver, as 
May £6. j£ j^^ j^^^ cnibraced fomebody they could not fee, 
cries out, * O moft] dear Virgin ! are you couk 
to free me? O moft Holy Mother of God! die 
moft beautiful of all Creatures ; — I will prefume to 
embrace you.' — At length, returning to himfelf, 
he fays to thofe about him, * Did you not fee the 
moft hleffed Mother of God, who by her Prefence hath 
driven away my Sicknefs?" — Would you have 
Br.RoBi, the Sanaion of Infallihility? « St. Nicholas, joft 
l^c. 6. before his Death, faw Angels come out to meet 
0€t. »6. Jiim. — St. Alcantara frequently enjoyed the Pre- 
fence of Chrifl > The Virgin, St. Francis, and 
other Celeftial Spirits, entertained their Fellow* 
oa. 15. Gtizen with familiar Difcourfes^ —St. Terefa, who 
for twenty -two Years had Fevers, and other 
Diftempers, fees Angels, and Jefus Chrifl taking her 
by the Hand, and efpoufing her i and they like- 
wife 
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^e attend her Death; when (he goes op to Hea- 
ren in the Shape of a nvhite DoviJ'^'^ 

*' Brother Emanue/, being delirious by the Force ^ nnc. 
of his Dijltmper^ fung excellently well Ffalnu and 5^^ /^ 
Bymm\ and juft before his Death began moft de- p. 4o». 
voutly to fpeak to the Comers of his Chamber. 
Being aiked» to whom he directed his Words ? he 
xeplied, to the Holy Angels^ whom he faw waiting 
ior the Departure of his Soul, that they mi^t 
carry it up to /&nv».'' — " A certain Fryar^ ex- Specul. 
irmdf religious^ was almoft driven to DeJ^r to- pfj"'*'* 
wards the Beginning of his Conwerfim \ but the Ex. %{. 
Abbot pawned his Life for the Security of his Saha^ 
*m^ if he would but continue obediently in the 
Order, Afterwards the Fryar was feized with a 
Fever y fdl into an Ecftafyy had- a Sight of Hea^ 
v^»; and brought back from G6r^y to whom he 
was prefentedy Promife of Pardon and Eternal 
i^ in his Bofom ; and heard from his Holy 
Mouth, diat all who contmued obediently in that 
Order Ihould certainly be faved'^ 

Though I have been pretty long on this Article, 
I cannot help producing the Jefuit*s Mark in onek 
Inflance more.— " Brother ^ma^W, who ofually 
was grievoufly troubled at the vety Shadow of the 
leafl Fault, faid, when he was dying, that nothing 
troubled his Confciencey he had no Spot to be wiped 
away by Confejion. Aifter his Mind had been thrown 
out of its Seat by a Fhrenfy ; all wondered that 
he talked with God, in Words- fo well adapted, and 
fo warm with Divine Love, that he could not have 
compofed any Thing better, when in his Senfes, 
He requeued the Virgin Mary that he might y^^ 
her; and fhc granted his Petition." — One might 
alledge Hundreds of Inftances of Poptjh Saints 
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beadiled hy God, Angds, sai. StifilB, in Ute nd 

in Death. 

Haffy Madmen! fmthftil ¥iacher$ ! vtko caa 
thiis convert Dijhmpers into DMts, aad the 
groondlefs Raots of a Afirdtrtd Btrtm into jffk^ 
ranees of Salvaiim ; and hj fuch Dences g^ • 
Sancton to their ivicked Peculiarities, 

* 

^ 19. Of Affinit^to tkefe DMm emd JbgA'. , 

cd Vifits is tlM extraordinary light wUdi tet 

. rounds Ibme of die Fanxured Meibedifis, S«cktm 

^Mey* that of '' a Ferfim in brig^ Clodws appeanogia 

J J^^""' the Night to Peter Wrigbey wheace the Room wu 

as l»right as Day.*^-« Such that of the Jlpy jnft mei^ 

tioned^ '< who itm htmfelf fiioQiuidcd with ao 

inexfreffihie Li^t, while he was «w»eftlifig widi 

God,"" Whether this was the EfFeA of a dle^ 

Frefencey Or a Radiation e/Gkfy from the Bojrs 

it is either Way coafonant to the old Heathea. ' 

Notions. WheB Serpents were fent to deftroy 

young Hercules in his^ Bed, JufiUr watdbcd ovcf 

Thcocr. ^in <^' o^vi ZiKOV irJ^Sw. 

^ ' ^* A light was ia the Hoofe. 

Jupiter cannot come to his Miftrefs^/»«OMy but 
JEda iota amfulgeham, fuafi ejfent aure^e : 

The whole Houfe fbined» as if ail over Gdd. A 
Plant. Voke too is heard^ " Akmena, fear nothing : The 
Amph. GoverfKHT of Heaven comes to a£ift thee, and 
^^j^5- thine."- Nor can even PAtfe?, the God a/HdK make 

his Appearance, to carry off a Girly but—* 

Ciaua. ■ Qlaram difpergere cufmina lucem 

S.apt. Adventum teftata Dei ; 

Proferp. 

1. ▼. 7, A bright Light attefts his Coming. 



( 79 ) 

fcefit Flaaies glorifying llie fame Him$hm4:<^Az 

iK L^t fiirroiuidiiig J/samms in VirgU: — > That tib. 4. 

of TmSms Ht^iUm in Dim^fius HaUcmm. wlko being Cap. 1. 

fuppofed Co be ^ Son of Vuiem^ or ibnie /><mm- 

ficQanm^ ws» ittuftiated wkk iiick a G/pt^ rotind 

Kis Head :— Tkat of Jj^M's Bt^ard Bsy, who T^sifsn. 

being expofed, and fbiiiid by a HvmJmni She^terdy cap.'ai. 

die Shephetd ikw- VLCdefU^d Light enittcd from 

ium; taA he afierwards was ftmed for ^sr/Vg^ aU 

^f^Huch being a juft BmUm 9fFfttendm t» In/pi* 
rtOkriy and J^mrhm FnfiMi ; 

Let us pa4 to our trfiaal PatMl fifom Pagmt* 
sung Ptfip. Befides dieir MMr«Mtf ^AriiAr, as /mmn 
^i ^ OrdtTi^ &c. among whom fuch^ Favouei 
w«!e commony I ihaU produce two or three (out 
of about fifty which I have obftrved) of the Amw 
Otfs, Francmttlik ns, liiat, *< while die Ji/mi AiuhI. 
^iorritr was praying before a Ghwcr;£r> in a Sort of J^^uH. 
^, fuch Ray« of Light iifued from the Sides of ^* ^'9* 
the Crucifix y as made the whole Cham^tr and the 
Man's Tact Jhintr^-^i:bmlUfr fays, « that, as feve- pja,, 
'ftl ^MTj teftified, while Father Joim was at Maji^ Mioim* 
they faw him 'warmtd to fuch a Degree^ by a DU ^'^ '^ 
'^/W Spirity that his Face was irra^attdy and like 
a Globe of Flame ; " — And " What Mortal can peb. iS. 
&IHciently admire ?$t, Herbert y a Mmim ; if, as 
many report, a Heofvenfy SfUmhr fitmrntukdhim at 
the j^ar ; and more than once Concerts of Angeh 
were heard, comforting 2xA. ferenadif^ this CmuB^ 
date of Heaven f " 

Sometimes indeed Cheat y Magicy or diakelkmi //- 
^fions Yfete fufpedled, and even c(mfefied, in the& 
Cafes. Wierus fpeaks of •* a young Girl poflefled, 

and 
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and miferably harrafled by the Dtvii^ bat lie 

pfomifed her a Jure Toien of Deliverance^ wheo 

fhe went next to Mafi, Accordingly, at M^» the 

Prieft (aw, and the Gtrl perceived, a ivJhiie Shadt 

furrounding her. See the Illufion of the Devil T'^ 

Ribaden. " Satan often appeared to Ignatius himfelf in a 

V' sit '■ fi^^^^l and glittering Form^ as if it had been ibiae 

544. Divine Light :~^BvA he difcovered the FraudJ* 

And why might it not be a like Satanical D^btfien^ 

when '* divers l)eheld his own Countenance re- 

fpl^ndent, and fparkling with Beams of Light ?'' 

Or, when " St. Francis was wholly furrounded 

with a bright Goud, in Conformity to Gfrift ; and 

would make Night as light as Day?"-— Or, 

Spinell. again, *^ when that true Devotee faw openly, not 

^* in the Spirit, but with his iodi/y Eye^ the ^en of 

p. 67a. Heaven ftanding by .him, and the whole Room 

finning from her extraordinary Brightnefs ? " — One 

SpecttL of their famous Mirach'Juthors 6.tiisxe&, <' that one 

Dift?A ' ^^*^^ ^^ ^^ elevated with Pride, on account of 

£x, \i\ ^s Religious Stri&nejfes, that he boailed of having 

^^oxv^^jvg^r/r attending him; and that one Day 

the Devil transformed into the Figure of Chrijl came 

to him, in Company with a Thoufand Angels with 

their. ^Zmjgr^ Lamps, One of them faid, < Thy 

Converfation hath pleafed Chrifi, and lo f he is 

come to thee.' He then ijoor/hifped the Devil ; and 

the next Day told hb Brethren, ' I have now no 

need of the Communion, for I have feen Cbrijl To- 

day^'' There are many fach Stories in the fame 

Author: Particularly, Difl. 3. Ex. 33, 38. 

Dift. 9. Ex. 36. 

The laft of thefe Expreffions, fuggeded by the 
Dtvil, agrees well with that of the Methodiji Wo- 

tttan, 
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fMHt who alTured Mr^ ^^O'* ** *^t Go<J ka^ 4 Journ. 
told her not to partake of the LortTs Supper any F* *o* 
more, fince fhe fed upon Chrift continually.** 
Upon which Mr. ^^/5^ exclaims, " O ? Who is fe- 
cure fit)m Safan*s transforming himfclf into an An- 
gel of Light ?*' — And « the iMe Boy (juft before 
mentioned) ^^o ran away from his Parents, to whom 
Gnfi appeared and bad him not be afraid of the 
Devi/, whom he fhould tread under his Feet,'* — 
has the fame Honour with St. Ignatius, who ran 
away likewife from his Parents, and in the Days 
of his Vanity was as U/e a Rogue, as the other 
could be for his Life. For, as Boubours relates^ 
** the Saint being Ecftatic in ft fever, heard a Lift of 
Voice, that he fhould not be afraid to die, be- lga*i*i* 
caufe he died a Saint, and need not fear tbc 
Veviir 

§. 20. Of a fimilar Nature with this State of 
Velirioujhefs, "Madnefs, and Fbrenjy, wherein our 
Enibujtafis have fuch Vifions, Revelations, Jffu- 
ranees, &c. is that Alienation of Mind called 
^cftafy. Rapture, and Trante. Something of this 
in tilie Methodifs I took Notice of in Part I. 
as well as their enjoying the Pre/ence of God, and 
entering into Difcourfes with him. As, for In- 
fiance, when (fays Mr. Wbitefield) ** my Loving 7 Journ* 
Sannour permitted me to talk with him, as a Man ^^' ^** 
talketh with his Friend." I could eaiily add many 
<)ther Inflances ; together with a thoufand Paral- 
lels from Popijh Fanatics. But I forbear ; not wil- 
ling to naufeate the Reader with fuch Tales, any 
farther than they fall under fome Remarks. 

For one may obferve, what many good and 
learned Perfons have obferved before, that thefe 

Ecftatic 
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EcflaHc Fits, with Ftfiotu, Jppearancei of God, jt»* 
gels, and Saints^ &c. are mere Imagination frott 
Difiemper and Pbrenfy ; — or a diahoUcal Ulufion ; — 
or Counterfeit and Cieat. And this Truth Hatk 
been allowed by many fober and moderate Papiih, 
by even the moft Enthufiaftical of them, and, in 
a great meafure, by our Methodijiical Teachefs 
themfclves. 

Accordingly, I obfervc firft, that it is general- 
ly agreed among the Learned, that Ecftaff, or Raf- 
ture, (the Mother of Fijum) is of itfelf a Species 
of Madnefs, and termed both by Hippocrates and 
Galen a 'vehement Madnefs. Irregular and turbulent 
. Commotions of the Blood caufmg violent Difbac- 
tions in the Brain, fb as to drive out the Reafoa 
and Senfes ; the Perfons thus difordered are filled 
with a thoufand Chimxrals ; fancy they bear and 
fee and feel Things, which have no Exifience hi 
hlature ; efjpedally fuch Things as they have mod 
intenfely thought on, or which have been he§t 
into their HesMls. See Fracofior, de haelUB* 
Lib. II. 
Vit. Ign. " The glorious St. Ignatius had, many fuch 
f . »73. Vifiofts in his Ecfiafies ; which Maffeius confefleth 
to have proceeded from the Force of his Difem- 
Life, pers'' — «< St. Terefa fays herfelf, that Ihe had very 
great and lopg Diftempers, — was ready to grow 
mad with Pain, — her Head was diibrdered for fo- 
veral Years j — has many Sickneflcs, Fevers, and 
Pains; for, G^^ be thanked, (fays ihe] generally I 
have little Health ; — - fometimes is like a ^pid 
Fool ; fometimes a furious Fool ; fometimes a child- 
i(h Fool, employed in Toys and Trifles, dreflb 
up Images with Pofies and Flowers, i^c. Then 
ihe is rapt into Ecfiafies and Vijsons, which flie calls 

glorious 
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gknmts Phrenfiesy and hofvenly Follies i is frequently 

in Company with Saint Sy Angehy the ^enofHea* 

*veny ^nd Chrift her Spoufe, In one of her Ecfta^ 

Jiti file continues two Years and a half j and in one 

C[f her JFlts fees only the Hands of Chrift \ in another 

jiis DUjine Countenance : She had a fbong Defire to 

fee the Colour and Bignefs of his Eyes^ but could 

jiever obtain that Favour. — However, ihe is united 

to him ; her Soul (fhe fays) is ingufyhed, or, to 

fay better, our Lord is inguifhed in her: — He in- 

fpires her with the Gift of Prophecy^ aifares her 

of her own Sal*vationj and the flouriihing State of 

her Order, When fhe comes out of her Re^veries, 

and ^, little recovers her Senfes^ ihe falls into Suf- 

picions, that all is mere Imagination, or Saianical 

Deiuftoni her Friends and Confeflbrs are quite of 

the fame Mind ; but fome Holy Jefuits aiTure her, 

diat ail is jfrpm the Spirit of God, She owns too, 

that fach Deceivings in the Monafteries are not to 

much from the Deyily as our own perverfe Inclina-^ 

tiom and Humours, especially if there be Mebm' 

cboly. For, adds ihe, the Nature of Women is 

weak, their Self Love veryfubtle; fo that many 

Perfons, bejides the Nuns, have been deceived by 

th«nfelvcs." 

One {ets nodiing here, but what might well pro- 
ceed from Diftemper, without Satan's Devices, 
And therefore the famous Gerjon, a learned and 
moderate Papift, advifeth ** always to coniider in De Prob* 
Vtfkmsy whether the Perfon be in his Sgnfes, and ^P*"'* 
his Brain untouched ; for that we need not doubt 
fiom vohat Spirit Melancholy and illufory Vifions 
come; as^is clear from Feribns in a Phrenfy arid 
fparious Diftempers, who fancy they hear, fee, and 

tafti 
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ti^i Things, like Men in a Dream.'' And he ^vct 
divers Inftanccs of fach Delufions. — 

Secondly, we .may obferve, that (befides &e 

above-mentioned Cafes) many /aier, and evea 

fanatical Papiflsy have acknowledged ^. Satamcal 

Lnpojition in Ecjiafas^ Fijions, Foicesy Ajfurancesy &c. 

all. Bartholomaus de Spina allows, *' that the DevU 

Malef. ^11 fometimes appear as an Angel of Light to dc- 

e. z*a6! ceive Fijionary Perfons; and that Fifims proceed 

from binty as fometimes from ?hrenfy and Difim^ 

An per,'' — And again, ^' it is one of his Stratagim 

^^^' to fhew fome Holy Fifim to the Diftempercd, that 

* ^' he may be thought to be gone, while he lies larking 

within." Even the Higheft Authority in thi Papat^ 

hath given a SanBion in the Roman Ritual : For it 

DeExor. iays, " The De<uihy while the Priefi is in the 

middle of his Exwrcifmsy will make the Padeat 

fleep» and fhew him fome Fijiony that he may feem 

to be deli'Virtd^' Accordingly Terefa conicfletli» 

Vk. Sto. tl^^t " ^c had three or four Times a Fifim of Sor 

P* s^9* tan in the Form ofChrifi. — Even the Bleiied Igew' 

tituy who had fo many Celeftial Fifionsy and fome 

Maffci. W^*^^ yet fays, " of that Sort of RiUgiws Fi/u^ 

Lib. 3« enariesy who profefs fo much Familiarity ivitb Gedy . 

that moil of them are under lllufions of Devilt\ 

and partly perveHe Selfpleafersy and. wonderfvUj 

ohfiinate in their Fancies.^'' — The Devily howevei;- 

Ribadeo. was fo fair, as to afure Ignatius*s Salvation ; ** to 

Jul. 31* declare that he was i|L Heaven ; and he was the 

£x& Perfon that predi^ed his Canonization.^^ And 

the Popey who. afterwarda^ cjttnonized him, fulfilled 

the DeviPs Prophecy, Who now will qneftion the 

TeiUmony of two Perfons of fuch Feracityf^^ 

Kibs^den. *' Ph. Neriusy a Follower of IgnatitUy and an emt 

May a0. n^nt Field Preacher, as famous for EcfiafUs and 

2 Fifim 
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U 9liy MoUd,— had alfo the Gift of dif&i. 
gtiiXtija^fiJ/eVifiBm ftom the true» and adnally 
did £6 on, feveial Occafions. One way of Tri^ 
waa this: '< Ooce the Deril appearhig in the 
X^ads oi ^t iver\'hiiffid Virgin to his Difiaple 
Vinceta^ he commanded Finctnt the next time to 
Jfitm the Face of the Perfon that appeared. The 
next Night the Dewl appeared again in the 
&me rv^/ftkkut Siaf0 i and heinftantly^V in the 
Dny/V Et^ ; who, confoonded* and ba&fy. foiled, 
ismiedielely va^ifflied. No fooncr was he fled, bat 
the Sacred HtgiM iir/ei/duxly ihewed hcrfeif toi 
him, and bad him fpit in h^ Face too« if heooold. 
Then fhe fingblarfy comfcirted him» and went up 
bto Hio've^J*^ But upon the Whole, NiHm was ia 
well oonvineed of Sata/ft Illttfiomt *< that he be* 
came a iharp Reprehender of thoife who were de« 
lighted with Fijhns ; affirmii^ that notUag was 
more f§miciqm thaA thofe mad Mockeries of ih^ Jh^ 

^Isy wlio eafi(y transformed themfelves ioKo 
^geh of Light, — If it be not too much a Di- 
gfffifln^ 1 will add one mor^ and fbonger Proof 
of Sai^s beiv^ dtteStd and confounded by fuch 
Smnl-like AfanagMunt, This curious Story is 
ii\ the Editioxi of the Bc9k rf, Qof^wtmaiti^ Mi" 
km, 1 5 K), (omitted, itv my Mdkiont Bonm. i ^90,) 
a^d iM likewife. carefully piefarved in the Spe- Dlft. 7. 
ttjkm Minxw^um. « Fryar Jb^, a Difiaple of ^*' »+» 
of St. Frwtd^ was brougli^ almoft xo.De/pmr^ be^ 
caufe the,' Sm rf God appeared to htm, and told 
hiieb that h& was /r«</^/RMi^ ^9 itdanand; and 
fo. would St. Franojft &c. But St* Framis^ .vtho 
was as an jhgdffGod^ taught him, that he who 
faid that was the Dm^, and not. G&r^ And 
Vqu U, I when 
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when, fays he, he fhall come again, aad teH yon, you 

are damned, aafwer him thus« <' Open your MrnHh^ 

and I will — in it." {^piri os tuum, iff ego ftercm" 

za69 in id.'] And it fhall be a Sign to you that it is the 

Dewly that upon your faying thofe Woids he will 

inftantly fly. Rujpn then adored the Saint y was ^oh- 

ftffedy and returned to his Cell. Where, behdd! 

the Old Emmy comes again in the Form tf Chrif^ 

faying much the fame as before. Immediately 

Buffin replies, •* Open thy Mouth, fs^c." Tlie 

Devil took this InSgnity fo hdnoufly, that he pack* 

ed off; but xaifed a dreadful Storm of Stones and 

Fire i^ainft poor Ruffin, Soon afterwards Cbrif 

appeared to him, and melted his Soul with Divine 

Love, and gave \}^ Security of his eternal Saha- 

ticn. After this a D^emoniac being brought to St 

Francis to be exorcifed, the Devil feeing Fiyar 

Ruffin with him, began to roar horribly, and ruo 

away $ declaring, that ** he could not ftand againft 

that obedient, humble, and holy Brother Ruffin.*^ — But 

to proceed. 

OmoA. Ga^. Biel, the famous Popifi Canonift, owns, 

^^' *• that their Miracles are fometimcs eiFe^ted by the 

Operation of Devils to deceive dtforderly Worjhipersf^ 

Lea.5x. and particularly, " that the Apparition ofChrifi in 

the Eucharaiji may be by the lllufion of the Demi 

j^^- to deceive and delude the Unwary." — Alexander 

Sent. Hides gives the fame Solution : << It appears FUfi^ 

Q&53* fometimes by human Contrivance, fometimes by a 

SaboHcal Operation,'''* — And why may we not 

fufpe£t,the fame in osxt Vifimaty Methodtfts^ who 

have fo often at the Sacrament ewdent^ feen 

Jeffis Qfriji crucified before them ? (See Enthufiafm, 

P^II. p., 1 64.) <* St. Terefa^ who had fo many 

Rep^s 
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^afiSf VtfionSf md AlIoaiHons imtb our LorJ^ was Lifr, 
iirongly pcrfuadcd of their being great Dehjum ^^'}l 
and Di^ifis nf Satan i and fhe owns, that feveral ^ p^tt' 
RtUgi9ittft9 had been thns deceived, either from 
JmaghatioHy or the Dtlufim of SaioHP The 
Writer of the Prrface too confefleth» that ** va- 
rious Impoftors, and Women efpedally, were fre- 
quent in Spain about that Time, who, ambi 
tious of procuring the Fame of SanSity^ or de- 
cked by the D^/, pretended to thefe Eleva- 
tions, 6ff." 

Happy furely would both Pafift and Methodtfi be 
thought, could they have the fame Favour with 
iht Saint mentioned by Balinghtmi " who obtain- Pig* 7-. 
ed by Prayer to the Firgin Maty, never to be de^ 
€dvedm Rttvelaiions and Vsfims.^ This was ac- 
counted a high Favour^ but probably might be the 
*u}orft Deiufion of all. 

And yet, whatever Share the Devil may claim, 
theie Ecjlatic Vifionaries are ^tfrincifal Saints cantr- 
mscedin tint Communion. And not without Reafon. 
For thefe Fijhns ondEcfiafies have always been the 
grand Engines for introducing their corrupt, falfe-, 
and idolatrous Tenets. Nor is there one of their 
DoSriites of Deemons that has not been confirmed 
by fome Heavenly Vifiom, '* And this is (till (as introd. te 
Dr. Geddes^ who well knew, obferves) one of the Vcronio. 
moft fubtle and prevailing Sorceries of Popery, Not 
only Papifs^ but Proteflants, (efpecially thofe in- 
clined to ^ietifm) being all naturally diipofed to 
bdieve any Reports oi Raptures andVifionsy let them 
come from what Quarter they will, do with an 
eafy Credulity'^ fwallow down the Popifi DoHrineSy 
which they were invented to give Credit to." 

I % Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, I ohkrve, th^it tvtn cm MfthoStJIiian 
•wned both a vain ImagrnatiMf and D^vi/iJ^ JgOh 
ty among themfdves ki fuch Cafes. \Ai. W^ 
3 Joura. <)wns, tiiat their '* Vifimt might come from G«( 
p.6o^6i. and might m^/* And, with refpe^l to ^eefin^ 
5 Journ. " he diicovercd among hn Hearers fuch ^i/rj ^ 
p. 69,70. 5^^^^^ 2s Q^^ entered info his Heart to OOD- 
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I Dcfti. Mr. Whkefield confeCeth, '' l^at ^a/a» tram- 

P 40. formed himfelf into an y#vjr^/^ If j^i^/; whereby he 

followed the Suggeftions of the Evil S^ritmwkat* 

ever he ^/^." Divine PrefiMCis, ^-^hit ialkifig noiib 

Gpd Fmce to Fmoe^-*- itrvituig Chrifi^ voho camm md 

fiit dcFvcn at th^ Head •f the Tahle^ attd^ke #« btKh 

StQ, Thefe are fome of the Reveries^ which he hn 

Letter, reutnted. ** He readily grants, that fome of the 

^' 3>* Mtthodifts^ who had mt Jfurance of Saivmtimi 

prefomptuouily imagined they had it.'* 

Their dkar Madam Bam^oa fpeaka in the fine 
5ond. Strain of thiff " Jrtifia of Satan. They fancy 
^^^^* themieives to be in AJfurancei and are in the midft 
^* '^ * of Dangers of lofing their Souls by Prefimp^tn, 
X Letter, and Delufim if the DeviiJ" The fame Latfy (in her 
Part I. lighf ri/ev in Darkmfs) fays, " The Saints then- 
^^' *• felves have committed Sfiritual Fooleriess by Vifiem^ 
In-fieahtngSy Ecfiafiett kc* affiiled by th« imagiMh 
% Letter, tzve Facidty^'^ Again, " we are not to judge ef 
Part III. Spiritual Ferfeaion by Vifionty Revelatimsy Ecftafieh 
^^'^^' or Raptures: For the Devil himfelf could do all 

thefe Things." 
Brain. ^^^ ^^- Brainfirdy a ^^tber-Motboi^ft, (^cr 

Journ. not arrived to the Summit of Metbodifin, or got 
f • 5'* above it) frankly declares, ** that Trances and ima- 
ginary Vievjs of Things are of dangerous- Tenden- 
cy in Religion.; and fears a Defign of Satan^ by 

intro- 



ibCroducing Vifrmmy Sctnes^ to bring a Blem&h on 
die Work of God/* Again, << It muft be owned, Braia. 
^atan feemed to transform himfelf into an Angel of •'^"l*. 
JUgbtj and made ron\e vigoroas Attempts to intro« 
doce turbyl\Mt Cornmetions ami Fajfionsy inflead of 
gemane Convi^ions ; and imaginmy and fancifkl 
KetioBS of Cbrlfty as appearing to- the mental Eye 
in human Fcmij and farticnlar Poflures^^^ and diveis 
other Delttfinu, And I have Reafon to* think, had 
diefe Things met with Encouragement, there wonld' 
have been a coniiderable Harvefi •/ ibis Kind of 
CoTfoerti.^^ 

Therefore I obferve, Fourthly,. That Ecftafies^ 
and of confequence Vijunuy are frequently ^oiun-* 
*ary-^ they may be, and have been, countevfmtei. 
And il/. Cafcuion hath faid, and proved, *' that 
it is poffible, without the Concurrence of any Sm» 
tematural Caufe^ for any one Man' or Woman to 
pot themfelves intaa 7r«w#, or Ecftafy^ when they 
will.V Treatifi of Entbufiafm^ Chap. 3. The' 
whole of whieh deferves our Perufai. — St. Anftin 
tells us of *' one Reftitntusy who could, whenever civ.Dfei, 
he was. defined, quite alienate himfelf from his 1* '4« 
Senfes, Me like a dead \fan, fo that no Breath was ^' ^* 
perceptible in him ; and no Pinching, Pricking, 
or Burning could make him feel." — ** Bodin pro- Dzmcn. 
duceth Variety of fuch, not only- Moderns^ or* ^'^ • *• 5- 
Zednt'Uke Perfons ; but Heathens ^ and Atheifiic Fifi" 
onariesf long before Chrtftianity was in Being." For 
Ecfiafies are by no Means peculiar to Religion^ much 
Icfs the Chrtfiian, 

What the Religion of Cardan was, " who could> Ibid, 
throw himfelf into an Ecftafy whenever he pleafed," 
I am not certain. £ut that genuine Pafifty Ph% 
Neriusy had the fame Faculty ; and, by frequently 

I 3 . • nfmg. 
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cdUy fsdl into ttie, diaa anotW think of mf 
common Afinr.***- And tha^ QMaf wid Jtaf^mt 
(out of WMitODnefs or Pn4e> &r.) may oonie ib 
for a Share j we read in ifae Ufi •/ Si. Mdegmk, 
who was aknoft aU£a^^#Mrv, her own C^ttfwffimt 
Chap. 4. «< that Vifiom ami Rafis many Timet are but ft§t 
hmgnmiim atfd Faney^ especially in MmA ami W^ 
men; but moft commonly a kind of worldly in 
ijMi Brain} witha(e€ret» but pemidaB^, Fr^tfiaif^ 
Hm^ d^fiioiu to appear^ and to h«re fomething^ 
Geddet, above the common^ -^ '' Mary of Jgredas Ri^tMnf, 
Vol. III. |(s agreed by the Ltt^ ^^^/j a^d the Nsau, (who 
well knew the Trick» of yom^ Girk) were ftidi 
Byfieri€ Fiit as young Girls nfed to cp/mtp^. Bui 
her Gmfisfitf one of the Tramfioa Ftyatt, (who 
ncnrer hal to iham diem upon the Woiid for DMta 
Mtfiafiu) makes a better Uie of them* docluiog 
tima to h9 Jkpematural i, and he^treato ^o Ahh^i 
"KTy feveiely for Infidilifyi nor would reft 'till he 
got her difcharged.'* And we hav« feen before 
how frequent fuch Imftfimres were in Spain, — 
How many fuch Tricks have been played in 
Unghmd by Popifi Prkfis, for the Rtfiora$um tf 
Ffiry^ may be feen in Gei% Foot out rf the Snan, 
Farticalarly he mentions the Cafe of ono " Tbo- 
mas NewtMj who pretended he had a Fifiaa of the 
Virgin Mary appearing to him, and faying, * New- 
t9n^ fee that thou take not the Oath of Jliegiancu 
Being a&ed, ' How he knew it to be the Virgi* 
Maty f he replied, becaufe ihe appeared to 
him in. the Form of her AgUmfiion^ &c.'' Thii 
was in the Year 1621 ; and for the Truth of it, the 
Authtr refers to the kiigh CommiJ/tQn Kuordi. 

Whoever 



WIuMver would fte a vtsy gMdAccoiiat h<m 
the feveni Sotts of DifitB^s^ fiich as we fiad: 
amoog the Mnb^Sftn tn^y be cntmorfmitd^ wliat 
Xmiy have beoo pn£tifed, aad how they may be 
dtUS^i he BU^ coniiult Z«fiH> ^juefihitH Mu6i9^ 
/^akf, ^b. III. Tit. II. Qsaeft* i. De Mosbe- 
nua Simalati<»ie. 

Nor in general need we doubt, bat that a tm'*^ 
mng Mam» having under hit ManagtHMot Perfeai 
of tifukr Nimfti tmd nm^A Brmm^ of a tiaSaUe 
Pi^i^0h or lather LuS^afiiim of Mind 09 Body, 
— - may infoie ftch D^i if mriU Do&rumt ti eafi- 
]y to woffk them up into a Bhnmfy^ and teachthem» 
whatever /MMi^tf ^igbis tiie Jrck-Embufiafi pleaftthr 
And the fame may be iaid of thofe dtmifid Fin 
fi> Gominoa among Mr. Wefi&ft FoUowes^ *' YeU 
littg9, Gfoanin|^» GnaihingSrFoaming^^ Cowmlfienab 
and Coatortioai, Curfet, and BhTphenuet* dyings 
andde%MringAgpnic9» &r.** which call for »-£u^ 
ther Confideratioai thon^ indeed y^iny itiit» 
conAder them. 

i. 21. A fuffident Detail had» alieady beefr 
given of theie lamtiuahU Cafes \ and I fiiaU new 
take inta Coofideration^ — The Nature of the> IHJ^ 
ordKTs^ — The . Gu^, ~The CuMi — and other 
f9xcEfi£h} as we find diem fet £brth inthe njum^ 
detfstJ Jmrmds % and in which, I think, oonfifts the 
Qrand Myftery 9/ MetbaJSfm. 

As to* the Nature of the Diferdersy miferable and- 
tenrible as they are, Mt. Weffey, affirms o&en» that 
th^ are ** Ceafirmatiens of Ged^s JVerd, — Weuuds ^ Jonm* 
hf tke S^uwdof tbe^Sfuitf-^th Power of Ged ufau P*4o>4^ 
tbem,^the Fi$q;er ef God^ &c.'' Thefe were, ^^* 
^* lend Ones. M mth$ Aji^ma of JXtatb^ — fialdt^ to 
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f he Earthy and draping on every Side as 7hun&r^finu\y 
great Drops ofSnveaty all their Bones Jhaiingy &c." 
Pag. <)5. Particularly he fays, « I had an Opportunity of 
talking with Mr. Whitefieid of thofe Outward Sigas, 
which had fo often accompanied the ImvardWerit 
rf God,"" He was, it feems, as to this, an UnheMe' 
njer before ; " But had the next Day an Oppor- 
tunity of informing himfelf better. For no fooner 
had he began to preachy but four Peribns fimlt 
down clofe to him, almoft in the fame Mosmnt. 
One lay without Senfe or Motion. A fecond trem- 
^Xr</ exceedingly. The twa others had /ro»^ Gm- 
ntulfinu. From this Time, I truil, we fhall foffcr 
God to carry m hi* own Woriy in the Way that 
pleafeth himC^ 

And from this Time Mr. WkitefieM talks mucB 

« Joum. in the fame Style, of " People flrack down, un- 

P-*4>36« der great Agonies^ with Cries and Groans, droppinr 

p. IX. «own, as though fi>ot nvtth a Gun, by the great 

Power of God. For, when an extraordinary Work 

is carrying on, God generally manifefts himfelf ta 

fome Souls in this extraordinary Manner.^'* 

If thefe Gentlemen mean only, that Gn/ is the 
^cient Cau/e of all Diftempersy permits fuch- D't^ 
fofiersy or ordains the Courfe of Nature, whereby 
they happen ; they have no Adverfary among Be- 
liever;. But, if they mean, what they often fay, 
that they are itot Natural Diftimpersy but extraork- 
nary Workings of God in the Soul ; it may eaiily be 
proved, that thefe feveral outward Signs are real 
Difeafey mere Diftemper ; if any Credit may be 
given to Philofophers and Fbyficiansy both before 
Cimfi andfincey Heathens and Cbrifiians \ and where 
it cannot be pretended' the Work of Methodifm was 
concerned^ I have looked into fome of the moft 
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cmioeAt Orighud Agtlm% as welf m CmtiUrt ^ 
Pbjfical maimm4t$^ and find diM «H tkofe Hiffi^ 
^i 4f B^ md MM, (whick dM Mtib^SJt^ 
7gackers mako x^ of ^ Jbrve M Tttm^ mitgiliify thmr 
Idijpwy and </Mr< JdmhmHm% tec,) witk ikeir rt- 
^)e£tive Symfi9mh hdietHimt, and Crreufi^^mciMi 19 
be flwr^ Dift^Hftri iuid efpe^alt^ in thofc paitkvikr 
CircuinftaacdB, whkh our Miti^Jif reprsteil as 
txiraordinafy Wnik^ ffGoi^ FrtHnmhttmli or &^ 
firmturoL Tiiefe I ibdl put togfithcr^ wkhaot 
any maimer of Addkipn or Akeratioa. 

«< Ia l&at cowrulfive, neirous Ditedtr, callctf 

Jd^jfierics^ the Paticbts «« atf^Oed with itivcn 

tottge, incbiififteliCy and contrary Sytiptodift i 

Pains of Body, and I'errors of Mind i vi^ Va* 

liaiy of jnofdimue Sallies : firaathe une4|ttattx, led 

a Soft of Choakkig in ai« TJiroatliice 6Mngting< 

a violent Palpitation, tkat tke By-iaoders think 

libK^ €a» hear the Heart beatiog againll the lUbti 

now ^poechlefi, £Bnlekla» and niotionlefey feefmc^ 

at if ^ey were dead, the Palfe being fcarce percep* 

tiUe: Then ag«m utterkg a wild Noife, and 

fambfing in thrir Talk: £bve alternate Fits of 

Jof and Sorrow, Langhit^ and OyiQg : Are 

Gidm, weaki fadi ftarfiil, wsA falpctous; groit 

fiif and imtnovodrit^ aqd agm flexible : Than 

£iilii^ into a Fit of Rage, Qgarrelling, aod De* 

bacchation $ fo fbong as fcarce to be held by three 

or fiNtr Perfons: Sometimes in the utmoft De* 

Jedioo, Teiror« and Defpair*. preiagpag diioial 

Thmg^^ ib much tormentedy thot they f^cava in a 

Sort of Furgatwy^'' 

'< la HyfacbomHmfs (makgms to Hyfimci m ffo- 
pun) a$ weB as iMMciafyy from a Malignity of 

Blood from the hM^ Bile* we £nd aioft of the 
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famr Sfii^i§mti Pftin in the Stomach, Wmdiaefi, 
SwelliDg or Diftortioii of the Hypochondrium, a 
large Palfe ander their Ribs ; a dry Cough, Head- 
achy Difficulty of Breathing, Palpitations, Faint- 
iDgs, Swoonings, Ddirioafnefs, hideous Cryings- 
tmt, various Convulfions and Diflortions, and Fits 
like the £/ii^^: The Sul(erer afleded as much 
in Mmd, as in Bodj^i diflferently full of Sadnds, 
Fear, SuTpidons j suid of PieAimption, Joy, and 
Exultation; dqefled, calm, and quiet; confide- 
rate, raih, raging, and quarrdling : The AmmA 
Spirits taking unafaal, oblique, or tranfyerfe Va- ■ 
garies in the Brain, thence fpring new, incoherent, 
and abfurd Fancies ; fr<»n black and heavy Blood, 
moving fluggiihly, proceed difmal Horrors and 
Defpairings, feeling Hell, and being damaed« 
When the Humours are well ftirred up, the Blood 
begins to boil, and the Heat rarefies and di^perfes 
the lumping Mafs; then, deceived by Fantafiic 
Illuiions, they are apt to conceive, and really be^ 
lieve, great TAings of thmftkoes ; afie6l Dimmty^ 
and difcourfe with Gods and Angels. In general, 
their Imagination is feldom quiet ; they are almoft 
always thinking, and always dunking erroneooily : 
Day and Night chiefly intent on little Things, 
without any Thought of material Points ; va^y 
folicitotts about Trifles, as if Salvation depended 
on them : Reprefenting Things to themfelves more 
and larger than they are, as in a multiplying, or 
magnifying Glais ; raifing few and fmall Ofiences 
into many and great, and confefiing heinous Sins, 
©f which they were never guilty." 

** From the preceding DiHempers they are apt 
to fall into Epileffies : Wherein a cruel Convulfion 
fcizeth the Patients at once^ cafting them forcibly te 

the 



(95) 
Ithe Gi^und, as Thunder- ftruck ; tibey loofe their 
Senfes, and becoming delirious^ ramble in their 
T^k; laagh» or weep; pray* andfpeak religi- 
euily ; curfe, blafpheme, talk obfeenely or pro- 
fanely; fometimes howl horridly, fhriek, roar» 
grind their Teeth, foam at the Month* loll out 
die Tongue ; tremble> and are variouily convulfed 
and diftorted : Sometimes they hear and fee many 
fb^nge Things ; fpeak unknown Languages, dif- 
cover Secrets, prophefy; ftruck fometimes with 
anintenfe Cold, or feel a cold Vapour running 
along the Back, {^r.'* The Por/ has well defcribed Lutrct. * 
this dreadful Diftemper ; X«ib- s« 
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Ante oculos aUquis nofiros^ ut fulmnis i£iUy 
Cnici£ty ttjpumas agity ingenuty et trtmit artus^ 
DBfifity extentat nertfos, torquetury anhehit 
bcmftMnter^ et in jaSando membra Jatigat, ice 

Andiftoallthlswe add the Amazements, andStag- 
gerings in Vertigoes and/umning Fit^, with all the fur- 
prizing Gefticulations in Convuifimsy nothing will be 
wanting to comj^e the MetbodiJHcal Symptoms, And, 
if the Reader keeps in Mind what was faid before, 
(or e(pecially turns back to f . 5.) he will be apt to 
think, that the feveral extraordinary Motions in this 
unBaf^ Se^ are ea£ly accounted for firom Natural 
Diftemper, Efpedally as the above Authors have 
dieir Accounts from Ariftetky Hiffocrates, Galen^ 
kc. as well as from thdr «<uw Pra^ice, and have 
corroborated all by Variety of Examplesy antient 
and modem. Pagan andChriftian. And they gene- 
rally s^;ree there is feme Diforder of the Brain in 
jihe Cafe; that all is a Degree, or Sfedes oiFhren^ 
mtd Mainefit and apt to bring On the worft Effe£b 
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of them* *— A Afisfiaitane too w^ imown, ^toe 
horrid likeynfe, to bo enlarge upoiK 
Pofijh FaraJkh of tkis Nattm mvf be had la 
Bnsn Abundance. '< St. 7i»r^ blelTed Gm; tbat ihe had 
^' aw7 /iV^ H»ahh\ and fhe was affliaed wkh the 
' '^' moft grievous Difiwupen for twenQr-two Years to* 
Ibid. gether.--^St. Ctahmim rf Stemta ftrng^ed with 
Apr. 30. Dgqfiif^ and was grievoufly tortured with /bm, 
I'ife, and vaHoos crudating Difeafes. -<> Mny M. of 
^^' ^' B4ixaU was ^levoufly diiftempered for five Yean to- 
g^tlier; and all looked upon her as anodierJo^npoD 
Li{^ a Dunghill. «- Jl/.e«ry ^ Agreda was vifited with fo 
p. ^ It. many painful Difeafes, that fhe had fcaree an 
tift. Hour's Reft. — Francis of Sales ha^ fueh a d^ Mi- 
laiubely^ that nothing in Nature could ngfe him, 
— a Jaundice from Head to Foot ; his Blood fe 
heated that he fell into a Fever. St. Fremcis was 
diftemp^red much, efpedally in the Uver and 
Spleen^ and Stomach, all proceeding from his cor- 
ppral Severities/' — Ay, ^ere is ([he Oife; they 
had all Variety of DiftempeKs^ to which we m^ 
well afcribe their various Tutnults of Min4, aad 
Jaaatipns of Body; their E^afaj^ Vifam, lUw- 
laHoM ; tltieir San^y and d^m^afiw ; efpeciall/ 
as the Difiempers ha[^ned where; there was a na- 
turally Fanatical HuuL 

And feeing how artful the M^hodijls arp in 
nulung J^fi^^ tp be th^ ff^xJ^ rf God's Sfirity 
and Signs of Grau W(d Sast^i^i WB may condode^ 
that aU their Holinfjisy Mr. fV^, l/k, Wiith 
field, and the P^^ have eiahca<:ed the fijdigioii of 
their Pagan Predaceffors^ who (as we read ia divets 
Authors) c^fkcrAted, nboft kinds of Difiempers of 
the Body, au4 ASs^ns of thfi Mtnd; ended 
*ruf$ks ^ Mas^tPifi^if Pnlififi^ hUuliufs^cid 
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Death; to Laughtify Ltiftj Contumely y Impudence^ and 
Caiumny, Every ftrange Diforder, as well as £//- 
lepjy, is the Sacred Di/ea/e, and, 

*^ Sua cui^e Deusfit eSra Cupido, 
£ach bold Fancy grows into a Gcxl. 

But it mail be remembered thisDiilemper was caUed 
zifo Morbus Comtialis ; becaufe, if any one fell into 
it during the Affmblyy it was 2k fatal Omen^ and they 
immediately hroks up. Whereas the JJ/emblies of 
Metba^fts confift of foch j the more Tumblersy the 
more Sacred is the Meeting ; and they triumph ia 
the FaU of their miferable Brethren. 

{. 22. Notwithfianding this Fbyfical Account^ 
and although it be a general Maxim, that, where 
there is a plain natural Solution^ we need not inquire 
hr ^pematttral Means; neither Pafifi, nor Met ho- 
£fi, will own this to be their Cafe ; but will be 
^^afting ObjeSioas and Exceptions. Somedmes, how- 
ever, they are fo good as to allow real Dijiemper, 
er elfe a mixed Caie ; fometimes it is no natural Dif- 
tenifert bat proceeding either from a goody or evil 
Sptrjf. As to real Difiempery it is the firft Direc 
ti(m in the Roman Ritual^ de Exorcizandisy '< that 
the Exvrcijt muft not eafdy believe a PoJfeJJton ; but 
muftknow the Marks whereby 3, poffeJedPerhn is 
diftingaiihed from thofe who are troubled with the 
black Bile, or any other Di/ea/e,'' St. tgnatiw wa* Bouhout* 
aware of this Truth ; when a Maid thought to be Life of 
fojfejfidy aqd ragi»g violently, with Contortions all V^^^*» 
over her Body, being brought, Ignatius faid, fhe *' 
was notpoffejfed; and that thefe extraordinary" Mo- 
tions proce&led from a natural Cau/e ; and that, if 
the Devil had any Share in it, it was only in trou- 
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tfling the Inag^nadon of the fick Peribn. ^ He 
f!keamauieihc Stfft of ti?e Cnfi upaa her, and her 
Fuiy prefently ceafed.** You fee the Sduttt loft 
nothing by this Conceflion, when he had the Ho- 
nour of a miraculous Cure. 

Mr. Wiflcf too will own a Natural Dtftemftr^ 
when he has a good Reafin for it. As» fd$ Inftance, 
S J<>Bn« in the Cafe of one of the Fnucb Prophets, ** She 
** ^ oame in» — and foon after leaned back in her 
Chair, and feemed to hare ftrong Workings in her 
Breafty with deep Sighmgs. Her Head and Hands, 
and, by Turns, every Part of her Body, feemed 
aUb to be in a kind of cwevulfivo Motion. — She 
fpoke much (all in the Firfin of God^ and iho% 
la Scrifiurt Words) of the fulfillmg of the Propke- 
ties, ^e comr^ of Cbrift now at Hand, and die 
ipreading of the Go/pelovtt all the Earth. -^ Two 
or three of our Company were much affeded, and 
believed (he fpoke by the Spirit of God. Bat diis 
was in no wife clear to me. The Motion might be 
tither Hyfterical or Jrtifiaal s and the fame Words 
any Perfon of a good Underftanding, and well 
verfed in ^rn^/iKr^, might have fpoken.** 

Hath not Mr. Wefiey cut up his own Inflitution 
by the Roots ? Here is a Perfon of a fimilar Dif 
penfation nmtb MethoSfm, with the fame hoShf Mo- 
tions and Contortions, and talking more relsgioafly 
than the Methodifts in their Fits > teaching too 
Mr. Wejley^sfafvourite DoBrinei and yet ihe may be 
Hyfterical, or a Cheat. Some of his Followen 
thought flie fpoke from God. And why not, if they 
thought their oFwn Di^enfatiou was horn Godf But 
mark Mr. Weflefs goodReafon for his Opinion. He 
Was afraid the French Prophets were drawing away 
his Difciples. And this Rtafon he hath luckily 
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S^rtttd. For he faidi afttrwakis, " I called on 3 Jottn>' 
one, who M run 'well, 'till he was inndereJ by fome ^' ^* 
of thofe called French Prophets. Wm unio the Pro- 
f bets J fi^tb the Ltrd^ who profbefy in mj Name^ and 
J have not fent thtm^^ He hits hisnfelf a Slap in 
the Face* rather than bear a Competitor in Saint- 
fltif ; and his Qoarrels with the Moravian Leaiers^ 
and poor Mr. Whitefield, (hew, that paling the Wdley. 
Hearts of his People is a capital Offence y and that a ^ J?*"". 
Hia^ai in Enthufiafiic Amhition is not to be endoved. 
— This Cafe puts me in Mind of a Stoiy I have 
heard of a Madman in Bedlamy who being in a Af«- 
dJ Internal f .went about the Houfe, and gave fome 
Stramgers an Account of the Place ; he very calm- 
ly and rationally told the Reafons of each Perfon's 
Difir4sSion\ *dli'at length coming to one, he faid, 
•< this Man run mad with Pridi^ and pretended to 
be the Holf Gbofi. But I am ^^; I am the Holy 
Gbaft^ And then ran on raving in a wonderful 
Manner. 

Mr« W^ confefleth another Cafe of real Dif- 5 J(>ur»- 
Uif^ar in Mifs Gr. who had been in one of their ^* '^^'^' 
B4ntds. ** She had lately been raving mad, in 
Confequence of a Fever, and as fuch was tied 
dovm to her Bed! When fhe was fufiered to go 
abroad, ibe went to Mr. Wbitefald} — but he 
quickly perceived (be was only a lAmatic, the Na-^ 
ture of her Difirder foon betraying itfdf As the 
Nature of the Di/order had as much betrayed itfelf 
in many Methodijis, how happens it that in this 
Cafe Fever and Masbe/s are allowed? Why, it 
feems, Mifs Gr, had faid, " that Mr. Weji^ and 
other Methodifis voere Pa/iftsy And ihould not 
inch an abufive Tongue be diftinguiflied from true 
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Metho&ft Lunaty ? — even thoDgh It -hal^ beat »e- 
treffary to fend fome of the latter Sort to BtMm, 

f . 23. Keep bat clofe to your Ordtr^ hold faft 

your Canf^ and Mr. W^ey will contend Tooth and 

Nail, nay will prove, that the heShf Signs ef 

horrid Fits and Convolftons cannot be Natural Dif- 

temper in his faithful SeSiaries, Take an Inftaace, 

or two. 

Journ, '* Mr. ff^efley intending to fpeak on Rom, iii. 19. 

could not open his Mouth," 'till the Li^tiire is 

dilTolved by his Counter 'Charms and making a lot- 

tery of the Scriptures, and " htg^ngGodto £re8y 

he opens the B90A 9n Hehrenvs x. 19: Then, while 

he was fpeaking earneftly, fome Junk down; 

others exceedingly trembled and ^aktd; ibme Were 

torn with a con<vulJi've Motion, in t*very Part of 

their Bodies, fo violently, that often four or fire 

Perfons could not hold one of them. I have ieen 

many Hyfierical^ and many Epileptical Fksi but 

none of them were like thefe in many Rdpe^^s.** 

That he has feen many^ among his own, I make 

rot the leaft Doubt. But is he fure he knows edl 

the Symptoms in fuch Cafes ? Sure am I, that M 

e*very BeJpeSl Fhyficians have proved this to be thtf 

Cafe in common Hyfterics and Epileptics, 

5 Journ. Again ; " He enquires into the Cafe of thofe 

p- 91' who cried out akud^ during his Preaching. — AUdi 

them (I think, not one excepted) were Perfons in 

perfeB Health, not fubjc(^ to Fits of any kind, 'till 

they were thus afFefted. This came upon every one 

of them in a Moment, without any previous Notice, 

Some faid, they felt as if a Sivord was running 

through them 5 others, that they thought a great 

Weight lay upon them. Some faid, they were 

quite 
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goite d&oaked, and could not hnatbi ; others, that 
their Htarts fwelled ready to hurft i and others, as 
if thdr Heart, and all their hJUe and 'wboU Bodf^ 
were tearing to Pitas. The(e Symptoms I cannot 
impute to any Natural Caufi,^'* — And yet thefe 
ieveral Symptoms have appeared before, from full 
Authority 9 to be real Natural Lifttmpers \ not ex- 
cepdog the Particular of " droffing in a Mo$ntat^ 
though they were in firfiS Health before.'* I am 
not obHged to believe it. But let it pM* for Truth. 
Itis a common Thing : And why ib many fallaO 
^etler^ and juft after me another^ among his 
Hearers^ will afterwards appear. 

i 24. Let as next proceed to the Caujes of theft 
l^^mentaUe Difirdersy honid Con<vulfions9 Streamings^ 
&c. where fomething will 2^ain fall in of the Natort 
of them. And as /or as they are natttral Diftem' 
ptrsf 00 doubt but Uiey are owing to the Jasne Caufe 
T^MethoSfity as in other People. Here we find the 
^4aiZr|p pretty well agreed \ and impssting the afor<«^ 
&id Diftempers — '< to iHfiing Air in dofe 
Rooms; bad Diet, Indigeftions, Crudities, and 
flatoleades ; to being expofed to Wet, Cold, or 
violent Heats; to long Watchings and Fadings 1 
to Suppreffions ; to fudden Fr^bts, Wounds, and 
Blo«s, giving a Concuffion to the Brain : — To 
divers Affi:aions, Paffions, and Perturbations of 
the Mind\ Love, Jealoufy, Fear, Shame, Sor« 
'ow. Anger, Envy, Malice, great Difappointments, 
^ great Expedations ; to Ambition and Pride^ 
fweUing 'tiU they are ready to burft i to deep Cogi- 
tation, cfpeciaDy intent upcm on$ Ofya^ Sec. Thefe 
qjeratmg in various Kinds and Degrees, according 
to Men's different Humours and ConfUtutions 1 
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working ftrongly in Enthujtaflic Heeulsj where tihe 
Animal Spirits and Brains are moft difturbed.*' 

Such Talk, however, will not go far with Mr. 
Wejley and his AJfociates, Thciir extraordinary Cafes 
can arife from no Principle in Nature^ but muft 
proceed from a higher Caue, fupematural^ trfrt* 
ternatural\ either from a goody or evil Spirit, 

Mr. IVcJIey accordingly, I hope, aAs by hiJ 
Infirurdo^^ as found in the Roman Rituai, it 
Exorcizandis^ " In the firft Place, the Exorcifi 
mull not eafily believe any one to be poffeffed hy the 
Devil ; but muft well know the Signsy whereby one 
poffeffed is diftinguifhed from thofe who labour under 
the tlack Bilcy or any DiJiemperJ*^ Know the ^igns? 
Ves, furely. And he produceth fomc Cafes^ 
which cannot be the EfFeft of 'Natural Diftemper ; 
as being uncommon and unaccountahhy what Bhy- 
ficiaas cannot account for from Naturcy but own t 
fuperior Cavfe, — One might perhaps beg bis Par- 
don, here, and by no meam^aUow the Conje^ttenee, 
For there are many occuh ^editiesy fecret Powers 
in Naturey whereof We fee the Operation and Ef^ 
feSs ; though we are not able to affign the Manner 
and Reafon, And the Popijb Writers upon Exor^^ 
Compl. cifms allow, ** that it is very difficult to detennine, 
Erorc. whether a Perfon be poj^jedy or not ; tnany of the 
Doar.5, fame Signs concurring in Melancholy zxt^ Hyjferieal 
Wcfley, Diftempers." ^ But let us fee his Cafes. - ** AI- 
3 Journ, tHough they faw Signs and Wondersy they wooM 
^ ' not believe. Some faid, * Thefc were pure Natu- 
ral EffeSls ; the People fainted away, i>nly becauft 
of the Heat and Clofenefs of the Rooms,^ To-day, 
our Lord anfwered for himfelf. For, while I was 
preaching, — he-began to maie hare his Amxy not 
in a chfe Rjiady neither in privatey but in the 1^ 
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Air, before fhrn/wuh. Oae «nd sabthcr wsb 
Irack to the £aitk» &r." He tfkimpbs much 
aganift tlie Argnmoit from a clofe^ fi*fiH ^^'' 
But aie there net numerous Nmtutal Cmfet befides 
that? — ** While I wa9 preaching in Ntnfjg^ite^ a Weiley, 
Weman broke out into Ibong Oia^ and all her 3 Joum. 
Bones fiook. A Phyfidan, who had kaowa her ^'^^' 
masBif Yeans, obTerviog ereiy ^ymftontj was clearly 
CGBWficed ' it was not Frmtdt nor any Natural 
Diforder ; but acknowledged the Finger of God.^^ 
What^ Sir! Vou have often declared your Con- 
tempt of Pi&jg/^/ovjy and thofe ^miff^ff/ in their Pro* 
ibifioo, M!^ ignorant of the Cmifest Nahire^ and 
Cnre of your Mtihodiftkal Maladies ; and do yoaap* 
peal to a N0O}ffai-PJ3yfidan^ to bear Teftimony in 
your Favour ? Why did you not name the Man ? I 
well remember, that, in that famous Impofturg oi . 
Martha Broffier^ (of ^ftiiich ^ere it a particular Ac- 
coont by ^huamu) £be was grievouily Hfitrted attd Hiflor. 
tmv^td, and had aU.the Syn^imsm of a Pojp^mh ^'l'*'^^' 
fer which flie was brought to Farts to ibe exordfed. 
Tht moft cel^atid Fhjficians being confiikedi de* 
dared, it was much of Impoftstre^ and fimetbing of 
DiJIemperi but nothing preternatural. But after*' 
wards ether Fhyficians were introduced by Father 
Senaphin the Exortifty in the Ab£mce of the for- 
mer; and thefe attefted that kwas ne Difiemper^ 
but £ah9^cai FoJJiJJieni or ibmetfaing pnetematnred. 
The Girl repeats her Jgitatiens^ and Serein hk 
Bnorcifins; *till at leiigdi the Fraud was detede^ 
as intended to raife . a Section in the State, to the 
everlafting Conftifion of fuch defigmng Impofters, 

Mr. W^ brings the Cafe of' Mr. Meyrici. 5 jonm. 
^ His Fulfi was gone. He had been Jpeethitfs P* ^i* 

emdjei^elefs toss fomc time. A few of us' joined in 

Prayer, 
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Grayer. Before we kad done* his Sin/k mnd ZfftA 
retumei. Now, he that will aocotml for this hj 
Natural Can/ks, has roy free Leave. But I chofe 
to fay, this is the Fewer o/GoJ, &c.'\ A Mirack- 
monger wiH, no Doobt, chu/e to lay this. But it 
is no very wtcommoft, or txtra^iUnary Thing for a 
Perfon fhmi Haturai Cauftt to Ac> |dl thefe ^a^ 
I>eVidit and recover them. Seaaertus particularly xnentiou 
Vocis. Efikp/ks^ Syac^^ Siffr^^/lnu, as the Niih^l 
Caujes, And Frommafui de FafiinaHone {F^g. 559.) 
will fupply us with Cafes parallel -to this of Mr. 

Fhjl/kiam csoi account aUb for that madNigk- 

Wefley, Sanit when ** fo many MitboSfis between two and 

3 Jouni. tiii^eein the Morning made fuch a confafed Noife» 

as if a Number of Men were all pitting to dt 

DeVi^ 8»woriir For '« the BUedand Bile (as Senmrtm again 

fays) grow hot by too much Watching ; and thence 

Feversf and Dtiirioufnefsf and Convulfiom ; dpedaHy 

in biiiom and melancholy ConfiitntknSf where the 

Brain* are moft liable to be difturbed.'* — They 

can account too for the wild Eniht^/ms of <' Sam. 

mtchenj, who wandered about the Fieldf hy Night, 

and often threw himfelf on the Earth ;" — and of 

Weiley, ** the Boy, who ran away from his Parents, lurk* 

5 J<>ur]i. lug about for feveral Days and Nights tog^er, 

'* ^^* fttfoing Cold and Sanger, once three whole Days 

without SnfienanceJ** For< a long Continuance in 

any one of thefe Hardihips» much .more all in 

Conjttnfiion» will be fuScient for producing the 

difinalEfea. 

S« 25. But as our MethodiJi'Teachers are dif- 
pofed to exclude Natute, and call in a fuferior 
Cm^\ kt them take their owa Way. I am m»t 

much 
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tbey (ay. 

^-^Neque te teneo, neque dlSa refeUo. 
I J fiquere Italiam. 

Batthey will give me Leave to obfanre* to what 
Sgmniy ftnd even dbedly off^JUe ^$ul contrary 
€m^ ^ey aferibe tbeir otowani Signsf gfievous 
hodiiy CoHVolikma and Piftordoss; Scieannngs, 
RoarifigBy Ttimblitigs^ btc. as wcdl as vadbas 
Dijlraffions of Mind, Thofe Caufiu ai« no le& £oii» 
trary^ than God and the Dewl j the fupremely ^00/ 
Sfrnt, and the fupvemely wlwt ; and this in the 
mwy Jkme Parfictdttn, Wherdin it behoveth me to 
be pretty ^^nKf/0fltf andexaSi otherwife I ftall be 
htvoiiy accufid* 

Aihd, FM> I fhiA iMaN)4»ce flicm as making 
Gm/^ Cmfi. And thii« Mr. 1^4^; '< We cal- 3 Joura. 
led upon G9d to confirm hit W<ifd. Imatdiately ^' ^^ 
one mW Mr/ aloud with die iy/m7^ VAemmui^ even 
tskihe Agomes of 2Va#^.«-8oon after two odier 
Perfons 'wete fH«ed with /rws: P^/wy a^ con^ 
ftraificd to mtr.** So again, << I prayed that God lh\A. 
woQld bear Witnefs to hie Word. Immediately P' ^' 
one, and another, and another funk to the Earth : 
They dropped on every Side, as Thunder-^rucJt, 
One of them cried a/oud, -^ One fo wounded by 
the Sfwordo/the Spirit^ t)\ht yon would have ima* 
gined fhc coald not Ih/e a Moment" — •* G<;^niade p. 50, 
^thh Hofy Jrm* One, and another, and ano- 
ther ^zsJIrHck to the Earthy exceedingly trembling at 
tbc frefence of God,'' — '* Seven or eight Perfons P. 62, 
were confb-ained to roar aloud^ while the S<wcrd of 
the Sfirit *was di*viding afvnder their Souh and Spi" 
rifsy and Joints and Martovjp^ " A deeper Work 
. . t . . ■ . - - - iti 



n 
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$ J<ttm. in niariy Soub; — many iremUtd atmditgfy ; Sx, 

^77^78* orfeven (both Men and Women) infftd thtMOs 

iead, S<nac€rgMi oidry — others would, bat thdr 

Finci was kft:-^ In the Evening Godvr3s pleaTed to 

nvouwlmxtty more.'* But particularly obfervable 

Ibid. IB what Mows i " I preached at ff^eawrj-Halli It 

'* ^7* «yas a gipritm Tim. Several 4^^ /^ the Grwmd, 

as ifftruik hy JJgbtnmg, Some criti out in Bitter* 

ne/srfSoui. Inii^^aeciptiAhTism^ Sec'* 

And what fays Srotlfer WbittJkU on the £une 

Side? He was firft let into this Secret by Mr. 

WeHey, Wefley ; when, " upon his (Mr. Whiufiel£%) 

p.iT-?. Pi'caching, four Peribns fwJt dsnsm cbfe to him ; 

—-without ^M^ 0r MotiWf'-^iSifirmtg Cosevtdfam^ 

with ftrmsg Cries and Tears. From thit Time, I 

truft, we ihall fufier Ged to carry on his own Work, 

in the Way that pbajetb Urn:* After this, Mr« 

Wbitefeld^ finding in himfelf fuch Power, goes on 

Whiter, triumphantly. ** A young Woman ftruck down by 

P.H^* the Fewer rfOed's Wer^^hxA continued ever 

fince, as St. Paul did, fick in JBe^jf, and under 

great Agonies in Soul. ^^ God f^^XkmUly manifeb 

himfelf to fome Souls in this esctraorSnary Manner^ 

P*4^« ^* At my Preaching, Thoufands cried out, fome 

fainted, others cried out, as if they were in the 

Jtarfefi Agonies of Death. Never did I fee a 

7 Jonrn. more glorious SigbiC'* •— ** Some fbuck paU as 

p. i»93»* Death, others lying on the Ground, others Jsnldug 

by the WordofGod. — Mr.i5 U dropped dawn, 

. as though /bot with a Gmt; — by the Power of 
God's Word. — The Lord flaanifefted his Glory. 
One ^zs ftruck down by the Power of the Word."^ — 
P. 57. i< The Spirit of the Lord came down like a mih- 
xng mighty Wind ; immediately there was ,/^<ei« 
ing'ysk every Comer of the Congregation; Men's 
Hearts failing them for Fear, many falling. — 

One 
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One Jifuck'iomm^ his Body eaKeeding <EUttii> ootild 
fitmt move dl die Night afier. <W was working 
powerfully in his Sool. — Twelve Perfions droned 
irimw here and Aere.'* — '* The ^«^ Gi^ enabled 7jooni. 
m to fpeak fo^ that one Woman ivas thrown P«75* 
ittto/rMr^ Cgnmdfimsi <Atn were in jyMtf ^f- 



■»i«." 



Thus far then Gn/is aflerted to be Camfe of thde 
feeaftii^gly horriUefksi tbemoft *o^femna OutcriiSf 
^Barings f andftrmtg Fmnsi Smkimgi^ Dro/fittgs H 
the Grotauf^ — as firuck nsnth JJghhung ^md Thm' 
deri — 4xcieding TnmUwgs, FaUtngs-ibwn as dtad. 
Voice lofi, ftrtmg Cmfwdfum^ nmthout Senfi or Mo* 
tiWf FaintingSy jmBng as if fiot witb a Gun i 
SbriiHngs^. Terrors, emdFaiUngs, 

§. 26. But, as thefe inconfiftent Ramhlers cannot 
belong in one Mind, we arenext to obferve them 
nuheeUng atmU, unravelling their Web, and afcrib- 
kg the fame Pariicniars to God^s grand Adverfary, 
the Devil. Well then! (to borrow Mr. WefUf^ 
Metto,) 

^^Agedum, fauca accife contra. 

Mr. White/eld haying told usof << five Perfons 6 Joam. 
in Agonies fe ifaong, as if aifeded with F/Vj/* adds, p- 3^* 
" Some fuch Agonies, I believe, are from the De- 
vil. And he will no doubt endeavour ly thefo to 
bring an evil Report on the Work if God.'^ 

Mr. Wefley once acquainted his Followers, that 3 Joura. 
** ^<dtinFvoluntafy Ejfe&s wrooghtmpon their Bo^ P« ^*' 
Mes. might ht from Go^, and might »0/. While I 
vi^as fpeaking, one before me dropped down as 
dead; and ^efently a fecond, and a third.** But 
la odier . Places he &ys» <^ A young Man funk p. 50. 
1 down 



. iovm as dead ; but ftoii htpii to vwat owf, and 
beat himCelf agiinft.dK Ghmdi, (6 that fix Mm 
could Tcaicc bold hiiB. luevtthm ODclbtomrf 
tJbeivrl Om:' ^Mr. l^rflefs ai&Qionte B^odw 
3 Jtmra* writes thus, to him^; ** What Jjiflue&ce ioddcB aad 
P*^3* fiiarp Awakming^miy have ufioii the Boify, Ida 
not pretend to explain ; [the Inftance you gave of 
fome fbrugg^g as ia the JgMks of DeMii] but I 
make no QaeSdon, Satan, as fat as he gets Poi|i«r» 
may exert himfdf on fuch OceafioRS ; pacdf to 
hindfr the good Work in iucb aa are touched wA 
the Arrows of ConvifUon ; and psstfy to S^an^ 
the Work $fGody as if it tended to Imtd People to 
Ibid. Di/raaioft:' «-^ '« The Emmj^ began, to teat kei^ 6 
P* 79* that fhe fcreamed as m the Paxgt rf- DeathJ"'^ 
P, 92, Another ; *' the thoufand Diftortiom of her whole 
Body ihewed^ how the Dsgs rf Hdl. ftvere gnaimng 
ket Heart:'' '^ Bat ttow we are to have Mr. Wefiey't 
final Judgment^ and ftttUd Dettrminadvtty after a 
eareful and particular Eitaminatim ; as relatdd id 
5 Jonrn. his lajl JmtmaL <' I concluded my fecond Couffe 
p. 91—. of Vifiting ; in which I enquired particularly iato 
the Cafe of thoie, who almoft every Night die laft 
Week cried out aloud, during the Preaching. — I 
found that all of them (I think, not one excepted) 
wer» Perfons in perfed Heakh,. aad- had not be«n 
iobjea to Fits of aiiy Kiad/tiU tbas affeffed^^^Tkat 
this had come upon ^exy one of them in a ii^ 
mentt without any frewm N&tke.^-^thstt, in diat 
Moment they dr<^d dtnm, they loft afl thdr 
Btrettgth, and were ieized widi ivAiSntf Fain. Tfaii 
they expreiTed m difierent Maimen. Some faid) 
they fete, ]w^ as tf a ^inord was nummg throng 
them ; others, that they thoag|it a ^aa fFe^ 
lay upon them^ as. if itwould (qoeexediem Into tka 

.Eaxth. 
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JEanh. Som^ Aid^ ^he/ wei« quite -cHoAked, fe 
that tkciy ^mt// n^f breathe i othera^ tfaab thdr 
fharts /weOeJ ramfy to bmrjti and others, that it 
was as if their Ifyarty sdl their />|y£iifft til thttr 
^i$k Badjft was tearing in fiece^* 

Tkefe Sjmpimts I can no move impute to any 
Vghtral Ca^ffy thvi to the Spirit of GctL I make 
nodtabt^ but h was Seitan tearing them^ at the/ 
were coming to Chrift, And henu psoceedod thofe 
grievous Crieo^ whereby he wa^ ddign both to 
difirei&t the VTori of Go^, and to e^rfght P«Q^ 
£'om hearing that ff^ord, 

I found, that thekr M;v^ had been as varioufly 
afieded as their Baditi. Of this fonte could fcarce 
pvc Mfy Auount at all ; which ajfo I impute to that 
^e Spirit y pwpofely jbuming. and confowukng as 
majty as he could, that they migjat not be able to 
kwr^ his Devices, Others gave a very dear and 
particular Jccomt» £tunthe Beginning (9 the End. 
theft^m-dofGad pkrced their Sool^ and coniria- 
<ed them t>f inwaxd, as well as outward Stok 
They ySnu; and felt the Wraith tf G«i^afaiduig on 
them^. 4uid were aDraid of his Jiai^pents. Aitd 
here the Aca^er came with great Power^ telling 
then, ' there was im Hope, they were loH for 
ever/ Their Fmat of Bt^ thea feiaed. them in 
a Moment, 4U)d extorted thoie Joud and hitter 

Cfiis:' 

Thelb ai« the Words of Meffieurs Whiteftld and 
W^l^ ; wherein the Rettder will fee how the Tabies 
are turned, Heie he finds, no doubt but theie 
Jg^niesy dropping dawn as dead^ loudy g^ievousy and 
hitter Cries and EaaringSf Difortions^ violent Pains, 
Screamngs-as us the Pangs of Death f <with various 
Difira^Sim of tie^ Missd^ -^ proceeded from Saiam 

Vofc. II, L he 
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'he cttufed them< And yet, juft before, the very 
^x«f Particulars and Symptoms were exprefsly im- 
pated to God I be caufed them. The Sijuord of the 
Spirit dividing them afunder^ is, in a Moment ^ con- 
verted to Safan*s S*word running through thetA, The 
Workings of God in the 6ouI in this extraordinary 
Manner J and doing his onxm Work in his otXm Waj, 
is inftantly changed into Satan* s Endeanjouri to hring 
an evil Report on God^s Work, to drjparagey S/cre£ty 
and hinder God's Work, and fright People from if. 
Atfich a Lois are they, {p uncertain ivhb/e Work 
they are doing ! 

• ' * * 

%' 27. We may here niake « few\Remaris. 
And itrft, one may, I prefume, take tlie Liberty 
of afldng a ^uefion, or two. Pray, Sir, what 
Devices, what grand Secrets of Satan, did thofe 
Perfons heworay, who were not fitttmed and confomi- 
ed? Or, if Grand Secrets vjp-e 'bewrayed, what 
a Fool was this Wife Spirit, and what did he grnn, 
in ftunning only fome \ " when fo many othits had fiiS 
Power of difcovering his Plots ^-^Bvft in thb 
Controvert voith themfelves, we may obfove, -Aat 
Mr. Wbitefield feems the Jlouter Champion fir S§^ 
tan^s Operation-, and Mr. We/ley for God*s Opera- 
tkm. For it is not ufual for thefe two Competitors 
in Sanctity to agree. I would not here have the 
littter recur to his old Method of quihhling, and 
think of reconciling his laft Determination in Tofomar 
of the Devil, by faying he afts by God's Permfiou, 
or that thefe 'JF^j are from God, , who is the Orr- 
ginalCaufe of all Things, (This all know, as well 
as himfelf.) For he hath exprefsly excluded hotb 
Nature and God, Perhaps, before Yd&^next Jonmd 
comes OQty be may alterhisMind.— -There are, 

however, 
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h^wevttf goodReafins why much fliould be faid CRT 

each Side. It is neceffary fimetimes, that GM/fhould 

be the Cuufe " of diefe Tamblings, Convulfions, Wedey^ 

&r. tiiat thofe who are nveoA might not be offemf- 3 Joorn.' 

a/.'' For indeed he owns, ** msaxy v/cre gnatfy |"^^*'5^* 

oJMidJ" And the Notion of Satan's doing it 

might «* t^d to lead People to Dijha^tiwy Ac- 3 J««nu 

coidingly Mr. Wbitifield zKxixq^ us, that " a Wo- ^' ^^' 

man being in fach a Cafe as to bethought mad^' 

zxA full of new Wine, in that Hour the Lordjefus 

took PofTeflion of her Soul:' 

And it is equally necejfary fometimes, that the De^ 
nnl fhoold be- the Coiifet to fhew what an Enemy 
hd is tO' Metbo£fmy in thus *' difparaging God's Weflejr, 
^tfri, anddeiigning to ajhight People from it;" 5 J««fn« 
and efpecially it muft be the Devih doing, that Mr. 
Wefleym2cf have the Honour of ^eSling him, and 
^p^ Reverence for his miraculous Cures. And here- 
in, I apprehend, he has ^eatly the Advantage of 
l/ix»Whit4rfield\ 2SttT *' mufkig in hii old Room 
at Oxford, and refieding how many that came after 
him vfere preferred ^ before Mm,'' he now is become 
fuf trior to a Princifutl Antagmiifi, For poor Mr. 
tVUtefeld fays, (after owning that the Devil was 
the Caufe of the Fits) " I had not prayed long in 6 Journ. 
the Women's Society, but two of them fell dmvn again V* 4«« 
into violent Fits ; fo that I Was obliged to leave tbem." 
Fie for Shame, Mr. Whtefeld! Tou not iland out 
agunft the Devil F Indeed he has, in this Cafe, 
outwitted yoa. You were not aware of what the 
Itoman Ritual {ays, " (iow many Arts and Falla- 0e£zor.' 
cics the Devil ufeth to deceive the Exorcifi j and 
that the Exorcifi muft not leave off, 'till he has feen 
^ the Signs • of Liberation," Tou probably have 
nerer looked into fuch Pefijb Ceremonials. But 

L z Mfi 
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Mr. ^ejley me^ hsrre M metii ao Opinion oTjwir, 
Wefi y, as he 4i2kd of the Ckrgymtmy ** ^«4io being fent for 
^ L**'*** ^^ * ^tman ptfffijffrdy fhe no fooner began to re» 
andhgttgvut her Tonguty but he ciied out, •• It k 
the Devii douhtldfs ! It is the Deri!? And nnme- 
cfiateiy 'went awety. — ^Qfm, Mr. Wejky came to her, 
and kfi her not "ttH ail her Symptoms ceafed^'' Ee 
was better ac^[itainted wkh his Rutt^ and bedier ob- 
iienned it, and had aiuch more Woik of dus Mature- 
ujpcm bis Hands. 

This leads us to our VaraUel, Vm fMnc Phyfi- 
cittnsy Phikffhpkersy and Drvwes^ bnre been of Opi- 
nUMy that (ach untemmon avi txirtiordinary Cafes 
proceeded from a ditSolkal Ofera/tim, Bet, my 
Bufinefs bekig only ^ith Fafifit^ I need not in^uift: 
farcher. 
De£xor, Tht Rman IStual, after^ '« the Castlon againft' 
miftakkig the ^/cri j?r7f^ or ether Dtfiemfer}tf for a 
f^effim!^ ibon leaves the Way open agaki, by 
ae<{iaa«itkig m, that ** one of die Devil's Arts is 
to iadtsoe a Pedanliofn <ha£ the Patient only her 
under x nMurtdDiferdery when he hiinfelf » tt the 
Bottom.** And we have there •« Three Sipes 'ff, 
a eRhhpikal PeJfeJJfony ^akhig in em tmhtemm Tw^ne,. 
dilcovering Things j^^rrw axJ dijfattt, and having: 
Sfre9^th ahofc the natural Age and Condition^ 
the_ Party j and others of that Natjure, wtudL, if 
many of them concur, vc greater Signs y 

Tkdr affroved Writers mihis Bvhje£t have, by 

way of Buffiement, recounted dtde nmneroiis and: 

great Signs ; intirdy agreeing with Mr. Wefley, 

DeExor. In die Malleus Malefiearum^ Tom. III. and 

F.225--. Tom. IV. called Comflementum. Artis ExorciJU^y 

""* we have the following Account. *« There ax« not 

wanting Men, who deny fldl ^aholictti Pvjfeffions 

and 
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ariiWiubcrmftu tfferting them to be only Nattiral 
Difiemfirs, But that theie are undoubted Sigtu •/ a 
l^offejfion, or Witchcrafts or both in CoigunSion ; 
namely, Lolling oat the Tongue ; Clamours, Roar- 
ings, GnaihingSy Foaming^ ; a Weight in the Sto- ' 
xnach, or Choaking in the Throat ; Swoonings, 
efpeciaUy of many at one and the fame Time ; 
Bowels torn by Dogs ; fudden Terrors, and in- 
iiandy removed ; the Feeling of a hot, or cold Va* 
poor ; throwing themfelves on the Ground, and 
tearing themfelves I a |Hercinglike a Sword; re^ 
vealing occult and remote* Things; fpeakinj^- My- 
fteries, and explaining Scripture ; prophefying, and 
£ngiag mufically ; an Averiion to the Minifter,^ 
Prayers, Relitks, Holy Water, and all Sfiritutd 
Socks and Things. — But the ftrongtfi Sign is, 
when Pkyjicians cannot help, and Medicims are of 
no Service." Thus we find both Pop&y and Mr. 
WeJUy agreeing . in their VerdiB^ that Satan if 
guilty ; and neither Nature, nor the God of Nature^ ■. 
have any. Concern in the Cafe^ 

We fliould obferve too thefi Words of Mr, 
Wefley : ** I caitfully examined thofe, who had S J<w»'n. 
cried out lately, in the Congregation, — I enquired ^' **'*' 
particularly into the Cafe. *- And I found their 
Aiinds had been a» varioufly. afFe6led as their Bo-i 
dies.'' Wonderful Thing, that Mind and Body 
fhould^ in a Diforder, have a mutual Influence on 
each other f The Enquirer, however, did well in 
conforming to the Roman Ritual} •<< In order to itfExor* * 
know this, [whether the DiCordw he Natural, or 
DiaboUcal'] after an Exorcifmi or two, let the Ex- 
orcift interrogate the Patient, what he was feniible 
0^ or felt, in Mind or in Body.''' Ai¥i what ^/r- 

I* 3 . fivers ' 
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ccunt at aH, how, «r wlwfelbFt ; only, tbat «f a 
fiidden they dropped ddwa, ciley knevr not bonr. 
Oehers could jmft remmhet^ diey w«i« in. Fear;. 
but coold not t«n whftt tli#y wne in Fear <if, 69* 
veral (yd, they wck afrail «f iii«Z>e«l/; asd 
this was all diey knew. But z, fiw give jt mefCL 
inttlliphle Account, of a pieidag ^enfi of tkae Urn, 
and of the ffV«^i& ^ G*/,. and die Piodflunent into 
wliich they weie juH fi^faig. Om aeld me^ ^ I 

' was jttft as if I was falling from the Hgiifji FJme$l 
had ever 1^. I thought the Dmril was jft&uug 
meoC and diat Ga/ had ftfffiiken «ie.* Anodiflr 
ifud, * \ Mt Xhfi -very Fin cfHett:' UfNinkisfe- 
oond Examination^ ^ Soaefmd diey fek a$ it 
were die Ptareing of a^wW; Others dunig^ a 
great Weigh lay tipon them, (ff'tf.'*— ** Some. 
eotikl -fcaree give my Jktmnt atM\ which a^ I 
impute to diat Wifi ^hit, purpoTely Jltmmfg md 
cwfimeHng as many as he zvM, that they might not 
henvray his Devices, Others gave n very c/mt and 
faviicuhr Aceottntl^ as before. 

In this whole Aocount, the JWtfIr»v of (hft 
Fower and Safmti\ vfo (o xr^er, and (he Tremfitimtt 
from one to the other fo fuicky diat fiich «i .acute 
Mektfbyfidmt alone as Mr. ff'f/^ eonld have it- 
ddedio eseadtly. As to the ^ttrtieularf!^ fome be- 
ing aUe to ^ive //#//f or im Actmnt \ others a very 
€har 4md pen*tieuiar mte^ -^ ^(^ere any thing of Nm- 

. ^r^ or DiJItmper to be admitted, there woold be 
no need of quoting Au*b§rki4s for a f^rfeM or m- 
^i;^ Rememkr^f'Kei or imw at all, of what wiB 
fiii in the FrV ; llie Di<yerfiy being fo well kno^ 
In ProjpoKion to the Khd and 0«^^ of the Fit j as 

in 
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Jmaunmi^ jik» nribitt Mr. #r^ c^Jhmw^. 
Bnthe'wi&^ii&9frt».«a in Concert with bit A«r'> 

jkweur/ St^m$) to ^««4«f aod ksfc iafisrtod m 
Pxejifirh t^ OJki §/ Siwriaiafmu^ ** for one aA Ritnij,. 
Mlad i^ the Frauds o£ an imcleM Sfmi^ whom Romuw^ 
f^diMvtr/m9hQmts& Aent widi ^ Honor 4sf 
Ik&di M^d &aketh the human MM wkh a 
^fijfl^r, confinuida k with fWvyr, «id cEafitatcdi. 
wUi tt««h]iag Fear.!* 



aw-ff adb tlie EKorcift are ifuwueraUe;^ aodhadi 
h«c» To food 9» to acquaiot ii« M4lb>inir of thasi:, 
AadMr* /f<i8ei^ (ap afpplx hia own EKpreffiom) k 
fiich ^* «i if/>/ ^Mar^ afldha« fo perfiiiSJy l«ai»ed 
tlia Em'ff/^ Pf Us Jtm/" As^t he i« forifaismoft 
i«rt «)o «i«ttn| for Cxe^M Stfif/Igt.. *' Sionie*^' Ezor» 
tims ^#yx wUl j^WSp hioifi^, aod ^e t^mentiag ^^'"- . 
d)e PaHfnt, io iodtioe e Pexikifioii that J»e is gone.** 
Mr- ffyitjf wa« weU goafded i^ainft thia Tikkr 
-^*' Soinetij«es be thi^Mvoth ^ Fiey ^n tho 
Qmmi 99d miikth Cmvm/Jbm i that ibe ^4Wy/>? 
ai|y M^ y^«r ijy/ Qm^mnHon:' Here Mr. ^4i^ 
jkU wf& caught, but Mr.i^^ ftoo4itoiiit.-^ 
'^&»^ti««^ be will kt the ?mm M fffi^f a&4 
^ &y, chat ^ /iPf/0^9 ?mH9 and gi^ tio %« ^ 
^rrf^ror/' This ^fts the Caie ^^^tt^ffed 

Wmfiu, who, when Mr. ITc/jipV eanM4ober, &id« Wefley^. 
" I am very well now: — Nothing aiis »e." sjouriv. 
Bat Mr. IT^ went on with hia Work ; and her ?* *^' 
i'l^^ff appeared {Mainly afterwands. «^ ** Some* 
times, wl:^ the poor J^rvf/s are tormented wiih 

£jcorctfittSy 
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Ex^eifiHSy die Devils ytW promfe wtdfijotat^ tha0 
. they- will go out To-morrofw at fuch an Hotir, in op- 
We0ey, der to gain Time.'' This was the Cafe, in ** dat 
^Vwt! W™ung I^'^^ce of' the; Power of the Dewl,-^ 
when, being* afraid of Mr. Wefley^ who was to come- 
ft-Morrvwy he made the Woman fay, ' before Six 
in the Mormng J JhaU be *weiL^^ — <^ Sometimes 
they lull tht Patieta ajkefk, and. ihew him Vifimar 
But Mr. Wejlt^ feems not well aware of this De- 
ceit. FifansBXC o{'hetttvSer*vicey than to own 
them f rem the De*viL — - *' Sometimes 5ate» permits 
the nfexed Per/on to fay Pnt^ers, receive the ^^4- 
4NM/, <fign<himfe!f with the Gn^ with other K&& 
of Humility and Devotion. Yea, what is more, hcT 
himfelf will (Ay feme hofy Things. In which Sheep's 
Closuhing he is not dete^ed. But he cannot long 
ferfevere?^ Mr. WeJUy has feveral Inftances of al- 
ternate- Strains of i^f^Aff/.B^^^^/«jr, and of De- 
nfotim and Submiffion^ in Cafes of a Poffeffioss^ par- 
ticidarly when the Devil fays, (fpeaking through 
3'Joiuii. the Organs of the Damoniac) ** Comef go toj^rajersf 
?• 93' I twill prey with you.* We took the Advice, 
from 'whom/oever it came.** Thus; '* fome De* 
Myfler. ^^» ^^o ^^ grievoufly mauled St Xavier, at 
J<uit. length became calm and mild, were heard to fay 
^*'* ■ their Matins, and got through the ChoirService, 
by way of Joke.*'' — " Sometimes the Devil is 
fiubh^y or Tuohfexe^fallacioujly ; and then he muft 
be peremptorily conunanded, in the Name of ye/us, 
to fpeak the Truth, and be put to hisOathi^^ This* 
Care was taken by Mr. Jf/^ ; *^ I command thee, 
in the Name of the lardjefus, to tell if thou haft' 
Commiflion to torment any other SouL It was> 
immediately anfwered, * I have." — - << Sometime 
the D^x7 will tell Truth, or feem (o yield in fome< 

Points 



PoinU to the Goodmfs of fU Exoreift, m arder f<> 
fufflnm up wiik ^^'giofy-'"' How ofteo diis hath^ 
been tke Cafe widiMr. I^^r let Kk Gw^M tefti- 
ff. -— «< Soiactknct tlM Drvil^ (who never ^wtats 
sA^ ^ri^ks) to hinder People from A^mktmg ta 
Exordfm, and that he ma^ not be S/€¥V€r§dj will 
/r«#M^ Bifiauperh and ceantor^t aU the Symptomt if 
a iMfuft m thft Sofierer ; fo as to deceire even 
the PhyJicUns^ and he xnakes the Fhfficuuis than^ 
fihei increduhut ; a Soxt of Men, wko, if thejr 
caa bat ^nk of fone teoturttl Canfit will always 
xqed any thing /uperMatura/^ alkdging ibmeym^ 
Zwf Bsq/9i9u Thefe Men oa^t to read fech Bookt- 
as the iial^u Med^arum, Sec. And the Exoreifl molb 
take Care to have a Phyiician, in fach Diionperiy. 
who is ^ /A? fam Opimoii with himftlf,'^ " life-.. 
9^% acoordingiy has over and over ca u ti o a e d die 
WcM-ld againft being ruled by Dr. Momroey and 
ethers of the Faculty % (hewing their IgnormKi ^md 
hahiUiy, Eat yet he has beisa wife miough to In* 
doditoe his Newigat^iffjidamy, who Avas of dft 
/ami Opmku mM hi«rftlfy Id tcftify in his Favour^" 
-<»~ a* B. Dr. Mwtrpey and all other FhjsfitUiu^ 
aie iierdby adaftMulhed, that, inftead of Bipf^ 
ettues^ C^dmr &C they iamediately befpeak the 
MMlktu Mmiffi$amm, in two. Volunes, Qaartor 
ai likewise Mr. W€jlty^% Joimudf^ 

The fame AdmomHm is to eirtead tQdie€UK?f# 
of Pbyjuians, who are ordered to examine theia 
Ucentiates out of the faid incomparable If^ritings^ — 
LalSy, (though one might carry the CoMfparij^nt 
aisch Cftrther,) <' Sometimes the D^Ht, as ano« 
ther impec&ftmt, when the Exorcifi ifivMuj the Caie 
to be a PoJfeJlfim, will ini&aoe a Skief into the F«- 
nm^/, ReMoffs, and Friends of the PaoQut^ ^at 

it 
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It 15 only Humours and natural Difiefufer, and nOi&s^' 
Mica/ Poje0on, that fo no Regard may be had tor 
the Exfirctfi, nbt hi^ Difcipline be fubnutted to.'^ 
This Aftifice Mr. ^ejley hath found in feme of his 
3 Joum. foilowers, ** One (for Fear of fbch a Fit) runout 
paj. 51. of x)xe Society m all Haftey thaijhe might not exprfe 
P. 64. herftlf. A young Woman funk down at Rofe-Grten 
ift a violent ^cffy both of Body and Mind, and 
five or fix Fcifons more; at whofe Cries maiy 
were greatly offended, — The firft that was deeply 
touched was Z— ^— , whofe Mother had been 
not H little dijfleafed a Day Or two before, when 
fhe was told, how her Daughter had expo/ed herfeif 
before all the Congregation. The Mother was the 
next who d$offed donvn, and Uji her Senfes in a Mb* 
meniJ'^ The poor Mother paid for her Folly With a 
Vengeance. But due Care muil be taken to pre- 
vent fuch evil SurmrfingSf and to countermine Sa^ 
tai^s Drvices* / 

- I would advertife the Readier^ that the Pailagei^c 
(imputing thefe grievous Diforders to the Devily* 
^nd cautioning againii his Frauds) which are not to 
be found in the Roman Ritual, de ExorcizamGs, are 
every one of them in the MaUeus Maleficarum^ 
Tom.. 3. P. 225. •— and cfpecially, Tom. 3. P, 8. 
r- But I cannot be poiitive, whether Mr. Wejlcf co" 
pied out thefe PaiTages in order to make Parallels^ 
or whedier he and the P^^s a£i by mere Sym^ 
fathy.' 

» ■ « 

' $. 29. ButA/^/i&A/i^ i^^may juftiy be rec- 
koned a principal Caufe of thefe - horrid Sufferingsy 
or rather, fhe efficacious Power of their Teachers, 
They have related *< their Shriekings, Roaring^»' 
Grpaning^j Gnaihings, Y^llings; Curfings, and 

Blafphe- 
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Slalphemies, and Defpairings ; Tumblingij .Con*> 
mliions^ and Contortions^ as in the Agonies of 
Death, as oat of the Belly of Hell ; Soul and 
Body well nigh torn afurider ;-^ Things terrible to 
behold, too horrible tO be borne, and what Words 
cannot defcribe, fisTf.*' Thefe are their ver^ 
Words. Let not the Preachers be ftartled. They 
zre the Cau/e ; (the beft they cany^ is, the injiru- 
mntalCaufe) they confefs it, and make it Matter 
Cfhigh Boafiingf Exuitatioftf and Triumph,-^ 

Mr. }FhitefieUhy%y <' Ihad not /r^j^AiTlong,— 6 Joum. 
"but two of the Women fell down into n/hU^ fits. P* 4'* 
^^Aimy Freacbingt Thoufands cried out, fotne P^^t,^ 
fahtted. Others cried Out, as in the Agonies of 
Death, Never did I fee a more glorious Sight f 
^ Some Jlruck down pale as Death, others 
Jinking. — Mr. Whitefield preaching, one dropped 7 Journ. 
down as ihot with a Gun. —The Holy Ghoft en- P*>*»75' 
abled me to /peak fo, that one Woman was thrown 
into firong Cowvulfions*'* . 

Nor win Mr. Wejl^ lag behind, but be as fottni 
a Preacher as Mr. Whitejield, " I expounded : A Weflcf, 
Woman cried out in the Jbarpeft Agonies of Spi- 3 !«>"•• 
rit.— I expounded* — immediately one cried out P* *^' 
with tibe utmofi Vihemencey as in the Agonies of 
Death: Two odier Perfons feized with Pain^ and 
conftrained to roar ; another as out of the Belly of 
Hell, — While I <was preaching, one, and another, P. 41, 
and another funk to the E^rth, They dropped on 
every Side, as Thunder-Jirtuk, -^ While Invas en* P, *5o, 
A«^»^thcfeWords, ieverdX Jlruck to the Earth -, -^ 
a little Boy the iame ; a young Man funk down, 
as one dead ; but Toon began to roar and heat him^ 
fi!f againft the Ground, that fx Men could fcarce- 
^yholdhim. — ^^//p IwasMH^^ ijroiting, &c. P. 5I. 

fome 
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fomcTttxik clow»> othen ex<eedingh trmhUd aU 
^ioiid-^ fome torn with a kind of cmi<vulfrui Mo- 
tioh in tn)iry Part of their Bodies^ and that b vio- 
lentlx« that five Perfons could not hdd one of 
them.— 7ww/|f-/v of thofe, who had been tbm 
Affe^ed^ iec.'^fyhile I was J^aking three dro^ 
dsiiBuen at dead\ &re Others funk^ — in ^violent Agh- 
4joum. «/r/^— .ia the Paim of Heli, Scc. — fFhile I luas 
*' ^ * preachings a Woman dropped down, ftrack as was 
fuppofed with Deaths the U& afall her Idmlu quite 
taken ifom her. — I preached at f^eofuers-HalL 
It was a glorious Time. Several dropped to the 
Ground, m if firuck 'with Li^tmng, Some <riei 
wt in iittemefiof Sosd. In this acceptaUe ^n$e, 
4ccr 

Thefe» amox^ many odiers, are their owa 
Eoafii^gf and Exultations, in their own Words. 



And forry I am, their Breati is fi prongs that thcgr 
cannot o^n their Mouths, but oat fly the moft aoi- 
ibme and contagious Vapdurs. It puts one in Mind 
of a Vokano*, belching out Fixe, and making a 
dreadful Havock; or rather of fome Spiracles, or 
breeching Holos^ in many Parts of the Eartli^ which 
fcatter a pefiiJential InfeSian upon all that oune 
near* Such is ^ the famous Qrotta del Cam in 
£alyy caUed the poifinous Mouth i the Steams 
whereof are of a Mephitkal, or noxious Qf^ty. 
When a Dog, or other Creature^ is put into it, it 
prefently lofes all Motion,, Mis d*wn as deady or in 
a Swoon, the Limbs cammlfed and trembkng, 'till 
jfcacce any ^i^/ti of Life e^ear.-^lf ih& Animal 
ht iooxi Jkatcbed out^ and eyjofcd to oponAir, it 
^ iboa 



"^ Mead on Fmjpms, 

To know the Pow«r of Witcbu k fitck Cafes> 
we may look into the Hifitf^ of Wkcbtr^fii ** A Vol. r. 
lAvR, from a Look only of SufemdEdwtwds^ fUl a ^ *^ 
^uddog, quiverings and foaming, and for kdf aa 
Hoar was like a dyinj^ or dead Man^ and at laft 
timing H his Somfit again, ht declared, that Svfimna 
^dw»ds\wi bewitched him.*' Again, ** Rithard Vol. If. 
Ihl^ dtelartd, that his Fits vfett tlirough O^ P* >^^ 
Jifion, aiid in a ComiinatJonYrhkh ihoald never be 
difcovered : — Sometimes he wonld exafily tell 
what Things were done at a Dijfance, and even 
lepeatthe whole Difcourfe of P^ons abient: — 
Sometimes he would fing P/alm exa5ly tuneahU :— • 
Sometimes bvwl^ and be in Commlfions : — Some- 
times he would lie on the Floor liie a dead Man ; 
when both the DoSor and Afothecary felt his Fuljh^ 
which did mt beat% then they laid their Faces td 
his Mmtbf to try if he breathed, bat could not per- 
ceive it, — The faid IL Dugdale alfo declared, that 
his ft range Fits began ai Weftly^Halit where an Ap- 
pearance of a black Man grinned at iiim, and 
preflfed very hard upon him^ — that heliad an Appa^ 
ritiw an along the Way, as he went to fVeftij-Hailt 
and the Week after, fsfr." 

Were our Metbodifts once to recover their Sen/es^ 
they likewife would probably give an Account, by 
^whom they *were be^tchedf and where. 

The Pope^% Evttffariesy who have written fo many 
Volames of Satan'a Pviuer of inflidling fuch nnac^ 
emttabU Maladiesy allow alfo, that the Saints hiy^ 
the like Power of cat^g Difeafes ; and even of 
fMiig in th& De^if, cfpeddly when in due Time 
^y intend to bring him mt again. Tiyraus, de Locis 

Vol. U. M iW 
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infefih^ provedi this ; and, among other Inftaaces» 
snentioneth ** St. EiigitUy who gave the Dtvi/ 
Power over /Iftj of his own Flock : [The fimt 
VunAer that were fo turmoiled in Mr. Wejltf% 
' Nighi^Sane,'] The Saint intended their Qoodi 
and therefore, being requeued, he would not i^- 
mediately relax their PuniA^nent, hut faid» * Iiet 
chem learn firft whom they have chofen for their 
Mafter^ before they are abfolved fro|n the Tyramf 
of the DwiV." Mr. Wefey fcenw not willing to fan- 
jgO this Privilege of fpreetding fuch M\feries among hi^ 
pnm. Nor do I envy him the Glory. . 

Non eqtddem iwvideo, mror magis unJique totif 
Vfque adio turhatur agris* — 

In the mean time, at leaft 'till hb Exorcifms and 
Cures . plainly appear, (to which I Ihall pay due 
RefpeSt in tiieir Order) I cannot but deem it the 
utmojl Cruelty to throw fo many miferable Greatiues 
into the ntoft dreadful Fits, and Agonies horrid Beyond 
De/cription ; and at the fame time be himfelf in fud^ 
^ Flow of Exultation, 

— Rifus abeft ; niji pt^m nnftmovpri dolore^. 

Then he is all Joy ; 

And pleas'd the iV^^k of Satan to perform,^ 

Rides in (he Whirlwind, and diredls the Storm. 

I have fallen, I know not how, into theft 
Scraps of Poetry, But, that he may difen^gle 
himfelf from a Sort of Inconfiftency, may one feri- 
onfly aik him the Queftion, why in fome of his 
inofl terrible Operations, producing the mofty^^i- 
ing EffeHs, it muft be " a glorious Time, an accept* 
^li fimei*' and in other Inftanc^s, ^qual^ terribly 

und 
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iai ihockingt " the Cafe is ahifed?'' For gtvc 
me Leave to appeal to that NoSumal Rmt' 
ing^ which he reprefents as the Similitude of a ge^ 
neralMaJfacre, ** Forty or fifty of thofc who were 
feeking Sahvatiofif defired Lion/i to fpend the Night 
toged^er at the Society-Room, Before ten I left 
them, and lay down. [He was wife enough to 
take Care of One,'] But I could have no quiet ReJI, 
being tmeaj^ in my Sleep ; as I found otifers were 
too, that were et/Uef in other Parts of the Houfe. 
Between two and three in the Morning I was wak- 
edy and defired to come down Stairs. I immedl- 
ately heard Jiich a conftifed Noife^ as if a Number of 
Men were all putting to the Sivord It imreafed 
when I came into the Room, and began to /r^/' 
— Two Things here indeed turn out to Mr. IVeJUy'^ 
JdvaiUage ; a Proof of the Significancy of their pre* 
fig^^g Dreams i and z fure Proof that the Devil was 
in them. He obferveth elfewhere, that another of his 
P^JfeJfed ** grew nnorfe by Prayer^ and her Pangs /'«- 3 Jourc^ 
creeled more and more^ And his Old Friends fay, P* 5^* 
it is ^' a mamfefi Difcovery^ when the Party affli^* 
cd ragetb the more at Prayersj. Mafs^ Holy Water^ 
&c/^*— But ftiil the Queftion remains unrefolved, 
^ Why fiich an Alteration in the Cafe? « O, Sir ! 
I take Knowledge of you ! " Ton was ahfent^ in 
your Sleepy and was not the immediate Caufe; it 
was not your own doing ; — any farther than giving 
them Leave thus to JeeA their Salvation ; (and this, 
it feems, they mufl not do without your Permijfion) 
or as your Inftitution might of Courfe infpire them 
with a Fanatical Rage. 

§. 30. This gives occafion to take a little No- 
tice of fuch No&umal Pranks^ JM^feries at dead 

Ma of 
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0f KigBit ikAoi rm4^ 4md fihr Per/mu wovU 
chttfe to he in their B0ds* ^19^ 

)sc&es atwi DUs fatft afrl Jifpua Difis. 

It is well known, what fevere Lavjs have bee& 

made agaiaft 'Nirht-Afffmhlies^ ftniUr Preteiui rf 

ReHgioHf hy ci*vmzi^ Nations ; as Thin^ ^andof 

lous in PrafUce, toii dangerous to the S/ate. Auit 

as well known, how earfy a Stop was pot to the 

Chrldian lavt'-feafls^ and Mitbught-Meetings ; hj 

Keafon of the Ambition^ ^uamU^ and Broils^ with 

ttherEnnlsi which attended tliem. Mr» ^^^'^^had 

better have prefcnbcd a ^Uiphg'Drau^ht^ or good 

feathtT'Bid^ tha|i have encouraged fuch imgulat 

Cabals \ when Darknefs^ ffatcbingSf and Entbu^ 

Jiafms concuningy wpnldnatur^y draw on thofe 

9mirmi Dreams^ and mad Confijutncis : When (aa 

t'eVigil, Sftmertus obiervcs) " the Humours, and especially 

•*^ '• ^e Blood and Bilif are moft tntempendtly inflamed^ 

and caufe Vertigoes^ DtUrioufuefs^ and MMmarm» 

Di/ordersr 

But the Methodiftsf being bitter tban the Prim-^ 

five Cbrijtiansy ^ZTt a peculiar Bkfitig at Ae moft 

5 Joam. unfeafinahle Hours. ** Oar Lord, {ayi Mir. WeJUy, 

P* 33- ^as ghrioujly fre/ent with us at the f^atcb^Nigbt i 

my Voice was loft at die Cries of the People. •— 

P> 3:5* The Service ends a little after Midmgbt. We have 

often found a peculiar Blejpng at tbefe SeqfonsJ^ I 

hope he wiU not bring 4ox Proof the above-related 

Inftance of his Difcipks meeting between/qu;^ and tbret 

in tbe Morning ; which caufeid in him iiiich/^i(/- 

ftil Dreams ; when there was fech a conftsfed Nwfe, 

as if a Number of Men loere putting to tbe Swords 

Thefe horrid Cirumftanccs he hath detennined ta 
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Cbme from the DeviL Whether the Cam&s nvifr 
put ottty doth not appear : He only fays, ** he Aiord 
a great Noife, and that apon his coming into ibi 
Roeniy and beginning to frtvfy the Notft increafed^ 
Nor do any other Evidences of Heats and Ceimm9» 
tknsy sand peat/iar Blejmgs appear, hot Screasnings 
and Outcries. What Sort of 'wild fVork they were, 
^ing, to creajbe fuch a bcUifi Ufroar^ God knows., 
^^.fioty from his own Account^ we have the hda of 
^ a Cahed of Witches meeting in the Ntght-timet 
adoring ibeir Lord, who puts his Mark upon them 
with intolerable Pain ;" as reprefented in the Hifory Vol. itt^ 
rf Witchcraft. And his Nigbt-^ork refembles P* X44«' 
much more the- iV0<?«rW J^fv///, and infamous dark 
Myfteries of the Pagan World, than any orderly 
Affmbhf of Cbriflians, It carried a fbonger Repre- 
ientetion of the Myfteries of Cotyttb^ the Goddefs of ^,.j; 
Turpitude ; of the Socred Rites of Old Mother Cybele^ contr.* 
celebrated by the renting Coryhantes, which were J"/^*^ 
immodefi Myfteries of NoSumal AJfemblieSy in the 
Caves of Mount Z& ; — or thofe Entbufiaftic Rites^ 
called Orgiay celebrated in the Nighty " and noto* 
nous for Uoife and Impurities %- wherein the mad* 
Bacchanalian Women jumped about, benuiing and 
Jhriekingy 'till thdr Heads were giddy, and they 
tumbled do<wn diftraSled''* But Leave is granted f- 
bftpnlfe is flinging; and away they muft march^ 

— ^alis commotis excit'a facris 

Thyasy idi audita ftiiAulant Triet erica Baccho 

Orgia^ no^urnufqj ^vocatclsisnorQ Cthi^ron, 

' Comitatur euntem 

Et Pawor, et T error y trepidogwe Infania 'vuliu. 

Whoever would fee more concerning fuch Ncc-^ 
fiftnal My f cries may confult Zj^t^ j where he will Lib. 3^. 

M 3. fee ^'*P- »»• 
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tec ^ in(& what Ctmvuljwis aod Dangers Ae Gap- 
monweaitJ!f .vfz^ thrown, ^nd what gxtcrMe Fktr 
were committed tn die NoBumal jfffemUifs of ^ 
Baccharmlians^ in their jNrop^iiciiOi^s Meetings of 
ll!r« and Wfnen, Whpres and Bofs. iQtO dus /M'^-» 
^0«/ Or^ were they imitated by au) igaoUe Pn^ 
andPr$pbety and entered into Vows of Gij^amji 
tfW Sitrecy ; efpecially as this Maftv •/ etfuh A^ 
y^m^i had promiied to recwer them from all Diftewt- 
Lib. 2. /i^/.** Dumyfiai HalkamafftnfU therefore m.nft 
Cap. i9' fpeak of earlier Times, and the fiirfi hftihUioa of 
dbeir Religious Rites y when heboafis of die Romaasi 
** None can fee among them (though their Morals 
are now corrupted) any Entkufia/jic Rafftfres, aiFf( 
Coryhantic Furies y ary fri'vatt Meetit^s of Strollers^ 
any Bacchanalieny occtdt Myjieriesy any Night'jfffem' 
iUes of Men and Women y or at^ otbfirhbmfttri oftbk* 
Kindr 

And yet, after lA, there- is no Impo^^ty of 
ome peculiar EleJJtng to Perfons aiming at AngeUtat 
Rerfe£lion\ if we ihoiild luppofe them like dbofe 
Angels called Pgregone^ or Watchers^ in die pre- 
tended Beoi of Enoch: For (to boixow the Word* 
K^Tiom ^ Calmet) '< It was thefe Watchers, who» 
in efpooied the Daoghters of Men, and became 

$. 31. OfKfer Caufes beAdes have indeed beei» 
fiifpeSed of the extraordinary bodily £f{e^s» and 
mental Difbrders, zmongour Methodijls : And I have 
been put in M^nd Of what is called Natural Magic i 
confining of a deep Knowledge and Ufe of certaia 
Natural Things,. (Roots, Herbs, and Plants, &C.) 
which have luonderful EffeQs, and have often pafled 
WisioL^ Vulgar for fugematural Caufes, Plutarck 

mentions^ 
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meiCKms " z Sknib, qJled Lmttpfylks^ fouai 
at the CtkhrMtitm of the Myfierut rf Hic^M, whicb. 
drives People ioto Ma^^s, and nuikes thepi cotifi/k 
%B the Wictcedaefe the^ have done, or iotcnded.** 
This fam SeaUe, they fay, n^as the Datuhter rf 
mghtmidlftU, delighted in fpreading TormmU among 
HomanKind, andtnakingPeoj^e ««/. Pliny mak" Kan 
tions '< the Herb HaUcacabpn, which makes Pea- ^^^* 
pfe 4^J^£«/, and is drunk by the fldlfd in Pro- j^^,;^ 
|^9I» becauie they would affior as mady to confirm 
their Zi^fiiHem:^ This '' HalUncM is, it icems, 
a Species of Nigbt-Slni^, which in&fed in Wates 
will (withoBt giving any Tafie or Smell) caufer 
feme Dvutrfan^ by making People riMculoufly mad 
for a Time. Nor is the Z>a/«/v, another Species of 
Kight'Sbade^ much different ; of which (according 
to Qarcias of Horto) Thieves and Cheats mingle 
the F^tzMT or £#^ among the Food of thofewhonv 
they want to defraud; and whoever hath tafted it 
bofeth hisS'^^x^yis forced into xFit of Laughter, ai^di 
fredy permits the Thief to carry off what he plea^ 
feth." Sec Theophrafi.Bodaiy pag, 1077. — My 
friaid told me dfo of the Philtras or Love^Po' 
fiansy which were defigned lo make People in Love^ 
but had often been the Caafe of Ma^efi, He fuf^ 
pe£led fomething of this Nature in Mr. We/ley^ ^ Joura; 
" Love-Feafty which raifed that tumultuous Cry thro' p.i«-i»i 
4ll the Congregation, not of Grief, but of onjer* 
filling Jfy and Love,^'* And that ** Watch-Night p, 33, 
Meeting, when his Voice was loft in the Cries of 
the People ; befides the mad Majfacre-Sane,^'' X 
s^nAvered, this could not be the Cafe, becaufe, if my 
laformation was true, ^y ate and drank nothing, 
l^ut bare Bread avd Water on thofe Occafions. He 
«^lied« that Mc. ^^^i^j^had gE»fi#4 *' I preparer 
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toJ givte them Fhjjic^ myfclft having for fix oF 
fcven and twenty Years made Vh^fic the Di*verfan 
of my leifure Hours." And what imngled Cufs 
might npt a cunning Man, fo well acquainted widi 
Nature, prepare? What potent, inckanting Drugs 
might not he infufe for his Di'verfionf Seeing 
there are various Drugs, which will bring <fn Dif- 
tya^ion for any Number of DiPfs, or Wiurs 5 ac- 
cording to the ^antity, B. Porta. Mag, Natur. 
Lib. 8. That, befides, the PoffJ^ Friefis often 
blefTed a certain Portion of Bread and fVater, (not 
the Sacramental) for feverd good Purpo/es, and 
doing Wonders, But I replied, thefc were Myfieries', 
into which I never intended to be initiated, and 
fhould readily comply with any Requeft like that in 
!m* «?' Pttranlus j " I ftretch out my Hands, and intreat, 
^* that you would not make a Jeft of Nocturnal ReH- 
gions; nor traduce the Secrets, which a// the /«-' 
tiated" themfehes did not know." Or rather, F 
ought to* become a Supplicant myfelf, and beg 
Pardon, that I may efcape i^<^l^hrtat of CmiMpi 
againft Horace ; 

Bpod.17. Inultus ut tu riferis Cofjtiia t' 

Et EfqUilini Pontifex Venefici, 
Imptme ut Vrbim nomine impleris meo ? 
Oh! tu (foiernam) fohe me DenurUietl 

Y Z^* Others again, and not a few among 
Mr. Wejley% o^n Follov:erS, Vzst conceived thofe^ 
firange Agitations to bfe lioluntlxry, ifiere Diffimula- 
tiony and' counterfeit Tricks f fome tumbling doiun 
and ho^wling to pleafe their Mafter, or to be thought 
apt Scholars, and anfwer Expectation in the Procefs 
ijf Methodifm, cfpecially as -they have been taught 
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by boA ttif Conefpondena, how gbri'ms » ThSng 
it IS to \^tftrvck donxm^ and fit a roaring. Which if 
a Sort of Compofition of Enthufiajm and Impoftum 
Bat as far as thofe EfTefls proceeded mgreij from 
DifiempeTy or a /upematurfil Agency ^ we «n^ grant 
k could not be FiSlon. Mr. Wejley indeed hath 3 Joonk 
confefTedy that '' the Cnevulfions and Agtiaitom of ^ ^5* 
the fjT^r/^ PropbiUfe (a jimilar Cafe) might be 
Hjlfiirual, or Artificial^ that the 5^/n/ e^ /nV# P. »j, 
andLjes was prevalent among his ^(uwFlockf-^ 
and an imaginary h/piraiiouj — mere empty Dreams 
of. a heated Imagination.'''' Mr. JVbittfield too 5 Jooiti* 
owns, " there is counterfeit Coin among them." ''y** 
But yet due Care hath been taken for the Removal^ 
and Prevention of fuch unjufi Sujpicions in the pre* 
lent Caiie. For '^ a Day of Humiliation is ap- « J<mnu 
pointed, fays Mr. JVefUy^ to humble ourfdvei, p* 59<i 
'and own, that God had juftly withdrawn his spirit 
^om usy for our manifold "Unfaithfulnefs i^^ zn<^ 
above all, for hlafphendng his Work among iis^ im- 
puting it either to Nature^ to the Force of Imagina* 
tien, and Animal Spirits, or even to the Delufion of 
the Devil, In that Hour fome fell profir ate to th$ 
Crptptd^ — But thib did not work a full Convi^ion. 
For foQn after we find ** many offendtd at thde Ibi4. 
^umbUngiy Roarings, &c. and iaymg^ |hey were 5'^^* 
lure ilfey might help it if they *wauld\ — it was all a 
Cbtiiii — or only Ais/«r^» Imagination^ Animal Spi^ 4 Jonra*. 
fif/;— Aey were fure none cried out but Hype- P*'*'* - 
friiesy y^iho pretended to be in Fits, ^^ But, however^ P. 5»k 
** many were convinced i ** and the Re£raj5)tory ha4 
perjbmal and 'wqftd Efcperience, feeling i^ to theif: 
Scnrow ; 35 will appear^ when we com^ to theif 
Jft^ciffl Mir^Ui^ QneI#^9fi&||Hl|Bb^ fulfill;. 
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Weflqr, <« y_« H— «, a Weaver^ — a Man of a riyi&^ 
p/ljr"' ^ ^ Gmverfaiiont that conftantly attended 
Prayers^ &c. being informed that P^k^ y#// ntftf 
fratige fits at the Societies, he came to fee and 
judge for himfelf. Bat he was leTs fatisfied than 
before, and laboured above Me;tfure to convince Jus 
Acquaintance, ' it nvas a Dtlufan of the Devils 
But he was convinced i for the- nesct Day, he ftO 
off his Chair, and began /creaming terribly, and 
beating himfelf againft the Ground. Between One 
and Two I came in, and the Room being full of 
People, he cried out, * Let all the World fee ihejuft 
Jtulgment of GcdJ* He immediately fixed his Eye? 
upon Me, and cried, * Ay, this is he, who, I 
iaid, was a Decei*ver of the People. But God- 
has overtaken me. I faid it was all a Dehfion, 
But this is no Delufion,'' He then roared out, ^r. 
We all betook ourfelvcs to Prayer.' His Pangs 
ceafed, and both his Soul and Body were fit at^ 
liberty.'' 
Btrtol. St. Ignatius, whofe Li/e Mr. WeJ^ey fays he hat& 

r* 444* read; will afford a ParalleL '< At Condom, a cer- 
tain Citizen, in other R'efpeds an Boneft Man, was 
above meafure ihcenfed againfl the Society, and the 
Father o£ it', fo far from i^jaLym^JgnatTus the Bo- 
flours due to bis Saintjhip, that he charged him with 
Dijffsmulation and Hiflrionic Piety ; and would read 
the Accounts of the Saint, only to wreft them into 
Byfocrijy, or Pieces o£ fal/e Biftory, and thence 
proceed to his Railleries and Scoffs. The Sdnt 
looked down upon this his- Enemy, as the Piyjician 
doth upon a Perfon in a Phrenfy, and* begged Mercy 
of God for him ; and coming to him in Venerabk 
Majejiy, caft a mofl lovely Look upon him. Tiit 
Man*s £ye and Mind were fo flruck with this, that 

he 
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%xc Jails from his Bed^ tumbles to thi Grotmd^ be^ 
Pardon for the Injuries he had done« makes a Vow 
<of*p6rpetaal Ob/equioufne/s to Ignatius and his ^0- 
xietyi an Obfequioufnefs the move /acred, as he had 
been fb it^urious,^^ 

The better to guard againft this Sarmife of DiJ^- 
tmslatioH, Mr. Wefy produceth this Cafe. '< A 4joani. 
^Woman, who had been before much tempted of '• **'5' 
the Den)iU funk down as one dead. One could 
not perceive* by any Motion of her Bread, that 
jhe breathed^ and her Fulfe was fvery hardly £fcemi' 
hie. A ftrange Sort of DifTimulation this ! I wiih 
^ofe, who think fo, would only flop their own 
Breqth and Vulfe one Hour, and I will then fubfcribe 
<o their Opinion." — But, I doubt, this Argument 
will *very hardly be allowed. For though he chal« 
lengetk any one to try i .and his Friends, the Exor- 
cijls, fay, " it is a fure Sign of a FoJfeJJion, when 
a PeHbn exerts fuch Motions and Geficulations, as 
cannot be imitated by one that is 'well, and in his 
Senses ; *' yet Phyficians will contend, that in fome 
Natteral Diftemfers People will be thrown into fuch 
unaccountably ftrange and convulji^e Motions, and 
other extraordinary Symptoms, which no Man in 
Health can come up to. And why muft the Trial 
be for a whole Hour ; when he doth not fay, that this 
Woman's Breath and Pulfe were flopped y& /?»§:? 
Therefore, although this me^ not be natural Dif- 
temper, yet it may. To produce a Jtmilar Inflance, 
Semsertus (de Morbis a Venejiciis, Cap. 3.) citeth a 
long Account from Cornel, Gemma, which will fuit 
this, and other Cafes, in Mr. ^^^ry's" Journals. 
^< An ingeriiduf Giri of Fifteen, but fomething in- 
clined to Melancholy, — fell into Fits of Con<vuU 
Jions and Sivoonings, and other Symptoms more 'vio- 
lent 
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^fiffif than Hjjhncs, —was resuff to be cloAJ,'^ 
^Aree or four Peribns, the moft ftrong, could feuce 
hoU her: — Somedmes ihe fdt a fFeigbty nd 
ibirietimes a Bk'/nv^;'- after many Sufferings a 
Tumour arofe in her Throaty and contmued for a 
Quarter- of an Hour, during <whicb Time fhe reinak- 
cd intirely sUJUtute tf M Fuife tmd Breath ; fo tiiat 
even a Feather applied to her Mouth would not mm^ 
and her Body wzs ftiff as a Statue.^ And wlat 
the Iflue ? " The Girl was cnred^ not by dM 
Spiritual^ but Bodihf Fhyjkian^ hy Natural Rueh 
4iesr 

Buty as nothing *wiU eonvinee PhiUfiphical Ma, 
they urge the Probability of DiJpmuUttion 4indCheet 
farther; and, in Supply of Parallels^ aflert, thit 
among the feveral Popijh Orders there are always 
fome trained t^ to a& a Pafty and prepare Accm" 
plices. Who are to counterfeit Diabolical Fits^ in older 
td bring on Exorcifmi, and cany cm the Trade 
if cheating filly People. And they can eaiily brag 
Fcoof enough to fill whole Reams of Paper. Not 
10 mention the famous h^Jimte of Martheh (dted 
before fbom Thuamu) or the execrable Stoty of 
Jetxer ; the Boy of Bilfon, or the Nuns 9f jAudoh 
(lor which, fee Ba^le in the Article GramSer) and 
the like; — they may refer to feveral fuch D^ 
femhlerSf Cheats^ and Counterfeits, in Wierus k 
Prafiigiis^ 

Lib. 1. ^"^^ ^'^ " ^^ " * Beggary named JuJhUi 
Cap. xf , whOy to get a comfortable Maintenmnce^ would lie 
*5» *^- at the Church'Doorst pretending to be poj/ejed, Wie- 
rus faw him aB his Part at Niemegen ; making Us 
Belly yifOodttMly /*wellt and then ^i again ; and ' 
throwing his Umhs and Face into unaccountable 
J>ifiorfi$us: Whfflift and &rAr landing by him 

with 
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with «r irom Cbah to bind him in his nfpng Fits. 
At length the Fnmd iwu dtteQtdy the Man realljr 
feized, and put in Chains, whore, he cpitfefeJ iha 
Chea^ and fhcwed the Maamr how he played 
his Franks.** 

Another Stcay is of one " Hans Fatter^ i. c. 
Jolm the Fathirt who pretended that on St. JobaU 
D^ he was tnchanted by Nicholas Gottelt by drink-* 
ipg i foi/one^ DroHght i and ibax Nicholas coofefled 
this at his Trial, where he was coademtid, and af- 
terwards homed. Hereby^ he faid« the Z)m/ tor- 
mented him various Ways, bound his Body, Feet, 
and Neck, with Iron Chains, and ihewed him for 
^ Sfe^ack to aH. He added 9ih wonder/al Phau^ 
torn, J^aritiom, and Sfi&r$s. E'veiy Thing he 
could not relate, but faid» eveiy Thing was writ' 
tat hi/oricaify in a regular Jettmali that the World 
m^t fee hmvo cruelfy the Detvil bad tortured and 
Hre him. Nor did he pafs over his Cuftom of 
Prating, bearing Sermons, and commsenicating, and 
affinned, that he had an hnpnlfi to preach RepoH'^ 
tiuce. CoQQMpig, in his Conrfo of Vifiting, to No-^ 
riagfrng, the Iii^^rates ordered him to be narrow* 
If Huaiehed 9od gnardedi when he woukl ibmetimes 
Si«6 to be gone, pMend Di^^r, with other Ar- 
tifices. Bot» bang detained, he at length cwfejfed 
that he never was bound by the Devil, but made 
his own CJbains, In Ihort^ he difcovered his whole 
Art, ^at^his Miracles were mere Ljes, and ail a 
Tridc, to get a Livelihood. For which ample Gw- 
fifim his Fu^iilMnent was miti^^ted, and he was 
oaly ejqpofel on.a PiUoty for a fnbUc SpedacU and 
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AthW Aocpipt copce m eth 9, *^ Girl of abom 
tnsmty^ we}L 1m#^9^ but with a fierce Look, who 
Vol. U, N was 
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WSI8 going to St. IhAertf to be htt& from dit 
Take ef Sahm. She was fiimiihed with Lttteri 
^JHmomtdt to obtain Pfwtfiem on the Road$ and 
Was attended hy a Monk abntt tlnrty, becaufe dn 
Devtti AffaaUs'^fxt lc(s terrible in bit Prtfenci\ 
and for this Reafon ihe confeffed, that he was her 
Companion in Bed, She was thoaght to be £/f' 
liptic. And the Ji^onk hoaftei^ that by tbree Wwis 
hi could make a horrible SpeffaeU of her,^'* [If that 
•be the proper Englip of the WcMids/^/ trihu ^verbk 
fdffe hcrribi/e in ea ffeSaadmm excitate^ 

After a fourth Account of the fame Nature, but 
greater Wtckednefsy we hare an Account of one 
'< Bartholonueay a Servant Maid^ who, when Mafi 
was faid in the German Tongue, contrary to Cnfidm, 
and the Hymn, * Glory be to God on bigh^ began, 
became immediately Ecftatic, as if Seized by the 
Devil, and raifed a grievous Difturbance. But 
w^en the fame was fung in Latin, (he was not 4^ 
feShd, Her Miftrefs, a prudent Matron, promifed 
the Maid to cure her, if fhe would come inito htf 
Chamber. The ilf^^/V came; the Miftrefs repeated 
the Hymn in the German Tongue, Infbuitly the Fits 
return ; and the Maid, ohferving a proper Place to 
fall in, was thrownidolently on Ae Ground. The 
Miilrefs prefently takes up her Coats, and (affifted 
by her Daughter, who held the Maid down) makes 
an Impreffion upon her Pofieriors tfrith fevered fiteart 
Strokes of a Rod; which threw the Maid into 
unfeigned, horrible Contortions, For, as Hippocrates 
fays, * Extreme Diftempers require extrente Reme- 
eHes,^ After this fhe could hear the Hymn without 
any Commotion, except what arofe in her Mind by 
being twitted, whenever fhe went aliroad, by ibme 
miucfy Rogues, who would gather about her, and 

fing 
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tngfiic faid fffmn in her Ears. The JMW, bys'^ 
fTtirui^ cmfeffidth nHf that ihe: wa» prfiBif cund 
hy her Mifirefs in tbk Marnier.** So 'laiich from 
Wierus, My PhihfipbkiJ Frimb highly commenck 
ed tins MeAod of diawing a litde PAa^ m /i^ 
knjofrPartSt by Way 9f ReniuIfioH fhm tbe. Huul i, 
adding, that it might be no bad Remedy, if fome 
mort Cheats oi ikM Sort (for Inftance, Utit.Mitbo* 
Mfi-Tcacber^ who fixed the Day. for. the. Day of 
Juiffnent) in order to carry the Revuifan ftill farthe» 
horn the Head, wore laidjy tbi Hah* fiat I told 
them, Per/ecuiiom'was a*mchdTbmg, Awiyett' 
might obferve, what the ExoraJIs affirm,." that Thyrs. 
(ke Dennl may fometimes be drove out by Scma^* EMmmi. 
fM£, a Cudg</, or Box on tho Eari efpedally when 
be will not yield XSifacrtd Removes. ^^ 

Bttt^ if I may fpeak mj Mind freely concerning 
the borrui Tel&ngs, Covoulfions^ iec^ among- ibo^ Mo" 
ibodlfis^ my real amf^ere OfimoM i$thaio< <^ThaC| 
thong^ there is Reaiba to. fiifped DiffiamlaHom emi 
Oumteffeii in feveral Inftances ; yet, that the greats 
^ Part of their Suffering^^s imfohmtary ytbey can^ 
not btlp it."" ^aa^Ugit will be^^vvn to-this Ma^ 
terinthe next Session. And 1 reoAlr^ fnbferihe to 
what Mr. Wejky hatb owned ; ** I look upon fome Aofw. to 
of thefe Cafesas wholly ff/tAKro/; on the reft, as Ckted^, 
naxt \ both the DiforJery smd the Remo^al^ being ^ ^^' 
tartly natural^ and partly not.^ What he frecifefy 
meaneth by thefe Mixtures^, or in nnbat ReJpeSs tho 
Difoiders were not natural, I leave him to declare. 
But, if the poor Creatures muft be put to the Torture^ 
and have Pains and Jgonies infiided on.i^hem, above 
all DefanptioUy too horrid to be borne ; i muft con<f 
fefs, I fee little Difeence, whether thqr are Be^ 
dtvilidt BtFwitfbedt Bejefidtedy or- Befvaefleyedj. 

N 2 J. 53. 
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4* 33- ft wtPi ttoiiir Time to faring mi t]ie CSmt/, 

die Retmmd of tbele dieadAil Calamities. Bat 

there ia do paffing over a Grcttmftmice, die mefifiir* 

frifing (I think) 4»b/ wutcc9uiii€tbU in the *wb9k DiJ^ 

pemfation of Mttbodifm. I mean the iriolent Screaai* 

iDgB^ Contortions, and Agonies, and Tambfings, 

of fiich a Number of Perfons, aU at one Time, hf 

fymfatiy-y or quickly after one another, by G»- 

tagim, 

4 Joum. ^' ^»Jh giveth this Aceaont of the State of 

P* 37* his Society : " If me Member fujfered^ ail the Mem- 

hersfaffered'witbit. So flrai^ z.Sjmpatby did I 

nevo' obferve before. Whatever confiderabk 

TemftatioM foil on zny one, miacooimtably fpreaded 

itfdf to the ref! ; fo that exceeding fow were abk 

to efoapeit.'* What Sort of Temptations be in- 

tendsj I know not Bat the Wonls foit weU with 

his Accoants of their cornmon Jharit^s and Tel&^Sf 

fmUing to the Ground Heaps npon Htwpt^ in won* 

der fol Jj^recmtnt ; and the h^eOiou catching othen 

vvrfl<>y, with furprifing Qaicknefs and Rapidity. <* One» 

3 Journ- and anodier, and anbther fonk to the Earth. Thejr 

*** ^** dropped on every Side, aa Tkamder-ftmek. ---Three 

P. 44, Perfons almoft at once fonk down as dead. »— 

4^* 50- Many fall to the Earth exceedingly trembling. — 

Several drop down, roar, beat themfelves againft 

the Ground, ^c, infomach that all the Honfe 

(and all the Street for fome Space) was in an Up- 

P. cS ^^- — ^^^^ ^"^^ down, fome trembled, fome 

59* torn with Convulfions $ another dropp*d down in a 

violent Agony : — Twenty-fix of thofe, who had 

been thus afFeded. — One before me dropped down 

as dead, and prefendy a Second, and a Third. 

Five others funk down, •— Seven or eight Perfons 

at 
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atontc. — No fooncr had Mr. WhitiJuUht^i ^i^' 
than foor Pcrfons funk down clofc to kim. — Seven P* *" ^^ 
or eight conftrained to roar. — A young Woman 
funk down in a violent AgODy» — five or fix others, 
— eight or nine more ; — a Girl, and her Mother, 
who loft her Senfes in a Moment. -^ Four Perfons 
almoft in the fame: Moment -- Roaring of a 
Nomber at once^ aa if all were potciiig. to the 
Sword.''— 

Thefe, and many more foch fudden ^A^a 
and wide-fpreading ConingiotUt we have in one of 
Mr. Wejlifi JoumtUs i who moft have the Heart 
Qfa^/M^,-notto/r#/theMifery; and the Heart 
of zTyranU Or Inqnifitar^ frepict anJ trittrnph at 
k. Andwlmt ihall we fay to thefie Things? or 
how aecHtni for them ? 

I take it for granted, that we are hot fufficiently 
acquainted with the Conjiinaiem of Naiure^ and th« 
laws of tb§ CnatBT} particularly, not with the 
kma»F9>am*l how Soui said Botfy a£k upon each 
9iba^i how other Beings and Parts of the Creation 
may aA upon ^her ; — and efpeciaUy in a JiJIem* 
fered State ; a Difoider of Mind, or Body. Move 
Knowledge b necefiary towards accounting for 
every Kind and Deg;ree of hftBion, In genesal 
we hear much, and no. doobt truly, o£ Conu^ona 
comnittnicatedby the Air\ by th»£^A, the Voice^ 
theTMfo^, the Breathy Ejfimuia. and Hapourt con- 
fifting of fuhtiie Particles^ and of a very penetrating 
NMure. In. Difiimfer*^ {befides thofis univserfally al« 
lowed. to be contagious) Efiiepfiest Conwulfions^ jie 
Qhin-coagb^ ice are by many bseught ond«r« thisi 
Ciafs; and perhaps many more Disorders, both- 
of Mind and £0^9 are of the catching Kindf' than 
is commonly admitted. It. hath, been obferved* 

N 3 o£ - 
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of Superfthkn^ and Emhufiafm in particulaTy tli^ 
they are very talcbing and infeSipuSf nanmig Uh 
WiU'Fire from Breaft to Breaft : That the 4fu^ 
tions and Paffions of the Mind cannot onl^ change a 
Peifon's own Boify, but make Impiidions upon om- 
ihfr, fo as to gi^i, or take arway^ di<vers Difeafeiy 
mental and corporal ; and that a cormpted and pol- 
luted Imagination is capable of corrupting and pol- 
luting the ambient Air ; fo that thofe who fuck k 
in ihall be thrown into tkitfame Malady, Thus it 
Sympof. is affirmed in Plutarch^ ** I pronounce it confident- 
^^^* 5* ly, that all the Paffions of the SoaU being weD 
^' ^' rooted, will induce evil Habits, and being moved 
on any Occafion, will carry Perfons, even againft. 
their Wills, iito thefe natural and familiar Ajfec* 
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Nor will it be thoa^ fbrange, that the Comta- 
gion fliould have a quicker and Jhron^r Effe&, when 
it catcheth Perfons of fweak Hutdi and Vnderfiand^ 
ings ; or of fweak^ fi^kly^ tender and delicate Nemm 
and Spirit Si which are fo eafilj affe&ed. Nor is it 
ifarange, if this fliould be much more the Cafe; 
when the Company are of the^Mf Caft andComfiextM 
of Bodyy and Turn tf Mindy the fame Temper and 
Diftemper, The leaft Spark fallixig upoa PcHbos 
already heaed wU foon rife uito a Flame. To 
make ufe c f Dr. Hartley'^ Sentiments ; <« Entbu'^ 
fiafm may be defined, a miiftaken Perfiiaiioa of be- 
ing peculiar Fipvourites ^tb God. — This works ge- 
nerally in Peribos of ilnmg Fancies^, and liide 
Judgment, efpeciaHy where there is a natural Dtff 
po6tion, and that fermented by Difeafe. — The 
commlfmie Motions are apt ta return of themfelves; 
«^ 9xA feeing a Perfen in Genmulfms is apt to occa- 
ilon tbem in Perfons of nervous and kritabk Fnamet, 

— And 
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»• And there is Reafon to bdieve^ that ibme En- 
tlmfiafts und Impofiors have been aUe to throw them- 
idlTes into Cmvuifions by a veUmtofy Pvwer ; and 
paiticolarly, as it feemsj by introducing /rMrgf /^«x, 
and inttrMitl Feelings J** 

This comiagi'eus Cemmumcatiefi may be illnfirated 
by the Cafe of Pericxis tie hy the ^arantuk, " a 
nfemmeus balian Spider, whofe Sting caufes the 
&meJffearmcesv^ibfi HjifiericalJfeaietis. The 
Diforder is fometimes counterfeited by 'wanten We-' 
men, bat is often a real MaUufy ; the Per/on iit being 
feized with a Difficulty of Breathing, univerfal Faint* 
ing and Tremblings— and growing by Degrees 
l^iodancholy, iliipid> and ftrangdy timarous. The 
ponly Core is Mttfic, whidi fets all die Patients a 
Dancing. At the firft Soond they b^in to move 
their Hands and Feet» and foon dance with won- 
derfbl Vigour. In the mean time they lofe in a 
manner the Ufe of all their Senfesy do many ridi- 
cdoQs and fboJiih Tricks, talk and a£l obfcendiy 
and rudely ; — and, at the fame time, cannolbearthc 
Sight of atiy Thing black ; in general are Phrenetic 
anddeUrhus, But hy a Condntiance of the Mujk 
tley are /weated and imitated into Healdi. -—We 
may allow fomewhat to the dietetminale Force, and 
particttlar ModolatioB of the trembling PercolSonf 
(^ the Airy made by the nraiical Chords opon the 
Elaftie Fibres of the Brain. — Thk we fee in the 
common Experiment of two mufical hftrument^^ 
taned both to they2rjw Pitch: The Strings of die 
ane^ beiDg ftmcky the cerre/pondent Strifes of die 
odicr will fowxl.'* This fiom Dr. Mead'9. Ac* 
€OQDt of die Tarantula. See aUb Cbambers, m 
Tanmtak and J'armtH/mta^ 

Accord* 
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Accordingly, as one and the fame Magggi Has /Jr 
^ithoMfih who are moch of the fame Comj^exion 
of Body, and Torn of B^nd; the fame Efib6ls are 
equaHy produced in all. They are a Sort of* Vm- 
foiUf icrewed up to the Jame Kty ; one being ^rsri, 
the reft anfwer to the gmn Note ; and by that Pro- 
pagation, (or fome fecret Sjtnfathy) »e Jlruck m 
ihtfami Mmmer\ and all are feiaed, as foon as 
they are worked up to the fimie Digne rf 
Enthufiafm. 

Of the fame eontagious Naiure is what is called 
St. Pthtit Danii t imputed by fome to Hyferics^ 
Cetnfu/JtoMt, &c. This Diftemper raged much ia 
Germany; feizingmoft Sort of People, efpecially 
the Vulgar^ who in great Numbers became horridly 
furious, running about roaring, foaming, ^till dieir 
Breath £uled. This happened particularly when 
they nnfited St, Fstus*s Chapel; and might be 
thought a juft Panifhment for their loving z/a^ 
mnJ tuicieii Religicn, had not their Gvr/ followed by 
Prayer to St. Vitus. 
In the Dialogue ofPiato, called lost ,. Socrates egre^ 
Edit. gioufly derideth that njoin Creature ; ** who pre* 
Semtk. tended an Ability, above all Mankind, to. exj^aia 
Tom. I. ffgfif^^ and infpire others witfat his Knowledge; f» 
* which he deferved a Golden Gronvu. Socrates oh? 

ierves, that the Eiithufiafiic Fury of a-Poot *wae not 
em Arty but Dinnne Imtatioui whidi, like Ae 
Load-Stone^ not only draivstth Irm^ but commum* 
cateth' the fame Quality through a. whole Ckmn*, 
And thus a Diwne Seizure ihall run dmnif^ a 
whole Series of Enthufiap^ as it were by Sympa- 
thy ;. 6ne catching it.from .another. All fpeak moft 
^Svinefyt, when they saeout.of their SeufeSf and,, like 
the Coryhmtet. and Bacchanals, are inftigated by 

Madaefiy. 
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ft^ by an Ohfi^gkm of their fttdimr DtH^ 
His Wards and Gdboes, his ToRe and Modolaikm 
akmelteike them one aftei aHotfaar ; to tH^fotker 
Sites they are immoveable." 

Mr. Wefirf^ infpired Difdples feem like dioTc 
kacitfViJ/eis in Dodma, A placed that^ if one was 
flrock or moved, the Soond and Motion were im« 
nediatdycomnimicated toallthereft. Or perhaps 
he may have the AH of EU^ridty, and conunum* 
• catifig to all F<^owers his Fin md Bwrmngt^ which 
he feeffls fo £»d of in^ding on iiis Difeiples* 

InZ^MMM^ deSjrid Dii^ we have an Accoont 
of her Myfteriii ; wherein '< thofe, who carry 
the Imap of their Dtity^ are whirled about as with 
a Vittip^ the Dtity leaping from one into anodier* 
la thefe Myfiaria attend a great Number of Ihlip 
Metty zxAfuri&ia Famaical ffBmm, for the Sake of 
ff«^. The /Vn^i begin the C^y«KM)^» and while 
diey are cdebratmg the Orgid, making horrid 
Noifesy cutting themfelves^ f^c. the fmy preTent- 
ly feiaeth the reil^ and many> who came only as 
SfeSators, are aAed in the fame Manner.*' 

Befides tbefe Hyfttriu^ (which may be reckon- 
ed as Types and Shadows of Metbodi/m) fome 
tmtMft huidmts in Life may &rther iUuftrate the 
Cafe of a contagtms Frppagatitm. Upon feeing a 
Perfon yawm, others^ not difpofed to it before, 
are fet a Tawning. The hearing a grating Sounds 
or feeing another eat crahied Fruity is apt to fet oar 
own Teeth on Edge, — How often arc Veo^lt fright- 
td (even by Perfons in a Joke) into Difiortiom^ 
Cmvulfionsy and other grievous Diforders ? Or, per-^ 
haps, thrown into Madnefs by fome afFedling Ob- 
jcft of the fame Nature? — In Diftempers, ^malU 
Pox, Flague, &c. how often, and cafily, will 

Fear 
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Untt atone tew d^ InfcAkm; or iedng aiiodke/» 
dioug^ at a "Mtuictf with the/r^ Jlf^trii npoil 
kim ? Deep Cogititkm vpmi die Diflemper faib(^- 
ing die Diftemper, and hmagtnaiim hafiching tke 
very Malady* on which it iat brooding. -* How 
ftraog is hu^jumtim in Women with QiikL? And 
how common, when difappdnted of what they 
have Uiigidftttt or upon feeing fome mmftrmu Ot- 
jiS^ to catch the h^ffiom^ and commankate ti» 
dieir ChiUren the&me Marks^ which were the Ob« 
jed of their Difires or Jmerfiom f 'Evtskjhm^ ad 
bioltlr^ Fnfmts^ by fome mifirmUe SpeaacU^ wiU 
fometimes grow iU» and their Cooftitution fttddenljr 
be altered by an Emodon and Alteradon of d^ 
Spirits, Httmoors, and Blood. Much more then 
will a Mfiofrd Bodf 9r Mind be thrown into a bad 
Conditi<xi» even by a fmall Incident s and AJmll 
4md tragical Oiytffs mnft have a powerfol Efie^i^ind 
IBck doTe to nmak Spirits ami meLmcb^fy Temfm, 
Why therefore ihould not Vapours and Effluvia 
from a MitboMJi (fappofed to be inJpinJj cr Sj* 
timpenJ^ or foffiffed) work themfehres into ^ 
Breafts of the Byftaiukrs^ and commumcatt fimlat 
Bffias? Why flioold not jH^, or Fimr, or Sxpee- 
tatioa of what they are tan^^t to expe£^, added 
to Sight and FiiJimg, naturally caufe the fame 
Mar^ and Defarmities^ npon which their Mind hath 
been fo inttnt F In general, why ihould not die 
Contagion fweep away all before it ? 

Mcta.4, ■ ■ Cur nonfiimuhtw^ eaifue 

43^* far cogtutta fuis exempia furoriins Ino ? 

$. 34. As to particular Inftances of this m^ 
tagious Naturif I fhall fded a few from Hiftmjs. 

LucifiM. 
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^bcMK idaties ** a IMfeafe fdzmg almoft aB the Vol. tt 
€it»ens bf ^A^^; a Sort of Fever, whkh had a ^^m^. 
>ery ridiciddas £ie<ft> They were all inftigated to 1743. 
a kmd RmHug^ fingjuig Soaps of fr^uff^ and 
e^pedally oat of iStis Jmdromidtt •/ Euripides^ 

Cupid, Prince of Gods and Mm, &c« 

» 

Hie BMhufiAfm continaed dwiDg the Heat of the 
&iv4Mr, but kft them at Wwttr.^^ 

Laurent. Ahwum fays, ** Thofe Imfmmt HarfUe, MtU. 
t^e Devils, fo defile and infed the Places they ^1«^* 
iMumt, that ally who come near them* Audi run y%- Pteta.* 
«a//V4/ mdmad At it lately happened in the Or* p« 63* 
/^V Hi^fit^ at Rome ; where in one Nigbe mere 
^k^.fify Giris nAW't fefiJTed.'' —Somt^nil Vkt 
^ws(s-the£fieaof the ebarming Senrignon't h-^ 
^ikuion. For ** in aa H§/^tal of poor Girls^ Sott4. 
whom ihe cifaritablj gwemed, ihe difcovered them ^^ 
^ to h H'itcbes in exfrefs <}m^ nmtb the ^^' 

. S'hefe A«Q0ttAt8 way net perhaps in all Refpefts 
Vree «witk , the Cafe of Mr. Weflef% fatimts. 
That Pofifif Fauatiei/m muft ran Parallel to \t, I 
waa.perfoaded in my own Mind> but could not be 
fiiOy iattsfied, -till I met widi fome Cafes in Wiems 
4e Profftigiis, which come up to a cmflete Comfari" 
fvu ** Wonderful and horrible was the Vexation of Lib. lU. 
bmp Reiigieus Nuns at Wert, feized by the Devil, ^•P-^JJ* 
vho» by Means of fome ^tf// brought to'<diem by nl 
^ old Woman, were grievoufly tormented 1 fome 
with Laughing Fits, fome hasriidlli^^^onvid/edandcon' 
totted, or lying ><down as dead. Thefe Tortures 
^onttaned among them in the Vumury for three 
Yean."-— «< A (^e not unlike was that of fome 
fSbrpns cm^craUd to the Jria Ruks rf St, Bridget 1 

who 
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w)io were tormented in divers fbai^ If aoaeis* 
le^Hng about, .and fcceaming oat horrk^ly, tliev 
J«W5 contra^ed, i^c. The Oui/i of this fn^ 
was imputed to a Firgm in Love wkb a yooB^ 
Man i but her Parents thought it an mafiduik 
Maicb. While (he was in this Anguilh, tSauc Dml 
appeared to her in the Shape of thai young Matt 
perfuadiag her to be a Frrfeffed Ab». She com- 
plied ; and no fooncr was ehiftendt \ii^ftrwk mtb 
a Fmy, ihe became a borrid Sfe^eule to all, in va- 
rioua Refpeas. And the Evil, as by Cantajgim, 
paired into many othen of the Nu»s.^*'^Of the 
fame Nature were the mutfirwu Commlfiom of aH 
KinAi oifliAed by the Devil KSfon the Firpfu im 
the Nmmtorf^^*^* which iiused them once a 
Day, oroft^iery continuing fometinies fbrfeveraf 
Hours. Some of them m the Acteffion of the 
Malady, on Account of the Cmvulfiom of the 
Spiritual Parts, and die Tongue, could not /^. 
They were not equally torn; but fome more, and 
fome leis. But this was dmft uKkmffaly tha^ 
when Any one of thenx was feized, the rejlf 
though irLfefearate Jpaffmentip bearing oely diO tU' 
multuousNoifcof the former, were tormented in 
the (ame miferabk Way. in ordo* to diicovtr die 
Origin, locreafe, and tragpcal Iffiie of this Cala* 
mity, and to prevent other fudi Attempts and her* 
rible Vexations of Sat^i; I ihall truly relate ia 
few Woids, what upon diligent Bnqpacy I recdved 
fiom ^me Legion's Own Moodi, a fiuf&le Vtrpof 
and one in this Ntmnery. *• She was fiift taken with 
a Pain in her left HypocbotHirinm, and being deen^ 
ed Epii^ct was fent to die Mona/ieiy of Nonboett 
to drmk oat of St. ComeUuih SatU % whevdiy Ae 
AMutoUaboHt» but faUely, diat ihewna betiM. 

After- 
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Mm, dicf west to ifco Cmtparetj vim told them, 
tkef wer« hf^^cMiff Mc$KamMttu Tke £)#vf7» 
^id^a Handk from this, hrgm tonBemitig them 
Y(Ai4HmfaU GnmdfimayTwtMcaos^ on tbt GvouimI^ 
4(pivii|g ihem of ^MSir &»r/fti, makiag tkeai hkf 
attiiM^^moaootbor; Ibllnittfaef ieeiMd*0f^^ 
tv^biimnr Fvmnf, Jhmm^ ki hcr/iiti, fpoke as if 
WK^ JUioki ihrottgb her : Sht uo^iakood what 
ihi ftid» hoc, after fpeakmg, xntireiy j^^j'^/ it. 
Wh«a iho would fntjf feriouSy, Ihe wa» {6 hindered 
hf tke fwV Chief that flie could m/ move her 
Tei^. ftlt» wlieBerer ihe run wer her Beiadt wi^» 
OQt ThoDght and AtloaidoD, ihe did It with Eafe 
aoi PfeaAira ; SmtMn not hindering her. If a jv^^ 
Pcrfiya ^H>ka to her, (he feemed as psnifted by the 
Dew/. BbI,'^ ether Women taHsed to her Qf !wB» 
mm Mei0ferSf fiie was, wonderf uHy fUaJki, When 
flif wa» eefetxijUt Die feemed to iromit an inoDedibie 
Qgaatity of Blocd, i>ut fek no Hart. But this 
was eemmem te oil the Virgins thos po&^od by the 
Jievilj that, together with irreguiar Pmns^ they 
had a creeping SemfeaieH under the Soles of their 
F«fet» as a bumed with hei Water. The Devil 
ms nM loipeak frequently, and inuch oat of the 
theMotttlM of ibe j^piger Girht ivhen elefrpved of 
their Sei^t and tenaify then wkh fj^/, and ap- 
peariag t» t&em in dmti^Shsfes. As to /fxna her- 
fttfy when her Pareuh iiad taken her out of the 
Nmmerjh and lAte had taken a Itrm P.efoluticn 
mmr to reemm to it, but to Jer've God out of^it in 
« Jhuftder MMi tlie Calamty ivas at an EndP 
Utt^'CiitaiDly was an exeellent Remedy, And yet 
Jftsa^i^ had ihcii hoM of her, that, << when- 
em tht'Mo^tfr Mhefi lent her but a Letter^ all her 
Body was in a Horror ^ as if (he was relapfing. At 
Vol. II. O length 
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hsagAi ttie married, and fdt m more tfher D(/^ 
4r. She added» that JJice KamentK berfelf woold 
fometicnes bc» as it were, EpilepHe, and talk fenjk- 
miy% and the l^ms concluded, (he brought thit 
Evil on herfelf, that ihe might not feem to have he- 
ivitcbed others. Hence tbiy imfuttd their Torments- 
mitbir to God, nor to the DoKniy hot to AUee Ka^ 
mentis'' -^Wier rebtcfi farther, " how the Conta-^ 
gion foen caaght the neighbouring Towns .and 
Villages, efpedally five Perfons, whbm a certrnn 
Preacher had taken into ins Chamber, in order to 
guard them agednft the Devices of Satan^ He re- 
lates too fome other Cafes of this infectious Nature, 
which cannot decently be tranfaibed. 

Thefe feveral Circuniflances fo exa^y ta/fy with 
Mr. WeJUf% Patients, 1 think, in every Particular, 
that they ftand in need of no /rfpUcation. Nor is 
it neceflkfy to determine precifely, vjho, or 'what, 
is the Castfe, Popery and Methodifm are agreed as to 
Matter of FaB ; which is my proper Bufinefs tojhevt. 
One Piece of Advice, however, in Dr. Wierh 
Wofds, I would inculcate for avoiding contagmt 
Lib. IV. Company.: " If a Number of People ihould be thus 
C«p. *9. poffeffed in the fame Place, (as is ufual in Monafit- 
ties, particularly of Virgins, whofe Orgamt are 
moft expofed to batons Franks) before all Things 
Care ihould be taken to feparate them, and fakl 
t?^ to x!i^ta Parents and Relations ', and not leave 
them to Superfiitiotts Friefisand Impoftors, in Hopes of 
a Cure from xktir fretended Ceremonies ; or thinlrby 
ahfurd Rites to drive away the Devil, who does hot 
laugh at, and delude them. — Toung Perfons efped- 
ally fhodd never be admitted to thefe horrid Spec- 
tacles, left, being frighted with the Uncommotmefi and 
Violence of the Torsnents, they ihould couiraa the 

Evil 
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JEW themfehoes,^'* On the contrary, Mr. Wify h 

IStbourmg heartily to bring as many fnch together 

as he can, efpecially of xht youngtr Kort % and' to 

Ibe them groaning, convoked, (Iruck to the Ground; 

and ftrikii^ others down in Heaps, by Symfatfyi 

or Contagion ; and the more the better : — This \s 

his peculiar Bufine/sy his Trade^ and his Jcy. Thia 

Attick therefore I conclude in the Words of 

M, Cafaubon\ ** To commend this to erdifiary P6o* Enthof. 

pie, and to /f«j»m efpedally, is to perfuade them P*>7i-S* 

to Maduefsy and to expofe them to the Iliufions of 

the Devil, always ready t^ take foch Advantages. 

The Ufe of this Theology doth moft properly bdong 

to JeJuitSy and Jefuited Politicians ; who have no 

better Way to bring their Defigns to pafi, than by 

the Hands of thoie, whom they h^ve hretrght uf /a 

0>efe mjuftical Jrtsi who, befides their common 

Obligation of hhnd Ohedienco, by long, forced* 

mldContgmflation, are become eefiaHadt '*• ^« fitted 

for atef de/perate Attempt. — Let others admire 

Witches and Magicians as mnch as they will ; I ho« 

nonr and admire a good Fbyfinan much more, who 

can, (as Gois Inftrument) by his Knowledge of 

Nature, bring a Man to his right Wits again, when 

he hath loft them ; and I tremble (Homofum ; hu- 

nuati nihil a me aliemm futo) when I think thaC 

eite Madman is enough to infeii a *whole Prownce.^ 

Fromvum. ik Fn/anatione, Pag. 1057. fays, that 

it is in the Power of one Witch, or Magidany to 

nudtefi*v€ hundred, 

}. 35. 'V\i&Q2i^oi Sympathy and Contagion JM^ 
perhaps receive additional Light, by coniidering 
^hat Sort of Perfons are mod likely to fall into 
inthufiafm, particularly that of Methodifm\ and 

O 2 con- 
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makqfatnOy into ibefe Jha^ DijMltts ^mftif' 

ments, botb^ Bit^^mdMM, TUs fiu^I be kjtm 
partly in m^r ««i;ff Words, panfy b)r thck Pi^4» 
and Pvfifo' MliUfy and {initly l^ ^beir %f«^i« 
Tawotiriti J^r. Laav^ in his Trektke of J^^fr- 
ntration ; for wbkh Ik has iflCWTed Mr. Wgpey\ 

(i«) Ywng FeWbns» Boys, and Girk. Thefe 
b«iiig arrived seitlier to R^yends of Reafon, nor 
(olid ConAittttion of Body* are eafily janoved by 
Hopes and Fetrs$ are tredulous^ feon poi]^iIiRl widi 
Stories of Witches, Apparitions, or any Thing 
narvelloos ; fift 4tnd du^ik, fitted to veceire any 
Jmffxgkns^ to fancy Vtfiws, to receive It^eStkni 
in genera], froii a Tendemef^ (^ Frame ^fily 
y&'w^^ i&«09ry oc prepared to foUow others hy -/fw- 
Miott, .Hence we hear (o oft^n of ^* j««^ ^^v 
^^Gir/s, sal CMldreft, in the Mttkodtjh ysuMt- 
kals, grievoufiy diQt^fed for ^leir Souls, crying oat 
in Faith, dropping down, tstc. Hence then* Accomit 
See -En- of the Zo^if # rwva/w^ himfelf to aGixi of about yiv« 

Pau I. '^^^^ ^^' ^ ''^ amazing Manner ) (b^iatr, Wfap* 

)wd up in hh Spirit, flfe Jhnk fo nothittg, frtflefiidf 

with m&ny/uS Inftances of the Ouf-fmiring of the 

Wefley, spirit,'' — Helsce " that idle Boy, Jthn f^'6(4l0f, 

5 Journ. tliought there was never in the Worid fiich ii wick- 

P- *7. ed Child as bimfelf \ after he had heard Mr. WeJUy, 

die DeHJtl fet Qp6n him with ai! his Might, bat 

faddenly he is furroonded wi^ tti inexph'eflihlc 

Light i and fays, * tho' I am not in ^ttevm yet, I 

am as fure of it, as if I was ;' and afterwards 

Chrtft came and talked with him. He lived fcMnc 

Ibid. Months • aboVie thirteeta Years." —- Hence, « feve- 

p. 78« f Jd were conftraiticd to roar aloud, and tfaefe gene- 

rafly 
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rally Motjom^gs as in moft vibir PUcis ; bat either 
ttiddle-agedy or older.'* 

It m^ht here be obferved from Variety of 
mfiories, that Witthtraft md Magic have the moft 
powerful £ffeas upon ChiUnn^ who are ttfuall/ 
the Suhjeas of their Operation and Croelty. 

Plutarch mentions it as fomething extra9r£nafjt 
" that the Thihii near Ffntus, by a Look, Breath- ^^' 
ing, or a Word, would fafcinate not only Chil- q^,^^ 
ditn, bat Perfons of full Age. Whereas only 
Cbildrftt, of & tender and moift Conftitution^ were 
nfoally thus affbaed, thefe Effedb ieldprn happen- 
ing to folid and compaA Bodies.** — 

Particularly as to j^mg Pcrfons» TirtuUiaa tellf ^^ 
us, that th? " Hfothen Magiciam, among other mi- '* ^ 
raailsMj Lnfofiura, were wont to JtnacA down andjtum 
Boys to nsake thim fnpbefy^^ [Pueros in eloqniusn Ora.- 
cult eliduntJl i. e, fays RigaJtitts, *< cofiftemunt. Fon 
hmgincifamtedrihiey fell down as E^leptii; and af- 
terwards having lofi their Senjes, they ^Jte oracu^ 
larfy^ and Jtitered Pr^fbicin^^ Accoixlingly, Jfu* Apolz 
iE»«i. (the faoKms Phtomfi^ ose imtiated into tho ^^^ 
ITtat Myfteries^ and fu^p^jded of Sorcny) was for- Parf^*"* 
mally accafodofAfi^fVy as having drawn the J/" p*44fi« 
feSims of a rich Womaaby Incbantmnti^ and al- ^^^* 
fi) being i^fed to JlriU down a Boj^ fl^t m the Pave-- 490* ' 
«nr^ and dq»iive hjm of his Senfies, for magical 
Porpofes. And how doth he defend, himfelf ? He . 
owns the Fa^ of the Boy*s £dling. before him, as 
iaa F/V. But pleads par^y in Defence of Magic^, 
as foreihewing. the Mind of the G^dst by Miracles^, 
^Dimnatiom partly by denyjng^ that lie made, 
ofeof any wicAedKsndo/Magici. and pmtly af- 
inning, that the Proftration of the Boy was^ 
iWt from Inchantmenty bnt Dife^fe ; and nothing. 

Q 3 but 
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Hut 'mert Spi^i^y. -Me bxi&gs, however, Ihftanceft 
of inchanted Bays, from great AutboriHesy wJlid 
fbretoM Things tmraculoufly. 9at whedidr this 
could TcaHy be done^ he will neither amfifi^ nor 
deny.** 

Our MethoSji'^tachtn ackiiGvrkd|;fc and boG^ 
OksX << theit* yoitng T>ffcifles afe ofteti thmwn to the 
Grcwndy become fenfekfsy arc ilhimhuttedy frofiniie, 
&t. and thr.t either by the Operation of ^a^Noiy or 
themfelves,^^ if this be thie \ it certainly comes 
heat* to Sorcery and Magk. They may be allowed 
whatever may be pleaded in Favoured ^knt Mm- 
gicians ; but their b^ Pleti WOUld be to prdve did 
Cafe Epikptic, or finkt fimilat I^Jmper. 

(2.) The next P^rfons thai allied Bte WomM; 
who ( notwithftandiag fome ExcepthnsJ may, 
withoot Offence, be caUed the nueaker VtfftU. 
They are not, however, my <wm £]^teffions, bat 
thofe of Exorcifts, and others (tf* the P^f^i and 
even Fema/e Smnfs ; whl» deferibt ** Ae ^«t tt 
weak, vsun, fvU of Ca)lio£fy> and LoiRei% of N^ 
telty, eafily gaifted hj a Shew bf l^kry/ aaMl efpe- 
daliy any Pratemities ietting up Tor Ibme aulfteft 
Reformation ; thefe <^ialities making ^em €t Or- 
ga?is of Satan' i illufionsy and moft expoftd to Svfer- 
JHtim and Etithifiafm:'^^^* Sdme think themfeives 
tormetttedby'^e AWf^ wbien it » ^01^ JmagmM" 
fhni and this in ft^^m^m more tlian ^len» ibecanfe 
more tim<»roas, and more fuicdptible of i/mgittarf, 
marvelious j^ppearaneesy ViJwnSy and ^tvehaH9mt\ 
their very Natun being of an eafitr aftd fofter Im« 
prcffion." " Father Francis Concms had Ae Ho- 
nour of extirpating a fpreading Hypoerify among 
the ff'ctnen. Who weie governed by ajtrnple, «r «»• 
/icious Frefiyhr. A« t4c ^«r, in Ofdoip to ^n an 
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Cfibkift of Sftn^iity, 13 obnoxious to Illulions mA 
fi6tkii6is ; fome pr^ended Raptures tod S/^/j of th^ 
D^anHHly and the Bkffedx foifie in T^ments^ and 
to be reicued oriy by the aforefaid Prtjbyter, Thcfc 
IHofiotis being extmA, F. Francis warmed them 
all ifito a feUgions Deipotkm towards St. Ignatius^ 
alid St. XanntrP — Fiati of Mirtmduln (Lib, 9. dt 
frtentit.) cOnclades, «* dmt the Gift of frophefying 
was granted to Women father than Men, becaufe thi 
toOft ^^ S^*.'* — 8t. ^erefn confeffeth, tiiat Life, 
** IheeMftgs in the Mummeries are moft among the ^^' J'* 
liKjwMW, whole Nature is weak, and their Self- ,©2,* 
teve very fubtle, and they are deceived of them- 
fclves.'* She fays, however, '(for the Honour of 
th,e Liu^) ** thaft in thefe Monajferiei the Favours 
If God to ,^mtf . are very great ; afioniihiAg the 
SfwdatOTV by Raplsy Vifionsy Ecjiafiesy &c. — I 
have kao^t) fome, who, wanting bat little of qoite 
fefing tkeir Judgments, are yet^o htmAlt^ &c. and 
Mtotts of firifering their Purgatory here to tffcape 
it hereafter.'^— -If we look into profane Antiquity, 
we find enOngk of the bacchanalian 0^men, &t. 
TiHtFytHfitkn Priejhjes were fo enthufiafiitoHf mad 
in dcMveriftg die Oracles, and were fo iriolentfy torti 
and ton^tdfifdy as fomethnes to die upon the S{>ot. 
-*- If we look into Ecclefiaftical Herefies^ we find (9ie 
Banoe began by ^im. Magus with his infpired Pro- 
fH^^Uelemi ; and that not only Mtmtmms had his 
PfifeiUa and Maxindlla ; but almoft all made We of 
Wrnnen as -the ;^i*^ Organs for Injpiratian, Propbetyy 
Vifirtiy and every Delufion, — Svlpitius Seiretasy in 
hk yft^^^ Hiftory^ [Thofe, who have not the ^ifi, 
miK^ COnfult Bitfle in the Article Prrfir&'an] give^ 
Ibis Accofmt of Pri/ctBan^ " He was vehement, 
fcU«6, do^ncnty learned, ready at Logic and 
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]>ifptttations. Happy indeed, had he had not cos^ 
rupted the beft Capacity by an evil Applicati^a j 
for he had many good Qualities of Mind and Bod^. 
lie would watch long, bear Hunger and Thirft; 
not covetous of Wealth, and very temperate in the 
Ufe of it. But the fame Man was the vmneji of 
Mortals, puffed up beyond Meafure on account rf 
his worldly Knowledge, and beiides was foppofed 
to have pra£tifed the »iagi€ Arts from his Youth. 
When he had broached his permdous DoBrine, by 
his Art of Perfua^on^ and onfty IhiinnatioiiSy he 
enticed into his Society many of the Nohility, and 
more of the Populace. Moreover,, the Women be.^ 
ing fond of new Things, unftable in the Faith, and 
of a boundle(s Curiofiiy^ flocked to him in Troopr* 
For, by carrying a Shenv rf Humility in^ his Face 
and Habit, he had contradled a general Reve- 
rence.*^ He is likewife deicribed, as ** raih.and 
headflrongy patient of Hardships, of a doubling 
Genius> crafty and beguiling, eloquent, but verjB 
mad.'*-^He was inftruded and afiifled by Agafe^ 
an honourable Woman, in carrying on xht. /ecreii 
Myjleriet ; and fhe was the Mother of the Agapeta, 
or hyve-feajiers i whofe Rites became by Degrees 
fo very fcandalous, that St. Jeronfi tells Oceatna, 
** you are expofed to the Teeth of Detradors, un- 
leis you diiini0 the A£€mblies of the Agapet^e^'^ 
It may be added, that Pri/cUliun and his TolkFwets^ 
though in the Sink of Corruption, yet afliimed high 
Claims to Knowledge^ JUumination, and PerfiBion. 
— If we defccnd lower into Pepijh Artifcet^ w^fee 
theie Saintejes in Abundance, according in all 
Thincs with Methodifm% as the whole Camparijon 
hath Siewn. Particularly the Diabolical hfefiations^ 
^nA/urprixing Contagions, (from Wierus) were, all 
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axn^flg die Vutts. And the greater Part oF tlie 
Phtmatrs Ptr/bfr^, in the ffUgi-Cmu^ of Mc^ha- 
Hfm^ a|>petu- to ha^e been ASrefti, 

(3.) ¥crfons of a /riJl^ 0^ inconfiflent Humour: 
Thefe aie naturally fond of Imovatiomy ailing by. 
Starts and fadden Flights ; and always prepared for. 
tiie Reception of every Pretendtr, that fets up for 
mgiv-modetltng Religion. 

(4.) fcrfons, though pioufly inclined, yet of 
*weaA yudgmeniSj or ixjetik Ner<ves : Thefc are nbt 
only eafily captivated by fine Promifes and fair 
Speeches ; bot quickly ralfed with Flaihes and 
Goits of Spiritual Joys^ and as quickly overwhelm* 
td with, Mfmal Apprehenjions i carried op to, Heaven 
by every Wind of Doflrine, and down again to 
the De^ ; ready foftened for the Stamp of Impulfes^ 
Imprejjionsy Teelingi^ Vifions:^ and moft fubjedl (aft 
t}ie 'wfahft Heads are foontft made gidify) to lo^l^ 
jfgjtfati^s and Convulfims^ t^ertigoej, 8cc. 

( j;.) Perfons difordered with HypocbonSnac Tumes, 
imd mimchoiy Vapmirsy and divers other peculiar 
Dilteiftpeft. Thcfe generally love a ghom^ ani 
Hack HfHgiefHy fuiting tJheir Divinity to their Tern- 
per, as every Things tams^«r upon a vitiated Sto- 
mach ; and are more defirous to nouri/h, than to 
tkrovu offy their Difeafe ; and for the fame Reafons 
become natural and willing ViSiim to the Stroke, 
that fefis them to the Ground. — If the Brain is a 
little touched, and there is fomething of Madne/s in 
the Cafe ; this of Courfe prepares People for any 
wild Scheme, defperate Attempt, and every Sort 
of extravagant Behaviour. 

(6.) Perfons of lively Parts, ani Irijk Taney ^ 
(though in a perfedt State of Health) for Want of 
^ folid and -fettled Judgment ^ may be equally in 
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Dinger. When tiK AjjUaut katE. once- toockcd 
them* fiom a Nimblenefa of Imaginatioii dicf are 
the iboner blown up> and by a Conn<:ftion dSUttu 
impetuoofly carried on froqn one Whim to another. 
They are better qualified than a JUw Capacity» t» 
fee, hear^ feel* and aft what is appointed fi>r 
thems as well as to exfrefi their Senfations in. the 
ftrongeft and moil glowing Terms. No. Fervency 
aod Zeal^ no Fluency of Langpage, will be want- 
ing for a Communication of the Infe^ion. 

(7.) Perfbns of an amorous Complexion are as 
likely as any to fall into Enibufiafms ; particularly 
with Refpe£t to fome ilrange Tranfports of Divine 
Lo^e, From a Similitude, and clofe C^rreTpoai- 
dence of this Paifiony conddered 2A natural, awl' ft^ 
Ugious^ we hear, in each Cafe» of fuch * Melt- 
ings, Languifhments, Huggings, and dofe Em- 
bracements of the Deity ; ' fuch Raptures, Ta« 
mults. Sinkings, Swoonings, Defpairings, and 
Diftra£tion, and Lofs of Senfes." Plutarch defcri-* 
VSol. II. beth a Lover, as << burning, pale, trembling 
P> 7^l>' ^^^^ ^^ ^ Vertigo. Is not thb, ikys he, a ma- 
nifefl infpiredFury^ a Divine Pojffeffion zaiij^tatim 
of the SoulF What fo extraordinary ever happens 
to the Pythonefi, when ihe toucheth the TrifoJf 
Which of the Entbujiafiic Corybantes^ npon iiearing 
the Pipe and the Timbrel, have been fo caoied 
out of thcmfelves ? " — And a very ingenious and 
good Man, (for fuch I really thiiik he was) and wha 
hath carried the Notions of Divine Love to a fuffi- 
cient Height, though he adopts the Sentiment^ ia 
yet wife enough to caution againft the Danger^ 
The Perfon I mean is Mr. Norris, who &ys, 
<* there is an Amorous Principle in Man, which 
muft nece&rily have an Olje£li and, he thinksi 
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^eiiSiMts of the moft amorous JfiSions, the mofi 

'fiidely to make SfiritMi Lovers. — In the Love of 

<sod^ as it is a P^ffion^ the Motion of the Will is 

attended with a fenfible Commotion of the Sftrits^ 

ittstJ Eftuaiiom rf the Blood. ^- It is an experimental 

Truth, that Paffion is a great Infirummi of Devo- 

time. Accordingly we find that Men of the mod 

^vasrm wsd fatbetie Tesf^ers, and affeStonate Com' 

flejeians, (pitmded they have but Confideratioiil 

enough withal not to ndfiah the ObjeS) prove the 

^Kateft Votaries in Relipon^^ Burton too, in his 

Jhemiomy of Melancholy^ often mentions Hypochon* 

dnm€ Enthnfia/m as prone to Feuery. 

Mr. WejiUy Ball became^one, it feems, of the 
fiiU Brethren^ has pubfickly and aBealoofly pleaded 
lor the moft infamous Carnalities. Nor doth Mr. 
Wefley himfelf feem fttfficiently upon his Guard, 
when he commcndeth fo h^^y, ** that Mother in 4 Joara* 
IJrmh 7^"^ Money t becaufe (he wtthfiood to the Face P* 95 * 
thole who woe teaching fir Do&rines the Command' 
jneuis of Men, by ordering diat the unmarried Men 
and Womm ihould have no Converfation widi each 
other/^ There needs not any xeakus Contention 
for iiich fromifoMu AJfemhlies ; even though many 
ihoald hereby become Mothers in Ifrael. 

I fhall on this Head beg Room for a few Paf- 
hgst out of the great Mafler of Nature i becaufe 
ib Goniboaat to feveral of the Dijfofitions before 
xelated. 

£nthufiaflt often term their Extravagancies a 
Spiritual Drunkenne/s. In like Mariner Arifiotk ^^-^ 
makes a GMv^af^{/^4)etween *' the Nature and £f- yxM. 
feas of Wine, and thofe of Milancholy, or the' SeO. 30. 
hiack Bik. Each -maketh Men various, saa^^' 
loving» qtiiet^ fierce, filent» talkative. Wine find- 
.1 ing 



mgMeae^Uasd/mlkn^ by a padoal lucreaft of 
the Dole renders them more talkatMr^ doqi^cn^ aad 
confident *, then quacreUbii^ ragy3g» and even mad i 
— at laH tnmetb them inft) ftupid Foola» Kkc P«^ 
Ions epileptic, or deeply melancholy. — TbeCant 
Man continues not long in the fane Humour; 
he laughs and o-iea^ is timoious andiaoU > is filfad 
both with Hiot and Win4\ whereby Vemu ia di» 
ufual Companion of B^cius* And for the £sam 
Reafon your mgUuKholjMem are ^necaIlyZi;/?M«iiB^ 
as being very yS^ji(^«/* — The l/aicJt BiU k cm ef 
the coUefi and botuft of Things j natandly 00^ aad 
bringing on ^poplef^» Sft^^ D^muinuf^ 4mi 
7err9r\i but once ^ on Fin, it prodocedi ^nrgf- 
MTfy SecHritjl, Ecfiajkff and InfiammiUiem* •^tAxay^ 
from the Appreach of this Heat io th Stat rftba 
the Mind, are ieized with mad and er^hufiafiic Fiis ; 
i^qomt Sibyls, Baccbamdiy, and Injured. NothiBg 
lb various and iBconftant as this black &smari 
now diilling Men with Fear and TreaMsm^ ; £wa 
raifmg again their Cwrage j oppcefling us with fisiv 
rtFw and De/ptnden^ we koow not oyy^; thai 
making us r^aia and exuU, for a$ iEt/i/ir lUt^ 
8cc'^ He then inquireth into the Rn^ms^ ** whf 
the Jgents in the Bacchanalian Myfieries are» ibr 
the moft Party PeHbns of Aich bad Mtmls^ '^To 
fttch Cenftitutional Difirde^ i& the Hnmni KU 
fubjedl: ; and if the Mana^n of Metbodtfim tern turn 
thefe Natural Caufes and Effe^s into fo tnany FrineU 
pies and Proofs of trot Religion ; they muft be al« 
lowed fome Sha-e of Artifice and Contrivance, 

(80 Peribos of bad PrineifUs wm be fbsd of 
mmglii^ with an jSnthfJiifik Sa^^ -^ Ai» Ibr !■» 
iUnce» Hjgpocritesy wbo laying hold of devout j|N 
fearaacju. and hifl^ PreliiMlfilin^ t» 4ai^«< ^m 
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defirous to pA& upon the World for S4ttnts,i in or« 
dcr fio deceive the more eiFedtially. — Perfons of a 
•nmn and otgAitiotts Mifui, who love to ht fomehodjf . 
in a netv Di/penfation^ that makes a little Noife in < 
the World, and knowing how unable they are to 
make a ¥\^jact effenuhire^ nnifl needs be at the 
Head of a feparaU Party or Se£f ; or elfe, from . . 
mert CanceiteSie/Sf will fet up to be Teacben, 
Preachers^ or Expounders. Hence Mr. Bratmrd 
owns, that Sutan has gained an Advantage, ** Sfi' !<»»• 
ritiuU Pride appearing in an Ambition to be ?* '^ * 
T^MCifrcr/ of others." To which he afterwards ad- 
dethy that ** Sfiritu£ Pride and Dehtfiom naturall/ 
lay a Foundation for fcandahm Pra^ices.^'' Hence 
** £a many ignorant, fawcy Boys and Women ramble • 
about the 'Country, picking the Pockets of filly 
People, as Metbodtft-Preachers, To whom, how- 
ever, Mr. iFeJley gives Authority ^ becaufe Godgvrt Enthof. 
them Wiidom from above."— Perfons of an imper- ^*^ ***' 
fiftef^ and unmsarrantable Curtofity will readily be 
l^en in. -^s the Jcvrndifis give Accounts of 
Heart'Sins revealed and laid bare ; Things diflant 
emd ahfint feen as plainly as if prefent ; future 
Bvents foretold by Prophecy ; Vifions and Infpira- 
tiosis^ both ^Celeftial and Satanicaly and the like ; 
.—To Methodifm therefore muft we ail gang, and 
be initiated into the fuhlime Myfteries ; mud even 
learn from ^atan what God hath concealed, and 
bear from Botany or elfe the cunning Matty Tortures 
njohich God hath not required* 

LajUyy Perfons of profligate Li'veSy and Lihertine 
Sentiment 5y are wont to take up nA^fuch Delufions* 
When they are touched with a Senfe of Guilty 
tiieix Reafon is fo. hurried and diilraded, that they 
know not which Way to turn ; but .are apt (like 
Vol. II. P People, 
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' Fcoplc, on fomc great Lofs, flying to the toi^irer^ 
or WizMri) to b^ake themfchrcs to fomc fcMaci- 
iuu Expe£ent^ unfafe Secvrityy faife Doffnne^ or 
^uack Remedy, of a Mouth that fyeskttYi ^pat 
Things; ncglcfting crcry rijjfo&r Mtthod. Thus 
it is no uncommon Thing for ProJSgatex and" Uher- 
thtes, in the Artkh of Danger, to catch hold on 
the Pajfort of Ptfety, or MithoSJk. Which pro- 
bably is a Druice of Satan to beguile than ; or, 
ft "Picff. «« becaufc they have not received die Love of 
ii. 9-^. fy^th Godmzy permit Sijlrong Delufiou, that diey 
ihould believe a Lye." 

Infhoit, I am fully perfuaded, that it is' feme 
Fault, or fome />(^^, fome Difofder of Mind or 
Body, that carricth weak and wicked PerCbns into 
tht Entbufia/m ofUtthodtJm: Which (as the R«. 
fult of my beft Thoughts, and Integrity of Heart) 
L would advife all to avoid, and not to come 
among them on aiv^ Account 'whaffoever. 

Veniunt kvi 'uulguh ewUjju^^ 



lUic Credulitas, illic ttmararius Error ^ 
Vanaque Lanitia eft.,, conftematique Timores^ 
Sedttiofu^ refens . ** ■ 

<f Toung Perfons, die MethotBp tell us, are apt to 
iKX^'ix^ Extremes i*^ and therefore vto regular and 
tedious Courfc of Ripentance and good Works will 
ierve the Turn. Pardon, Jffitrante, and AngeBcM 
PerfeBim muft rapidly be fnatched' up^; juft as the 
Schoolmen fay, " of Angels, that diey can pafi 
mftantaneoujly from one Extreme of Space to ano- 
ther, without paffing through the MeditmJ* 

{« 36. Having thus obferved fome of the E^ls 
attending th« Frojiljtee /# MetJMi/m, at Icngdi we 
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arme at the botflad Qtrg, the RemoviBl of theft 
liocnble Sufferings, Sure, and eJiSualf this oajhc 
la bcy to make a Comfn^smi and it is fit » 
ParatiJJujf or ignatiuSf fhould be called in, with 
their infaUihk Rtmedies, Mr. Wtjky^ from a >^mk- 
1^ Raamciiaim of Mira€lt$^ as was ohfenred be* 
fore» gets gradnally iato a JiiU Claim of diem* 
Scmi0 of his Cures are plainly declared to be mra* 
tukus ; and oihtrs leprefented with fach a miracu* 
bus Air 9 as cannot fail of fucceedmg^ with his Fol^ 
injoers. He iays of himfelf, <* I was fuddenly 4 journ. 
ieized with fuch a Pma in sgr Side, that I cooM T* 77« 
m$fpMiL I knew my Remedy, and immediately 
knuied down. In a Mcmtftt die Pain was gone/* 
-^ Again; *' I wasfeized with fuch a Coiigh, that P.. S3. 
I could hardly ;^Mi. At the fame time came 
firoqgly into my Mind, Thi/e Sigm fiiMfolUna 
thtm thai heUiVi. — I called on Jefiu aloud to /»- 
er$afi «pr Faith, and to tmjirm thi Word 9/ his 
Guut. While I was ijpeaking. my Pain vanifhed 
away. The Fivn left me* My bodUy Strei^;th 
retttxnedy UV/' 

The Crubilitj of fome of your Followers will 
leadily fwallow it. Bnt why will you teach them 
fuch a frtfismptumu LeJ/bn 1 and which their own 
Exferitncfs, I doubt, would confuted Suppoft any 
fiionld be feized in the fame Manner, with Pain^^ 
Left ofSpeuhg a Cough, or Fever ^ and ihould im- 
ipedsately kneel down, beg an Incrcafe of Faith, 
a Cot^irmation of Qo£s JTtfr^/i^- Will you anfwer 
for their perfed Cure in a Moment? Or, if they 
ihould not obtain it, into what do you lead them, 
bat into a DiJbeUef of God*s Word, Miracles, Good-^ 
mefs^ fend Providence? What muft they think, but 
that they are Cafiawe^si have no Pardon, no 
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taitB I and thereby fall into Dejpmr ; in wKicil 
Mire they arc fo often w^iZ&w/JBjf/ — However, 
yfovL came off a little better than Cardan, one of 
▼Ita your Whimfical Brethren ; who fays, " I wiH rc- 
^P* late another Thing. (For my nuboU Life abounds 
^^ ^'" With fuch Exafnples,) I was fo iH of a Plemifi, 
that I defpaired of Life. I had read in fome CbI- 
legions of m^ Father y * that, if any one at Eight in 
the Morning, on the Calends of Afrih would en- 
treat the Btejfed Virgin on his tended Knees^ for any 
Thing lawful, he ihoold obtain his Requeft. I 
obferved punftually the T^ty and Hour, and made 
my Supplication ; and then, not inftantly indeed, bnt 
on Corpus Chrifti Day in the fame Year, I wa» 
nvhol/y fet free. Afterwards, remembering diis 
Fa£t, I made my Supplication in the Gont^ (for my 
Tather had produced two Inflances of Perfons thus 
cured of that Din:emper.) And it made mr mnch 
bettei-; and foon perfefUy healed. Bnt in this, I 
hadRecour'e likewife to MeMcinesJ^ ^^lAx. Weflif 
5 Jonrn. again; ^* This Evening I received two Bhws. 
f. ii8. But both were as nothing ; for, thcogh one Man 
fhiick me on the Breaft nmth all hit Mighty and 
the other on the Mouth with foch a Force, that 
the Blood gujhed out immediately ; 1 fdt no more 
Pain from either of the Blows, than if they had 
touched me ivith a StratvJ*^ 

Here is perfon:l Proof of hb Do6bine of htfenfi- 
hility, and that " the Servants of God fuffer no* 
ihingJ*^ Their Feeling is quick enough, when 
ther^ is nothing to be felt ; but let them h^ve a 
Wotcndf or Blow, given with the utmcft Force^ 
their Senfation is loft ; it is but the gentle Touch of a 
Straw. However, I give, at leaft, as much 
€!redit to the Relation in the Breviary, fin Ufum 
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/knmm) tkot «« when the Ofictrs mmU Umi Si^ Vtf^mab 
Ckmnito a Pi/Av, In order to mthif Urn* tliey 
Iwlild^dic^ ^wm only ^jnAiy dnd^wbipping a Fpfi H* 
QmA «>fttttituig VL l6g9f W$9d in the ?\a£t of 
^e 5M»/V i^A^.** Bo^ that I msy not mtke a 
mtrePift of Mf, W^y let him e^oy one ortwo 
iMr* 99UiSt FarmMss which P#/fr 4ir NataUkts it* 
telts a» Mrmhs hi hit Caralegm Sa/fff^nm* ** St 
Nicetas bdng rolled upon a Bedftndk With Points of 
Swprdt, bf Ptaycr die Swoidf btcaine>^ mi Uof* 
I4b. 8. Cap. 70. The f>rMi^ commanded 3t^ 
Cirjffimikis to be l)Cit wVh'hua^ CUi, whick 
were itfr^ m Itm : Bat, whc» the Blewf wot 
jNeii» tliey htuaus^ fift m FeaHufs.'' 

§. ^. I ibdl pafs over many To&y of thii 
mtiiiyW Naceie J» Mn Wefieft Jmumabt tuk 
fiiteeed le conider the AkZ( au^ MMgtadm of bti 
mraemlmt Cur9$t among his fmlUagf cumjuijedf «r 
stkm^ttUfi fH^md ?Mtkwts\ in which iiis ff^at 
htretipb lies. And what if we ihoold denf th 
FmBif I nwan, to Ar as any Thiagof Mirmk is 
ceneerfltd. Oioands and JHeafens enough may 
ifipear, etea from hie tnm Juornxs. From Jik. 
nameroaft Acoomts tbeEcfoDe let aa Ibled a lew 
JaiaAcaaef thitljind. 

^ When he (the Niwgati Pbjficwn) faw* het 3 J<mm* 
Body and Sottl/6M/pi/ Mil MvMor/y he acknowiedg* P'43^ 
ed tlK tit^n^ rf Q9dr^ f He then beat hin^elf P. m,, 
againft die Qsotnad again; his Breaft iieavingy a» 
'm^ne Faifg^ of Dimk^ and great Drops of S^weai 
Meittlg down his Face. We all betook owfehreg 
tePh^er. Ilia Pm^s ae^ and bedihia Body 
and Se«il weee fi$ atUbnty:^^^**^ h aMomai P.i93« 
<M^^4h fuKt mftQ tbe Sool, £iil^ e£ die £ift« 

P 3 tormented^. 
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) )o«B» tonnented, and tlicii of the odier.** — ^ £— ^ 

^95* C—r^s Agonies fo inanesfed, that it fecmed §m 

was in die Pangs of Deadi. But in a MnmatGrni 

fpoke, flie knew his Voice, and bodi her Smfy md 

4 Jooni. Soul'werebeaieJ.^''^^* Some^ whom G«/ ftrmkui 

^S'* &tf«i to poids widi lA^i^ almoft withoot cea- 

fing, and f^o dins condnoed, for two Days, « 

^featuU t9 att^ were, ttpon Prayer made;, deUwrtd 

. Thefe Cales, and many odier foch, (if Mr. 

Wifley j^saSxs^ ihaU be allowed at prefent to ftand 

upon Account as inpmiwuam^ mramhus Qtrts. Let 

•1dm only give me CreSt for a litde Time. To 

^ Joofii. thefe he may add, ** his twenty-fix Pcrlbns thm 

P* 5f • afiedicd, who were in a Momnt filled with Peace 

and Joy i^ -«- iRnv, his Dmne Rmnvals of Dif- 

3 J«mni« Ciders, where the Patiiults Cafe was *' not unirr 

^%^' ^^' ^ ^^^^^ deemed MaAafi^ or Ifatwral Dif- 

f.29!^' :#rOT/rr; or their being pronounced itKur^ie^ or 

ghoiuovir^ hy the Pbjficum i and die Neceffity of a 

better Pfyjfdatt:' 

Tht f^ault rfthe Smttis are fiich Common-place 

J?««i/ 0/* /i^ wndtrfitl Qins^ that Cait-loads of 

Parallels mi|^ be produced. Mr. AF^s^ iays^ ^ 

^ he hath xead'diatiiirpnziag Book, the Life of 

JgMiiiu LeyeU ; forely one of the greoteft. Mien, 

^c.^ And I find there too many PaxalUU, and 

fimlar Exprejms^ to make any J>oal»t of it^ For^ 

B^el. «« when a Boy's Cafe was undestaken by a Chi" 

Vit. Ign, rargeotty a mortfiUful. Phyfidan. was neceffitty 1 the 

!^^'' Boy muft ht healed by Ignatna..— An £/«A^ 

422^ Woman> hidng and tearing ^he]!£df, haraig UnM 

^3t Phffidans in v^n, by imploring the Inteix^ffim if 

^ /^ A/iTs ofGody was immediately made as ^^atttf 

«s^ fret^ as if ihe had never bern diibrdiered. — 

AnotlKt 
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Another recoTCS infimtmuout Cure hib rf SnJ md 
JSft^. --> Anodier grioroiifl/. tormented, byproiiii>- 
.ilnglo attend Ignatiui^ Chafei^ and. go to Cwfyf^ 
fitHf wooden to find lierfelf cored kainfy im 4m A- 
fimH.'^Otut fffijkd by tbi Divi/wss perfedUy mC' 
.tmk/i mdj^ucblrfi \ then again, fmimu anJroat^ 
ii^, Pirjlfidims afiribed this immecw$Uabk Difirder 
to the hioik BiUt but b Troth ffuny Dtviis had 
fdzed her; apd after her Fow to St. IjpMUtus they 
all fled« leaving the Woman free from all Com- 
plaints." —Such Numbers of miraaUoiu Cutis may 
be biooght, and fo highly redoonding to the Gl9iy 
both of Jgnatiusi and Mr. JVeJk^^t that tm Mira- 
cle will probably, and unhappily, be tamed npon 
rngfilf. Mr. /iT^ has got fuch a AWi of taking 
m Atkmmagef that I fhall &irly tran/cribi tbt Stary^ 
befbft he can make the AfpUcation. Bartdut 
fays, " A Religious of a certain Order^ but unwor* Buf6l. 
tbjf of tbe Religious Hahit^ being envious and inerO' P* 445* 
dulousy took upon him to write a Satire againji St. 
Ignatius, But upon looking back on what he had 
written, he was furprized to find that his Hand had 
wrote what was dire^jr contrary to the Di^tes of 
his malicious Mind; for there was nothing but 
Praijis of Ignatius, inftead of Jbufes. Thinking there 
muft have been fome Mifiakey he takes his Fen in 
hand ^Mn, in order to redlify the Error, and 
vent his ffratb; and again his Hand could do no- 
thing, but fet down Prai/is of tbe Saint, inftead of 
lUulleries. A tbird Time repeating his malicious De-^ 
J%«, he was deluded in the fame Manner. More* 
jorer, finfid and angry as he • was, while he w^ 
renewing bis fncrUegims Attempt, his Pen jumped emit 
^bis Hand'mto the Middle of the Room, and hi» 
idlK^ tuiood by an ocotU Pavier, hit himfelf a great 

Blow 
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H»#oatkeFace: Sodntr atkn^, fangquiii 
^^tMndwoii tfgHgkt^, be dumgid bock bis^jyd^ 
MK^ MW towanb tbr &«>i/.** It is tarn vaA^ 
tbati have bem liuced, ts It w««, to M^iit^ite 
Cmifcati&H •/ Mr. fFefiifs Mmuks \ ^iw MoiBcnt 
sny F«t is ia my Hand, not yet hafing ^utcfU, 
and ready (contrary to my imentim) to aake^a. 
Btrtol. itnall ^iU»^^. <' A fiJUknf DifiMfe raged ac tkii 
p. 44S. Time ; ieme dead» others dymg. Apphoatioa is 
mtAeto the Fi^kits ^tbeSodety^ who fe&d dlt^ 
-fo^^ ^ ^^* Igt^tiut among them. And froad the 
Time of this hnage being brought^ all, wiio im* 
plored the dmntU healing Hmulj grew ptrftfffy ^vf^- 
iiot M^ excepted j not even thol^ who were in Bm^ 
Anmes.''^ Now admitting only, (aod who wiU deny 
ie ?) that Mr. Wejky is the Image efSu IgnOias $ ha 
4 JoDin. ^1 afford a like Cafe. •' I Vifited the Skk. IMl 
P* ^'* of diem were ill of die SpoHed ftvtr $ which, dicy 
iofbrmed me, had been extremely mortal % lew Pcr« 
Ions recorering from it. Bat Ged had fakt, Ittker^ 
/» thou Jhalt ceme. I believe, there was tini mti^ 
where wr wetc, hys^-rehnm'ed^ 
' Bat whaterer HiBractei Mr. Wefky may briiig XA 
Aceoimt^ I judge, that I oaght to be imfartiai^ and 
liidce prc^r DeduSiens, whaferer be ^e Eveat 1 
though, in Confeqnence, I Aoold be mitwettSxed 
inte Dread and Sbame^ for taraiflung hit Ghry. 

$. 38. One may obferve their, th^ a gKat^ 

Nmnber of his- Qtrer were very itnferfe&^ 9eb& of 

JhertOmthMOHee; and that many of hn FatitMfi 

grow vfot^ anddk ; aft from his dfwm daemnis^ 

\ journ. ^ ^ Woman cried out, as hi the jigma ef 

f . 24. ' Death. The Memfier of the PoHh told her A^ 

hofrd (he was mad^ The Fkyfictemf bloody bMa^ 

her. 



i t6s) 
her, and fo on. "iTiB the laft Night, He, nvloj^ 
W§r4 nvas Jhtafer than atty inuo-edgid Snvord, gave 
hear ^fiiitt Ikpey that he woiikt tmdertake her 
Cure.'' Nor is any moite (aid of her; — " A few 3 jb^m. 
oim prayed for hin ; and from that time (as his P* ^^* 
Pttrems fiiice informed us) he h^AmoriReft (al- 
thoagh not zfuU Dtlpvertmce) than he had had for 
two Yean before." No farther Account of him. 
— *« Mtey dropt down as^ dead. 7b9 Paim of p, g,, 
ZMT cMfu a6omi /ifrrar.— We caHed upon the Lord^ and 
he gave tts an Anfwer of Peace. One indeed con- 
tinued an Hour in ftrong Pain, and one or two more 
foir thre$ Dtpfs* Another continues fo fwelvt or 
fiarteen HoMrs.^^"^** Others were fa/idy though p^t,$p 
mtjitai Uberiyr — " Another in a defpairing Fit 

"A * Woman* eatched hold on me, and faid 4 joora* 
abruptly, * I muft fpeak with you, andwiB. — I P*M« 
have finned againft the Light, -^ beyond Forgive- 
nefi. — I have been curjhtg yw In my Heart, and 
hiafphifmngQody ever fince I came here. -^ I am 
damned. I am in Hell, &fr.* I defired fome, 
wh6 bad great* Confidence in God, to join in crying 
to him in her BehaK Immediately that borribh 
DfMdwM taken away, and (he begati to fee fmie 
Dawmngs of Hope, ^ — « Another is left, y^ the R 66r 
frefoniy in Peace." «* Edward W^ iU feve- P.xo,gi. 

ral Days, in d^ep Defiair, We cried unto God^ — 
and a little Ugbt ihone upon him." 

Some of thefe^r-AA^^ Fifs are of long CottfimianiOt 3 Jwirm 
xtid gradualfy tessMvtd ; in others we find frequent P'*M?« 
Returns and Rslapffs ; in fome Ficiffitudes and Inter* 
■n>ah of Rage and Calmneis ; of fudden Defpair, 
and as fudden Joy : Some grow letter by Prayer, 4 Joom. 

others P-^4,^i- 



S>«ii« wAennmfi: SomtJofeibr yfe of ttnur Uabg 

My Iteafen lor ^heuic fy. figrtiui^ ifitMl 
C«<e9 is^Dfit t» fix" Any JS^^^pm im Mr« ^iF%% kumtiC 
corii^ oZ/lns PatiieivUi or £»r not doiatu imtrnf i 
4ir«^> or #/ 4Mfff» to* -^ but to liawe -it obierve^ 

Fifi, m of Av«r^ Cm^w^v l^fimic^ Mfi^ 
JUsi S^vmnm^p and tbo Ucq ( m wbich i|« seed 
ao Amtbmrkm to fravc^ tMc fonye feQ9iwi|4^4ntf^ 
fomc Aotwitlioiot/OTrj«r7flMr« aadiomoMwri diii 
thde Fi/^ have all their NMrnr^^tn^ds^bm^lmo^ga^ 
and (bme ihaiter^ Retvnu £ewci(, or more » lUmj/^ 
.. ^^iPMtfy Intermijpous, and Aeoj/ huervtU^i-^^ SfintA 
according to People's diffcreot TempeiB and Di(ii 
tempen, or the diflS^rent Kind or Dcgraa T^jt" 
X>ifonlpri-^«nd» I nigr adi^^all eaiSij aifTfie- 

Letns iee Mr. IT^ reflpre infantaaeooflyii 
nundnndAnih a Z^ that it au^ or iaiiply tiio 
Defo^ of axf Umhi and it may defeive oor Con- 
fideradon. But littie Conri^on will follow fsam, 
lihCrwtiMrfMirackimiitfNiatinUFiUi allwill 
be dieciMd miri Difismfin A Pow«r of worisi^g 
Sjoonu idiNkkf h« jppfitively aflertsi << G&d fitting kU 
W-4^* ShJ $9 tbfir Mimftryi''^ and'* fo many 

Wkuilffki hath Ga/ given, that hit Ihmd u 

fintcbidtmi tc hak and that Signs ami ff^rndtrs aet 

even now wrought by Hit Hofy Cbiid Jtfiu^^ Nor 

Farther . l06 him Otfuil (as h« bath done) «' that thefe 

^51^' Things, feeming to go beyond the P§'wgr^ Nm- 

iticrv, Wcscyetnotdonebyhis tntmPiFWtrvr BkH" 

mfii bnt by the /W«r ^ Gm/; '^ and that a Mf' 

• thodift^Preatifer is (mly God's hfirmmtnt in the WiarL 

for which even of the AfofiUs ^er claimed more? 

Nor 



Mmhitstttf grM Mtok «fiiti Mbdtjfy, br SH/^ 
Dmudi duithisP fcteii it fa rife w i(^^ /)&/f» /^^i^ 
^ ^. i^^f^F*, ^ St. Pout, 

Greater Thiags, 1 cobfrfs, are pcrfcnned by 
#>^^ SiAttfl awJ r have femcdmei wondered the 
BrfBktry Ihottld flSl retam fo many extra- 
^^ fdmlms ^Miracles ; — as that concern- 
St, Stmiflam^ » ivhofe J^ being cmt to Fieces^ May 7* 
mdhkUmbifiatttreda^outf be Fields, nioere aH af^ 
MrwatkU gathered «/S 4^^ Mr their frefer Fiatej^ 
mmifi titfebf^emd exeOtiy jtdntd ef et Juddett, that not 
4ke Ut^^wnm Mkf4k of an^ H^ennd apfeared."* 
Bat k is lliaiier of »^ WMidier, that Ae T^ir 
jioi .fibMe^4«rilcwld cry ap Ae Miracks of tbeit^ 
FmnJers^ sorfifmop- ta thofe of the Froftbets and 
4fi^h$. y ov that J^|pm^ MW^Sw ia general^ imracnhus 
Cnree md Bxmcifius are. the perpetual Bdaffing of 
theittseu^j^M; To.bnsg.Ibftaiice8 woalil be (b* 
peffiuous. Let them enjoy them all, as a Fart of 
iii(fnrMr//MLCiHiKa^cri .aqdIetMr. Jtl^'i^ttiumph 
lA hl».£Mife//nr ; aaadhfiBcby dnw a gluing, Ibpid 
'immm^ fepm hb ** wUdiftaring^ k^emg Societies.'' 5 Joura. 
Zbafii mr his oiwt W^ds» m defcril^ ooe of '*76* 
4^osiM. at if bedeigiied to draw to hiideif diat 
C^l^ljfatvfien, *«^ BisdeadfyWmmd mm heeded, and Jtev.xiii. 
4^ iSfWsU nuendtimd after the Beaftr 3* 

f. 39«. Soiaethiiig aioK, however, nay be 
fe»ugkfi, bf Wzy of Ded^ion. 0»(6wenj^Ikd 
i^Pifjlficnmyf ibr the laoft Part, make a probable 
eet^eifm^, wban ^ Pit will be e^, Or at leaft 
fflfarft .fiatflKndditconiuilie longer dian expe^t- 
ad^ heia reetdftrntiiaBbhitioa, UjSlfort, God doth 
kMMWfttfart^f if Zmrgr, G«y 4^Ai^/i^ .Re//^ Foe 
Ij^BBce;. <«. On feveralEmmigp thk Week many 3 journ. 
mki were ^^^- 



weit deeply coDTiinedi bat moot wevedd&rewi 

from that Painful CfimtJMifi, fife Clnldre» Mpir 

to tbi Birth ; hut then was mt Strength to bring 

forth. I fear we have £rUvedthe Sfirit e/thi Jm^ 

loui G0J9 by queflioning his JVcrk ; and thitf thee-. 

fore he is withdr^^wn from as for a SeaA>n. — Tw9 

more were in firong Pain^ both their Souk and 

Bodies being nnsU-n^ torn i^fitnder. But thouf^ 

we cried unto Gody there was m Anfuar^ netther 

did He as yet deliver them at all." The Pe^ft 

have the fame read;^ Tunif when the Devi/ is obfii- 

Thyne. Bate, or the Fit long. <' For the Sim rf the P^ 

;i>aniioiu ^^^fomettmes defenre, that they ihould not im« 

^' '^'' mediately be delivered from the DevHsi and fo, by 

tjMjuJi Ju^ment of Ged^ the moft eJjfcatUns Exer- 

ci/ms are of no Service. Sometimes alfo the -Sins 

of ethers net foffejfed are the Reafon of the Sfirifs 

Delay; they 'wantFaithi andfaUHefe ef ehtmniitg 

Dclifverance,*^ 

For aniather DeAtSion^ it is obfervaUe, that, in 
feveral Cafes of a fettled Oilbnier, Mr. Wefity 
doth not fo much as attempt a Cmne ; and it is pru- 
dently done. Where the Patient hath not Tro^finr/ 
5 Journ. Fitsy his Power faileth. Thus, «* I was defired 
^ ^^' to meet one who was ill of a very uncommon JDif- 
order. She faid, < For feveral Years I have heard 
a Voice contbually fpeaking to me, curling, fwear- 
ing, • blafpheming, &c. I have aj^plied to Phjfi' 
dans, and taken all Sorts of Medicines^ bat am 
never the • better. — No, replies he, nor ever will, 
'till a better Phyfietan than thef& bruifes ^atmi under 
P- 79* her Feet.*' — So again^ in << £at Inftanoe of. jmn- 
ine Entbufiafm, (and in Truth ^e£t Madiee/s). whisa 

J". B ' , of TanfaJd'Leighy .cafoe 

and ihouting through the Town, 
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brfgne him, and faying, God had told him he fltonld 
be a JGi^f and tread aU his Enemies under his Feet i 
I fent him. Home» fays Mr. WeJUy^ immediately t9 
his Work, and advifed him to cry Day and Night 
to Ga/.*^ — This is aU that is faid, or done, in both 
Cafes. The Diforders were gone twt far^ beyond 
the Paroxjfms of 4i Fit ; no Laurelt to be gathered 
by undertaking a Core of fuch dijicult and tedious 
Operation, In thefe Circumftances he might trtjy 
&y, " what do you think I can do ? And there- Thyr*. 
fore he wifely taketh that Advice to Exorcip, never ^«™^«* 
to attempt any Thing above their Strength: To 112. ^ 
which is added the Example of St. Anthony, who, 
when a Boy, faid to be pojjejfed, was brought to 
him, immediately knew it was too potent a Spirit 
for him to ejgSi. And Pqpe Gregory (Dialog. Lib. i . 
Cap. I p.) fheweth, that the Man is pofTefTed with 
a Devil himfelf, who dares attempt the ExpnU 
Jion of .a Devil in a Cafe beyond his Ponjoet^'* 

We may alledge too what Irenaus hys of the 
pretended Miracles of fome Heretics, in his Days ; 
** They cannot drive away all De<xAU, but only 
thofe whom themfelves ha^ve put in^ I will pro- 
duce the 'whole PaJ/agey for the Sake of the Com- 
^tfr(/&« in feveral Particulars. *^ Simon, ^nd Carpo- Ub. jr. 
crates, and^ others who are faid to nvorA IVonders^ ^"ap- 57«^ - 
do it not by the Power of God; nor in Truth j nor 
^ointg any Good; but by magical Delujions and. 
Fraud, doing more Mifchief than Benefit to the 
credulous Perfons, whom they have feduced. For 
they can neither give Sight to the Blind, nor Hear- 
ing to the Deaf; nor drive away all Devils, but only 
thofe whom themfches ha've put in ; if, however, 
■ they do en)en this. — Much lefb can they raife the 
Dead."— 

Vol. IL (i. Whethef 
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• Whether tWe drfoti/vii MubuSts aittorffe iStf Jfe&- 
ihSfis are put in by Mr. Wefiey^^tam, (fbr fe& 
fiave their Claira). I leare dicmfilTes ta ^h ^ 

•their ^^x-/ Ci7*;^^w^. . . , • 

' The Expreflion above, of dwng i»«fv Hurt thM 
Good, fuggefteih one wort DtdaOion. ' For f • ani 
^crfuaded your Method, Mr. ^f/f^' Hat^ iW»^&f 
the Cure of feveral Perfons ; if hot occafioned their 
Death. After your contemptuous Treatment of Na- 
tural Mean?, and the Skilful in theit Frofeffkn as tf J 
Phyjicians of no Value ; (though both e^r45««ft/ ^^ G«i 
to gi<ve Eafe, and prolong Life:) — After your cal- 
S J^^nrn. Kng Application to Natural Me&ns, «* fending Pco* 
J'- ^- pie to the Dm/for Cure ; to Company, idle Baois 
md Di'verjhns r (which, with Submiffioft toyoHt 
fiipeHor Wif^Pfy maybe of great Ufe;)— What! 
Jenuine Methodift will think of confulting the Ttunl^ ' 
/v ; efpecially as Perfons dlfordered Uke thofe la 
Methodifm, have frort the very Nature of the Dif-^ 
cafe an A^erfton to the proper Remedies .^ This I take 
to have been the Misfortune of the Hitchens, who 
were as genuine Uethodip as can well be conceived ; 
plunging intp the Viciffitudes of Ught 4ind Dark-- 
' nefs, Prefumption and Defpair, Faith and InfideHtj t 
with every Peculiarity of 'wild Enthufafm]: 'Tltt 
their heated Brains threw them into that Calenture, 
and malignant Fencer, of which both of them diei 
And not a Word is mentioned, ita the Jceowtt of 
their Deaths, of Fhyfidan, Jpothecdry, Or^oAcf 
rational Remtedy and AMancc. ^ ^ 

This unnatural Cmfita may perhaps be defended 
SpecuU- from fome Popifl^ Exot^Ics : As of that '' Man^, who, 
ExempL y.^^^^ ^^y ij^Mp, f^j^ily confulted the Pfyjtaans, 
Dift. I^tajjta&^ay he (M/d^^rginMary come with a ^«Jf 
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Spabofid of k widi her moft iWeef Hand, as the/ 
went into the Chapel. Our Monk was exceedifigljr 
f^oiccd at this. But, when he pailed hy^ {he re* 
pdUd him 3vith Indignation ; ' Go, make life of 
your MeScinesj you ihall have none of mine^ fee^ 
ing yoii a]>ply to Piyficians, wtthtrat .depending 
«poQ M^/ Thv Moni bkjhfdy and jmmedittel^ 
duewaway all his Medicines ^ ** 

But, on the other Hand, Wierm obfenres; I^sftif; 
^ that true Ex^rdjts uied firft to purge die Poficfied ^^' 4- 
kom the hlaek BUe^ smd other peccant Hameurs^ be* 
km they fet about their CmiJHratiom. And h«^ 
gnres Ii^ances of Perfens perMUy cured "by F^-^ 
jfry when no Bxorciftm were of any Service.'* And 
a moie genmne Pafijf, the Aatber cf Compkn^um 
Jrtie E^imeijtk^^ (in D^arh. li.)owiieth> << that, MalK 
if the Ex9rcift doth not caU in a Pkx/Sciam, he will . Mdcf. 
kcnr great Danger ; I mjtAf, faith he, havkig J^^^ 
Iken fome EMeniftsy who have ilf&</ Men for Want p. a6i 
of die FhyfiHaefs JUvice^ to the great Detriment of 
their ConfiiemtetJ* 

This m^ he true. And yet there might be 
j|Kwf«r PtfM^^ on the other hand. For as fiur as 
Phyfa &onhl bring a Cttref or Affiftance^ ib far the 
Mepeaettiem of the Exorcift would Mkr Dindnntioit. 
And, if die Frtients were completely cured^ there 
W6fM be an Bndd aki thtit extraerdimiry Prephe* 
ekf, FifienSf Affieremcet^ and the kke^ which they 
utter in dMir fV//;— an End of the Art hereby 
tfnpttfyed lor rsuiuig a new SeSt^ or a new Saint i 
an End of ndracnhns Qaimu to^ Paprft and Me- 
thodijk muft be very fenfibte of Aich unlucky Qmfk'-* 
foences. W^ Matters brought to this Pals; who^ 
ihould ecftaticeLlfy predia the flourilhing^ State of the* 
Society? Wha^^/ their Relations in Heofven ? Who 
^' . * Qj^2. have- 
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have CMft and Angels attending them at tkor 
Death? Who abound in Re<velations ? So that» in 
Proportion as the difiempered Per/on h relieved, the 
Methodift is lofi. And to what Purpofe then have 
they made all this Noife ? 

In this View, one might as well advife the moil 

effeSiual Remedy of all ; that of nev«r comifjg among 

the Metbodiftsy by Way of Prevention j or leoFvivg 

them, by Way of Cure, or turning off their Leader, 

This happened to be the Event in the Cafe of the 

'Wier. l^uns of Kentorfy before related ; " the Perlbn who 

P* 404* £j^ brought thofe^r^ff^^ Convulfions, and uncommon 

Difientjters zmong them, SLnd Jpread the Contagion, 

no fponer married^ and apofiatized from the Society 

but the Fits immediately ceafed in the Nunnetyf and 

there was no more Occailon for Exorcifinsy or other 

fufernatural Interpoiitions/* 

In Cafes of Witchcraft too, faddenr and ftrange 
Cures 2XQ faid to be cffefted by the Death of the 
Vc]. II. Witch, The Eiftory of Witchcraft fays, « Ano- 
^' 3 • thcr Thing worthy of Notice is, that the Execu- 
tion of Tome that have lately died hath been imme< 
d lately attended with a f range Deliverance, — ^y 
the cruel EiFe^ of Witchcraft, and Force of the 
Devil, many poor People have been driven into. 
Defpair, their Minds being puzzled wit)i fuch 
Buzzes of Atheifm and BlaJ^hem^f as have made 
them even run diftra^ed vuith Terrors 5 who have 
wonderfully recovered upon the Death of the Witches^ 
Immediately follows a particular Inftance of '< two ' 
Witches, who, making the Room light hy their 
coming in, tormented a poor Woman into Diftrac- 
tion i but upon their Execution ihe wa$ prefently and 
perfe^ly recovered 2'' 

j« 40. Bat» 



f. ^. Btif, becftnfe I worid ftvotir Mf. 
1^^, as far as tire Natore of die Cafe w31 ad* 
iftJt; let nsfbr ctocefnppofei tiratlie IiaA adtu- 
idty pel farmed feveraF mraadom Ctresy and Femoiri> 
ed lk»B niatiy^ o^ hb Fbllowers'tl^e mafi horriNk 
D^rArs. Bur let ^&«»r likewife remexhber, t&ath6 
krongi^t tkefe CgAimkitr upon tlintt hhnfelfi (tmleft 
AtfSfNr BHift bear a Fart) and ** Jhiiek them to the 
Battb^ fyiAttmthef rvmtJ under Agmkr beyond all 
^e^riftim) hf ti^e Strei!gfk of h^ Preachments * 
And ^ae wfotk earefiil Bxamhuithte he ibund, tba€ 
«i[f oF tbem f»v# enej he dunks, exteptei) were 
9^nioii8 lA fi/ff^ fieaithj and had not been rab^e^l 
m 9H9 of any Kind, 'dU thtts^ eegeSed:* And then 
die Jktomtt w^ ^bmd dnis : ^ After tredUng them 
t ki fm^ m- Serier tf Tertmrs, he fet them damon jnfi 
nah9f9 he Uok them ttf, and kfi them^ as he fimnd 
thmH.'* Whic^ mByheflltf/hvtedhf a Story ftonr 
PMnlKafrhi De Eoeratis Genh* *' One Timarchus Vol. It,' 
lMda^fkldlofo^dcKvnMtodteZI^^7n>^>&e»rm; £<iPar. 
afaf peafiMmingdie frevhus Ceremonies. Having P* 5*9* 
comSMnied diere two Ni^ts and one Day, ht re- 
tained "wty chearfel^ wben iSas Friends had g^n 
fain over ibr loft;^: and fefeted many *wmdeffkt 
Things tbafrh^ had feenyza^ htard^ Hefaid, (I* 
life bis own Words) that, on his firft De/cent into the- 
Ofocnlar Deny hsfdkinlb^z horrid DarkneJ^i then 
tUfcing Refuge in Prayer and Fows, he lay in that 
Contidon for 2 long Time i imt wdil knowing 
1^4sdier he- was awaJ^ ov in a Drea^^ It istmedt 
as if his Beiad was- 'Mentfy /mitten,- with a iV^i^ 
aNm^Kog, aBd«&eS«tQr99tof ys SiuH feemedto-^ 
open, as if his Scul was making, its- Sxiti- After^ ^ 
iai£, bong brought into a purer Air^ he- began 

0,3. ca 
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Co hreathe agam after a long Opfriffiout was Jlrefch- 
$dx>Mty and grew higggr than be was hefor^j like a 
Sail filled with Wind. Then he ^, heard over lu» 
Head a fmally but very fweet Vm€\ and /^wilnf 
Mp^ he faw £ar/i& no more, but an infinite Number 
cxf Jhining Iflandsy as a foft Fire,, and delightfully 
varying their Colours. ^~ Batr upon looidng drvtm- 
nvardsf there appeared a Jorge Cbafm vcty territk 
4tnd deep9 full of a turhulent and confined Datknrfs.^ 
Whence were heard ten thoufaiid Rearings, and 
Groans f and HofwUngs of Children, and. Men nnngki 
%mth Women f and all Manner of tusnultueus Noi/esi 
This terrified him extremely. Afterwards, a Per- 
ion, not feen by him before, ihewed him the Region 
of Proferfina,^ bounded by Styx, and the Road to 
Hell, which makes the Souls that defcend thither 
rear out for Fear, PUtto inmiediately feizeth fome,. 
who fenhfar ^er \ but other lefs defied Souls' emerge 
again, and return to a ficond Birth. Then the 
Perfon bad him ^he gone^ But, fays Timarchm, 
* turning, to fee who it was fpoke to me, I was> 
again feized with a 'violent Head-ach, as if com«» 
preiTcd by Force ; and fo lof my Senjes, that I 
knew nothing of what was about me. But in a 
Httle time recovering, I foi|nd myfelf at the En* 
trance of Trcfhonius^s Dps, tsibere I firft ky. 
dorwnr 

It may be fome Satisfa^on to the Unkamei 
Reader to have fome Explanation of Trophonius's 
Den. Which I ihall do by a Literal TranfatioM 
from Paufanias* Bceotic. Cap. 39. — Plutarch* 
Ed. Par. Vol. II. Pag. 944. Philofirat. Ftt.. 
Apolloniiy Lib. 8. Cap. 19. ^ch^Ua in Arifiopha' 
vem. Nub. verf» 5:0^^ 
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** Tkis Tr^fhomus was a ctafty Fellow, and gx^ 
iiffmdy 'vmn-glmous ; and, though bom of a com- 
non Msrtah /iigfftii himMf to he the Sm ofJpoUo. 
He made, with the Afliftanceof his5r»/i&/r, a>^^ 
ierrafuan Cave^ or D^n; where he delivered Ora- 
cks to fuch as were tvifi enough to confult him. 
The CMjuiter, by way of Initfaihft, muft firft pre- 
pare himielfy by obferving a Conrfe of Ctajtity for 
certaiB Days 5 and by ofiering Sacrifice to Tropin 
mm ; the Sdoib/w^ity or Frr^, looking diHgently^ 
kit& the Enirmlf, [as the r/V?iMf of Mtiho£fm muft 
have their Hearts 9pm to Mr, Wefley, wtbout any 
Manner of Referve^'] that he may thence judge of 
&e Perfon's Fitnefsy and whether he may deferve 
to receive anr Ai^njotr. Thus prepared, he ap-, 
^t)acheth the De/ant, (for fo the Den is called) 
and lays himfelf down at the Entrance^ called the 
Jatred Mouik, Then, in a Moment, he is fnaicbed 
mueg^ and bmrUd iomm^ he knows not how. Head 
and Htels contraSed together, into the V2A fnbter- 
rmuan Camem. Here he is (b terrified with Ro€n-' 
ings, that he falls a roaring himfelf; or elfc is 
quite Jlnfefied, and almoft fenfeUfs, Then he hath 
a^' Sight of fome frophefying Dragons, or Ser^ 
penu ; whofe Wrath he mufl appeafe- by fome 
Cakes, or Bifcuits, (whick they muft bring with 
them for that Purpofe) that he may 'not be too 
unmerciful. He gets his Anfwery and becomes a 
^opket, partly from what he feetb, and partly 
from what he heareth. This is what Snidas termeth ^fl ^<x:« 
the LuiScrous Ittufin» of ^ropbonius under Ground, "T'^P^^"* 
All do not continue there for ^da^ fame Space of 
Tme, nor come out the fame Way f there being 
divers Communications, Windings and Holes to creep 
fiut. When the Cmfulter is. returned, afimfigd as he 

is, 
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is^ the JPrkfa jQBMiigtely ]daoe liim iipiii whtt B 
^Jiadi aiMxSsiU of Bdmmy, who^dKjMMRivliai^ 
aa to wbat he hatk >ar mut Btmd^ mi tke* ledl 
Urn Homcr fiitt pMkA witk gKar AiMiiinniif 
«ni TVmri amthor knowiq* Anm^^ tmr «(Am 
adynitliuiu [^* Neartfelka wcfetvo'MMttn^ 
one: caUock tfad Fowtain of FargBtfidn^ tbe adbr 
^Memu^x Of ^vUcfartkOi^dalira took: a.]Dtoio|^ 
befi»edv9ir j>$A«ifr •MhertO' fai^ •r wnwibtf 
theur B^fmrnoA. ' Ate. «i» AksaacL Ubw 6. 
Caj^ z.." Hoftce Nk* £Rs/Vs Pii^ua^ aceondBi^ 
ta th« QuaUtx ef t]^ iVttw,. ttigltt^ lesm dikcr la 
AtMundWy MrFiv^fl^ ufitolMB MfffM ExmnrntHm 

aUttla|is9e ke ncmnri biLSm/n, ad ftnaodiiMl^ 
U^iW/fili ^ Ltmfjbing. Fosvtiy fen? wen cwtf 
lminn»lo^/ai9ifr4p(tea«Di4r' Mb? MBa^Kft ikkr 
ly tht fiofrm.of dMfc Placid «r tbe .fi^%i ^ <lr 

and mr^ ^tfie^ "^ H0 haAi^WlHi w %*ofkmM%' 
JkM2^' il waf ncwAxjr fee tU;^ vho ictaBafid Jpam^ 
tibe %2Mtf, to> fff^feive Mj«rr«fe^.o£ whiil tbqr 

Jfmmals have been jpan^al ia ibii iKh} Aa^ 
Aii^W^^aitl^ << thai Jbe- iloA. diC gnw thb: J^- 
eoimtftpon^ Uenrjojfj }»m il|^ f> erfaa ia}i, i;ji0u;Zai|%* 

Wk«n tine Gtf^ ?rp/ik«nv .ma dbn4 (f(»v ^ 
fesiBSt ]ie ^fiatrwd hinfcift ia ctvkr M cAomi i» 

aad w1m9 csairi^d oo: the frmkp. wcRrceOaiiiP^cH 
MMMV. caUadi TpofJ^aAg, wbo ware pnpnfy ^ 
hi3akzTii»9itkeW9rido/tJkJMlmtt^ bMHeamedovft 
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imhr andlikewife dfewherd, «< that die Ssiylt Vol. It 
Fn'ces were heard, and they Jimg wt their PrtphiciiSf "' ^ * 
while they were whirled about in the Orh of tbi 
Meen.^^ Whereby^ I ftqypofe, he would infiau- 
ate» that thefe OraeU-mongert were a Sort of 
Lumaiia. 

By thefe Refirencis I am fenfible how much I 
have s^pin expoTed myfelf to the Cenfare of not 
keeping to my Tiile- Paget which • mentioned only 
hUtbodifts amdFapifts, But a Cow^arifin from Hea- 
tbens may be as good. 

f. 41. Mr. Wefiy will, without Doubt, take 
the Advantage of my SuppoTal, " that he hath 
adaaUy performed feveral miraculous Curesy But 
diia was only a Suppofal.. And perhaps he will 
foon complain^ (and not without Aeafon) that I 
am explaining bis Miracln oFweg i For, if we iin- 
derftand by a Israeli, fuch an extraordinary and 
wonderful £iFeA, as can be wrought by God oIomoj 
(whatcarer Infinmenit he may. ufe) for the Mani« 
legation' of his Power, or Confirmation of ibme 
Divine Meffage; — in this lbi£i Senfe, I mnft ab- 
foiutely nmtbdroFW my Suppofition. But, if we un- 
deiibnd by Miracle fuch extraordinary and wonder- 
ful Effedls, as cr/a/«(/£mrfi are permitted to caufe* 
for Inibnce, . Diabolical and Magical Operations ; 
— or thofe farprizing EfFedls, which Mafs* 
Priefis, Mountebanks^ Jugglers^ and other Lnpofiors^ 
can work by Sleight of H^nd, and Imposition 
upon the Senfes ; — or, again, fome unufual and 
ilrange Operations within the Powers and Laws of 
Naturcy though unkown to us; — I Ibrefee no /«• 
toievenience, in any of the& lower Senfes, in allnu^ 
hg the Suppofition ; Becaufe thefe Operations are 

no 
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•» • • 

f. 42; L«t mi enquire therefore, w&at Sort of 
Boopk have ..ofiially dtctivid Maoldad by fadi 
Means ; aad particularly with Refped to tfurmtfi^ 

: Sotb AndoDts and Modntis m faid lafaifs pei- 

formed Wonders of this Nature by Naiural MagUy 

tt. a. proloaiid l^aowkdge of Fkufieal Rgmedus^ 

PCo. Such, they tell us, is the << Jgmu CafhiSy Qt CUfi^ 

L|b. X4* lami ; a Shrub efficacious in Hyfterics^ FbrenfieSy 

Theoph! md Bitii^s cf Sifpeius I and whidii the ^F^msmt, in 

Bodsi/ iltitktCtQfri^mttfiUMffttriat ufedtocsny wtdi 

^.^^^ them to pidem Oieir O^iyr •-«« Soch k the 

Pwftrg. Htab Nypmam^ called aUb Sin j4biii4Wmrt mk 

P* 551* SScan^Deiil} good in Madn^ V^fmnrsy Md m 

ilm^^ m r^ifikig Fkf^ Diftcnpon of ait vaaooouC- 

abk Nature, wok coming wtthoat a maniM: Caiifc> 

but particulaily potent to core Purfoas foffhfidt wbA 

dixft wxay thjR DmmI ^ But thoic, who air it, m 

generally Vof^aikmdGtmft^ or Agmtt of SaUmy or 

Compl. ibmedflutt rW l^^MiMbM^/.'*— -'^ Fofi/k Exm^fit^ 

Exorc. rocommemd it as effe^hial j i«f Ci89iindiGn. witfe 

^-3o>3i« their Mjwiahm. isrpMtiA^SatfMv ta Flight/'-^ 

Raym. And to lemovo 9& Douht, ^ F9fe Ahxtmder h Co^ 

Luliius/ engaged ^d countiianded the Frkfts ^ i^thtf^ 

d'eC^i^. Hiri(fGraci,' {or A^ fonffifying the f^le^ and 

ttfleot. driving aw»y the Snares of the BtvH,^ "-^a^ht 

Btiamc. p^ 3941;:—^^ Dm ^x9Hy t remembeiv. 

talked of fomt-J^o^SMii of thatfo^ereign lSFatQit» 

aa to heal all > Wounds, particidariy of JEt^ghr 

Errawi. '• BQt,:^a8 thefe Seergis haive not fkllen^tritlnii' 

^ theOompaiirof myStttdiety aid I ifv^OQld not ia^ 

• ■• . . ' -• '^uie* 
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^mm '^it Kegida^ Pig/kfaji, I hm done witU 
Aidoig Fj|^iM!f ndthiiig ts more eomnoii diail 

liMur S»ii^ of tMJhmpers. tuted iy tbeir Ddtmus. 

Ssch U thftf ^ '< Bfiulafiks^ fttiothef Sfmious S^ V. Max. 

snd iittiiiBditttly iriicting «tt ftom ft iBortal /)^ ^* '* 
«9^^ -* ** Aftd chat of Bdakni, who not only gives Pauian. 
ost Pnjfifkki, but hath AiMdl^i 4C/ lAiW y^ it// ^"^^^ 
i/imfim both«^iich arepaffdrmed by one of ^* '^ 
li^irttd PH^jh:* >-^B^ wcM the ^ff^, of 
Fd g ^ h e i td PfieJIs rf Cybek^ Who Ibolkd about With 
^the Af^dM^i of dirir G^idh^ upon them, gathering 
a Jifointenance under Pretenee of Oilh to Cyhde ; 
for which 4iMy pi^mifed ft higfi l>egi^ of ^^ i»^^ 
Mb/ i^Fi9^'/f,-^Snch, in ktef Times, ftre the 
*^ ^^R%^hM«y/W9W*4)^ wko {fts BufiepUus re- Ipift. ^ 
Uteth) mmbU about under tariouft Appearances and 
j^(^ ^ tukSinufr^,'"^ Such again liie Tamuli^ and 
eiheis te JMI^ who ai<e ft Sort of Maginans, and 
play die ^mo Frnnkfl ad^ d6 fbe :^mr^ Jlf^^^ msr^ 
«r 0»^ Mi^k$Mfl^ This Accoimt we hare in the 
Hijkij4f ikr B^OHgeHcitl Mifi&tiy lately puMiihed 
by Pnff^ffh^'Fpimtks'i ♦* Thefo Men (who are p. 67. 
cftUed Enehmtrf^ D^l^thi^t>efif and Praphefyers) 
hnogatd to themfehes die Power of driving away 
JEW/ S firth by the Help of othfcr ^nms^ Or 7W^- 
Jbr^ Dnties, Tliey work Mh^ies^ and diieoVer 
j^^^ by the Herb Gfin^a^ wikh throweth Aeni 
into divers vehement A^tikkiHSs and prodttceth ter- 
¥^ Eflbas. Thou^ often if » ^ffiy ft comterfdi 
Panatkai Uadntfs ; ftftd the Uthfiw hftth been de- 
ttfted. — They affirtn, that, if they ftrongly fee 
their Thoughts updn any one Thing, and firmly 
idieve it to be God htmfrlfy or that CW w' frejkni 

there. 
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tbeitf he rudfy isfo. Wkence it is no Wonder^ diat 
they infift fo much upon Faitb, and promife J^ 
Tjona ofSahation-aud Pardon of Sim to idl^that have 
this Fmtb ; althou^ they want the other lequifitt 
Qualifications. Their Penitence confiib in Faftings^ 
WatcbingSf Pilgrimages.^ Macerafians of the Body^ 
and leaving thiir Families. They direfl Onfis to be 
procured, facsed to their Idols, to contain their 
Gains in (broiling, and enjoin abfolute Obedience to 
the Prieft, as well as Cenfeffitm to him. And if any 
contra^ a Difiemfer by any Hardfhips in following 
them, they promife ample Reward by a future 
New Birth, Their Self-Severities 9X^ fo great, as 
to carry away all the Glory ^ which Popi^ and other 
SaintUngs p];opofe by affli^ing the Bosfy., And by 
obferving wj^atever thek God Bjnma itnprinteth on 
their Brain, they (hall be ingulf hed into the Deity. ^^ 
But fo far are thefe Penitents from aoquiriag Humi" 
lity by their corporal Severities, that, highly JHu^Ud 
wth Pridit they defpife all,oth^» as unworthy of 
their Society, who no longer feel any carnal Dtfires, 
Among thefe Penitents there is no Scarcity of evi- 
dent Deceivers. -^TYicy are wont to boafl much [of 
their Froy^j, and attribute to them.<i«?riV«r/» ocoiKr 
derful Effeits in curing Difiajes, .driving out Serpents 
and Evil Spirits : And they have i^eraX approved 
Reme^es to expel Sin^ Pojf^ffsons, and Witchcraft^ 

Of the fjime nu^ical £ind ,are the wonderful 

Performances of JpoHonius Tyan^eus, as related by 

PhilofratuSf in Oppojition to die Miracles of Chrifi. 

(Unlefs the whole Recount be mere FiSimt.) 

Vit. *' When his Mother was with Child, (he had a 

^^' (tange Vifion of the God Proteus, famous for tunb- 

Cap. 4! "^S himfelf into various Forms ; .who faid to her« 

'^J[ .am Proteus., and you fiiall bring forth itnr.' 

For 
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For Trokus wsis Teiy ftnfting mid enfy^ and fi» 
^'ckly chaBgmg into another Shape, that he could 
not be MM^i/. And the Progrefi of this Difcouiie 
will ihew, that ApoUmm was a greater Prophet 
than Pr&iiusy and could better extricate himfelf > 
from alipoft infuperal^e Difficidties, when reduced 
to a Naa-f/fu, He was admired for Miracks^ Fri' 
diaiw, exteUing DrtnU, &c." The fame Author ^.^^ 
mentions " one Jntmbust a Man of h^vferMc BiU, Lib. !!• 
who often had Coieoerfatkm nmth E/culafius^ who 
taught him Uti&Artif HeaUng:'' 

§. 43.. The'fame Fretemes €md PraGices were 
common among the Principal Htretia in the Primi' • 
tvve Church, Let Simon Magus firft make his Ap- 
pearance, '• who ufed ^^rr^rrVi, and hewitched the A£hviu« 
People of Sam0uriat giving out that himfelf ivas fome '* 
Great Ofte. To whom they gave Heed^ — fio^^g* 
This Nan is the Great Poiver of God:' — " Bccanfc 
he could not obtain the fame Gifts of Healing, and 
cafting out Devilst-mxHi Apojiles, having m Part or 
Let in this Matter i from Ambition and Avarice he 
became a Dealer in Magic, ufing Incantations tmd 
ExorcifmSf and pretending to work divers Miraeks^ , 
He carried about with him ixis Mifirefs Helena, 
whoxn he czX^iH;^ fijl Conceptiop of his Mind, and , 

initiated into Hs^^^rieii 1 2Xi4 it was one of their 
heffahle Secrets to ftt^andam^Kse the A^inds of the 
Hearers, and ^caufe a StupefaGion, Lofs of Senjisf [ 
o^dMadnefi. , After rendering th^m infen/att, he. 
x2j£t)iPhantafifis and Apparitions, of no Stability or 
IWadon; and perfuaded his Followers^ that they 
were ^ Hie Je/us, and had, by a Sort of Circulation, . 
the fame Soul <with him. He could afTqme the 
Shape of a Serpent ; Ihew himfelf with tv:o Faces, 
Vol. n. R ^^ 
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(a fts not to be d%ovavd ; ksA even the P4culaiit 
Pii^Ugi of txwxsfomdag hinlelf mtp ou&ii^imr 
Siafe he j^eafed. Somedmes, under a PieCmce tf 
Kitidnefsi he wovld invite People to a /W^« and 
there bring upon them divers ^f«M^ Difeafest and 
tTVtf/ Denfils. But to (et all i^C agam> he pie- 
tended to fy it/t9 th$ j^Ty and bring down aii Spm 
e/ goodTk'ftgi.'^ That I 'tkuy not in the leaft from 
Hiftofjy any one »ay fee, that wiii confslt Ire- 
fueusy Lib. I. Cap. ao. and Lib. II. Cap, 57. 
Eufehius Ecclef. lUf. Lib. II. Cap. 13. NUephar. 
Calliftus Hift. Lib. II. Cap. 27. cum multis alUs. 
AHaftaJha Nkanusy Quadl. 23. in Sacr. Script, fajrs, 
*<~that, when fome Perfons deemed $imm an Im* 
fofiinr. he invited diem to a fntmJtd Feaft^ and 
there fubjeded them to Variety of Difletufers emd 
Dennli^ And I find from Fromman, de Fafdnat. 
pag. 1063. *^ that he treaud u netuxMtm eut of 
an old Piece of Brafir 
Lib. I. • henaus gives an Account of ** Marcusy a Dilci- 
Cap.8^9. pit of' Simon Magusy who muft needs imprrue upon 
YaiMafter, Mining lu^crous Deiufions with the 
Wickednefs of Magicy he was thought hereby to 
nxfork Wonders among Perfons depritfed of their 
S^nfesy and gone out of their Mind. So that he fe- 
daced Numbers of Men and Women, making 
Converts to himfilfy as the noft knowing, moH 
ferfeBi and endued with Penner from on High: — 
A XXKXt Forerunner of AnHcbrif. -Fw-he would torn 
^t Eucharifticai Wine into Bloody axid thereby do 
Miracles 5 whereby he drew afte^him mferabU Wo- 
meuy and drove them to Madnefs, By the Help of 
^.'D^emon\iepropheJied2l{Oy and made as many as 
were worthy to partake of his Grace to prophej^ 
likenrnfcy efpecially - Rkh Wemeuy whom he would 

thus 
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t&05 floHtr^ ' Part«k» ^u of im^ Grac*^ iMOXie, 
the Father ahaa^ feetk tky Angel befire hit Face. 
But the .Place df thy Greatnefs is in «£. It bfc- 
hoveth «f #W9 tp iOome one. — Behead Grace fs 
c<aae upon tbee, ojpen thy Mouth, and prpphefy." 
Then by frefli htvocations be Jir/hs her into un 
Ameexenant and Stupor. The Woman thus fiiffed 
up and ftukifitdj bec<»ncs ;&M/A/intO an'Opiaion Df 
her beginning to frofhejyi and when the Heart 
heats ftronglyt^ grows haidf ihe talks dclirionfy^ ut- 
ters v^hatever rajh and light Things come upper- 
jnoft ; the Soul growing audacious and immodefiy by 
being heated 'with empty Air. Then ihe afibmes the 
Title of a Prophetefs; rewards her h/pirer mth 
PrefentSy and even with the Camnmmcation of her 
Bod^^ defirous of being united to him in every Re- 
fpcdt. Others^ who are Proof agaioft SedueHert, 
avoid, anathematitUy and fly ^nom this *wild Society, 
The fame Marcus abufeth many Women with Phil" 
tresy and other Allurements^ inflaming them into a 
Loioe of him. His Difiiples take the fame Method 
Qf fidueissg Womeuy and calling themfelves the 
PerfeSOnesj as if the jipofiles yfzxt not equal to 
them, who alone have ih'aitk the Gresttnefs of the 
Knvwk^e of the Vnfpeakahle Ponster j whence thfcy 
are free to do any Things having no Manner of Fear 
in the leaft. Some of thefe ddaded People re* 
turned to the Truth, and openly confedbd theii 
Error ; others, ajhamed of what they had done; 
withdrew themfelves privately." — AniOng St. C^-^ 
frian^s Epifles is one to him" from Firmianusy giving 
the following Account. " A certain Woman hath Epjft ,7.^ 
ftarted up here, who in Ecfafic Fits would pretend 
to be a Prophetefs, aiid flie afted thus as being full 
if the Holy Ghof, She was fo actuated by the 
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Timer of Tome Principai Damonfy that fear a long 
Time fiie decnn)ei the Fraternity ; and per&imiiig 
fomtwsndtrfu/amifortentvusTidngSy ihe engaged, 
that fie *ajfmldjbake the Earth, By which lyes 
and Brags ihe brought the Minds of many' into a 
Kefolution of following her with an impHcit Obe- 
tBence ; particularly a JUly Prieft, and a Deacorty fo 
far as to be her Companions in Bed; which ^ was 
afterwards deteftcd." Upon which the Comment 
tator obfervethy * that the Faith is feldom oMte- 
rateJ, without the Pf-oftitution of Chaftitj^ And 
as to the Boajl of fiaking the Earth ; the rafturmts 
Tart III. Bourignon, (Light rifen in Darknefs) hath the fame 
^'"•*^' Power from fl;?tfa'«: : " It was faid to me. Thou 
Jhalt Jhake the Earthr And fhall Mr. Wefley be 
3 Journ. hfs fanxierful'? " In mufing (faith he) upon which 
p. 4S., Words, my Soul was fo exidarged, that I could 
have cried out, * Gi*oe me inhere to Jtand^ and I 
will Jhake the Earthr-^ 

$. 44. Having in thefe Relations a little. deviate 
cd from the Pointy concerning Exorcifms and mira^ 
cuIqus Cures ; it may be proper to fupply that De- 
/polog. fi^' — Tertullian^ fpeaking of the Pa^^m Damons, 
Cap. »2. i^ys, " They arc evidently very beneficent in the 
Cure of Diftempers% for they frf do the Mifchief, 
and then frefcrihe a Remedy ^ 'wonderfully new^ or of 
m contrary Tendency : Afhr 'which they ceafe to tor* 
menta and then are thought to cure, &c.'* fFierus 
PrafB ^^^^ * Chapter or two, " Upon the Devil's healing 
Li iV, Difeafesonly by ceafmg to torment." And gives 
^P- n> for a Reafon of fuch Kindncfs, that ** he doth it to 
encourage Idolatry, or fome 'wicked DoSrine^^ Ac- 
cordingly the Ve^l was fo good as to keep his 

Wonl 
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Worf wkh one of Mr. ^O^'s PcfiJiJ; " If Hi, 5jou'm 
Mr. f^e^^ comes, I will let thee be quiet, and * 
thpa fludc be as if nothing ailed thee, 'till he is 
gone." Su€h Encouragement dtitb Saian give to Ide- 
tboSfin. — Sttch another Inftance we have of the* 
DrtnPsKitubufi in Mr:jfefiey\ Account of that mife- 
able Wommy who faid, '' She bad given htrfelf to 3 jouni« 
the Jhivilp &c, and then began projfing to the P* 9>« 
ZVv/7. Bat, at laft, < in a Moment God /poke Pence ^ 
eend fiilied the Ematf and Avenger ^^ If this was 
an AB of Goodnefi in Sainn ; the Author of the 
Comfkmene. Art. Exonifi, hatk a Parallel Ca/e, 
•^ which, he faith, hjqppened to Umfelf. ' While Pkrt I. 
i was exorehsing a WoBum, named JfideUa^ I com*- ^^^o^«^ 
manded the Devil to de&end into the little Naii of 
htr kit Foo^.' The Devil anfweied, < I will not 
-do this, onleft jem reqnefi it dwlfy^ We then con- 
tended together a long while ; ^^ in the Strength 
t£ his ennn Pride^ and I in.the Name of J4fni ; fi> 
Ihat the £«»/ OffT hoped to coooe off /7iSMM;ry and 
added frefi Tortnres to the affliSed Wbrnao. At 
Jen^h, griaronly dfcd, ha^dng fisiight for £ve 
Hoon, iff God's legation I took up the Tedfima- 
.eky ia which was the Ewharifty and pottia^ k on 
tdBotWoman's Httd, dried out fevetai Times, aad with 
a kiod Vofce, « I^erkordid Signm.' When, to- 
Ihe AfioiiiibkiMBt of all» ^ie -DMi went amgr 
mi paid Obetteeca" A eve btMCe of Exor^ 
eifiical Virtue. 

Bat, if Mr. Weflty chufeth to fay, that Satan la 
^ QoLi^mm ftiVod ly hit Prmfer^ rithftr than the 
Good-will of the voicked Sfirity -^ I ntuH be con^ 
tented widl* a Par^Uk ok two, ton Pofifi} Recover 
rier ofCoHttra&i mOde vnth Satan. Ignatius ii^ a fare 

on^theie Qccafioaa. " A yoon^ Man having BtrtoH 
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by firmal Caventmt pawned his Soul to the t>eviT\ 
he was hereby ehaUed to perform divers Things, 
cither truly, or apparently, miraculouj, Afterwaitis, 
grievoufly eottvinctd of Sin^ he applies to the Jt- 
fuits for Diii*veraiKe, and they to the Protedion of 
their Founder. The young Man is adviied to snalae 
an equally formal Ahjurationt of the Dfvil; whkh 
he did, full of Horror amdTremSh'ng,^ and ready to 
be cbotdtid. The Jijurati^n is laid upon the Mar 
of Ignaiius^s Chi^l'r foon after a Sort of htffhg 
Sound is heard by all the Covpany ; and the Devil 
came, (feen by one of the Jrfidti) brought back 
the OontraSf put it under the Jltar^Cbthy and 
then vaniihed. Gkay was ^ven to God and Sk 
Jfgnatius,^^ 

We lead another fuch Tale in tbo Ufo of Si. 
^^ ^ Gifirmde. ^' A certain Man, upon fome. profitable 
Conditions, made an exfrefs Covauuit *voith tie 
Vevnlto deliver hiniielf up to him on fuch aDay 
and Place. The ladySaha took what Pains (he 
could to refcne the wretched Creature, fiat the 
Cmtra& was abfolute^ and go to ^9; Demi hemufl^ 
and will. She thenpennits him to make good his 
Engagfmtnt^ provided he would take her with hhiK 
Acccndin^yhc takes his Horfi^ ^tkt Smm moasSi* 
ed behind him, and prefcnts hiftsielf to Saiait. 
But no foone» did he fpy St. G^ffinudr, but he ie«- 
hnquifheth his Pivy, and takes- to* his Heeb, utta^ 
ly abaihed.*' 

^ ^. 45^. It hath been a pretty common- Notion^ 
that he who can put the Dml in^ can likewife 
poll him out. An Example or two of this- 1 have 
given before. And as Mr. Wejhy hath fofficiendy 
triumphed ixi having this Power over f^ Meiko^ 
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£p ; it retaands me of the famous Impoftpr AUx- ^"^'^ 
mtdefn in Lucian. ** He had a good Capacity, hot ^^^''^ 
made an /// Uft of it ; wad exeeeding cra/fy, a^tve, 
hli,^ and expofitlg himfelf to Dattgifs and Udtrd- 
fiips. He took upon himfelf to be the Succiffir tf 
^Uadui TyaM4eus \ fet op an OracUy attered ?r^ 
f^cies, engaged to free the World from Dijeafif, 
BefiHimch^ EartbftudeSf &c. All who gave no 
Otdit to him, diofe efpecsally who expoied his 
Imfoftures^ he calamniated and damned as Atbeijts 
andChrifiumsi and }spf fuch Arts fUUgtdTSasiKA aU 
the /^«a»£mpire. One of his Tricks was this : He 
put a young Serpent into a Goofe-Eggy the Cracks 
being artfully cemented i and the next Day out he 
comes, Qiaking his leefi* Locks f and mountiag his 
.Rffftrum^ proclaims the Happinefs of the Cify, who 
ihonid foon receive a Pre/ent God, Nearly the 
whole City, Men, Women, and Children, were 
afiembled, and flood ftupefied^ pr^ing^ and adoT" 
ing. The Oracle-monger^ having muttered out ie* 
veral Things concerning Jpollo and E/culafdus^ broke 
the Goofe-Egg, and out Harts the Serpent-God^ to the 
Amazement of the SpeSaton, who loudly pro- 
claimed their Happinefi, Away goes the Prophet 
with the ntw-bom Efcnlapiust the Tiuice-horm ; and 
f^fecnnd Time out of a Goo/e. AQ the People fol- 
low him, full of Enthufiafmy and mad nmtb Ex- 
peQ^tion. — The Serpent very foon grew into a huge 
Dragon^ 

' The Hijhry of Witchcraft (as I could eafil/ 
ihew) affords Parallels to almoft all the Circmm- 
fiances ofMethodifm ; particularly as to the horrible 
•Farts of. it /< It appeared upon the Exa^mekion Vol. IT^ 
4/ Bru^et Bijhopy thait thofe bewitched by ^er P* ><^ ' 

w«Ke ondly. tomeiiDsdt If ibe did but caft an * 
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Sji on Chan, they wei« p^^inuhf Jirktk daifm» aftd 

m fuch a Maimer, that .thexe ooul4 be ho Demi m 

the Matter. But, a$ fi^oa ^ >^^ touched them with 

herHand, when they lay in their ^k<M0«;,.diex 

woald immed(0tefy re*i^*ve, and not.t^ the 7 ouch tf 

^uy ofte e^e. Beitdes, upon foo^e particulur Adbos 

of her Body, thty. fr^tty and p^fiiUy foil into 

tie like P4S^«r^j,.-e- She had faid too,/' that As 

c^\x\i Mot he troahled toite the A^ded thus toi- 

VoLII. tfientadJl— »** Agab, we hear of Jtheir inocihiig 

'* ^^' 4(n98.mth a Look, a&d .the9 makiiig the AEii£^ 

^tifi; ajod thek appearing fodtietimes clomtbtd 'wUh 

. Others, htwraver, are ^ » different OfimeiB; 
and^ maiitram, that ** One Devi/, Wtzard, or 
iWitch, cioi eoimteraB thd Deeds of another, and' 
•^fffonn Curei in Qfpeifition ..to him.** This diey 
argue from thte Jifferaa Banners. emd S^AonBaatiem 
among wicked Sfirits^ Horaa plainly, is of diis 
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In Hier. 'Eufihius &Lp^^^x&t ** JpoUouius, corej . Diflbffiperi^ 
^ap* %<^' and expelled £)a»sans in this Mami^, o»e De^ 
De Fafc. Jff the He^ ^ another :^ -^ Ssnmftan hring«th fyut 
^h 3* -ExankpfasB 6£ Perfo&s reiie'vci By C^krerx emd M- 

idMeny when gnevou^ tocmeatedh^r Witebm* «r 
Vol. II. In. the Eiftory of Witchcraft, " there is much 
^ ^ TaHe of « ij^hku mtch,' as Mi- of a <whimj^gel, 

vho would fimittmes rtfcue ChaUrcn ftoiti ihr 
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^^' nm. e0tia&» Jtuhf that a>^Mtf« Whu^d^isck «ia# Air 



( 189 ) 

thH a Wiscard can fometimes cure Difiimfers, wUch 
the Pkyfaian either knows not^ or cannot cure." — - 
The Authpr of Omflm, Art. Exoraft. fays, *' i>*. DoOr.s. 
viis wtU iometimes be }}iVL% fahaaryy in order to 
gain Sntii t9 themfelveis ^^'^ obtain Dindue Bonour^ 
of which they are very AmhiHoiur " I myfelf» 
fays he, faw and heard a Witch con&fs, that 
though fhe had i^itrttd mdXky, yet fba had rnred 
others, Damomacsasul^Jiimpered People, by Incbatti- 
ments ; and then did Ikgtage to Ludfer, tJbe Greater 
Angel. ^'^ — Thyr^etu proves theDo£bine, of Devils Daeraoa* 
ieing expelled by Devils^ by divers Inftances of Ma- ^^ ''^* 
gicianst who made a Trade of this Pra£lice. Such 
were thofe mentioned by St. Gregory, (Dialog. 
Lib. I. Cap. lo.) who undertook to free anohie 
Ladjf from a De^ly by magical Inchantments. And 
they really did free her. But in the mean time they 
opened a FaiTage for a whole Legion of. unclean Spi- 
rits to enter into her. And, by the juft Judg- 
ment of God, from that Time ihe was agitated by 
as many drange Motions, and broke out into as 
many Cryings and Roarings, as ihe had Devils 
within her." — In general, it is a known Cafe, 
that ^wicked Men have done Miracles of this Natttre, 
And that Popery may not go- without its Share of 
i\it Black Art ; I ih all here (to fave myfelf the 
Trouble of confulting the Originals) tranfcribe a 
few Paffages from Brockkjby^ Gofpel-Theifm. '* The p. 3og. 
Miracles of the Legendary Lives of the Saints fecm to 
be of the fame Cbara^er; not wholly Fictitious, 
but in Part Realities ; but fuck Realities that are no 
better than the Feats of Magic, Of the Catalogue 
of Popes no lefs than four and tvjenty are iaid to be 
addifled to the Magic Arts. — Fa/acsdus Tentporum 
reporteth, that in the Tenth Ventury Magic, and the 

Art 
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Alt of makiiig CharmSf Mfid • iifOjifching Tt&pUy, 
-was tflmoft the mAy Lemming of the Prie/s,r^hi 
Ctfe ' ^fain th^y call thefe CuVm of DMeafes, Eufd- 
p.*?6^ ' «tM 5 »id in tiiat CooHtty the Learning of Af^pV 
was fomedme allowed and frofeffed \ for in the 
.Aaulmy^ of Salamanca they taught both ^batrff 
•Sitd Gsity in ^ 'PuiJici Sehoils,^-^ Magic is tiD 
•Strang at 72to». A Btfiop very dear to Pofe 
'fHdkias V. Wte^hewittbeJ init an incurablt Difcaft\ 
iK^hereDpon Application iMik4nade to that Pope^ 
igrant a- Dijpmfiaitm to a ff^cb^ who undertook (if 
it might be allowed) to bewitch her to Death, that 
had bewitched the Bifl?op. The Popo granted thf 
DiJ^fatmi and the Bufinefi was dc»e ; the Witch 
firft Sed^ and then the Bijbop recovered.^ Now» if 
any have cavfed Timilar BJliids- from fimilar Prin- 
ciples, they may think their Meibcd ivarta»t<d ly 
ihis Pcpal Dijfenfation^ 

S* 46. But <' hold, fay the Motbodifli, and 
MT.WiJlf^f^ yott are running too M. 9^$ are a, 
'$€& ofSaintt: OuTxTiocbir perferai^ thefe Won- 
iders by Chrifiian Mkhods, iy a Drvim PofOjer^ ht 
the Niwie tf Jifusy and e/pecialiy by Sacred Hymm 
mnd Pr€C^ifs^'* 

Their rod Saintflnp I am not much inclined to 
own. Bnt as to Matter of Faa 5 Mr. Wejley hath 
. ib often aflerted miraculous BeaUngSy and cajiing 
9ttt Devils, to have been the EiFe^ of bis (fome- 
times jointfy .vinth his Followers) Religious Offices^ 
Pra^ in particular^ that there is no Occaiion of 
citing exptefi ' Vajfoges, Nor need I difallow his 
Account^ *»— any. farther than may be collected frcHn 
the foregoiixg Deduiiions. 
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I wiQ ventureljkfwire td zS\mhmi thu I €lt- 
tertain a very high Notion of a BJeJ^ attcndmg 
OAali Religioufr Cbriftian Exetci/esi more efpeci- 
ally of the Prevalency, of Prt^er, towards resnoviag 
the feveral . Miferies incident Co Hutnan Lifei — 
higher fiill of the ^fficaty of the fervent Pra^'er of 
^RigitteQus Mtmt approaching his Mfiker with the 
nqmfiti ^ariptur^U Ratifications, ^d yet, I 
ihouid deem it an umjuarrantahh Fttfumptimk 'even 
in a Righteous Man, to expefi a Miracie immedi- 
ately upon his Petitions ; or pretend to krmv, that 
^ fttfematural Remedy will follow, and that in a . 
^^ment. As a proper Ralifiioiiony I ihould. rc^ . 
^nire better Principles, Temper, and Behaviour, 
than can %s y«t be . difcemed* , in- one who fecms 
ibnd of being thought a Cwmmg Man ; — or In the , 
Body of his Difciples % a large Part whereof I iin- 
cerely beheve to he Perfons of ^s Htfer and inrbu* 
ht a Spirit, as any at pnefenC in the Natiott. . Un^ 
cmmptt CfaimSf «md pritentkd Marks of S^ntjh^^ 
are hy ^ Means wanting ; but the gensune Marks 
^ a dmftifmy to me at leaift, Sre intmfihle:' Nor - 
would they be injured by a Compamfon ixjitb *• 5/. Kifodav 
Chorine of, Sienna 5 who being in an ELcftafy; our * ^"^' 
Wdcaais and imprinted upon her bis ^^ IVmnds , ^p,, '-q^ 
^t the Minb 'Oiere interior, and did' rot appear 
Qid'wardiy.. This Favour was granted' to her great 
Hmility, which .moved her. to obtain of Heavenf 
'that the Marks might not hefeen'" — No Doubt i^nt 
W0 fhoiild have wfibU Pro^y were the* Methodifts 
to fabmit to St. Gaera's' Operation ; «« Whofe Body Baling, 
i^ opoiedy and her Heart diffiaed, tbe Repie* « 4"8' 't* 
dotation of G&r^/ Pit^mt appeared as- plainly as^ 

ifitbadtecttww^."— 

If I 
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•If 1 amnoteAfily impofcd upon by extraorM- 
nary Pretenfibm of this Nature ; fome of my Rea- 
fim may appear from the following Examples : That 
it was no uncommon Thing among the J^ews to 
zi/e Curious (i. c. Magical) Arts^ in order to re- 
move Difiafesj and dri\re out Damons^ and even 
by the moft fcemingly Holy Means^ We have Proof 
Ch. xl». from Scripture, Thus, in the JSs of the Jpofiles ; 
Vcr. 13. „ ^^ certain of the Vagabond Jews, Exorcrp, 
took upon them to call over them that had evil 
Spirits, the Name of the Lordjefus, &c." — The 
fame Game we find carrying on in ^t. Juftin's 
Tom. 11. DiP^s: " Evil Spirits are pleafing themfelves with 
^j''*'. the Shadow 0/ Honour, -while tiiey deceive the FoU 
^\-j. ' lowers of Chrifi : So far, my Brethren, that thofc 
who Jeduce by Ligatures^ Prayers, and the Tools of 
Satan, mingle the Name of Chriji with their In* 
chantmenfs, Becaufe they cannot feduce by plain 
Pidfon, they add a little Hottt^ to make the perni- 
cious Draught go down. Whence, to my own 
Knowledge, even the Impafior Pallentus hath been 
called a Chrifiian^^ The fame Father writeth, 
f>^ 50. concerning Miracles done hy Heretics : *' Pontius 
hath done a Miracle ; anid Donatus hatih prayed, 
' and received an Atifwer from God. They are 
ekher Deceived, or Deceivers, But God hath cau- 
tioned meagaind thefe Wonder-mongers (Mira- 
hiliarios) Matt. xxiv. 24. There Jball arife Falft 
Prophets, viho Jhall Jhevo great Signs and Won- 
ders^ &c. Whether thefe Marks, with which they 
are figned, be any thing to their Advantage, is to 
be confidered by him, who would not be terrified and 
Enchir. <^«'v*^'"-— The hoic Writer again ; " Such Su* 
Cap. 23, perftitious Arts are full of peftUent Quriofity^ and tor- 
minting Anxiety, By the Devits Craft they hap- 
I pen 
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Kndifleraicly ti> different M^n, according to tJ^etf^ 

ram Affrihtnfions and, frefitm^'fi^ . For the Great 

Qeoei^ftfrknofiVi how tO pi;0.core Things s^gr^eabU /« 

mrjMmiA.^mptx* ^ndcnftiart him hy .his tywn 

Sufpidom and Con/ejtfJ** '...-'■' , 

c Thus St: Qftyfifiom af^plks: to^ one .ofithefe Hon.si. 

Bufesy *f Ybu make ufe ^tUgaha^s -imd^Cbatm^ Antioch. 

introducing tome oU^ drunknh redmgWoma^ intii 

/ourHoaie. And. ate you not afltamedt do^no^ 

you blttih, to run^ trenJ^Ung and afiomfiedt afier . -« 

fcch Pra6ices ? The PIea'\%y that the Woman is a • - 

CbriftioHt and utters nothing but the Nam of God^ ' • 

Which very Thing increafeth my Averfion to you ; 

becaufe it is perverting the Namt tf God to the 

hUffbendngof Godr^ 

. Origtn againil Ceifus faith, '< that the Ward Fdit. 

54i<v/^. was .of common Ufe in Inchatttmentsi*' ^^^^l^"' 

where you have a great deal more concerning 

vimdtrfnl Caires by. Sacred Names, "^AnA if you 

look into Wulferi Theriaca Judaicay you will have Pag. 57^ 

(noQgh of magical Miracles and Cures performed, by 

Virtue of Sacred Names, among the Cabhaliflicje<ws ; 

pardcularly by the Incommunicable Name, Jehovah, 

mid Zhem'Bamphor.afchr And, as Count Zin* 

zendorf has it in his Elegant Moravian Hymns, 

(Hymn 59.) 

No Angel // yb bold and rajh. 
But quake I at thy Shemhamphorafh. 

\ Hxerocles attempts to defend Afolhnius, as deli- 
leering Prophecies, raijtng the Dead, and work- 
ling other Miracles ; — not by Inchantments, but a 
whine Operation, " Inchanters, (whom I account Philoft. 
tiic moft niiferable of Men) fonie of them by tor- ^*^' ^"^ 
Mng Spirits, fome by barbarous Sacrifces, or by 
Vol. II, S Charming 

I 
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doming rerje,, mulVnBioos, boaft, tlttt^m 
«akc LidU, dumge it, P^^e. Bat ^f^Umu, 
IbUoweAthe Dterw «/ to* m Wt PmBmmt, nA 

Cm/s iad rtveaUd (9 Urn." „» . 

Our Friends of die Pi^^Kf boaft Of Tlw*««J« 

of Qttt,, &c. by MeaM of F«9W. " ^^^''^ 
tion with ikoT AS-ratm, '^ pf^^T^^ 
rau. hath a lo«g String of &ch P"ftf««»^ 
-*_ « One had refcned «««tf <w» *««*« "«» ■*« 
^m: i,;S by thefc Mean., fir." [WhiA k the 
^■»P- 4«- £u„e Number with Mr, WePf* PatUmifaOmg mu 
Fits. This was many Yean ago, fo Aat titt 
Number mull be pnxligioofly inereafcd b y this 
_ Tinje.l — BodiMi writeth, «* 4at one "Mf*)^ 

^riu. io«« (who««b«nwidforW7f.A^;; «^ 
*^»f- S- Aatflw had wArmtdud fcreral whom Ac tetW 
had ie^ttM, and «W4/ them by apittying »j*- 
*j«/«/ Dm to their Stom«i, «*« f » *T^ 
. In the N«ne of the »^ ^'^'J^^S' 
and St. JHirA«/, nay yoo be cuiw* of ttea »«< 
and let Mt/s be fiud for nme Days.' »« w 
OuMc, but wiU h«Wy apptwe of tbitiBnh/i.' 
In the fame a<^«»- he confirms (by Ae Aaftowy 
of the Writer rfJ»*«&wit*iil5^; Ae Stt»iy«f-4e 
JnJulgence granted to the Cwyww *r P^ ««<*»■ 
jiii V. Nor csm I deem the efiaHifi>eJ Raman Ki- 
tual, Be Exertixmldit, any ^rtw D^ee of Fn- 
fmtiufi; Whereby cfery chtatimg txvdjt is mMt- 
rfl8<rf to carry <m W* homWe GugfanatiViw, <I aft 
thieir w« ^e^!^ intheMww, and by die f*^ 
' Hrj Commamk of t6e Hofy Trimtyi addii« die Cm- 
tomtit »f thdr Fiaitiom Smntt. 

I am not heie ebaipng Mr. WV&r «ttdi the 
Goiit of Mt^ic. B« what I hare ftid oa dm 

Article 
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ilrikle Biff9r, 1 tUA fmc ftp a QnffM again/ 
B$k/mmi and nay fiiffice to atdte ay»/? Su^ciom 
tf Imftf^mt^ oc, at kaft> of Entbujia/m ; wh«o 
lii« ftti^ wfdi Qum tban ordmiy Swt^iJUd Pn* 
HBfitm ; and diat the Undrrt^king of nuraeuhui 
itrfmmmfi hf.ih$ m$fi Saered Nmnest i» not al- 
ways to l|^ depended cm; efpedall^ where the 
OfttatmrlaaMSu a Peiibn of ditbi9us CbaraBer. 

Nor need we be muck concerned, whether hb 
Rdatwis of hift m^njr mtracmUtts Cmku^ and driving 
•at DrvUif be iru^ mr falfi. For we may fafely 
adhere to tlw Words of St. Jufiin^ De UnitMte Ec- 
tkfie: ** The Dmmtifit contend fer Iruth on th^ Tra^. In 
Side> becaafe FwUm ami DomUm did fach and J^^;^l' 
fmikWii^tdtrsi or, xh/eyfrtyt and are ^inv^i or, DeVnlt. 
diu and tiMt eilnordinary Thii^ happeneth CccUr. 
among us j or, that^/v/^> or that Si>r of our$ ^*^^^* 
had iwth z ftfimt^ or fuch a Z>rM«« * Rimovum* 
tws fays he. Away with thofe Figments of l{futg 
Mnh or Portents q( Ikludk^ Sfiriu * For, either 
what ^cy fay k m/ trmi or, if fome Minula an 
rtaUf dm fy Btf0i€t9 we oaght ^ b^ the more 
apoif our Guard. Becanfe our L$rd hath (aid, 
^ Tham Aatt tfift /«^ Pn^4i ftpd they ibal} Mttth. 

'In tM Atffr 9i<i«i ippe ih#ll 4fpi^ from the i Tim. 
l9Mi> »¥m| )»c«4 IQ >^^>^ ^jKri^z, and J^- ^' ^ 

96^ Bi9 irato txofuHtmha^ 
The 9^ ^%ui Appi«f»IC^ ^Saa^ity ^Cro^f* 

^«fiMmt<tigvri«fi bsfiw^thf i^^ ef ^^a 

WiPi tp ^fi^e uii4er f 4»|w»i/Wi^ Ci^niS^ii of ^ 

S z I men* 
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1 mentioned Hjmnsj as having particularly an EfeA 
in the Methodifis firange Di/orden ; whether Difiem-' 
persy or Pojfeffions. When th^t defpairing Creature 
was horribly raving, '' We higan^ fays Mr. Wefi^^ 
3 jcurn. -^ « Arm of the Lord, awake, awake I' She imme* 
d lately funk down as ajleep ; bit, as feon as we 
\tix olF, broke out again with inepcpr^ffibU Vebe- 
mence.^'' And, as far as I can obferve, it is their 
lifual Method, to fet up a general kud Shging^ in 
thefe Cafes ; for which there may be ieveral.^M- 
Jbfts. For Mufic and Noife have a natural Effedt^ 
both to roufe thofe who he quiet j and to Jlill thofe 
who are ohfireperous. In another fuch Cafe, " The 
Company not only fings^ but even in Prep^er^ I 
fpoke as loudr fays Mr. Wejley^, as I ufually do ta 
three cr four, thou/and People y If {om^^ing extraordi' 
r,ary was not expected from Noife^ what Occaiion of 
hting (o lery loud F Verfe and Song have always 
been efteemed moft ponjoerful ; and thence the very 
Word Charm is but the Engli/b of Carmen^ a 
Verfe,— . > , •. 

Carmine Dii Suferi placantur. Carmine Manes, 

Plutar^ "^^ Reafom given l5y Authors^ why the antient Ora* 

Vol. II. del were delivered in Verfe, and not in Profej is, 

Pj^7- becaufe Verfe is more pompous and fonorous\ and 

Oracul. likewife, to create a Notion of Inf^ratim from 

Apollo : The fitted to raife a reverential Horror in 

the Mind, or to wrap up an Ambiguity. ** The Per- 

fons, fays Plutarch, who have brought the greateft 

Difgrace upon Poetry, are that execrahle, thievijb 

Set of Circumforaneous Strollers , the Priefts of Cyhele 

andlfis\ fome of whom from their oFum Compoji' 

tions, or by Lots from certain Writings j deliver out 

Oracles to Servants and Women, who are moft taken 

' ^ with 
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^itkVtrfi. For whick RMfoQ |)tii|d]NdI}r, Fnhy 
making hecfelf a PfftihUi /» Chtmis, Ctitjmrersr 
wut Falfi Frtfbeitt was driven from the Trip9d of 

As to other Erik, of iLdifereMi Nattfr^t amonp: 
Ac Mutodfjhf fadl as their /a(/i and frefimfhutu 
hmgauuiwms rf Agmt«utt owned by Mr. Wlnf^ 
fild\ and theftrange <' WiktrfSatim^ as well as 
mtreemfty Dnamsof a haiid liaagniaHen i?* ~^ for 
iMe no doobt bvt Mr. JFk/fy can find a Gwv. 
ne 7ru^ 7«/im^ fays, «« there it a fw9-fiJd Sanhcdrs- 
hubmifuent', die grtaitr^ whidi drmueth hugt Drm- ^' 
|WKr; the/^, which inflbenceth ^//r RefHia.^ 
Accordio^y Meffh^bam tells ns, in the £.^r/ ^ Fig^Sor;- 
/ir A-^ ^^va/i, that St. iM^i^gatv by his Pn^jwry ex- 
pelled the D§^U out of a large Number offForvu, 
that infefted his Cell. Nor ihoiild we think it be- 
lowr Mr. Wijkff% Dignity, or Power, to exardfe 

Mr. Wifiy^ I own, feems to be nAftOigabU^ 
and takes a great deal of ?Mns in effisding his fe- 
nral Cures mi Expulfioas. Vopijk Exwcifts too will 
(onetimes g^voofly/ivMf and turmeil ; efpecially 
wben they are contending with a very fotent and 
fh^nate DmnL But frequendy their Miracles aie 
Vf eafier Operadan. A Scrap of St. Ignatms'B 
Hnndnsa4isMg ; a Dran^ rf Watery in which St. 
feneis hath wafifed bis Handt^ or a Bit of &^, 
from 4ie Bundle which his Afs bads been mumbling i 
die Paris^s of thia Sainfs Nails^ or a ^/r^mv firom 
the^riof anodier ; a Kifiof St. Tbemas^a-Becbefs 
•U Breecbesi which the ^ir^/* il/nry came down 
and hdpe^ him to snend : — Any of thefe, and a 
dkott&nd others e^uallj et^t will effedluaily do the 

S 3 Peat, 
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Feat. Buf whidi of tlie Methods is moft mmtwi^ 
mu, may be a Point of arduous Difcuffion. 

J. 47. We are not, however, to conceive, that 
a Curt of fuch dreadful Difordersy and dtahoUcal Fof- 
fiffionsy is the file Benefity which the MetbodiJIs ob*- 
tain by tfaar Sufierings. Divers other good Effe3s 
follow. For Inftance, Judicial Punifibments of the 
Miraculous Kind, *fbr People's Ofpejaion to Metbo^ 
£fm : (For I am not allowed to fay fo parficularfy, 
** for oppofing me, John WeJUy^) and in order 
to bring them into MethoSfm ; in: which Cafe the 
Puniihment (hall be releafod, I know he will eqm- 
<vocate and prevaricate, where the Words Judgment 
or Miracle are not cxprefsly mentioned. But the 
Narration will fhew itfelf. 

What doth he diink oij-^n H^n, the Weaver f^ 
^ Journ. » He v^as a. vualous Churchman, and againft all 
^' ^' Diffenters ; faid the Fits of the Methodtfts were De^ 
lufiens of the DenjiL But preiently he falls renting 
mad^ — fcreams tendbly, and beats himfelf againft 
the Ground : — Then criss aloud,. * Let them aH 
come ; let all the World fee the juft Judgment of 
God; ' then fixing- his Eyes upon me, * Ay, this is 
he, who, I faid, was a Deceifver,^ He then roared 
out, * O xYioVL-Curfed Devil! yesL, then Legion of 
Devils / Thou canH not ftay. Ofrift will caft thee 
out." He then beats himfelf againft the Groand 
again; — his Breaft heaving, as in the Agonies,of 
Death. We all betook ourfelves to Frep^er. His 
Fangs ceafed, and both. Bed/ and Soul were fet at 
Uherty:^ 

Here^ we have a grievous Puniihrnent ; a Legion 
of Devils entering into the Man for hi&.0ffojition to 
Mr. Wejley and Company ; — this confefTed tO be a 
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jM/f yttdgmiffi : '^Bnt he becomes a Prcfiiytif and 
all is well. And one neceiTary Form of Exora/m 
is, " Cunningly to get out of the Devil the Cfl»- J»y^*^' 
fejffloft of fomc peculiar DoSrine^ or fomc new p,^^*' 
Smnt, for the Edification of the By-ftimders. Ih 
diis Cafe the Father of Lyes is always foppofed to 
fpeak the 7rutb. — He is commanded too to 
knock his Biod three Timet zpkaSt the Groand, 
in Adoration of the Trinity, — If he will not 
yet depart, the Exorcift is to /ray, and J^eak 
louder.^ 

Madi the fame End has the jM^nunt upon the 
** Quaker I who 'was biting his Lips, and knitting 3 Joura. 
his Brows, at the Diffimtdation of thefe Creatures -, P* 43* 
but foddenly he dropped down as Thunder-JfrucJ^,'^ in 
an jfgony terrihie to behold. We befought God not 
to lay Folly to his Charge. And he foon lifted ap 
his Head, and cried aloud, * Now I know thou 
art a Prophet of the Lord^^ It is but getting a ft 
Tool {or the Work ; and then ternble is the Ju^- 
ment for oppofing\ but infhuitly Mi>. Wefky is a Pro* 
phet of the Lord, and the Man is Jet frar, 
. The Inftances of the Daughter, and her Mother, 
have the like Ifue. '' The Girl feeling in herfelf Ibid, 
fach a Convidion, [i. e. fenfible that one of the ^' ^^* 
dreadful Fits was coming upcm her,] ran out of the ^ ' ' 
Society in all Hafte, thatjhe might not expofe herfelf 
But the Hand [of Qod followed her ; fo that, after 
going a fewStqps, fhe was forced. to be carried 
home, and there grew worfe and worfe, in a violent 
JgowyJ" — " The ^s9l that was deeply touched was jj^.^^ 
L — ^— ; whofe Mother \iZ<^ not been a little dii^ p. 64. 
pleafed, when ihe was told, how her Daughter had 
expofed herfelf before all the Congregation, • The 
Mother berfe^yf9» the next who dropped down, and 
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hmlkmgktp fitllof ]ix^:' S^imM 9 Thing. » 
il t» be ofimM at tk aau^;^ i^t| of J^kOoAj^i 
a«4 ib ^'ti^ ^ Attomfit to ^ ibm it. &i^if 
weiHMinls^v Mff. A^^i^'s flzong A^in^ i&ttit 
ji JSflta»iv)ie> IMfcta Ae« down, 9ii4 dc^Tfis tkm 

Thqf IP i*^^, ^6 A^ fiiSVfiltly «i^ ^ 
Friendf by confinniiig the Truth of their fjitfrj'iu 

Vol. 11. icjir Jwn, ^Mwv Wi» 4ow»j ftPr. s4^ hi|B» Whet 
Ma^Mft 99<Niedh}i9 to deTpife ft 0)M 

jefiiit. ^/^ 3^4 fMnii.Xte%i of M^S^^Iik: |^%r«^ « the 

^^'^ iV9^ jMTt huB 19 iAe Shepe iof a Maa tf » 

temUe A^pie^ mA ii«ith;^4sMni toep^ fi^henir 

ed him bedi^ a^ua 4o .the i&Miir; «tho it^uke^ 

btey £iy»ig» Are jfou lb siunMraf # O ibaa of 

lUMok V^ 'aitfif w^ didftthoo doahtl "* -^s* U ha^r 

\ tf5« yeeed te&t. Mthu^^ chat axeMun JUMUir^ ^^ x&r 

r^ '^ CMfT #m ^aMi^ tad m^ has ^^. fiptdie 

2W«/ met him widi a iud(:ed Swofd in his Hand, 

end tl^rettaned ce fciB hinu ii^he fledmied not hank 

m%kt€amf0a9 end raSbamiFf^tar Jnabon^ Baaf. 

The AMr^v tfSighi^ jelh ^ Aem lioojc, mr 

fgined to d»e Commt* idleied the ^o^i, end 

iKg^ to he iuiaailted ragpiA into his Otdarr 

To ^ fiuM F4icpqfe» end h^ the ^aese £v^ 

itmu weee 4^ fJaufnng^iu jodxciaily infii^ 

4 ]<ium. 0aib|M» <« «v|#4iMt >^ Matiad^ n^ Mf it. 
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\f they nvouU. But God fufftrei Satan H Uaci them 
letter. For they were feized in the fame Manner 
as the reft, and thus continaed for two Days, a 
SpeSacle to alV^ — Here plainly Satan doth the 
Work, if is his good Pleafure to teach them better, 
for the Intereft of Methodifin, God barely fuffersy 
or ^rmits it ; as he doth other E<vtU, 

In one Pttragrafb • we have no lefs than three 
Judgments on Perfons, who came to diflurh the 
Metbodift Meetifig-houfe, " One of the chief hanged 
hmfelf, A fecond had been for Tome Days in 
.firmg Pain, A third confefTed to Mr. fTe/ey, that 
he was hired, and made drunk on Purpofe ; but, 
when he came to the Door, he eou/d not fiir^ nor 
open- bis MoutL^'' — The Man might be almoft dead 
drunk, without luppofing a Miracle or judgment, 
Butj if it muft be fuch, we have a Pagan Parallel, 
(for Popijh are innumerable) concerning « a Temple Dlodof, 
of that Purity and Majefty, as immediately to cure l^^^* 
Diftempers of the True Votaries : But Defpifersy p. » ji, 
coming thither, • hfe their Voice^ and become as 
it were dead,^"" 

The Methodifs would take it amifs, fhould I 
omit that clean Miracle m their Letters, N°. i. 
Vol. II. which I think is Mr. Whitefield's. " One 
old Man vehemently threatened, that, if I came 
there, he would throw a Chamber-pot of Filth upoir 
me; and foon he was feized with fo wiolent a 
^^pngy that thofe about him defpaired of his 
Life. This was many Days ago ; nor is he yet 
recovered," Several Popijh fVriters, p2x6cxi\9xiy 
Peter de Natalihut, Lib. IX. Cap. 27. mention fucb 
a decent Miracle by St. Gandulphus, " Many Per- 
fons derided his Miracles, and even his fFife fcorn- 
fully told him) that he performed them joft as fhe 

farted: 



( ^02 } 
fariid: Wbei«apon (he idolently brofce Wkid» and 
contiBQcd t(» do fi>9 whenever ike fpoke a Words 
«n the feme Day of eveiy Week to her DeatL."" 

The U& JuMwd MracU I fliall mention, (foi 

there are many mot^) was upon a Man for heating 

4 Jwm. i^ifTi^g^ ^]^^ it f^ems^ ^a, a Metbodift. " 1 vifiu 

ed one whom G«^ is fmifyittg in the Fhre^ in An^ 

fiiHer to the Pra^s of hi* Wifet whom he was jufir 

geing to btat^ (which he frequently did) when God 

fiiuti him in a Mement, fo that his HanddvffeJ, and 

he fell down npon the Groiaad, having no more 

Strength than a new-bom Child. He has been 

confined to his Bed ever iince; but rgoices m 

Chlreh'* Hope."— In which Cafe Mr. »^€/S^ aflts, "Have 

f . 41. * yon known a paralltl One in your Lifei " — Pib- 

baUy net. Thefe Cafes are not fo common among 

Vs Proteftants. The Pafalins deny, that God ever 

enableth fuch Heretics to work a Miracle, But 

among them Judgments fall, thick as Hail, upon the 

Violators of their dear Per/ons. Such was the Pro* 

Mefling. tefUon of St. Patrick : ** When a Man of a Gi- 

^* '^ gantic Stature brandifhed his Sword to kill him for 

attemptmg to make Converts in IreUau^ immediate* 

ly all his Strmgth ^withered awtrf | his whole Bod^ 

tnmcd Jift and he could neither move Foo^ nor 

Hemd to firihe. The Ma% exporiendng this JuJ^'^ 

eial Sign upon himfelf, was \iSm^ ckan^d in/ie: 

another Man* Jmi hoth Soul and J^ "Mre Jet^ 

y9w.'*~ « J^hi0 Matcentim was often viftted hf 

Angobt and f|irro«nded with Ughi in his QeU^ 

One Day a widced Soldier, defigning to kill hioir 

Itfb 1^ bis Sword over his Hi^id; but fuddeoly hl9^ 

Hand and Arm Hood Jk^ended in the Air, and he. 

was not able to gp!re the Stroke. The Soldier be* 

yas to tci|]: Usaftlf to Pieces s the r^ a^ ftrud^ 

blind. 
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Cmplmnts hih •/ MM attd Bod^y 

Tliis may be fomething of a Parallel withjMr. 
WeJ!^\ Cafe, and of 4u g$9d dm^mity. And 
hence he may xma^ne kimfelf rifiog Into an Au- 
thority like what << MiMbmrg rdates ^f One ^>^' 
7»A», « Mifttck^nuorkerf whomade ercn tffiperors ^^Jlf^* 
to ftand in Awg of him, as a Perfim iVko had the p. 743. 
Scourges of God in bis Power, to whom Mirwks 
were but Plajf, and 4v#v nothing.^ The Man» no 
doubt, deferved fuch a Zcourge lot beating his Wife, 
who was a Mahoip, fiut, had he beat her for ^ 
fofimg "Metloi^m i -^ tiie Cafe b altered, quoth 
PUwden, The Hufimd's J^git anight then have 
been pleaded for exerdfing a little DifiifJ^e over a 
MfiUdiesu Wife, focyix. Wi/lefs MlusmsmUd Ac- 
fudntance, ^ifirefs Bourignen, hath ^decided die 
Point, in her light rtfm in lOarkne/s : « It is P*rt IV. 
great Tifalice in her to think to oblige her tiujband ^**-*3' 
not to adhere any longer jmto rsny Sen/imenO, -« 
Concerning Perfedion, whereof her Ifyjiand has 
had txperience. — • She hath Jkuom to be faUbfii t» 
ber SujUand 'ti/I 'Death. -* One, who loves the 
Jiiitice, Goodnefs, andTruth of Gcd^ thunders and 
lightens, when In|aftice, Malice, or Lyii^g, ane 
oppofed to the Seiife diat he bears within his Soul ; 
and he mufi fiiewliis Dlfpleafure, thoQgh it were 
with fiiarp and rudeXanguage, or quarrelling and 
fghtingy if Need rec[uircs.'" 

4. 48. But other Benefits txt befiowed npoa 
true Metbo£fts, after they have underwent their 
Pains and Agonies, And certainly they deferve a 
vety amfle Becompen/e for fuSering thofe exquifite 

tortures. 
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fonura^ in which Mr. Wefle^ to exceedingly 
triumphs. For, 

Horat. Audax tdpetigmius 

• Jffiem fraude mold gentihus iutulit. 
Toft ignem atberid domo 

SMu^am, modes tt nova fehrium 
Terris incubust cobors. 

Which Bit of Latin may be explamed by the Story 
of ?andord% Box; which I learned, when a 
Oper. ic School-Boy, from HeftoJ, *< After Mortals had 
P^^^' g found out a Way to fteal Firs from Heaven, 7^^ 
ter ordered Vulcan to form a B^autifui Woman, who 
ihoald be adorned ^di the Gifts and Graces of aU 
the Gods, and thence called Pandora. Mercury's Con- 
tribttdon was, Impudence, Subtlety, Lying, Wheedling^ 
Tricking^ and Deceit. And (he was fent down among 
Men, as a Punijhment on fuch as were fond of mw 
Inventions. For this Porpofe (he brought down a Box, 
fox a Prefent to Epimetbeus, [i. e. One that is voije, 
•when it is too late,'] who fell in Love with this myftical 
Lady, and married her; (though afterwards, for 
fome mifchievous Pranks> Jupiter transformed him 
into an Jpe,) But, unhappily, the Lid of the 
Box was no fooner opened by Epimetbeus, bat out 
flew a Troop of all Manner of Di/ea/es and Cala- 
mities. Hope only was left at the Bottom of tbe 
Box^ Now, fuppofing the Metbo£ft*s Pretences t$ 
JttJ^ration to be reprefented by fiealing Fire from 
Heaven; and the opening of tbe Box by Mr. Wejlffs 
Mouth, which, like a peftilential Blaft, firikes fi 
many to tbe Ground; — yet fome furer Comfort than 
mere Hope is to be found at the Bottom. 

This 



I 
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TUs tke Idithdtfis may have proved already, 
(i/allihould happen to prove any Thing but a 
Mifiah) by their being thunder firuck into Faith ^ 
Comferfant and Jufiification : — Their Certificatts of 
free Pardon under the Seal of God^ (unleTs the Seal 
was coantetfeitedfOnd of their own putting :) — Their. 
Affurances both ofprejent and future Salvation f (unlefsK 
as Mr. Whitefield fpeaks,- " thoiie, who had thenv 
wt^ only thought they had them : **) — The Gifts of 
FrophecieSf feeing Thmgs at a Difiance^ and know- 
mg the Secreti of the Hearty &c. (unlefs there b« 
fomething £aboUcal in this:)-— The receiving of 
Qrace^ and the Entrance of the Holy Spirit i the 
v&[y Moment they are (buck down, God entering 
into their Sools ; {unlefs we give no Credit to 
Mr. Whitefeld, after he hath confejfed that he hath 
imfofed upon the World by fo many Untruths*) 
— Suppoiing thefe magnificent Benefits to (land 
upon a fure Foundation ; fuffi(;ient Amends^ I hope, 
is hereby made for their Sufferings and Tortures, 
Nor are they without Precedents on their Side. 

And accordingly Dr. Wier obfcrves, that " the P^^'^f- 
Kunsy whom he attended, punifhed by the Devil 5^8. 
with incredible Torments^ declared they WQuld not be 
without thefe Calamities on any Account, becauie 
they produced the peculiar Grace and llluminatiofi of 
God, — Another falls a Singing in her Agonies^ be- 
canfe (he did not in the leaft heiicate as to her^/^r* 
nal Sal'^ation,^^ 

The Jlumhrado^s in Spain t&iight, " th^t certain Cafeq^b.' 
Jrdors, or Burnings, Tremblings, find' ^aiing^, E/»^^«f- 
were a fuffident Token of Grace; and that thofe ^' '^ ' 
who could attain them needed nothing e{fe: 
That they might fee God vifibly, in their Bcfia- 

Vol, II. T As 






( 206 ) 

As to Mr. fTi/ty^i re;»idhg at the Suflbitrgis of 

^»1« his PoUowei-s ; jffex. ah jfftbean^a tells os, *♦ thaif 

Lib. 6» It was the Cuftom of div)er» Nadoiifr tb afpeafc dicir 

Cap. a6. Gods with HitMAif Sacrifices, afldthe Wood of tbdr 

Captives ; imagining, that tHe />w(/ was dienr eipt- 

cidly^ pTopitktedy ii^ekidtey httd^end thdr Feib^- 

Creatanfi and dttw J9mmi/i9^aiid PHpbtg oot of 

iftc ?irftrrf/ of Mifwldnd." 

tdit. Strah (Bodt Xr.) giref tltis Acconnt. of tfre 

^"*'g ItkBghus Mam. " Many of tUcm are ^it^ ISV- 

Umfiafti and Frofhejkrs, When a Perfott* 2s thm 

ftfftftd m a high Degree^ the r;^ Pritfi tfScn 

kim Up a Sacrifice fff f€k Goiitfi^ iir tho Mttmer. 

King e^cctedingly e^rpert- in die Bafinefs, he fbikes 

die Man-witk a Speat thtongh the Side hfto tbt 

fkart. From the Bdi^,^ when ./StiSSngr, they gather 

certain Sipis ofDitinatkn^ which they fm^fld to 

&e People. The B^d^ is afterwaids txaaiplad upon 

Anna!, hy Waypf £«^^«t/iiMr/* hxA'Tadius h.fH «* The 
cip. 30. ^^^^ ^ Brkcan nfed to etrnfi^ titit Gtdty by look- 
ing into die Entrails of then* Capdves."* 

Ohe pretty extraofdinary Advantage of the Me- 
llh$&fts WferitSf ibmething different indeed fe>m 
the former, is the Benefit of kfing Ged*t Grace. 
For, befides that Spiritual Defertionsj Dt^tdringf, 
and hfideUiies^ are fo fVequeht, and feem ta be 
a^ neeeJUnj Pari in the Ph>grefe of ii/ktbsdffini 
if themfdteiniay be credited t --> Mif. WhitefieU 
7jouiii« aiTurethoSy that ** Mr. Temtant preaebed exeeBentfy 
p. 61. q;^//^ uj^Q the Neceffity and Benefits ef Sfiritud 
Defertient.^^ The Benefits of being finfaJten- ef 
Ged is to me a very firanp Do^rine; and 
yet a much mmre fitange one, that God is cem- 
felied, ani laid under a Ikceffity #» wtlkkawe bis 

Grate. 
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Grsff. Tbuft ene ^viU inihufiafiic fgacber Tftnturet 
)o preaqb* and ^mothr proifnh bis Saying, And 
in tike sexf Edition of the " Btmfiu and Ntcejffiiy 
of Alteratiotts in tbi Uturgy^^ sccpiding to tbis Doc* 
itm, a mrw Praytr ihould be inTerted, *' that Gad 
woold be j^afed to withdraw his Spiritual Com- 
(aa$ BXid Grace */* or at leaft thvi Jmendmnt offer- 
ed, '< wherever in the Common Prayer the Words 
occur, * Take not thy Ho/y Spirit from us/ the 
Word not fhould be left ««/." 

Bot it is to be hoped fome bitter EfeSs follow. 
For, it feems, through fuch fmn/nl Luftrations and 
fnrgative Fires, OUT Metbodijfs arrive at PerfeSiw^ 
Vifions of Qod and Angels f Ingulpbments into tbf 
Dehyy Union ivitb God, yea, and being God^ That 
Mr. Wejiey muil mean fuch a PerfeSion as implieth 
ahfilute Tretdom from Sin, and intvard Corruptioji, 
fuch as was in Cbrift, appears by his earncfl Dif- 
ptite with the Morawians, and contending, that, in 
thU Rejpe£t, * the Servant may be as bis Mafler^ 

Hence, faith the Woman in a Ugb Ftver, " I am Wcfley, 
very iU,— boi I am very well: — For I am unittd ♦ Jg**"'"' 
/• Jefiu.^^My Beloved hath deanfed mt from 
ail Sin : — I am walbed, I am cleanfed. — 
Tbe Enemy may come; but he batb no Part in 
«tf." — Hence, fays a Moravian, '< I am as Ibid, 
dofely united to Chrift, as my Arm is to my P* *** 
Body/' — Hence, in the Account of the two 
Hitcbens's, after their Horrors, Roarings, Infideli- 
ties, Defpairs, (Sc, one of them ** fees Tboufasuls 
ind Ten Tboufands of Angels, and Jtfus Cbrift him- 
fclf ; ^-^ I am fanBifed% 1 am vohiter than Sno*w. — 
Why, / am all God.'- — The otber Brother, in a 
malignant Fever, fays, " I fee the Gates of Hearven 

T 2 ftand 



( ao8 ) 

Itand open, and J$fia with open Arms to rcceiFc 
me. — Open the Hea*uenSf O my God, and come 
down into my Soul. Come, Father^ Sen, and Holy 
Ghoft^ and plunge me into God, &c,** 

Thus are they deified, like Hercules, who by put** 
ting on a poijoned Garment was drove into Madne/s, 
ereded a Funeral Fire for himfelf, threw hixnfelf 
into the Flames, and thence was ranked among the 
Divinities. Of him Seneca faith, 

Sollicita tanti pretia nataks kahent, 
Cemperque magna confiitit, na/ci Demm. 

lucian. " Alexander the Great muft needs confecrate his 
iaJujnn, fsLV ounte Heple/icn ; and ereft Jlfars to him as a 
'**' Gc^. Some Flatterers teftified, that Hepheftion ap- 

peared to them, cured Difeafes, and delivered Ora- 
cles, Alexander was wonderfully pleafed, as being 
not only the Son of a God himfelf, but able to make 
Gods,'* Such may be the BoalUngs of a Metbodijl' 
Teacher, 

Cf this Nature was the Dodrine of the later 
flatcnifis, fome of the fubtleft Enemies that ChriJIi- 
fairbrc, ^^'(X ^^^' ^^^' They taught, •* that by certain 
Myftcr. Turgations Men may exchange Humanity for Divi- 
QaoIs' *'^' — may 7^^ the %>// dcfcending and in/inua- 
7, ,B, 9. ting itfelf ; m^y fee a Light like Fire, at the Com- 
ing or Departure of the God, This Illumination 
it is, which banifheth all human Motion, OperatioVj 
and Seffes ; and makes Men fpeak in a fenfelcfs and 
ra<ving Manner, " And, in the Words of BrocUeJly, 
p^ " The Soul becometh her own Henotety, or Unity ; 

and being thus one, like the Firji Unify, ihe gaineth 
xi^t Si^^ht of the Firft Unity \ and is utrited there- 
with, conjoining as it were Centre nfM Centre i and 

being 
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\>Qng pne wiB God is God, faith Phinus. En. 6; 
L. 9. C» 89 9, 10.** 

If we come to the Heretics in the Primitive 
Churchy Irenaits fays, " They talk much of Per- Lib. IR 
feaioHi-^ glory of having Chrift for their Mafter, ^^' 57» 
-r^ and that they have the fame Souls j by CirculcL" 
tiott, nmib Jefusy ve like him, and fometimes evca 
heiter^ 

More of thefe Wildncffes might be produced 

from tho Jutient Heretics : But I pafs to the like 

Fanatical Rants among the Pafifs. M, Cafauhon 

affi>rd$ fucb an Inftance in " Sifier Catharine of Sntbnf;. 

y^Stf; who ufed to fall into Fits of Tremblings, caft- p. i6i». 

J»g herfelf on thp Ground, enjoying the Prefence of 

God'vijibiy, She often fanv, and in fome Degree 

fufferedy through Frights, the Pains of Hell: At 

other Times fhe verily thought herfelf in Heaven, 

Cbrifi even drew her Soul into his, marked her 

with a Mark, and always abode with her. Though 

Ihe was indeed for the mofl Part deprived of her 

VnderJiamBng^ And this Soul of Chrifi drew hr 

into an Operation of the Hofy Trinity, &c." — St. 

Catharine of Sienna (who was troubled with fo many 

Bijempers and Devils, but could expel them from. 

other?) received fuch a Bleifing. " For one Day RHadeiK 

Chifi coming to her opened her leji Side, and took Apr. 30*. 

out her Heart, and carried it away. But a few 

Days j^fierwards he brought his own ruddj^ H^art, 

and put it into her left Sidf, laying, * My Daughter 

Catharine, thou hadxoy Heart inftead of thy own;* 

and then he clofed up her Side again. And that it 

might be known, that this was not pure Imagination^ 

there remained ever after a Scar in her Side.** — - 

Rovenius, ArcHiJhoff of PhiUppe, wrijcth concern- 

^g fome Huns^ [as &w have his Book, BayU may 

T 3 be 
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be confulted in the Article Rove/rius) tHat " thef 
take a Pride in pretending to wonderful Perform- 
ances; ~ talk of nothing lefs than their Union with 
God, which is only a Union with their onvn Sfinf, 
if not with a <wor/e. They boafi of myftical Tran- 
fobftantiations. Concentrations of Heart, Annihi- 
lation, — Marriage with the Deity, — Spiritual 
Intoxications;— Super- eiTential Unions, the Gulph 
of Anniltilation ; — an abforbent Enthufidfm ; Obli- 
vion of all Things, inducing an Ahjjfcl Ltentifica' 
thn nmth Gody Derfic Confrication ; Spiritaal Impu- 
dence, mifanthropical Aipirations,. the Joys of 
Dvirknefs and obfcure Night, b'r. Tfaefe, and 
the like enormous Words, and this unintelligible 
Jargon, is frequently repeated in the «rw School of 
Piety\ hy their vwn cbofeu h/lafterSy and curious She^ 
plfciplesy fo as to be felt in their iwward Parish 
— Almoft the whole of ^ieftfm, zxid tfrfflic Divi- 
nityy confifteth in paifing through Comhats with /)/- 
vz/sy PurgationSy, Pains like Hellp Drynefs of Soul, 
Pr illations of Grace,. De/pairy and Damnation, — • 
hereby they attain PerfeSion, Transformatufny a 
being fwalkwed up in God, perfoned Leification, fo 
(U not to knoFW or difiinguijh themfel*ves frcm God 
hitnfelfT This Language may ferve as a Counter- 
part to Methodifm, efpecially when a little tindured 
with Morofviamfm, 

Arrived to this Degree of PerfeSlion, they fave 

xhemfelves a deal of Trouble as to the Matter of 

good Works, which the Meiho£fls fo egregioufly un- 

dewalue, and every true Mora'vian fo heartily cow 

demneth.^ Thefe latter, according to their onjcn Pule, 

may eafily and certainly be in a fafe Way to Salva- 

Weflcy, tion, {ov *• the only Way to he Ja*ved is to avoid 

4 Journ. jgodd Works." For it is the Bufijaefs of the latter 

^'^^' ' I to 
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to Heal away Mr, WeJUy's half inftruSed Di/dpleSf 
and to ferftB what lie had begun. Hinc tlUt 
lachryma. — Hence, fays he, •' I went to /f— Wefley,^ 
f— r, a young Man, who did once run otv//, but 5 !«»"» 
now fays, * he faw the Dnnl in the Corner of ^'^''^^ 
every Churchy and in the Face of every one who 
had been there. — And if you go to Church attd 
Sacrament ^ you will be Jammdy Into thefe Spiti- 
tualWickedneJfes the Methodifts have ran greedily in 
Crowds : Not a little, I fuppofe, enlightened by their 
lAmstiBourignont who*' thus anfwers the QudHon, L»gfat, 
whether the Perfia and Regemrated OM^t to ufc the ^Jj^"'* 
Sacraments, or not ? * No. For he that is truly horn 
agdn pofieileth all the Sacraments in himfel/y and 
needs not to feek them out ef him/elf. He ii re- 
turned to the Slate of Innocence, wherein Adam 
lived before his Sin. — The De^-il has invented 
the frequenting the Sacraments.^ And fuch a Per- 
fiaionift was St. Bridget, whom (in the very Word* 
of Ribadeneira) ** God commanded to go to Rome, 
where, by Means of Indulgences, as by a Jhorter 
Cut, it was nun'e eafy to get to Heaven.^^ For " the 
final Iflbe is the main Thing.** And the Metho- 
4^/ have been fo well tutored, that, after all their 
Fanatical Pranks, " they are as fure their Sins are # journ* 
for^ven, as they can be of the Shining of the Sun ; ^.sy 
— they are as fare of Heaven, as if they were al- 
ready there.'* To Heaven they muft, and will go. 
And what lefs can be expcdted than taking it by 
Violence, after fuch frefumftuous Demands upon God^ 
as a Tcft oif their Humility ? Thus infolently hum- 
We fpeaks Mr. Whitefeld, " I here demand thy 3 Joum. 
Aid." — What fignifieth being a Sinner ? ** Chrift P- '4» 
is Umd to pay the Debt.*' And Mr. Wefey^ Wefle* * 
Mother claims her "ManfioH in the Skies, ^\ And yet, 3 Jounw 

one ?•*'• 



one may be asfun^ as thejfCUk be to H^^cmfrwr^ 
that <* Cod be mtrctful io me a Simyr,^ would be- 
.come tbe veiy ieft of diem, wbeu tbey are leaving 
this World. 

If /ucif Proofs qf Salmatm ma/ be deptoded on» 

and Heifven to httbus infitrei\ If there be no 

MijipAe cr fiel^fion in the Cafe } and their eFWH 

Word be a /uffident Security ; -^ I fee no Reafoa 

why other fimlar Aceounh may not deferve to be 

credited. **« Let .the Vagan Mapcum^ AfolUmiu^ 

HUoAr. ibnd forth. " When he entered a certain Temple^. 

Olcar. he heard a Voice of finging in thefe Words,. 

F« 4 <• c C««r, ftfwf tf^ into Heteven j romv.^ — Let the In* 

Miflio. <£«« hamuli be heard, '* teaching tbat the hefi of 

Evangel, them pa& into Puradife i but through Rivers of 

P* ^7- fw, Darkntfs. Milk, and /f^/^.— Though fomc* 

times they have a more expeditious Wey: If any one 

attends once or twice to fome peculiar Doetrine of 

the Priefi ; or if, before his Death, he thrice take 

hold of a OruPs TaiU according to a reli^ous Rite ; 

immediately his Sins org fir^ven, and he is carried 

yp to Hcan^en.^^ — Let thcFafth of the Mohaflmtedeme 

Balbeq. ^ Xsv^i ** among whom are many VagatmdPre* 

£pift. 3* tinders to SaaSityt counterfeiting a Stupidity. Which 

Sort of Men is highly valued among them, becaufe 

Tools and Mcidmen, as Perfons undoubtedly predefy- 

noted to Salvation are accounted Saints even in this 

Sale'i Uft-' '* And it is. thought an effeau^ Way, if, 

Xonn, inftead of a Shroud, a Man can get to be buried 

'• '^* in their Prophet's Shirty-^ Let us applaud Dot 

!^xote'$ Maximt that " all Knights-Erraset go di- 

redly to Heaven:' — Then what St. Findan hcanl 

out of $t. Blafius% Tomb is unquefiioaably tnie; 

Ma^l. ** Yo^ Seat is already prepared in Heawen^ and 

Aa.Bea. your Sins are foigiveo.''— Then Station h 

p.$«j. . wrapped. 
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wmpped np in a Monk's Crate. It is bu( 'dying 

in limoH Stock's Scapulary, or St. Fnmeis^t Rofe, 

and all is fafe. Get bat into one of thdr Orders^ 

or thdr Confratermties ; and the ^ix//x of his Hoii^ 

nefi will fecure your Salvation, " Make bot a Bi«t* 

few Wits to St. Francis's aafel; and Orijf, who ^j^^ 

promifed him to deny nothing that he afked, hath 

efedually forgiven all your Sins upon Cmfejfson^^ 

— Then the moft nafij^ ridiculous^ crack-brmned^ 

ney fwicled Saintr^ MurthenrSt Tntftors, and ReielSf 

fuch as the Saints^ Francis^ Lominie, Ignatius, The- 

mas a-Beckety HiUebrand, &c. are, without Donbtj 

in Heaven, becaufe canonmed ty St* Feters 

Vicar. 

I particularly mention the lajl, becaufe (to Ihew 
the World hpw njuch Fopery is mended) no longer 
ago than September 25, 1728, this Hildehrand (Qre- 
gory VII. one of the moft wicked of Mankind, 
and moft infamous even of Popes) was exalted in- 
to a Saint by Benedi^ XHI. and in a Supplement to 
the Roman Breviary^ his Fejiival is ordered to bd 
kept by all Chrifiiats, with a double Office, oa 
May aj. - 

The CoUcft isi " O God, the Strength of aH 
that truH in thee, who haft endued the BleJJedGre* 
i^O'* ^h ^^Af^^ ^^^ P^P^9 with Virtue and Con- 
ftancy to defend the Liberty 0/ the Omrcbi grant 
to v.i, that, by his Example and InterceJJjon, we may 
orercome valiantly all that oppofeth us." And to 
point out in what Particular his Zeal is to be imi^ 
tated, the LeJ/bns for the Day tell us, " No Pope^ 
fince the Jpojilcs Days, did, or fuffered more for 
the Church, or fought more defperately for it. 
Againft the impious Attempts of the Emperor 
Upify (the Fourth) he ftood an intrepid Qhampiov, 

and 
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Vii d^rifvidUm ^ftbiOmmuttUn if the F4uthful, fittd 
of kis D^ipio^s ; anJahfal*ved ail hh ^uhjt&s from 
tbek 4U^g,»m^* -^ ISHwk lie was celehraimg Mafs^ 
a Drvt w'^ ftcx^ %^S dovm from Meofveft, «ad fit-r 
ting. with *ci(panded Wings oq }iis rig{bt ShoiiIder» 
as a Proof ^hat Jie was gvided by the Infpir4itm of 
the Hofy Gkofi.-^ At length this trm Sahtwent /# 
ifc<w«r, 4c/' mrf " By Order of our mofi Holy Fa^ 
ther B,enedia XIJI. Lor4 of the City, and the Wp-U^ 
(Urbii ,ef Orhis,) Sipped, iV. O^JTi*/ O/w." 
The whole Sei^ce is reprinted in Verfportenmi F^* 
ckulo Dijfirt^ionum, Coburg. 1739. 

Such Saints a^ thefe may however be in Danger 
of going dvwn Stairs into Heaven ; as JifFvenal 
fmartly fays of the Conficration of ClauSm, 

S«t. VI, •^ Tr$pmlum^ut Cafui defcendtre ji^Uk 

*"• JdCalum.^ 

Defends into t)ie Skits his trembling Head. 

Seneca wnteth, In his Jfocohcpttofisf (or Jpetkeofi 
ef a Pumpkin J ** that this Pun^pkin Ciat$4us had 
daring his Life a Thnple in Britannia ; and that he 
idied in grievous ^'orture^ while he was ifearing a 
Comedy. In Virtue of his Qmfecration he went in- 
deed up to Heaven ; but the Celeftial Council, not 
bearing that fuch Perfons fhould be made God^ fy 
lofw Mortals, inHantly decreed, that he ihould kavi 
Heamen <witbin thirty De^s. And accordingly \^ 
was packed away, and hurried down to the Inferr 
nal Regions.^'' 

Both Bideus and Piatina, in their IJves of Bom- 

face VIII. tell us, " that he uncanoniKed St. Her- 

man of Ferrara, an4 ordered his Bon^s to be dug 
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^f, and btirnol, after he had been w^entuJ fir m 
^4Mr/lWtw6i«y Ycasrs.** 

Bat who will ventare to apply this to the BU^ 
theijh ? Their Teachens Indeed have been veiy ftee 
tnd generous in the Dijpofid of Heaven. They can 
ptleatly reflore their Followers to Pata^fi^ or 
^sA tkeui to Hiaveni nay, cail i^ace them thett 
in what Degree ef Qhry they pleaie, and make 
** Mr. Sevdard*s Sijflers fbhie^Hif a nfitlgetit Splen- Sewtr4 
^ do^ the rtfi <f thi HrOVifHfy Hoft,^ They J<>««- 
canwafee ** Our Dear Lord com and fetfrme their '" ^' , 
^Srmtsi can make w^^/r cttne, and carry them 
op to Heated ; can eycn f^i^ *^^ ^^ '^ ^^ -• 
% and make them all GodT* 

And what then? What Matntel this f Do not 
^^fi the (ame ? The fopely Canonit^uttion ftock- 
etb Heaven with as many Inhabitants as he wif! ; 
^ngh they have been Madmin^ Roguer, and ^f- 
faffim,^Hc affigneth to each y^t particular Man- s«kti 
M he jadgeth proper, as we find in there Canon I>«w«- 
^^, and its Clofes.—Vlt hath a Power faperior to ^^. J"' 
«^ created Beingr, hath a Pontijtctal Omnipotence^ and 
commands Angels. And P(^/^ Clement YL, adaaHy ex- 
ited this Authority in his J?«//, in Faroar of Pit- 
irimsf " We feremptorify command the Jngels of Para- 
^'to intmduce ^ekr Souls into Faradifiy abfolutely 
feed ftom PurgatoryP "^ And, if any 6ne of thcfe 
^Igrim^ upon his Return home, ftiould by the 
bftigationof the Devil commit any Sin ; it is our 
^tU and Pleafure^ that the Pmijhmettt o/Hell^JhaH 
^ in any v^ft he infiiBed on him ; — aniefy on Ac- 
c^u&t of other Sins, which he ihalt commit after-^ 
wards.**— Out of mere J^hame, the Papfis were 
^diligent in hermngy or fecreting ^tas BkH, and 

^l^^g th^ had eflFeCUially dotit it, beg^aii' to 

deny 
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jAttiy Aat there was ever fach a B9Ui or at 
that had the San6lion of the P9p€*s SsaJ. 
W^ehiS rf Groningen^ Chancellor Gtrfan^ C{ 
Jgrip^f &c. affirm, that Copies are now to be fi 
with the Popis Seal annexed^ in the Archives 
Vierma^ Umogisy and Poitiers, And lackily y^ 
Hoombeek foond a C^ of it in the Puhlick Lii 
at Uifecht, which he publiihed with Obfenrad 
See at the End of hb SulU P. Urlaui Ylll. 

Why the Pope ihoaki have a Refemjty as to 
to be committed afterwards, is not without Rei^a 
For Indulgences mufi he purchafed again and agah 
And hence may be coUedled, why Mr. fT^^ talk 
fo much of the Methodtfis having << Aflbrance J 
Pardon, and Salvation, for the prefent.^^ It i« fi 
they ihould be brought to Confeffion, toties ptotU 
and make their Offerings, — It ilands in fo man 
Sexti Words in their Canon Law, that ** God affumi 
LrfcTl. ^*' ^^*^ '*'*' Partner/hip wth the Vndimded Unity. 
Tit.' 6.* And, as it is confidently affertcd, that the Pt^H 
fucceeds St. Peter in all his Power and Privileges^ 
Ridb.^ iK>wcanhe be denied the fame Honour F -^ *' B^ 
Cap. 71. Power too (^canonizing others is not only un 
queflionable, but a Point in which he is certainly 
infallible, and cannot be mifaken,^ 

Thefe are high Claims to great Things. And 
yet one may be tempted, with regard to fuch Cano- 
nizersznd God-maiers, to join IKuevnxhJgejilauSym 
vi ^U ^^"^^^^ * " '^^^ nafums had determined to maks 
p. aio/ ^'*' f ^*^> ^^ ^^^^ TempUs to his Divinity ; and 
fending Jmbaffadors to acquaint him with'it, he 
a&ed them, whether /.&#/> City could make Gods of 
Men? They replying, That it couU-, Go then, 
faith he; make yonr/ehes f\xz\i, and then I ftall te- 
iieve that you can make a God tf me alfo^ 

J. 49. But 
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49. But to return from this impertinent Ds- 
'^km:^ — ^ proceed to confider, in the laft Place» 
f famous Metbodifi'DoSrine concerning Rigenera-* 

Lor the New Birth, Whereby they do not 
Regeneration by Bafti/m ; but fomething di^ 
and ofpofite. '.The Scriptures indeed may talk 
a fecond and fpiritual Birth ly Baptifm^ of the 
ing^ or Lanter^ of Regeneration ; but what 
that, if they take upon them profanely (at 
Wbitejield does in exprefs Words) to call 
jBi^ti/mal Regeneration, the Diana of the prefent 

t/*** — Or, as lAx.We/ley more gently fpeaks, 
the Waflnng of the Holy Qhofiy which was a J<w»' 
Pen in Bapti/m, h^ finned aFwayf — Or what if, ^' *** 
br all our beft Endeavours, Bapti/mal Regenera- 
be ineffeaual f For, iays he, *' though I have 3 Jottm. 
all the Means for twenty Years, I am not a P* '3* 

xftian. Verily, verily, I fay unto you, / mt^ 

horn again '^ And he calls thofe ** filind Lead- p. Ss* 
I of the Blind, who fpeak of the Nrw Birth, as 
h were no more than Bapttfrn^ 

Therefore, another greater and better New Birth 
ioft be fuperadded to fupply the Defeat. And 
% one would think the former fuffident for all 
Drpofes of a Chriftian ; fuppofing only that St. 
0«/fpeaks Truth', ** Chrift fandified and cleanfed Ephef.r< 
ie Chuixh with the Waflnng of Water i — that he *^* 
light prefent it to himfelf a Glorious Church, not 
tving Spot, or Wrinkle, or any fuch Thing/' — 

But I am again forgetting myfelf, and Title- 
^fige, which mentioned not Confutation, but only 
'fn^ijon. To this then let us proceed. This 
^ftical Regeneration is, it feems, twofold, a Lejfer, 

Vol. IL U and 



( 218 ) 

Wcfley **^^ Greater. " Bom again in the Higher Seitfl 
3 Joorn. of the Word, into a tbormtgby inward Change, by 
P» *4« the Love of Gad fticd abroad in the Heart, Bortt 
« again in the Lower Senfe is receiving Itemfflon of 
Wbitef. Sins:^ — * Mr. IVbitefi^ld Toskss Converfion to bb tlUJ 
3 Jouni. j^^g i;hing with the Niw fftrth. And CMnt Zk^ 
^ - * vundorf fays, ** Juftification \% the* fame as bdiqgf 
s Joaro. ^<'''>!' 6/^ ^0^* When a Man is begotten of God^ \M 
P- 39* Fear, and Sorrow, and Senfe of the Wrath of 

Gody arc the Pangs of the Ne^ Birthy ^W. \ 
Jovm. Brainerd fays of •* die hdiatr Conjurer, one f\ 
p. S6. thofe whom they call Poiunvonjos, that after his Cm- { 

'verfion^ in all Refpe6i$y he bears the Marks ef mt 
Wcflwy created a-ntrw in CMft Jefus^^ '-^** One reCcmi 
3 Journ, a full clear Senfe of Pardon, nunth Powwt tof fa m 



more?'* 



They nmSt not, however, as yet" wrap thcm- 

felves up in Security. For Mr. ff{^ey writes^ 

4 Toum. " ^^y 8^ through the Wildemefs-State of Doul/tr 

l>. 30, and Fears, and ftrong ^Femptations, after they havi? 

jIjJj^ received Remijffion ofSins.**^*-** After a clear -4^ 

p. 51. ranee that Go</ hath forgiven their Sins, — they are 

not to think themfelves any Thing even after this, 

*till thoroughly retiewed after the Image of GodJ^ 

. Of this he himjelf is an experimental Witnefs, " 

p.29-30! continued to feek it (/awing Faith) with ftrangeli 

difference, Dttlnefr, and Coldnefs, and unufi 

frequent Relapfes into Sin^ 'till Wtdnefdof, 

24, (1738) and then 4y«5^«*if^ was given me, 

he had taken away «y Sins, even mm.^ — Bat 11 

^.30-33. juediately after this iV^ 5/>/it, he ownethi «^- 

t€vi% Suggeftions that he had no Fmth,'^^ 

much buffeted *witb Timptationt, and * a Charge 

riot having a rtaxt fenfibk Change?'*'^ " I anifwi 

(fays Mr. V^'efey) I Jin not To^Day j and Jefia m; 

Maft( 
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tfaller lias tsrtid me to tah Thot^ht far the Mor- 
]pw." <AcG0f3diiigly» To-morr^yw ** he hath mamfald 
^^ftatiam^^-AxxX. comes off more than Conqueror \ 
1- has Freedom from Sin ; oot one unholy De- 
5rc." — Yet two Days afterwards, fays, " 1 griev- 
fd the Spirit of God^ and God bid bis Face : — Again 
^flaulted i — had more Comfort, — on which 1 be- 
gan to fre/ume $ — then thrown into Perplexity^ 
R'hether I had any Faith at all/' — And long after 
this, *' I was much in Doubt, whether G04/ would 3 J^ur^ 
not lay mc afidc." — " Margaret H^ (O how P' ^*^' 
faUm fince then!) witne^ed this good Confeffion, 
dl&t the Lamb of God had taken anuttf her 5i«f."-*- 
At the fame time the Love of God fo overflowed 
her Soul, that (he could not fpeak, or move.'* 
Hereobferve, this Woman was bom again both 
ia the Lower ami Higher Sen/e, and yet iince grie- 
yoody /allett, Agamj " A young Man, who 
had once known the Peace of God, but had finned 
it away, had a faeflf and clear Manifeftation of the 
love of God^^^ And in general, if, after the New 
Birth» they fall (as we have feen) into fuch Ter- 
rort^ Defjpondendes, Spiritual Defertions, fo often 
5i«, and rife again, £^c. — I do not fee but 
I their Regeneration may be often repeated^ again and 
again, to an indefinite Term, and that a Man may 
i keep a Birth-Day every Day of his Life ; and 
every Day experience the Throes and Pangs of 
Cbild-bearing, [Hereby we may be fatisfied, that i 

the invented Peculiarity of their nvonderful New 
Birthy is, properly fpeaking, nothing but the re^ 
nevjing of the Spirit of our Minds after Sin, or a 
heing renewed again to Repentance ; — reneiued in 
^gbieoufnefs and true Holinefsy after the Image of 
him that created us, &c.] 

U 2 In 
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In order to attain this Ne^ Birthy in the lonMjer 

or higher Senfc, they are to uxKiergo the Tormenb 

Whitcf. and Agonies of a Woman in Travail. For, •* It 

is in the Spiritual^ as in the Natural Lifei fiat 

feel more, others lefs, but all experience fbme 

Pangs and Travehy e\e Chrift is formed in them^^ 

XVcfley, — . " As my Mother bore me with g«at Pain^ fo 

3 Journ. jj^ J £^g| gj.g^|. p^^'^ ij^ jj^y gQuj^ ijj being ^or« of 

God. I thouglit the Pains of Hell were upon me, 
and that my Soul was taking leave of my Body. 
Was in this violent J^gony for about four Hours, 
then began to feel I *was horn of God^ 

Nothing lefs than feeling, as it were, the Agonies 

of Death, the Pains of Hell, and thinking they arc 

Pag. 19, '« Hell, will ferve. " Devils are dragging them 

to Helly their Bodies almoft torn afunder : — They 

are feized with the Spirit of Fear, Horror, and 

P.40,42, Defpair : — One in the Pains of Hell is jujlifieiy 

^^' and the Love of God Jhed abroad in her Heart : — 

Another, in Defpair, hath the fame : — Another 

linking down even as dead, hath her Sins taken 

4 Journ. anxjo^. *— One in a Fe^er feels great Terrors ; fears 
^•76. left he fhould drop into Hf //;— Another over- 
\}'^T whelmed with 2i horrible Dread, expefting nothing 

but to be fnjoallonAjed up in a Moment." — In gene- 
1 Journ. ral, a«? Mr. Wefley fpeaks, " The being in Oreo, 
P* ^^' (i. <?. in Hell) as they phrafe it, is thought an 

indifpenfihle Preparative for being a Chrifiian?'* 

Journ. The fame Accounts we have in Brainerdi " One 

p. S, 82. Indian felt that it was a gone Cafe with him, and 

thought he muft fink down to Hell-, *— but is foon 

another Man, created a-neva in Chrifi yefus, — A 

Conjurer, and Murtherer, giving out that he was 

Jome Great One, — thinks God will fend him into 

Helh 
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JRelly is jiift dropping into % he (hould be 
tlamnedy 

Hence Mr. Wejley defcribeth the fcvcral Cryings 
mit, RoaringSy Tellings, Cottvul/hnsy Contorfions^ 
*with the unutterable Agonies of Mind and Body^ — • 
by foch Exprcffions, as " groaning for Delive- 
rance, calling to God, as out of the Belly of 
Hell I as in their Pains and Pangs, &c. and if they 
have a fiarp and long Labour, then they are in* 
ibong Pain for fome Days, as yet not deUnjered at 
all ; the Children are come to the Birth, hut there is 
not Strength to bring forth,"*' — The fame is evident- 
ly fuppofcd by Mr, WhitefieU, in his Letter from 
Mr. Wejley^ « A Woman feized with little lefs than Whitcf. 
the Agonies of Death ; — five Days fhe travailed and 3 !«««• 
groaned, dien in a Moment ivas full of Lo^e and 
Joy. — Her Friends have acconnted her mad for 
thefe three Years." — Mr. Seward undergoing great P» 8i. 
inward Agonies and Tortures, like thofe of St. 
Paul, a pocM" travelling Woman, who fold Straws 
Toys (as a Midivife) comes and inilrudts him in the 
Nature of the New "Births — ** One having dropt 7 journ. 
down as if fhot with a Guni upon his rifing, I had p. ». 
half an Hoards Converfation with him on the Net'- 
ture of the New Birth:' 

This Kind of Regeneration yftmti^ acknowledge, 
w^ Mr. Wejley^ to be ^ finnething more thaa 
diat ^f Baptifm: '* To which I ihall foon find a 
proper Paralkl thronghoat. Bat £rft (hall mention 
a few Comparifons as to HeU felt in the New 
Birth, 

PUftarch fays in general, that ** 'n horrible and y^i^ ft. 
ripd Trembling and Quaking is called / d^rttfi l^uv, p* .ffi* 
' being in Hell, or a^ing HeUr—Sartoluj (ays, *< that 
Ignatius felt the Throes of Regeneratim to be as bad^ 

U 3 as 
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«5 Hellj and that the De'vils coold not invent a 

Life, nfjor/e Torture ^^^ St. T ere/ah Spiritual Regeneration 

Vol. !• ^as thus ; ** Our Lord placed her in Hell to fee the 

'* * * Torments prepared for her there. — The Entrance 

is like . a lo^^ narroFWy dark Furnace : —— At the 

End of the PafTage is a certain hollow Place, like 

a Pre/s in a Wall, into which ihe Jaw herfelf 

crowded extremely clo/e. — But as to the feeling 

Part, it is a Thing that can neither be related, or 

underwood. She felt a Fire in her Soul. All the 

moft infupportable Pains fhe had endured, though 

caufed by the De^il, are nothing of what I fdt 

there, prejpng, agonizing, fiijling, dejperate^ and 

torturing Di/content and Difguft, — To fay it is an 

Eradication, or rending of the Soul, is to fay little: 

The Soul tears itfelf in Pieces ; — by an interior 

Fire and De/pair, burned, and cut in Piecemeal all 

Vd. II. at once." And a little farther, " She is again re^ 

P* 31* duced to the fame State, for fome particular Sins." 

— And ftill after thisi " She lofeth all the Confi- 

lotions of Godi — all Virtues, even Faitb itfelf, are 

fufpended, i^c, the De*vil bringing her to fuch 

Heavinefs and Darknei^, as cannot be exfrejfed, 

much lefs exaggerated. -— The Lord tells her, it was 

from the Devil^'' 

In this Comfarifon^ (befides ^S^ general Similitude 

with the Metho£ftical New Birth) may be oh- 

ferved, the Refemblance with poor Mr. WhitefieUy 

whom the De^ml Jhut up in his Cbfet, and locked uf 

in Iron Armour j — • the DeviP^ being the Cau/e of 

the Pangs in the New Birth ; — and the Neceffity 

: of its being ieveral Times repeated:. 

^^f^H* ■ ^^^ farther on, Terefa (ays, ** that the Religi' 

ous under her InHitution every Month ^ve their Su* 

ferior an Account of their Spirit i wherein, with 

» great 
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• 

^ireat Fidelity, they difcover all the Turnings and 
Windings of their Souls to him^ who hereby ex- 
a^y underfbmds and weighs their Improvements/* 
Which pcrfedlly agreeth with Mr. Wejley\ Prepa- 
raiory Ccremofrf oiComfeffionto bimfelf\ " I fpent the 
Remainder of this, and the following Week, in 
examining ^oi^ of the Society; (peaking /e*vera/Iy 
U eacby that I might twn ferfedly know the State 
9f their Souk to God-nuard^'' This is the identical 
Maftf who had the AiTurance folemnly to de- 
clare, " lAjbat We praBife is^ the Omfejfion of /eve- Plain 
ral Perfom cmgointh* not to a Prieft, but to eacb ^^^^* 
Aether/ ^•''- 

Not that bare ConfeJJion, even to Mr. Wejley^ 
will be a /ufficient Preparation for the New Birtb : 
-— Penances are to be undergone ; divers Purga- 
tions and Lufirations of a cruel Kind are to be their 
Portion (not the Satisfaction of Chrift) before their 
being born again ; and thefe as an Equivalent to 
Purgatory^ and neceffaiy for the Expiation for Sin. 
» I adjourn this Point for a Minute, becaufe I 
muft not omit Madam Bourignon, whofe Liftitutiont 
having thrown a Man^into a dangerous Uifiemper^ fill- 
ing him with Sorrow, Sadnefs, and Sighing, C5fr. 
She tells his Wife, '' that her Dodrine is a Milky 
[the' <very four"] tbat begettetb Firgins j the Man*» 
Sorrow good and wholefome, — a Blejpng defigned 
to furge his Soul, to bring him to Perfections to 
wiite him to God: — That thefe wholefome Pains and 
Sigbs are tbe Throes of the Spiritual Birtb ^ and that 
Children, Natural or Spiritual, cannot be born again 
without Pain to the Flejb. Wherefore, I efleem 
your HuJhoMd happy for his Child-bearing Pains:\ 

iiight rifcn in Carkaefs^ Part lY. Lett. 22* 

. _ Thefe 
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Thefc Si^m of the New Birth were nmcli A^ 
fame^ when ^uakerifm had got Pootbg in the 
Nation, And that Pofify fet it on Foot, and for- 
nlfhed it too with Stiitsy Mr. Wefiey muft have 
Clup.S6. heard. In Tumer^s Hl/ory of Providences^ " Dr. 
Or fee templar relateth the Cafe of Robert Clmrchnumy who 
MWitch- ^^^ .leaving the GTurch of England^ and embra- 
«nft, dng ^uakeriffH ; his Wife being farther gone, and 
E?**'^6 a Principle wrought in her. But the Nfan, a litdc 
hefitating, was told by a Quaker, that he fiotddfee 
^ ^ign. Within a few Nights there was a violent 
Ztorm over his Room, and a Voice within him faid, 
•« ^ing PrMfes, fing Praifes j thou (halt fee the Glories 
of the New Jerufalem ;** and a glimmering Light ap- 
peared all over the Room. The Voice then com- 
manded him to get out of his Bed nakedy to go fo 
to fome Relations^ and threaten them with Fire and 
Brimftoney like that on ^odom and Gomorrah y if 
they did not obey. He went nakedy performed his 
MeiTage, and returned Home, where he ftood 
naked three or four Hours ; the ^firit within him, is 
an unufual Manner ; fometimes forcing him to fingy 
fometimes to hark like a Dog. — The Spirit too 
bad him kiU his obftinate Brother and Sifter ; and 
made him utter with great Readinefs many Places 
in Scripturoy of which he knew nothing before. 
The Drift was to perfuade him to ^akerifmy of 
which Se£i it named many. In about three or fbar 
Hours the Man came to himfelfy and gave a perfeft 
Account of all that had befallen him. Some 
Nights afterwards the fiune Trouble was renewed. 
His Wife was tortured with extraordinary Pains', 
and the Chikb-en complained, that their Mouth 
were flopped as with fVool. Upon Dr. TempUr^s 
Continuance with him, and by Prayer^ he was per- 
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ft&ly /rts from ali MoiefiaHoni and he, by the* 
Dtaort Advice, kept dofe to die PmhUc Strvice of 
GoJj and had nothing to do with the ^uakersf or 
their Writings, But the Quaker gave out, ** that 
the Poiwer of God iwmld come upom him again,^ 
And accordingly on the Tenth of the Month his 
Trouhles returned* The Voice faid many Things, and 
quoted Scripture to bring him from the Church to 
^uakerifm ; and faid, ^< it would ftrive with him, 
as the Angel did with Jacohy nntil the Breaking of 
the Day : " At which Time it left him. When the 
Spirit came again, he was peremptory in refiiting 
it, and faid it was a Spirit of Delufion, Upon 
which the Spirit denounced a Curfe and Damnation 
upon him ; and {o left him with a very great Heat 
in bis Bodf, After this, being comforted, and con* 
fidering what had happened, A Foice ^within him 
Jpake^ and faid, " that the Spirit^ which was before 
upon him, was a Spirit of Delufion, but now the 
true Spirit of God was come into him." It ac- 
quainted him, that the Dofhine of the Trinity was 
true, and that God had an EleSl People, Vc, the 
Truth of which the Mtmfier of the To^n would 
inflrudt him in. — A few Days after, the Spirit 
came upon him in the Fieidy and preiTed him to be- 
lieve, that he was adled upon by the good Spirit j 
of which, however, he much doubted, — One 
Night it told him, " if he would not believe with- 
out a Sign, he fhould have ^hat Sign he would." 
Upon that Robert Churchman defired, that if it was 
a good Spirit, the Wire-Candleftick, which ftood 
upon the Cupboard, might be turned into Brafi\ 
which the Spirit faid he would do. Prefcntly 
there was an unfavory Smell in the Room, but no- 
thing was done towards fulfilling the Promife. On 

the 
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ihf Urtt^D^ fol]owbig» it came, upon him ia 
Cffunek i Wben tixe Chfi^^irs Wfne rei^ li/» tusBotf 
t^ them in hk Bihk» i>«t was not ^/r |« naWl' 
Wbon^e Ffalm^^ Tox^ he codd not frmptma 
a Syllailc, T)ie next Day his Sf«ch wa& wholly 
tdiea fvom him. ^' As wc were prajitig, {bjs 
Bn. TsmfUr) he was ihrcfu» mi of bis Bed^ and 
<;alled to tnej witih great Vehemence, to bald mf 
Tfit^ite, When Frop^ wa^ <k)oe, his Tongae was 
bwnds^ beforei 'till at lafi he broke out inta thefe 
Words, ^ 7buu is tbt Xhgthn:^ which he repeat* 
ed above a handled Times. Sometimes he was 
forced into an txtreme Laughter i fomedmes into 
Singing-^ ^his {iands heating bis Breafty with un- 
u{ual Uemiings in bis B»dy, The T^ifiemper con- 
tinued 'till towards the Morning of the next Day j 
when the Voicf^ (Igaifying that it would kave hins, 
bad him get upon bis Knees^ in order to that End. 
He did fo, and prefently he had a perfect Com' 
mand of hitnfelf i and gave a fober Account (^ all 
that pafledy having a difliuS Remembratue of what 
the Spirit forced him to do. — But foon after the 
Spirit raged again after its former Manner $ but he 
was by Prayer intirely releafed. This prevailed 
upon bim, his Family, and mofty others^ to difclaim 
^akerifwi and attend tbe Parocbiai Cburcb. — 
You may be confident of the Truth of what is here 
related by J. T." — Immediately follows, ia Tur- 
ner, the Cafe of one John Gilpin. " He was much 
taken with the new Doiirine of^akerifin\ and be- 
ing directed to hearken to the Voice ^witbin bim, one 
Day as he was walking in his Cbamber, he began 
to quake extremely, could not fand, but fell upon 
his Be^, where he cried and bodied in a terrible 
and hideous Manner, (as others of them ufed to 

do) 
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ida) wbidh le hxHici upon ts the Pains rf the 
Tiefto Bhnh\ hf tU^gn^ \i»ceefedfir9m hwjoilng^ and 
rqoiced^ that now he conkl witnefs againft tlie 
Mhttfi^i of Eftgkmdy as Faifi FrofhefSy and Pritp 
rf BwuUi, After tliis he has dirers painfbl, uttfe^en 
Strokes^-^ hean ^mV^a*— diicerns fomethhtg enter 
iftto his 2?0i^» whkh Stttan foggefted to be the 6J^'« 
fU of Godlike n Doifi. — ^ He 19 in great Rapture^ 
ato apprehendttig hia Sfhitual Marriage and Unioh 
nvith Chrifti and heard the Feice faying, << Chrtft 
in God, and God in Cbrifi, and Onift in thee:^ 
Which Words he was compeOed tojing in afti^ange 
Mamer; 2LS2iil[o iSrets'P^Skgiis of Serifture; then 
ike De^l railed him up, and bid him be bumble i 
then brought hhn on his Knees agam. *— Then^ 
tsxntA about the TVsmr, he proclaimed, ** lam tbe 
Wa^y the 7nab^ emd tbe Lifer Once being caft 
fipcm \&% Back on the Gromsdf the Voice faid» 
** Thou ftuSx hav« tnue Angels to keep thde ;" and 
immediateif two ^allowt came down the Chim- 
ney. After this he goes roaring aboat the StreM ; 
his Hand is fofted to Uk^ up a Kn^e^ and put it 
to Ws TbrMt, the Tsiflr ikying* « C^n a Hole therey 
and I will giwe tbee Eternal Ufir But, perfuaded 
by his tFifh t6 go to Bedf in the Momhig he roared 
out, '* JVflW tbe Dei/il is gM ^nt of me :''* At which 
Infhmt there was h^sad a peat ^btmder. — The 
Devil^cm^ asm, aid faid, « that it was Satan 
that had pefijkl Urn hitherto, but now Cbrijl was 
cam^i suid had ea/ out Satan ; and that whiat he 
bad «^ before in hils Cfoat^ in Obedience to $«• 
taft^ he muft tmde in bis Shirt in Obedience t^ 
QhHjlr WkMUf^bfi]^ goes oncinfio tike Streets 
in bis Shirt, and, in Obedience to the De^sij^m- 
jd^akid/ is carried by four H^emen into His Bed- 
Then 
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Then he fk$U in bis Belly the Uvhtg WMer ef the 
Spirit f flowing up and down, and two Angels wak 
upon him in the Shape of Butterflies. After this* 
fufpefting that he was aded by Satastf he cries oo^' 
*' Lord, what wilt thou hspve sue to do /"'* The Devil 
anfweredy ** It is now too late ; Sesiience is already 
faffed againfi thee,'''* Hereupon he lay^ down in Be* • 
/fair I but preTently the Devil told him, *^ that 
it was a white Devil that had deltided him this fe* 
cond Time, bat that now Cbrift was come issdeedf 
and would caft him outJ'^ He then thought the 
Devil was efe^ed; but then all his Members fell on 
working, as if the Pangs of Death were upon him ; 
the Voice telling him» *^ that they were the Pangs 
of the Nevj Birth, and Cbrift tvas nevs^/brtned in 
bim^ And the Devil told him, ** that now he 
ihould work Wonders 9 and caft out Devils in Chrijts 
Name,''^ The Man thinking it all a SatanicalDe- 
lujian, he fell into a horrid Fear» and the Devil 
told him, '< that all this while he had been^^rvM^ 
him 9 and that it was too late to repent^'' Hence he 
fell into Dejfair, and great Terrors. But at laft 
GodgSLVe him Repentance^ and Peace in bis Confci^ 
ence. Whereupon he fuhlijhed a Narrative of thefe 
Things, as a Caution to others ; — * attefted under 
the Hand of the Mayor ofKendal, Misfifter^ School" 
snafter, &c.*' — There fc^ows more of this Satani" 
cal flooding Kind; *< many falling into dreadful 
TremUings in their whole Bodies and Joints, with 
Rifiogs and Swellings in their Bowels ; Shriekings, 
Yellings, Howlings, and Roarings. And yet fomt 
were induced by thefe Artifces to leave the Church 
for ^uakerifmi being perfuaded fo exfe& the Fewer 
to come, &c.*t 

Much 
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Much more I coald prodace from the early Ac* 
counts of ^akerifm^ concerning their horrible FifSp 
knocking donAm People by a Look^ or Word, and 
^reading the Contagion inftantly among Numbers ; 
— all Maries and Proofs of the l^ew Birth, But 
^at I hare here tranfcribed may be thought 
tedioas ; though, I hope^ not unfiafo?: ablet or im^ 
pertinent. For here we have a firange Fanaticifm 
caught from Popery iy the ^akers^ and from both 
by the Methodiftsi who have taken a Copy of the 
Piffure very exafUy, and in the moft minute Lines 
and Features.* Some Difference there is, as to the 
Idetho£fis taking up a Delufion^ which (as far as I can 
judge) the Quakers have been laying donvn ; — and 
as die Mimfters of the Church took Occaiion from 
foch horrible Adlions, Appearances, and Preten- 
fions, to recover the Sufferer from their Delujtons ; 
which Mr. Wejley is perverting to their Confirmation* 
Whether all be not mere Diabolical Operation^ or 
Jl4agical Impojiurey or Juggling Artifice, or Natural 
Etabufiafm highly vjorkedup by a cunning Operator, or 
the Effe^ of fime unaccountable Difiemper ; — and 
bonv far all, or any of thefe may be concerned, 
and where to fix their Boundaries i —r 1 confcfs 
myfelf unable to determine. Though in general it 
is clear enough, that the Myfiety of Iniquity is 
nvorking. 

But I mufl remember what I mentioned, con- 
cerning fome other cruel Purgations and Luftrations 
Ifke Purgatory, which the Methodifts mu(^ undergo* 
as Preparatory to the Nevj Birth. Hence, I fup- 
pofe, the Devon/hire Farmer (as before related) 
fo readily fubmitted to the Difcipline of forty Stripes 
Javi one, and his Wife to a Purging by Fire and 
V0L> U; . X Water. 
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4 Joarn. Watgr, -^ Hc»ce Ma Wefliy mendonai " one, wlwwi 

^' ^^* , God is purifying in the Fire, for beating his Wife^ a 

Mtthodift, in Anfwer to the F rovers of his Wife" 

— Hence he fpeaks (b oftea of a Firt huming in 

3Journ. to Difdpleu " One was caying continually, / 

P'95- bum^ llurnt O! what ttiall X do ? I hAve a Firv 

Sjoorn. ivitUu. w." — Another fayv " I felu the;wrj» 

P' 83* Fin p/HeU; all aiy Body wa$. in. as much Pain, 

as if I had been in a burning fery FumaccJ''' — ^ And 

heAcehis Conftru6lion of that Text, ^*- concemixg 

the fiery Trials 'which is to try usy i Pet. iv- 12, 

(which ignoroftt Cammfntaiors ejqjound* by Berjecu- 

tigns.) as bdonging to his innvard Fire, &c," 

After the fame Manner the Pafidim teach. 

Thyw. " Several P<iffefe4. Perfatsy or the Dfftnl m them. 

Daemon, ^jnplain of burning at the Prefencej or by the 

II "'* Praters of the Saints ;. and hereby being in a. double 

1*3* Firey — The fame Author fays, " that the Bewls, 

^ ^^' who poffefs others, bring a FiW lik& that of Heli 

pljsj*. wi^ '^«»« ^"^^ *^^® * terrible Burning."— In the 

Tom.iv. Malleju Maleficarum we find thefe iwward Burnings 

p. 112. tQ. he 3i certain Sign 0/ being bede^viled*^^ Hewnteth 

Tom. Hi. ag^» " *1^^ ^y * V^ ExorcifiOitit. Fir^ n»uft b« 

(.8^229. driven out by another, and the Dewi, who lurks in 

his Prey, be put to Flight. by burning Muheds, like 

the Flaxneapf iW^j and then he will gacmt » lie 

Shape of Fire^ but leave a Burning behind Ui»J* 

But, whatever Likenefs thefe torturing hefitatims 

njay carry of Purgatory % Mr. WeJUf. may perhl^ 

difiinguijb (as he did with Regard, to Cknfiifflcn} 

that Popip Purgatory lies on* th# oiifci* ^i<^ ^ A64 

Gra'ue} his belpngs only to thee Ltfk. But dut 

Pretence n^ufV be deemed «ir«rv Gn«/. By as^-* 

dsfting and JoreJi^Mng thei i ipie^ he. hath Popi/^. Examr 

pies -9, 2un4 niay take Advantage of Papal, Difpenfit- 

I tions. 
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iloju, which fometimes commute the Tenancey and 
rcleafe Perfons from the Torments of Purgatory 
after Deaths upon Condition of their undergoing 
equivalent Sufferings here. One fuch Inflance WC 
had before of Pofe Clement : Another fuch Grant Dift. i, 
we fee in Speculum Exemplorum : Another in Dia- ^*P' 53- 
tium MtntfKOrumy September 12. — Another in the 
francifcan Martyrology, May 14 ; where " Sifler 
Cafildis requcfted, that (he might enjoy in this Life 
the Punilhment fhe was to receive in Purgatory, It 
was granted, and (he was feized with a Holy Fire^ 
(Igne S aero,' ox St. Anthonys Fire) from Head to 
Foot, which totally confumed her." — There 
may indeed be fome Danger in making this Ex^ 
changes the Sufferings here being certain^ the ether 
imaginary. 

But, even upon this Suppojition^ " the Torments 
inflidled on the Methodifts will be great Gain j by 
bringing them to a State of PerfeStion^ and unfm- 
mng Ohe£encey which will be full Proof too of their 
Pardon and Sahation.^^ And that this Perfe^ion 
extendeth not barely to a Similitude luith Qjrijf, 
but an Equality ; we may recall Mr. Wefley\ cer- 
tain •* Experiences, of fome of his Followers be- 
ing as free from inivard Corruption, and all ^^- 
mainders of Corruption, as Chrifi himfelf was : '* 
— ** Pardon, with Power to fin no more, &c.** 
We may obferve how carefully, for Fear of a 
Miftake, he inferts Expreffions to this Purpofe : 
^* Thoroughly renewed after the Image of Chriji ; — 4 JouriW 
an entire Change from the Image of the De*vil to P* 5i« 
the Image of Godr — Mr. IVhitefeldioo ; « All 3 > »• 
experience Pangs and Travels, eVe Chrift is formed ^' ** 
in them, and brought forth in the Meafure of his 
Tulnefs, 'whofilleth all in all.'''' Such is their Per- 
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fijStofii equal to God*sFulnefs, and fo to be brou^f 
forth in us. And yet the fame Mr. Whitefitid (as 
a Proof of his Confefiency and Impartiality) com- 
Jcurn. plains elfewhcre, " that fome EngUfl? Friends had 
*^* thrown afide the Ufe of Means, and were diiput- 
ing for firdefs Ferfe^iofif and uKt<verfal Redemptim, 
This is one of his * Home-Strokes ' upon Mr. JVeJley, 
and Adherents, 

Thus muft the poor Methodifts be plunged over 
Head and Ears into Vai'iety of Tortures beyond Ex- 
frejffiofif or Conception \ in Lakes of Fire, as bad 
as Purgatory^ or He/l ; and then they have the Fa- 
vour of being told by their Teachers, that they arc 
regenerate and incorruptible. And thofe who have 
the flrongefi Fancy, the boldefl Imagination and Pre- 
Jumption, will fooneft believe, — arid be decei'ved. 
Let me fee among them but a Jingle Infianccy that 
\vill exceed the Cafe of that mighty Hero of Anti- 
quity, Achilles, " When he was young, the old 
Lady, his Mother, dipped him in the Stygian Lake, 
as a fure Method of rendering him intmlnerable. 
But, unluckily, as fhe held him by the Hiel, while 
ihe was <wajhing him, that Part remained unfecure ; 
and in the Day of Battle, there the Pythian God 
mortally wounded him,'''* After all their Luftrations, 
the old Serpent 'will bite them by the Heel, The 
■common Cant of Enthujiafm, that whatever the Saints 
do, after the 2<lew Birth, is no Sin, or that God 
Jeeth no Sin in the Ele^, will fcarce infure them : 
1 Deal. — Nor yet Mr. Whitefield^ modeft Afiurance of 
T- 4^' CJ3rifi*s Prerogati've being transferred to him j " God 
3 JgO^«' being pleafed to fhew me, that / Jhauld bruife Sa- 
tan's Head: '' — Nor the fame Power aflamai by 
Wcfley, other NlethoSfis, *« of bruifmg his Head, and 
Sjourn. trampling him under their Feet.'* Which, how- 

ever. 
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X^r, may deferve as much Cre/fft, as the Stgry 
of ♦« St. Dunftanh holding the Devil by the No/e 
wkh a Pair of re^hof Tongs ; " — or, " St. Ger- Vitu 
trude's hanging the Devil upon a Gihhet, which, 0/^35*^* 
her HtJIorian iays, flic did, truly ^ titer ally j and 
corp6raHy ; *' — or, ** cither St, Juliana\y er St, Brev. 
Margaret's itcrcc Combat with the De*i^l, and their l"^"^^^^ 
tatking him \ip in their Arms, and throwing him Jua. 20. 
i>at open the Dunghi/L** 

§. 50. It were no difficult Matter to proiccute 
this Siabjedt, of fuch Phantaftic Privileges attained 
"by fuch horrible Methods^ — through .«r/fj, Injs- 
delsy and "Heretics, and other v:ichedly Enthujtafiit 
^r^aries, efpectally Pafifis ; — and hereby trace out 
'^rCi2:Tiy genuine Marks of falfe Religion^ — but tmt 
hnfojfure. 

But I promifed a p-oper and coTnplete Parallel tjf 
t>ur Methodiftical Nevj Birth. Which I am now to 
perform, — by tvjo Comfarifins\ the Firft of \^4iich 
Thall be die famous Initiation into the Myfteries\ that 
confummdte Delufion of the Heathen fVorld, and 
Which hath been called " tiie molt execrably-facred 
Invention of diabolicatVr^vvCy and Fallacy." 

The later Ptatonifs, (who were the moft izrjrfr 
^and bitter Enemies to the ChHflian Religion) in 
Oppofition to BaptifmAt Regenerationy i>oafted great- 
ly of 'their own Myftical Inflitutions, Hierocks wri- Hicroc. 
tcth, " It is neceffary for die Purgation of the Necdh. 
Soul, and its Reftitutiony to be initiated into our My^ P* **3« 
Jkriesy — Which bring on the Perfection of the whole 
Man. Without thefe Cathartics of the Lucid Body^ 
we dffend both in Body and Mind. But by Initio 
ation Men are upon the Wing fox a Purtitipation if 
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Dhimty ; are redored to their Primttvve State, li^ 
come Godsy and are no longer Mortals, 

See *' The initiated are carried through terrible 

?!rk^^' ^J^* ConcujffjOHS of the Place^ Fire^ and Smoke, and 
p. So. Darknefsf and *vari§us frightful Ohje3s ; — through 
Purgatory and Hell conveyed into Elyfium and Hea- 
v«f."— " This Theurgy^ or Sacred Work, is the 
Art of Divine Operations, to cure Difeafesy drive 
away Damons, petfeS and regenerate the Soul by 
magical Ceremonies ; and is introdadory to cekftid 
Illuminations, hfpirations. Apparitions, and God- 
Societies f to an fublime and venerable SpeBacles^^ — 
^^ As in Souls there is a Principle of ReduSlion; they 
have certain Tokens and ImpreJJions from God, where- 
by they are moved to return. And they have pro- 
vided a magical Fountain of Virtue for Souls in the 
Canities of HecatisUft Side\ and certain Deities^ 
called ^AyikiKiKroi^ Inexorable, and not to be 
Myfter. fweetened, tsfr." — Jamhlichus fpeaks of " Die- 
Cap ' c ' ^"^^^ *^^* terrify and threaten horriUy,. and agitate 
6^ 7« and draw Souls by afiomjhing and fhaking the Ima- 
gination, - But this is refolved into the Authority of 
the PrieJI, who, in Virtue of thejecret Myfteries, 
a£is not as a Man, but as a God; and therefore his 
Commands are ilronger than would otherwife be- 
come him« Not that he intends to execute what 
he threateneth; but to fhew what Authority h^ 
hath, by Means of his Union 'with the Gods: 
Which Union he hath procured by his Knowledge 
of xK&fecret Symbols,'''' — " The Damons have the 
Guardianfhip of the Inejfahle Myfteries^ which com- 
prehend the Dif^fition of the WorW\ 

St. 
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St. Aujiin relateth the Sentiment of Porphyry, a DeCcr« 
Tlattmiftj (not the y^m^M One ; hi will come in Pf^«. 
afterwards) ** that the Soul by certain ^heurgicalCon- Cap! 9I 
Jecraiionsj which they call Initiationsy is rendered fit ^^ «1^» 
and apt for the Reception of Spirits, and Angels, ^' ^ 
and to fie the GoM^ 

For a particular Example we may call in Julian^ 
the Apofiate, once a LeSiurer in the Chrifiian Church, 
who, like the Methodijis, fet up the New Birth of 
the Myfteries Platonic, againfl that of Bapti/m ; and, 
as Gregory Nazianzen hath it in his Firfl Steliteutic, 
** oppofed an execrahU Initiation to tht Chnfiian Ini- 
tiation hy Bapti/m ;— for this he defcendeth intoy^^* 
terranean Dens of Darknefi to confult Damons, and 
bring out Prophecy ; where he is (buck with Ter- 
rors, ilrange unufual Sounds, fiery SfeQacles, many 
iiU and fomddahle Obje£ls 3 and this again and 
again.'' What Impoftures and Delufions were his 
Fate before he returned, they can tell, who are 
initiated themfelves, or initiate others. — But he 
returns with a ghaflly, mad Look, as pojfejfed by a • 
Daemon. This they call Enthufiafin. And he was 
highly delighted with his Tortures and Burnings, — 
This was not the leaft of his Impieties,^'* — St. c.Tnliaii^ 
Cyril alfo upbraideth him on the fame Ac- lib. VL 
count, '^ as a Patron of tiiofe noSlumaland immo" 
defi Myfieries^* 

So far concerning the Platonifis, But I have a 
Mind to enlarge a little, and be more particular 
about the Mjfieries, for the Sake of better Compart- 
fon. And, for the fame Reafon, I would once^ 
more jufl run over the principal Occurrences in the 
Progre/s of Methodi/m, « They fet out with tri- 
Win^y fuperfiitious Rules, prepared for great Things, 
and undergoing a Purgation, by unreafonable Fafl- 

iiigs,. 



( 436 ) 

ings, Watchings, Mortifications; ntitbet Jastgiitf, 
nor fmtlingy unlef^ compelled to it by the Dm/; 
private C7/!r/^(7ff/, withoutany Maimer of ^^/2r«tf; 
pafs the fery Trial of BlaJphemieSf Infidelitiesy aOl 
Athetfm ; are fmkten by th€ 2Jw/7, or their Tutch- 
ers^ with Falls to the Groand> Heavings, Sweat- 
ings, Roarings, Shrieks, Yeliings; with PaiRS, 
Convulfions, Trepidations, Terrors, Madaefs, Dc- 
fpair, Conibats with ^atan ; Deprivation of the 
^enfesy Aftonifhment, Amazement, and Stonniiig. 
—They have Intervals and Vidjjfitudts of iJgbt anil 
Varknefs ; alternate Rifmgs and Fallings j Sfnritual 
Deje3ions and Defertions, and again Confolations 
and Prefumptions ; ride triumphantly with Ckriji 
in his Chariot^ and then move heavily when he 
taketh off his Cbariot-^heds ; are carried up to 
Hionjen^ and down ag^in to tielL As the Founda- 
tion of the l^rw Birth, they feel all pofftUe Jgo- 
niesi P^ngs and Tortures of Mind and Body ; an 
in Hell, or fed all Hell nvithin them. But Things 
hegin to mend ; they fall into EcftaJies, Revela- 
tions, andViiions ; they fee and hear -different 
Sounds ahd 'Voices, Apparitions and Spedlacles «f 
Devils and Hell ; and thefe changed for God, An- 
gels, and Heaven, But going down to Hell they 
conqner ^a/«xr, and trample him under Foot; — 
they are fluihed with Perfbdiotl, AiTurances of 
iPardon and ^ Salvation^ become canomxedf are 
plunged into God, are all God, Hence they juftly 
iMternn and anathematize all the XJnmethodixed, as of 
a mean and reprobate Way j with their Morality 
ttey fii* into Helir 

Such is the Compofition of diis New Dlfpenfih 
fi9n. And if every Particular be not, ftriffly ipeak- 
iffg, ii necejptrj Part of their Airw ^irtb; it is all 

a/r^« 
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a frellmnary IntroduSiofty or a Pari of tbi Mtiia* 
tk/Ts Progrefi^ -^ aader the DireSion of iUumiuUid 
and inured Teacbers, 

Would not this amaze any Perfon, who has any 
Reverence or Regard to certain infiirtd Writings^ 
called the Bible ? With what Face, or by whiC 
Authority, do thefe bold Mifcreants make thcfe 
MelUJb Horrors and Tortures 2, fundamental Part ^ 
tbe CbriJIian Relipon? Whence the Prefumpdon, or 
where taught in the Biblt^ that, in order tvbe 
born again, *< all muft pafs through thefe Pangt^ 
and God is compelled to defert them, and fo leave 
them in Defpair^ Blafpbenr^^ &c. and that they 
are to be knocked dtFwn^ and unacconntahhf tonaentod 
by tbe Devil, or Man ? Where is it reqmredt (as 
furely, if neceiTary, it would plainly and peremp- 
torily be) that fuch Infernal Seizures are thcii^- 
fointed Preparations for a ChrifiiaiCs Regtmrationf 
Yes, they have the Pace even to teach tins, and (as 
if evtrf one had been fuch a violent Perfecator^ 
and every one was to be converted in bis extraorS" 
nary Manner) both Mr. Wejley and Wlntefiild have 
produced St. Paut% being fbiick to the Ground, and 
continuing three Days blind, as being in this Man- 
ner, and during this Time, in the Pangs of tbe 
NenAj Birtb. Whereas, it had been much more to 
their Purpofe to have thought upon, ** the facri- 
£cing of your Sons and your Daughters unto Di^ 
ntils, — Tbe Tabernacle of your God Molocb, to whom 
Cbildren were confecrated by pafling through the 
Fire, in the Valley of Gebenna; " and which Do^ 
vilijh Sacrifice was done, in order to extort Fro- 
pbecy out of the miferable Sufferers. Whence 
making Children pafs through the Fire, and ufing 
Divination^ are fo often joined in Scripture. 

§. 51. But 
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^ 5^ . But I f eturn no the Hiathen Mjfttriri, 
wherein the profound Secrets of Fagamfm were 
VWdWKi. ^}i^t keUgims Qeftmmties were inftitut* 
4Bd in HoMltir of 'ibme 'of their Gods and Goddejfes^ 
4B MaeehuSy Vams^ Cyheky fkcutey Jfis^ &c. The 
Dmiies mvtt not fe much dtftinS Perjbns, as paflmg 
fuitbr iSffmm Names; and the Ceremomes were 
msiif iRMioh ^edike. Bat the moft renutrkahle^ and 
inOiiohsn a Mannlsrcoifyprized, and iwallowed up 
4dl the reft, were the Elfufiniem Myfleries^ facred to 
^ook II. Gtm md^rv/effina. Mr. JVarhurtWy in his Dm'ff^ 
S€ft*4« JjigMimtj \Mik given ns a large and good Ac- 
oooot of them ; and couM I have procared Meur- 
fau de Eieufikiisy no Palticular would have been 
-wamiiig. 

But I muft pick up the beil Helps I can. What 
'gave BMb to the Mjflerres, which give the New 
Tttlly, ^irth4o 4ki hhreuedy was this : ^ J^iuto having 
Ctp.^.* ^''''^A^ ^f^irfina, (fuch A^ons being common 
with fUaehtn Dekies) carried her down to Hetl^ 
tituou^^dt/tnai and dark Faffagey near Syracttfi, 
-whi^h grew afterwards famons for many Prodigies 
-emd Miracles ^ fler inconfblable Mother ^ Cerej, 
<ftrolled atxHit all the World in Queft of her, anB 
having Information that P/nto had got PoJJeJJion d 
her, and whirled her to the Infernal Regions, (he 
lighteth a Torch at Mount JEtna, (which hath 
burned ever iince) and plungeth down to fetch 
hack her Daughter to Light and Life ; and fo far ob- 
tains, thitt her Time ftiould be diruided betnhecn Hell 
and HeavenJ*^ — This Stofy, with the Incidents and 
E'vent of the Ramblings of the Goddefs^ was mimick* 
ed in the JMhJieries ; and by Scenicai Machineries re* 

* prefenicd 
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fr^tMed tQ the- InttiiUid. " TllC tveipi^g GfitU^ in Chit 
the Cottife cf bcr Rsmi/ej fat down npon n ^/ow, ^j^^^ 
called hence UirfA *AyiJiAvft tbe l/Ai^gMr^ p. 14.' 
Stone, ^hefauj one of ^ hutimtid^ fat down upon Ariftop. 
the fame, before hii DrftiMt into. HeiL^ And apon y^yi%. 
this Stone we may fuppofe Mr. ^^s/^^ w^a fittinn^ Schol. 
mz^naJancbolyMfiM^ v^n he mads tlu( ^* &9lmH 
VcFw nevec to Umfihy or ef«ii xo/miU more,"* 

The Myfimes are gentrally allowed to ha¥o 
been a cumdng Dtfdkt^ invented with politick 
Views by Uben fipp^fed /« is iti/pired^ or fome Prs* 
pheiic Women ; -^ fuch aa OrphatSf one of tW Fa* 
thers of tbo Myfierusy and Compoftr of tfynm for th^ 
Ufe of the. Initiated i^ot the Frefbet4fi SifylUh, 
i^ffired hy^ Aftdh% and who fwelUd^^ rem^ f^Mm 
mad. 

And heaved J impatient ofth^ incumbent God. JEn, Vlt 

She was Odde *o JEmoh piefcribod hta Prt^St 
and Nigbt^S^urificet of tambs% &C. /R tkcattf tbo 
Fnriesy Pro/erpina^ and Pluh-i flie condofted hin 
through Hoitnons and Darknofi to the hfflrnai Mam* 
fiom^ and broaght him ba(k in Tnumph, 

Thgagc Mji/feriu were divided nAo the greater 
and the iej/ir: In tbei lefer (after fome magnifi* 
cent Eroi^ifes and Expe^ationsi) the Votaries^ by 
Wiq^ of PrepMra$oey Ceremonies^ wece in>oi|ied Fe^ 
ings^ Nighil'^^watchingt Oonfoffion to the Prefidtnt of the: 
Inlglfitries^ with. Variety of crutiaiing Lnflratione^ 
Thus quaUfiedy they were initiated into tb» grutUr. 
For theii^ the>y underwent more tremendous Ritee $ 
Retf^^fiutatiom were made to their Ejej and Ears^ 
--^of ibange^ fyions and SpeSaebsy of Voices^ 
Ho^udittgi of Meni Women, and Children ;«•« 

Thjogp whifji €«afi^ dn^ sapft. 4^M J^tdes. o£ 

Body 
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^ody knd Mind ; Coldnd^, Sweats, Terrors, Con-* 
flernation, Lofs of Senfes, or elfe the utmoft Tor- 
tares, Defpair and Madnefs. They were furrounded 
with all the Infernal Jtffaratus of Serpents, Furies^ 
Divilsy and Heii, \ — Recreated fbmetimes with a 
little Light and Hefe; Mixtures, or Viciffitudes 
of Light and Darknefs, of Horrors and Com- 
forts : — At length the Scenes are changed ; Elyfium 
and Heaven dance before their Eyes ; they fee, and 
hear, Gods and Goddejfes: — Then they come out 
futrified and ferfeSt\ regenerated, and horn again \ 
exulting in a Security of Happinefs in Life, and af- 
ter Death of afcending to Jupiter. While the 
Nen-initiated 2Jt to be miferable all their Days, 
and finally wallow in Mud and Mire, in Horror 
and Darknefs, and Tortures, in Hell, 

Such is the Nature and Procefs of the lAyJle-^ 
vies. 

The ingenious Mr. Warhurton has hence taken 
Occafion to make ^neas\ Defcent into Hell (as 
defcribed by Firgil) to fignify nothing elfe but 
that Heroes Initiation into the Myfteries ; and he hath 
worked up the Gmparifon into a furfrixing Like" 
nefs, Antient Writers, indeed, fay, That Heroic 
Us, when he was going down to Hell, to drag 
Cerberus thence, was previouily admitted to the 
Myfteries of Ceres ; and that feveral others were 
p^i5»^, i^ii^td, by way of Expiation of their Crimes, he- 
fore their Defcent to thofe gloomy Regions. Bat 
as they exprefsly fay. That they were initiated in- 
to i^cfmaller Myfteries only, the Matter may eafily 
be reconciled, and the Defcent into Hell afterwards 
may fignify their becoming Epopta, or Initiation 
into the grand Myfteries ; efpecially as the Ceremo' 
nies of this latter were concealed z& much as poflible, 

and 
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and the Epopta were under an Oath not to reveal 
the Secret. 

I can hardly, I confefs, allow the Myfterm to 
have been originally of fuch an innocent Nature^ 
and with fuch good DeJigUy as Mr. Warburton pleads 
for. But as he acknowledgeth, that << they be- 
came in time, and by Report njery early too> bor^ 
ridly corrupt, the Seafon of Luft and Revenge i^^ 
there needs no great Difpute. — As to the ** double 
Do^rine, (the Confequence of Initiation) faying 
one Thing ^wben they thought another; the external, 
and internal ; a 'vulgar, and a fecret one ; the firft 
o^lj taught, the fecond confined to a feleSl Num- 
her }^^ — the Coniideratien of this Point I leave to 
Mr. WeJUy, whom we allow to be an Adept in the 
double Do^rine. 

§. 52. It is. not to be expelled that my bare 
Word ^ould be taken by Mr. ff^ejley, whofe o^n 
may fometiihes be fujpe^ed. And therefore I 
ihall produce my Vouchers j as a J unification of 
my Comparifon of the Myfteries imth Methodifm, and 
as no bad Entertainment for the Reader. 

" So much Honour was paid to thofe who were See Cor. 
to be initiated into the facred Myfteries, that J!'"^*- 
it was ufual to carry them thither, and accom- p. j^j. 
pany them, in a Chariot." This was to anfwer 
the Original of the Myfteries ^ Pluto\ whirling away 
Troferpina, in his Chariot to Hell; where (he was 
to lye-in, and bring forth future Gods, Thus in 
the Poet : 

— Volucri fertur Troferpina Curru, ' Rapt. 

Proferp. 

And Pluto thus comforts her: Mb. ll. 

Vol. II. y Jmifum 
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^mtjfum m crede Diem, Sunt altera noks 
Bidera ; fiait Orbes oHi : Lufneftgue wiMs 
furiusi Ehji/uimque magie mtrahere :Solemy 

ymt felix witm ^ndtn jamJatM/utuns 
ExfiBat Nactma Betu. 

And thus ia the early Days of Methodifnty we 
find " the Preacher, and his fweit Zamhsy riding 
in their Lord's Chariot, in his dear Arms i and 
fucking the Breafts of his Confolationy &c." 

But it may be Ht to treat the M^eries in a more 
ferious A^nner. Accordingly let us fee the *very 
Words of Antiquity. 

Thofe among the AntientSy who were eidier /«- 

tiated'mto the Myfieries, or approved of them upon 

political Accounts, fpeak of them in very ifgb 

Panegyr. ferms, I/ocrates faith, that " Ceres, after her 

46, Wanderings in queft of Proferpina, came to Attica i 

and for the Kindnedes ihe received (which none 

but the Initiated mxx&. hear) gave our Anceftors two 

excellent Gifts ; Com ; — and the facred Myfteries, 

whereby the Initiated gain better Ropes as to their 

Departure out of Life, and Eternity of Duration." 

Ph«^. --^ Plato i^y^y " that whoever is not initiated and 

Serr. Ed, /^^^^^^ fhall in the /eparate State waUoiv in 

^' ^' Mire ; but the Initiated Jhall dwell tuitb the Gads J* 

-4 A Fragment of Pindar (preferved by Clem. 

Ed,Pott. Alexandrinus) {pcdketh of the Eleufinian Miseries ; 

P' 5*8. (t Happy is the Man who hath feen the common 

fubterranean Myfteries : He knoweth the End (or 

PerfeSion) of Life% he knoweth the Sovereignty 

given of God'^ — Some of their P^^j talk in the 

a Plutar. fame Strain. *' Thrice happy the Mortals, Who, 

P«ai. ^admitted to thefe Initiations, defcend to H^ules. 

For 
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For die^ only can H've there; all E^vik bdoDg t^ 
ttiiers.^' This from Sophocles, — The cofiucal Ari'. 
J^upbanet (thought I fuppofe, according to Cnftoov 
3t is mere Banter) brings in Hercules telling Bac" 
timsy that *^ he mufl fwira ia Dirt and Ordure^ Rao. 
where the Profane lie i bi^t afterwards ihould enjoy '• '45-» 
£Fvin€ Lights^ and Myrfle-Groves^ and fFomen, and 
li^fc. Thde belong to the Initiated." And roon 
after he introduceth a Ciforus of the Jmtiated exult* 
ing^ ** On us only doth thp Orb of Day fhine 
benignant i wo only receive Pleafure from its 
Beams/* 

And Cicero (who well knew how to accommo" De Leg; 
date himfclf to Times and Things) followeth the ^' "• 
Greeks in the fame grand Account s with fome ^' 
Exception to no^umsil CeUhrations. 

This high Opinion of the liberies was vtry. far 
firom being general, or received by great and good 
Perfians. Thofe great Men, Agefilaus and Epami- 
mmdaSf WQold. not fubmit to an Initiation, ¥Qt Plutarc. 
Fbetar^chy immediately after the Verfes of Scphocks °|[j"' 
before cited^ giv^s this Account. (And the fame 
we have more largely in the Life of Diogenes by 
D. Laertins.) *' The Athenians afking Diogenes to Laert. tr» 
be initiatedj becaqie fuch had the Precedency in a P*^^; 
Jittm-e State ; he replied^ * Ridiculous Thing ! that s^J ^^\ 
Agefildtus and Epaminondas muft rowl in Dirt ; and 
every Scoundrel initiated, fuch as Patecion the 7hief 
be happy in the Elyjian Fields,''^ Nor (hall we enter* 
tain the better Notion of the Myfteriesy when we 
find fo <wife and good a Man as Socrates refuflng 
Initiation, For which (though perhaps he had 
ilronger] he gives this Rea/on : "If the My^eries Lucian, 
were bad, he ihould not be able to conceal the Se- ^^^^'^* 
eret, but mull dsfcourage every one from Initiation j ** 

Y 2 and 
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and if good^ Humanity would oblige him to dij* 
Vol II. covir it for the public Benefit,^'' — Plutarch^ in the 

P'^'7' Defea of Oracles, f?ys, *' Concerning the Myfie- 
riesy in which we have all that caja be proved, 
either negatively or affirmatively, concerning the 
Truth of Damons, (to fpeak with Herodotus) let 
me hold my Peace, or fpeak nothing but what is 
fafvottrahle. The Solemnities however, whei'ein 
there are fuch Dilacerations, Faftings, and Hofwl- 
ings, and likewife fltby Talk, Madnefs and Noife, 
and JaSlathns ; I do not apprehend thefe to be 
any Worfhip of the Gods, but inflituted as fo many 
Stveetners to appeafe and aniert ^wicked Spirits^ 
Upon which Dr. Gale hath this Remark, in his 

P. 195. Notes upon Jamhlichus : '* Plutarch, when he was 
about to defcribe the Frauds and Pravity of D^e^ 
mons, pafleth by the Myfieries themfel'ves (from 
which he could bed and mofl plainly have per- 
formed it) hindered by a fuperfiitious Reverence 
ufual with the Greeks.^'' What Plutarch mentions 
of Herodotus may be feen in his fecond Book, where 

Fdit, fpeaking of thofe " Images and ReprefentationSf 

Gronov. which the uEgyptians call Myfieries, cf thefe (fays 
^*' he) ' though 1 knonjo them all very well, I fhall 
fay nothing ; ' or, * favour my Words.* And con- 
cerning the Initiations of Ceres, which are called 
Thefmophoria, I fhall have an equal Guard upon my 
Tongue, except as to what may be holily faid of 
them." Some Parts of them, it feems, were not 
fo very holy. — Nor can we fuppofe that Demo- 
fihenes, or the Generality of the People^ thought 
highly of the Myfieries, when pleading his Caufe 
againfi Efehines, in a Concoorfe of almoft all 

Dt Cor. ^^'^^^ ^^ ^^"8 ridiculeth his Adverfary : " When 
you was gronK-n up, you waited upon your Mother, 

and 
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and read Seoh to her, when (he was initiating ; at 
N^bi putting Fauon^Jkim pn the Initiated^ becoming 
their Oifhtarer, lufirating their Bodies, rubbing 
them with Dirt and Bran ; and after this Purifica^ 
turn, ordering them to exclaim, * 1 hone fled from 
tht E^h ^ birv€ found thi Gcod;' proud that none 
cottld JboRvi fo well as yourfelf. — — — After this^ 
who would not It/ffi Efchines^ and efieem him 
haj0?'' 

But» whether the Myfterics wei'e good^ or bad^ 
Autbart are pretty well agreed as to the preparatory 
Ceremomes, saidMaantrof Jnitiation; whereby they 
wcM to Refrefinf, and J^ over again, the A&ions 
aad Paffiom of the Diitiesy for whofe Honour the 
Myfi$ri§s were inftituted. As to any real Good^ it 
miglit, for what I know, be as great, as what 
hath been effeded by Free Mafow, or Free Methth- 
Sfis. Something bad will appear prefently. ^- But 
let as confider iUsk^ preparatoty Rites. 

That Initiation might Teem a 'venerable and fa* 
kmn Thing, the Devotees were taught to qualify 
^mielves by Prayer to the Dtemans^ ^^flifgh 
Watchings, ConfeJJion to the Priefty and other Luf- 
trations, ' We read in Plutarch, *' that Fafting is to Theml« 
ffecede the Myfteries of Ceres^' And that Confef ^oc. 
' fan was required i'^ " Antaleidas being examined Voi. ii^ 
hy the Priefli in order to his Initiation^ what griet- F* ^i7* 
«iMK» Crimes he had committed, made Anfwer, * If 
I have been guilty of any fuch Crime, the Qods 
kww it oA'eadyJ''* 

The Conf^lpon was a Trick of the Mjafiers of th$ 
Cerimonks XQ get the Pec^le under their Girdle, 
But the Fafting and Watching were to correfpend to 
the Snffisring^ of Certs i ** who neither eat^ nor CJntn. 
irauky nor JUpt^ nor w^lhed\ hot fat upon the Hymn. 

y 3 Ground ^'': 
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Groand fquatid and dry^ and crying^ till {he heard 

of her Daughter*'''' See her Story, and how fhc 

camie hence to be called the Fafilng Goddefsy in the 

Alexiph. Scholia upon Nicander, We find too in Diodorus 

Gomel, sic, a Quotation from Carcinus^ an old Poet, " that 

^' ' while her Myfteries were celebrating, the City kept a 

A?eC Faft^^ So fays Ariftophanest '^ In this Celebration 

V, 1518. ^e are ufed to Faft." The fame in Plutarch, Pag. 

378 ; where it is added, " This is called the fir- 

rtywful Fefti'val, becaofe of the great Grief of Cerei 

for her Daughter's going to HellJ" 

Paufan. Orpheus, a Sort of Magical PraSitioner, and Fa- 

^***' ^ ther of the Myfteries, introduced Expiations, Lufira- 

tions, &c, for wicked Adlions, as well as extra<M^« 

dinary Cures of Diflempers, and Appeafements of 

Divine Wrath, for the Ufe of the Initiated. 

Whence we read of fo many Perfons, guilty of 

Murder, -Cffr. defiring to be initiated ; either as a 

Pretence of their Jbnucency, or Expiation, or Cover 

of their Crimes. 

How horrible the Procefs was in thefe Metho£fl' 
like Initiations, will appear from the following Ac- 
counts of their Tortures, Terrors, ViciJJitudes, Bt- 
generation^ and fomething tending to Generation. 

Stohaus citeth, from Themjiius, two flrong Paf- 
fages. " The Perfon to be initiated, in his fiift 
Entrance, was feized with Horror, aftomjhing Diss- 
vunefs. Anxiety, and Diftrefs of all Kinds, nnabk to 
ftand, or find any Way to extricate himfelf. But 
when the Prophet openeth the Porch of the Temple, 
wipeth and adorneth the Image, and fheweth it to 
tlie Candidate for Initiation, fhining with a Divine 
Brightnefs\ all Cloud and Ohfcurity were intirely 
difperfed. And Mind (0 NtT^) broke out from 
the Depth, full of Light and Blaze, inflead of 

the 
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the former Darknefs." The other ^alEtge is 
brought by Mr. fFarhrton, whofe ^ranjlatim I 
am glad to borrow. Towards Initiatiwy ^* The 
firft Stage is nothing but Errors and UncertaintieSf 
laborious Wanderings ; a rude and fearful March 
through Night and Darknefs. And now arrived on 
the Verge of Deaths and Initiation^ every Thing 
wears a dreadful AJ^efi. It is all Horror^ Trent" 
IMng, Sweating, and Affright ment. But> this Scene 
once paft, a miraculous and di'vine Light difclofes 
itfelf ; and fhining Plains^ and flowery Meadows 
open on all Hands before them. Here they are en- 
tertained with Hymns and Choruses, with the fablime 
Do^rines of facred Knowledge, and with reverend 
and bofy Fijions. And now become perfeS, initiated, 
and free, they are no longer under Rejiraints ; 
but cronvned and triumphant they walk up and down 
the Regions of the BleJJed, &c." Mr. Warhurton 
brings another Paflage from Proclus: "In the 
Celebration of the Myfteries it is faid, that the Ini- 
tiated meet with many Things of multiform Shapes 
.and Species, prefiguring the firft Generation of the 
Gods. ' Medea, in the utmoft Diflrefs, driven to Apollon. 
the Temple of Hecate j and having purifed herfclf, lTiu* 
calls upon Brimo, the Night-wandering, fuhterra- y, 855.* 
neon Goddefs, ^ueen of Hell,'' Upon which the 
Scholiaft {aya, that Proferpina is called fo, as being 
the terrifying and afloniflfing Daemon, and fending 
thofe Apparitions termed Hecatea ; which, as they 
joften change their Form, occaiion her being called 
Emptfa, i. e. the SpeSire, or Hohgohliny Accord- 
ingly Mr. Warhurton righdy obferves, ihat * when 
the Shews were reprefented, Proferpine alone pre- 
fided." -r- This eminent Writer will, I doubt not, 
«xcttfe me« if I tranfcribe ;nore from his Book^ on 

this 
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tbis ArtittTt «-» though we ihoiiU hflfipcii to 

in our Sentimeab^ as to Mr Poha, 

111 Edit. '' So Proclus : ' Jn tJb9 holy Mffierks^ before the 

p. 197--. « Scent efthe Muftis Vifiom, then U a Terror hrfvjed 

voer tke Mindf of the InkiateeU And we pre* 

iently fee what occaiioned it. Por jEneas 19 now 

engaged among all the real and im^iaary £vib 

** of Life ; all the D^a/es of Mind and Bodjr, dH 

** the TerriMes vi/k foniue\ the Qeneaurs^ ^CF^* 

*' dnmara^ Gorgon^ Mtd Harfies^ And tbefe an 

^ they whidi Pletho calls dKhoKovd, raif (lo^JU 

** pet<rixa,Tet, as feen in the Entrance of the lifyjh- 

** rite, — j^Rneas then, with his Guide^ wdks in 

^ die Night through die fhadofw^ Kimgdami ^ 

Pf 207. ** Phto. — When he comes to Purgeaoryy p»ieiit- 

I7 Cries and Lamentations fwere heard; which 

Procks telk us were heard in the Myfieries.-^ 

P. »I5. ** He cOBies now to the Confines of Tartarus ;--«> 

** where Rkadamanthus [the Father Confeffbtl e»- 

P. 217. ** ^orts a Cmfeffion of all Crimes. ^— One Spedes 

** of Offenders are the hevaders and Violaiors rf the 

P.219— . " holy Myfieries, — Jriftides cxprel^y tells us, that 

** no->^here were more afionijhing Words fung than 

** in the/e Myfieries. His Reafoa is, that the Sounds 

** and Sights Blight mntually affift each other in 

** making an Imfreffien on the Minds of the Jneee- 

P. 210. ^ ^^^ — At length he amves at the Borders if 

** f^tfM; — here he undergoes the Luftrutisni 

^ andth^Ei enters into the Jhodus of the BUffid.-^ 

** And this SucceJJim^ from Tartarus to Elyfinin, 

** makes Ariftides call thoie Rites moft horrihUy and 

*^ yet mofi ra^iflnngiy fleafant^'* 

This hift Ejqpreffion recalls to mhid that of Mr; 

3 Joun^. Wefl^'s hnUaled: *' A Flame kindled in my 

?• 19* Heart, vmh Paint > violent, and yet Jh «iry m- 

vijhingt 
I 
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f^Jhlngy that my Body was almoft torn afumlef. — « 
I fiueated, Itremhkd, 1 fainted. I fung^^ hxA 
in Truth, the Man mud be blind, who cannot 
fee the whole of this Jhtfiing Machinery in the 
l^yfieriesy employed in the Initiation of the Mi* 
th£fts. 

The Terrors of Initiation were fo eminent, that 
they htZ2itat proverhtal \ and every Thing aSsri, dif 
maly and tremendousy was compared to the Myjieries. 
Nor would the Punifhments and Torments have 
been fufportahky had they not been relieved by 
fach Akemationsy as Dion Chryfofiome relates ; 
" When one leads a Greeky or Barbariany to be ^jy^ar, 
initiated in a certain myjiic Domey he fees many p. 196.] 
^Jlic Sightsy and hears in the fame Manner a 
Multitude of Foices ; Darknefs and Light alter* 
natelj affeA his Senfes ; and a Thoufand other 
uncommon Things prefent thcmfelves before him." 
The fame mufl have been the Sufferings of Mr. 
Wejleys Patients ; horrible, as he defcribes them, 
and intolerable, beyond ExprefOon, or Conception, 
were it not for the like Vidjptudes ; efpecially as 
the Scene was at length totally changed ; <' the 
Confines of Death fucceeded by the Netv Birthy De" 
*vils by Angels ondGody and Hell by tiea^en^'* 

Lamentable, however, were the Effects of the 
Myperies upon People's Minds j " filling, as ?/«- y . -j 
tarch writes, many Jhoufands woith Defpondency and p. n, 
J^efpair^ — How the Methodifts have been pufhed 
into this Gulphy we have already feen. 

That Madnefi too, which hath appeared to have 
been caufed by Methodifm, was either realy or ^eil 
a&ed by the Initiated of old ; and this in Imitation 
of Ceresy who was drove to thefe Extremities upon 

the 



f 250 ) 

tBc infernd Seixun of P^ofirftna. Wt hare a 
^666^'' //*g'«r^ ift ZfanhdnCs Ohfirwatims on QdSmaektu^ 
'' * (Odceir frcan a 5f<9m^ in Itafy) rery expreffirdy re- 
prefenting the GodJkfi in the Hci^ of Strrow^ 
Di^air, and Madnefs, Which- zxAffcn wd! to 
fome of Mr. Wefley^s own Sufferers^ as himfdf dc- 
fcribes them ; anJxnay fcnre for a TrontiJ^itct to 
Hik^nexf Journal. 

^9 however, is not (o drtary and dreamt, 
Ceres herfelf, though feennngly mtonfiioMiy was^ 
capable of Comfort and Exhilaratkn : Of which 
We have an Account in tiuo Particulars ; which 
provoked her to Drinky and to Laugh. Jpoihdo^ 
rus (Lib, I. Cap. 5.) acquaints us, that^ in her 
Hiflor. Peregrination, ** fhe was provoked to Laughter by 
''°*'**» fottie loofc and fcurrihus Talk' of an old Woman; 
whence arofe the ft-afticc of foch fcurrilons Jokes 
among the Women in the Myfteries.^ And Nican" 
Gomei der, in his Alexifharmacsy mentions ** the msngkd 
^ j^'^.g^ Oip (YLvK^Zvet) which the Go(hkfs drank, after bc^ 
iHg forced into a Laugh by the idle Prate of one 
yan^e^ See the Scholia, — We hare too the Au- 
Lib. V. thority of Diodbrus Siculus : — » ** In the Cdebration 
p. a89. of the Myfteries of Ceres, it is a Cuflom to enter- 
tain one another with flthy Converfation ; becaufe 
the forroruoful Goddefs was provoked to Laughter fy 
ohfcene Talk:' 

The other Circumftance, ftill more abominably 
flthy and ohfcene ^ I fhall mention prefently. In the 
mean Time it may be remembered, that theTe 
Myfteries were (for the moft Part) celebrated in the 
Nighty as caufing the greater Horror and Venera* 
Hon : — And that fome Part of the Myfteries, the 
Grand Secret, was kept under the Seal of the moft 
religious Silence, and that by a folemn Oath. Jut 

(as 
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(as in fttch Cafes there is genera^/ a Rutfim ghvin» 
Bjodztpue ^afm) we Aisy believe the trui Bdopm 
was — fe cover Shame, 

BvX, for Miflratiim and Gmjirmmiion of what con- 
cems the Jidyfttries, I mull intreat Room for a 
^isUEximfU i that of JfuUiui^ the famous «r«« 
|kV«/ DAoMcbeet who |^ves an Accomt of Us mwu 
hitiaihn. " In hopes of ending my Mifiries^ I Jfetim. 
toermined to apply to ths Pn/ence of the Godde/n 
and having furi/edmyhM feven Times, I prayed* 
* dMm X^ereSf who idhabiteiik Eieufisi — and 
thou Proferpimi^ druu^ul in moBumal HouulingSy i^" 
tent to rcfirain the .4^Enk^/ ^ 6^/itf^m, &c/* [Theat 
he grdotes his jngbtfuVy^fhafimt Dream^ imaging 
out the ^ffieries^ and defires to be fet at Liberty 
ftom^die Sbafe 4ff 4m Afst into which he iiad, by 
Sorcety, been ir^mtforiMd.'] '* The Goddtft ^f^feat" 
a/, and faid, * Go, kifs the Hand of the Prieji, 
; and pat off that deteflaUe Skin. Nor fear any of 
I mif {^itatfMu to be diffiadt. Among my chearfid 
Certmomes and fUafmt Sights, none fhall abhor 
tiiot Beformty which you now wear; or malidm^ 
Uatrfmt the new Form you are to afliime. And 
rcmember> you are engaged to me for Life. For 
^e you fliall, ha^ and ghrious ; and when yoa 
die, and defcead to the Regtom helow^ you ihall 
mh^it Efyjium ; and ihall adore me, whom yoa 
wm fee, fiimng through Acherontic Darkne/s,'" '^ 
** Awaked out of this Dream, I arife full of Fear, 
and Joy, and frofufr Sweat ; and furtj^ myfelf 
again. — And (^er a Sight of feveral ridiculous 
Figures) the fenMar Pomp of the fe^umg Goddefs 
began ; and Ac whde Society of Initiated, Pcrfona 
of both Sexes and all Ages, came together. Sooa 
dfter the Gods feifs in lUwWf xondefccfidisg to 

walk 



Walk with human Feet : Goth ceUfiial and infemai s 
or changing their Forms from one to the other. — 
Among the Initiatedy one carries in his happy Bo- 
fom an Effigies of a Deity ^ of a ftrange Form^ but 
'venerahle for its fuhtle In^vention and Novelty ^ and 
to be kept with a profound and religious Silence. -« 
And lo ! the Benefits fromi/ed by the Goddefs attend 
me; and the Prieft brings my Safety ^ with a 
Crown in his right Hand. I was overflowed with 
Joy, but would not be too noijy, for fear of dif- 
turbing the Affembly ; but greedily devoured the 
Crown. Immediately my deformed afinine Face flips 
•ff} every Part of the Beafi goes away ; and^ 
what chiefly troubled me before, my fail no 
more appeared. The People 'wonder i the ReUgiotu 
revere fuch an evident Miracle ^ and eafy Renovation \ 
and with one Voice atteft fuch an illuftrious Favour 
of the Goddefs. But I flood filent and aftoniJhed\ 
unable to comprehend my Joy, or in what Words 
my nevt3 Voice^ my Tongue born again^ fhould thank 
the Goddefs. But the Prieft^ being divinely injpired, 
ordered a Shirt to be brought to cover me, and 
other Garments. Then he faid, * Here is an End 
of thy Calamities. Thy former Birth, Dignity, 
or Learning have profited thee nothing. Come, at- 
tend the faving Goddefs with Triumphant Steps. Let 
the Profane fee ; let them fee, and acknowledge their 
Error. But you, Lucius, though now fet free, 
continue fieady to our Society, and Worjhip of the 
Goddefs i^ Then you fhall better feel the Fruits 
of your Liberty.'' — Thus fpoke the prophetic 
Prieft, fatigued and out of Breath, and then 
held Peace. — I became famous : All pronounced 
me thrice happy, whom the Power of the Deity 
had reformed into a Man ; and who> for his Probity 

and 
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aid Goodnefs, had deferved to be boH agattty and 
iflunediately efpoufed to the facred Rites, — And my 
Motions haden to enjoy my ^ight^ and di'vine Re- 
turn from Hell, — After tliis I defired to be initiated 
in Form into the Secrets of the holy Night, But the 
Mrfl direfted me to WMt the Call of the Ooddefs, 
who ele^ed whom (he thought fit, brought them 
to a New Births and reftored them to the Courfe 
of a new Life, --^ At length the Time came, I was 
carried to the Confines of Deaths trod the Threjhold 
f Proferfinaj and returned back. I faw the Sm 
ihining in the Middle of the Night-, and was 
among Gods celefiial, and Gods infernal, Lo ! I 
kave related what you have heard, but cannot un- 
derfand. Nor will I relate any Thing, but what 
is allo^ved, to profane Minds, I was adorned, iu 
what is called the Qlymfiac Stole ; had a CroiLn fet 
on my Head; enjoyed a moil facetious Entertain- 
ment. Sec, till the Myfiery- Birth was completely 
ended. Soon after, by the InJiinSi of tie Goddefs, 
I took Shipping, and went away to Rome, that holy 
Qty,^'* So much is an ExtraB from Jpuleius*, 

The Myfteries were early brought into antient 
Etruria (now Tufcany) from uEgypt or Greece ( 
and were celebrated in great Conformity to Mctho • 
difm. Of which we might give Proof from that 
learned Work ofGorius, Mufdtum Etrufcum. I fhall 
juft touch upon a few Particulars. " A certain ^AtxC 
great Secret belonged, to them, which the M)fi^^ Etrufc 
w&re /worn never to repeal. The Secret was car- P-33®"» 
ried (by Virgins generally) in a little Che/, which 
coataioed the Jilent and myflerious Fearfulnefs, — 
Orpheus^ Hercules, Ulyfesy ^ others w ere initi- 
ate au believing they ihould become thereby 
]i{fier and n^re holy ; have the Prefence of the Gods, 

Vol, II, Z and 
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and he finally hapfy. But firil they muft go through 
diverfe Luf rations ; they were to make full Cm" 
feffioH of whatever they had done> faid, or thought; 
and were tied to a Wheel, either as an Emhlem of 
extorted Qmfejpon^ or of the tortures they were to 
undergo in Initiation : — In which Ceremony the Fu- 
riej appeared with their hijtng Serpents, and other 
Monjters, threatening terrible Things. This was 
tranfa6ted in a Mfmal, dark Casern. After Variety 
of Pumfl?mentSy they had gayer frof^eSs ; and were 
told, they were regenerated, and fhtuld li*ve for 
ever. They were carried to the Myftcries in Cha- 
riots, and after Imtiaticn placed upon a *[hrone^^ 
With much more to this Purpofe. One may add 
fome antient Infcriptions on the Mcnuments of initi- 
ated Heathens : " Jn atcmum renatus, fcfr." In 
p. 153. order to efFeft this New Birth, ** it is remarkable 
(faith Mr. Warhurton, from EufeBiusJ that the 
Myjlagogue (Chief Friefi of the Myjleries) ivas heated 
like the Greater,'' What Sort of Habit this might 
be, I cannot fay. But furely Mr. f^efley nroft 
prodigioufly plume himfelf, and appear divinely 
magnificent in fitch an Accoutrement, — The Myfia- 
gogue had a farther OiKce, that oi Jhemoing and 
explaining the Myfteries, and all the ReprefenHsfiom 
that paffed in the Initiatiftg Ceremony, and was theaoe 
5 Joarn. called Hierophasita ; which Office we And Mr. Wejley 
p.82,9^z. performing, when, upon a particular Examiaation 
of what his Initiated had fullered, ^c. he (b nicdy 
explaineth what Appearances were ftom God^ and 
what from Satan, 

Of one Thing more it may be proper to tvauad 
the MethoMfis, Virgil tell» us, that <* after ^ntm 
had been fo well conduced and inftroQed^ had rs* 
ceived fo many glorious. ?r4diaiens ami Prmd/isf 
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and Cten fuch rare Sinews in EIjfiuM } — both //, 
and hj Gitidtt came out hX laft throogh the hvery 
Gate ; through which the Gods below fend up naun 
and delujvve Dreams^^ — Let Mr. Wtjleyy and his 
Initiated^ beware of Fallacy in the End. — 

Milton make^ SeUatty in his Wanderings, find ^^*"' 
out a Place called The Limbo of Fanity^ or Paradife 
•f FmIj i to which draggle Idiots, Eremites p and 
Friars^ *witb ail their Jrumfery. They think they 
are at Heavens Cates^ and that St. Peter ilands ready 
with his Keys, 
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A 'Violent Crofi-Wind^ from either Coaft, 

Blows them tran/ver/e ten tboufand Leagues efwry. 

Into the devious Air, Then might you fee 

CoFwlSf Hoods f and Habits^ 'u.ith their PFearers, toft^ 

And fluttered into Rags I then Relics ^ Beads ^ 

Indu^estees, Diffeufis, Pardons, Bulls^ 

The Sport of Winds. 

And it 18 well, if Dealings, Appeals, Journalsf mo- 
dent Prophecies and Injpiraticnj^ with thofe of the 
^ Sibyl, incur not the fame Fate : 

Ne turbata volent rapieSs ludibria ventis, 

$. 53. But I mentioned fome Circumftances in 
the MyfierieSf abominably obfcene and profane. For 
whatever the Deities, to whom the Myfteries were 
con/ecrated, did or fuffered, — all was to be figured 
out, and a^ed over again, in the Myfieries them- 
fiinfes : — : Things indeed not to be waned \ and yet 
the Wickednefs cf which ought not to be concealed: 
*-* Things fo fcandalous and infamjus, that, even 
in the rfd Times of Heathenijmy the Play-Wrights 
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often lay their Scette^ of Debauchery in the My/ie- 
ries : And Eiftn^lans fupply ns wkh many Accounts 
of Le^'dnefs comnutted there, ywvenai fays^ 

-^'- ^' Nofa Bona^ Sccreta Dea. -— 

^%i, • " ' ' IJiaca Sacraria Lena. 

/^rn. — Hence Arifophanes in fuch a free Manner exagi- 

Sc. X. tatcs the myjiericus Sokmnitiesy the horrible Secret* 

-A a. 3. attending them, &nd 7 mpttifent Figures . Ahd, if his 

"*" 3' Words arc not clear enough, the Scholia will fafiici-> 

ently expljdn them. }Msy&ung^ tender Pigs, facrifi<ed 

'-» hffm. in the Myfieries^ are in Truth the Male and Female 

^ »9'" • Farts \ and his Hone^-cakes offered to Ceres and Pro- 

ftrpina, which were carried in the little Qhefisy were 

made up in thofe Shapes, 

The Impurities of this Society w ill be more evl- 

dent, bv turning to the Fathers^ and other Ecclefi- 

ofiical Writers. My Vauchers here *rc nianv aiKl 

plain; but T confine my felf to a few ; An4f Jo9t 

producing fuch as fpeak of them in general^ as 

imn:$dejf, diabolical^ &c. ^-iall fSck to E particuiai 

Cafe. • ^ ' . , . \ . 

/c»ye f. Tertullian (?iy^^ " As to tbe-SopeTftitioa of. the 

Cai) I. Fhufinian Myfierlesy what they conceal is the Shame 

of them. Therefore they make cKe Adimffitn tor- 

turous, take Time in the Initiation, fet a Seal en 

the Tongue, and inftru€l the Epopf<e^^ for five Ye»s, 

to raife a high Opinion of them by Deltt^ and Ex^ 

peBatitm. Bbt all xheDi'vinity in the /acred Dcmes, 

tlie Whole of what they afpire to, what fealeth the 

Tongue, is this ; — Simulacrum Membri ViriUs re* 

*velatur. But, for a Cover of their Sacrilege, they 

pretend thcfe Figures are only a nyjiical Refrcfenta" 

tion of 'venerable Nature.^* 

The 
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The 9riginal Reafon of fuch Figures being cxpofcd 
to View, and had in Feneration^ in the My/ie^-ies^ 
we learn from others. CUmetu AUxanJrims giveth 
a fbJl Account of this EtUgion of the Myfieriesy too 
pnriix to be tranfcribed ; — " Of their nmcked Infti- Protrept. 
tarion. Cruelty^ StufiMty^ Meuhefs, making Goddejes ^^p. *• 
^f H»Uts^ ccrrujfting Memkind: — The Mjfteries 
of Ceres are nothing but Reprefentatiotn of inceftuout 

Deiiies : Their ridiculous Exclamations ufon Ad" 

fnijponmttt^ * I have eat out of the Timbrel, I 
have drank out of the Cymlfo/, I have carried the 
diji, I hav;e crept into tht fecret Ci^aniBer,' In 
the Cheft Pudendum Bacchi inclufum erat» — Cifiam 
et FtrUrum nova ReHgieno coieuda tradunt. — - It is 
a Shame to mention the filthy Circomftances in the 
Story of Ceres, In her Wanderings, (he was en- 
tertained by one Daubo ; who finding flie could not 
make the Goddefs drinks rednSis Vefiibus occukas Cor- 
foris ParfH ppvse Ocidis objicit : With which Spec* 
tade the Goddefs was (6 delighted, that flie drani 
immediately, and boril out a laughing, Thefe are 
the ficret Myfieries % which Orpheus alfo injoined^ 
whofc Verfes <» that Occadon I will recite." [The 
okfcem Verfis may there be &cn.] " The common 
Sign and Symbol of the htHiated is ; ' I have fafi^ 
ed, I have drank of the mingled Cup ; I have taken 
fomething from the Cke/i ; making Ufe of it, I 
have put it into the Bajket^ and from the Bajhet 
replaced it in ihitCbeft.^ Egregious Spedacles! 
and efpecially becoming a Goddefs: Worthy of 
Darknefs and Ftre ; worthy of the Grecians^ who 
hereby ate to be happy after Deathj beyond all 
Hope and Expe£lat:on. Heraclitus, the Epbefian, 
calls fuch Perfons, * Night-rovers, Magiciansy Bac- 
chanals, Myfics,^ — What People call the Afy/le- 

Z 3 ries. 
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rhs, have thcfe unholy Rites of Imtiatim. — Impu- 
dent WorOiip oi what ought not to be named. 

Lib. V, &r." Arnohlus hath the fame Account ; with fome 
ether Circumftances, too indecent to be mentiondd^ 
which were the FoMttdation of the Myfteries^ and 

Stellt. I. put in FraBice in their Celehratim. * < Gregory 

Nazianzene teljs, " how Ceres berfelf followed the 
Example of Fauho : 

HiTC uhi faia Dea efi^ cox am detexit utrOmf^ 

This Was to inflame her Admirers: And thefe 
Things are even now obferved in the LntieUiwsy 
— And, in the fame Oration^ he takes Notice, 
" of eighty Degrees and Kinds of preparatory Fst^ 
nifimentSt and Trials^ which the CawUdates were^to 
go through, before they could become /AT/^^, and 
of the Number of the Epoptm^ who were to /eg 
3 Journ. 0//.'* Whether Mr. WeJUy may allude to jmy fuch 
^ 5»- indecent Sights in the Variety of Tumiiings eutd 
jfgitaiiom in his JfimUies, I cannot fay. His Words 
are thefe s and die emphatical ones in Italia» as 
here fubjoined. . /< One had ma out of the So- 
ciety in all Hafte, thai fie might n$t expfifi btrfilf 
P. 64. —The iame Offence was given ia the Evening. 
The firft that was deeply touched was L— M^-*, 
whofe Mother had been not a little difpleaied a 
Day or two before, when fhe was told, that her 
Daughter had expo/ed her/elf before all the Con-r 
gregation/* He^ and the other Spiffatm-Sy know 
bed. --^ — Such are their 
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FeJiM im/ifia DeOs Divumfue Sacerrima Sacra, 

bifejled FeafiSi and mofi gxecrablj /acred Rites. 

Nor do I conceive that the Fathers hare done an/ 
ijS^ to the ^Merahle Myjleriet ; as they appeal 
far Proof to the myjlical fFriters themfelves. And 
the Matter may receive more Light from what 
hat ah-eady been cited, from Authors long before 
the Times of Cbnfiianity. I will add a few more 
Pagatu. Flutarchy thoQgh generally pretty Jljy as Pluttrcbr 
to the Mjifieries^ fpeaks thus in his Dialogae called ^°^* "• 
Brotictis* *' La^ve was the only Thing that could 
mollify the inexorable /'/»/«, and make him give 
back Surydiiie to Orpheuu Wherefore, my Friend, 
it is a good Thing to be Partaker of the EUufiniau 
Mjji^i£s, For I fee that the mad myfiical Lruers 
have the beft Place in the lower Regions.'* Jthe^ 
nous writes thus ; *< HeracJides, the Syracufian, in Athen. 
his Book of Laws and Cufiamsy fays, .that in the j^^' '*• 
Myfteries of Ceresy certain Hmey-cakest made in the 1611. 
Shape of Fudenda MuUehria^ were carried about P* ^47* 
for a SheWf and olFered to the Goddejfes, Thefe 
were called Mjiliy For this Reafon, I fuppofe, 
iuidas explains yiuKhiu a Harlot, Hence we 
may conjedure why the initiated Ladies were called 
Uelijk, Bees, [See He/ych. fk Theocrit. IdylK 15. 
Verf. 94. ; Schol. i The laft named Author 
inakesa Lover fay to his Mifre/sy ** I envy, O 
dear Woqfian, Jajton '^ who enjoyed fuch Things, 
as the Profane and Uninitiated are not to inow,^* 
** He mes^eth, faith the ^choHaft^ the myflical 
love^ Jajfin axd CfKciV Thq Nature of: their 
lovemay be found in Horner^ Odyif. 5. Verf. 125. 

We 
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We have here a good Hint what the nal SecrH 

was, in the M^fitms^ fo carefully to be concealed 

from the Profane, And it is no fmall Confinna- 

Somji. tion of this which we read in Matrobius. ** Nu- 

Uh^' ««»/«/, the Pbilo/opber^ too inquifitive into Secrets, 

Ckp. %\ had divalged fomethmg of the Eleufinian Mjf/lerits : 

For which the Gfddefes were enraged ; and he hm 

them, in a ^ififth ftandmg before a fabHc Siiw, 

in meretridal Habits^ and with ko/e Gtfturts: 

When he aiked them the Reaibn of this onbe* 

coming Appearance, they anfwered, that they 

Were dragged forcibly from the Dome ofthiir Cbaf 

tityy and froftituted to every Comer." 

Sadb myficttl furpifude^z&t I am perfuaded, the 
^andSaretto be under the Stal of SHencti and 
that when the Initiated themfelves £f€9ver what 
they are allowed to difcover, referving what (as 
they fpeak) is not larwful or fit to be publiflied, — 
it is nQ more than hiding their Shame, And for thi9 
Reafbn I agree with the learned Jutborsj who con- 
tend, that " the Ignarauce of the Myfterht frejer^a 
their Veneration,^ 

I know indeed what fuhlime DoSrines are fcyme- 
times pretended to lie hid under thefe external 
Refrefentations : — Sach Phyfical^ PhilofopMcaly emd 
Religious Knowledge, as the Generation of the Gadt^ 
the Senfinal Principles of all Things, the FecnnSty rf 
^ Nature^ and (by fome few) the true Theology of the 
Unity of the Deitjy &c. But were not the natural 
fifftres fhewn f Are not the Pudenda utrinfque 
SexuSf ConfieSus Deorum et Dearum in NuMtate^ 
pretty Means of conveying fuch Dodrines ? And 
fuppofing the befi Defign of the original Infltiutimty 
was it not accompanied with a ftrange Mixture of 

impure 
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impure Iftctniives, fit only for a Me/JMj^ arri'V4d 
at Ferfe&ioH to graj^le with ? 
• Nor do I qaefHon but thefe impudent Reprefenia- 
tioftj, and Behaviour of the Initiated^ were a Fart 
of the original lnfiitution\ becaufe the Myjieries 
were to imitate and aS (as I faid before) the Paf- 
pom and Anions of their Patron-Goddejfes, 

What I hive faid (lands confirmed by unquefti- 
onalle Authority \ I mean that of the eminent Fla- 
tonifit Jamblichus ; to whom Mankind in general 
gave the Precedency in the Know/edge of the Myfte* 
ries. The famoas Porphyry^ who was more a Phi- 
lofopher than a h/lyfiagogue^ had written a Letter to 
Jamhlichui ; whom he concealeth under the Name 
of Anebo: Becaufe, I fuppofe, it might not be 
proper to correfpond with an Initiated^ concerning 
the Secret^ of the MyJIeries, too plcunly and openly^ 
In the Letter he aiketh him fuch Quedions as 
thefe .: " Why, in their Tbeurgic Rites, they invo^ 
cate Gcdtf botlf CeleJIial and Subterranean f —What 
is it that difinguijhes Gods fi-om Damons f Which 
arc Viftb)e^ an4 whidj. Innjifthle? By what Mark 
are w^ ,tQ difccrn the Prefence or Apparition of a 
God, from th^t of an Angel, Archangel, Damon, 
or Deified Hero ? For all of them love to fpeak 
hafiingly ofthemfehes, and make a Shew by Phan- 
tafms and Apparitions, — How comes Prophecy to 
pafs ? As, in Dreams, Enthujiafms, divine Rap- 
tures, and Ecfiafies : Some Prophejying by the Help 
of fVater f others by Vapours ; others from theit 
vwn Fancies, affifted by Darknefs, or certain Po* 
iions, or Verfes, &c. — Simple and ycung People arc 
beft fitted for this Bufioefs. And fuch Prophecy 
may proceed from Lofs of Senfes, dijiempered Mad^ 
ntji, or AUejiation of Mind, Diz^nefs^ Dif ration of 
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ThoMght ; — or Fancy artificially raifed hy Sorcery ; OT 
elfe the Deception of ^wicked Men and Spirits, — 
Wluu 18 the Meaning of Cods fuijeS to HtmoM Paf- 
fions and Infirmities ; to whom therefore the ^tvifi 
Worjhippers confeprate the Phalli^ and ohfcem Vifi 
ionrfei ? — How is it, that thefe Cods^ fuppofed to 
be our Superion^ moil be compelled^ and fuhmt to 
ms^ as if they were Inferiors ? That their Worjhip- 
pers muft come prepared and purged from all De- 
filement ; suid yet tbemfehes /hall inftigate all that 
come to itUcit Veneryf — Whether there be no 
other Way to Happinefs^ but this? Whether it be 
proper that, in Prophetic Theurgy, the Ghry of Men 
^ottld be the Point aimed at ? Or whether the Mind 
doth not invetit and forge great Things out of com* 
mon Incidents? — If thofe who thus mechanicaily 
eoHverfe nmth the Deities, have no Method of Haf» 
pnsefi that IS more fecure or more creShle ; nothing; 
but thefe horrihle, ufelefs Inventions j — certainly 
this is not the Work of the Gods, or good Spirits i 
hutof^deUuB^g Daemon; or elfe all is human &• 
nation, and FiOion of corruptible Nature.'^ 

Thefe are P^rphyrfs Queries concerning a firange 
Sjfiem of Pagan MethoSfm. To which Jamhli- 
chus, in his Book De Myfteriist endeavours to give 
a Solution, I fliall tranfcribe as much as concerns 
Jannbl. Our prefent Purpofe. " Let us run over Particu- 
Mjfter. iars. We affirm Ereaionem Phallorum to be a Sym- 
Cip,* , j^ bol ofGenerati*ve Virtue, inciting to the Generation of 
the World. For which Reafon there are great Num- 
bers of thofe confecrated Figures ; the whole World 
receiving its Fecundity from the Gods, And as to 
the obfcene Converfation i I efteem it as a Symbol of 
Want of Good in Matter, and of that Turpitude 
in Nature, which is after*wards to he adorned. Of 

which 
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yAatk Adtrmmmi Nature has the ftroofer Appetite* 
the more it knoweth of the Indecencies of thefe 
Things, And again* it purfueth the Fmmu of goU 
Thi]^ by having learned from filthy Difcourfe 
nvJbat ftitbine/s is. fiy fuch Difcourfes People fheve 
they have a Ststfe of Jurfitudti but the Tur^tude 
itjejf they throw oS^ and turn their whole Defire 
to the Csninay, Jnatber Reafin likewife may be 
given for thek Things. The firong Inclinations 
tf Natmrff by being iotaUj refiraxned^ become 
Wronger. Bo^ being indulged in fome Meafure^ 
axMl for a >&ar/ TiWy they rejoice in Moderation^ 
and are fatisfied : And, beii^ thereby furifiedp 
they defifi afterwards, net fo much from Com* 
pnifiom, as Petfitsfion, Therefore, as in Plajo, by 
feeing the Paffions of others we are feniible of 
our own, moderate them, and purge them away ; 
b m the Jaered Mj!ftenes<^ by feeing and bearing 
Obfeeniiies, we are freed from any Injuiy fuch 
RepiefentatioBs might caufe in FaB, Soch Things 
then you fee are introduced as a Medicine to 
the Souiy as moderating the Evils incident to 
Nature, and fieeing and delivering as from our 
Chains:' 

Thus that Mafier of the Mjfteries plainly owneth 
the Trsuh of the Fa£ls : He gives not the leaft In- 
timation of their being any Innovation^ or Corruf- 
tion ef the origmai Defign, And his Pleas and Ex- 
cufes for fuch infamous Sights^ Difcourfes^ and Ac- 
tionst may fairly be left to the Judgment of the 
moft ordinary Capacity. — But (lill hapfy Confe* 
queetces are the final Iffue, For he tells as in the next 
Chafter\ ** It is manifeft that the whole is falutary jambl.. 
to the SomI. For in feeng. the hlefed SpeBacles Myfter. 
(meaning^ of G/74^ ondGoddeJfes) the Soul is changed ^'*' "* 

into 



Furens. 
V. 1315. 



r 264 ) 

into aff0tlhr Lt/h, workcth ofifer Op^e^ions \ think- 

eth itfelf no Human Creature^ and thjnketh ri^thf : 

For, putting off its imm proper Life^ it is changed into 

the moft hlejfed Energy of theGodi^ So much for 

Jamhlichus, — 

Warbtir. Mr. Warhurton obfcrves, «* one infnperable Ob* 

P- '48- facie in ?agamfm\ to i Life of Purity and Holi-^ 

nefsy was tYit licious Examples of their Godsi and 

that thb Evil ni'as remedied by the Myfteries.'" But 

I conceive this E*vil was rather promoted than reme- 

£ed thereby. As an Inftance of Perfons jnftiffing 

one another from fuch Celeftial Examples^ he fays, 

Hercul. from Euripides, that ** Thefeus confoles his Friend 

Hercules by the' Examples of the Crimes of the 

Cods."* But it muft be remembered, that both thefe 

Heroes were of the Order of the Initiated i fome of 

the frf too, as living not lefs than twelve Hundred 

Years before Chrift: — And that fuch an accurate 

Writer as Euripides would fcnrce have put that Ex- 

cufe into their Mouths, had it not been conform- 

able to the original Plan, but direftly contrary. 

The ?oety fpeaking of AJpgnations in the 7V«- 
pUi of Ifis, Ceres, &c. adds. 

Sit. 6. Credit enim ipfus Domina fe tfoce moneri, 

V. 527-, £„ animam Csf mentem, cum qua Dii noSe loquantur, 

" The Party believes himfelf direfted by the Voice 
of the Goddefs herfelf See the Mind and Soul, 
that is fitted for a Ccnverfation ivith the Gods hy 
Nightr 

Something, in the preceding Account of the 
Myfteries, might have been obferved concerning 
the not ancommon Pradlice of initiating Rogues and 
Harlots. But I fhall fay no more of the Myferious 

Trade; 
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i'raJf ; only diJtcating wbathadi been (kid apon dio 
Subjea —to Mr. H^eftUy HmU, whole D9arin€ an! 
PraSice have been fe ton/emmhU ; — to Mr. WiJUft 
initiated Ladjft ** who, after bebg in De(|>aur and 
in Hfl/y Scc» had her Iwribk Drtad taken away, 
and began to fee fome Dmumt^t of Hofei but was 
foom aftiTy if not at that 'vttry ^iim^ a commom Profit^ 
tuie ;^* together with her Adauren \ -— and to aU 
others whom it may concern. « 



§. 54. Having thus drawn a PmraRel betw 
the Myjttriti of Metbo£fm tcoA thofe of downright 
PagAfdfm^ I Ihall conclude my Comparifom with a 
Tarallel from Pagtonizing Pofery ; namely, St. Pa- 
trict Purgatoijt in Ireland, 

Giraldus Cambrenfiss Matthew PaHsp and others, 
have faidmuch of this memoraUe Place: But as 
Mejfingham hath brought all together, in his litjes 
of the Hihernian Saint s^ I ihail make my ExtraS 

I from hinu ** That there <sixa% and /j, fuch a Mcfiinf. 
Thing as St, Patricks Pnrgatory, is agreed by an- P* 9*^'« 
tient and modem Writers ; and the Certainty nufi 
be aflerted, to refute the hnpudinee of Heroics, ^^ 
The Occefan of it was this. While St. Pahic wasi 
humbling himfelf in Fallings, Watchings, and 
Prayer, Chrift cleared to him, and ihewed him a 
dark Den; faying, 'Whoever in true Faith and. 
Penitence ihall enter into this />««, and continue 
there for twenty-four Hours, he ihall be purged 

from all the Sins of hit whole Life.' The Truth, 
of this is confirmed by the antient Srennaries, Sec, 
To quelHon it, would be to give the Lie to allJn^. 
tifuity and Piety, [Mr. ^j^fj^VfoIe Teflimpny, ^s 
ko his own Purgatory j will, by all unprejudiced Pe^ 

fmiy be deemed of /jGT^ /^4zrf(^.] 
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V The An is in an (/Umd of die Provkee ^Ul- 
Jhr% one Part whereof is the imrniU Siatim 9/ 
Dt^i the other Fait is inconiMM-ablx iUoftratcd 
wkh Che ^J^ie BrtfoKe of jhgth and Saiufs. If 
anjrraihPerfoByashedibeencheCaie. fliooldpie- 
tuaftmtmOj enter info thcfirmetf he is fdzed upon 
by Caemimms,- or £i»/ SfmiSy and afflicted widi 
iwrMttA Tmyfmts, 'till he hUs ahnoft loft the SJb^ 
•f a Man. But if ao)r one tndnmb thefe Tor- 
ments^ after Coufeffion and PtMitenctt he fhall not 
t\ndeqgo any more infitrnai Pnnyhmeriis, For St. 
Ptf^y^, fiadiing k Aficidt to cc»vuicc dut incndit- 
/7«/ASiz«moftheTmth %& faturt aifernal Panyh- 
mtimtiandbitftfivfyj^pf mmttd rf Utm^oen 10 bring 
this ocular Denmftnaion and Proof of ic, here on 
Mmik Jacahms 4h Fitriaco aCtcAs this; * that if 
any one mil/ feiHUm and emfyg^ defoendeth 
hid^, he is h^rahd and fmr\fi$d fy tint Dtvilh 
by ten Hiosiand Sorta of Toriuns. And whoever 

letnms thenoe thus Zi^r4«n4 he can never /w^ or 

joh aftei ' waids , or intermeddle with wan£tS^ J^ 

fidn.^ [Mr. ^^^hadibeenalittie/tarMarhere; 

a Jonm. who» after his r^taud Rtblnuaa not to Im^A, ao 

P* '^* not for a Mmtent^ nor to %akn Tittk rf ^amUfy 

KvSm. to ^idf^s^ coofeiiecii, that << he hath fince «R(g!^s^ 

SothuT. ^^i« mmMy Bnfru^ the Order of Prosmlmu 

^ '^' i«fKr>0^ fi/' ~ Who ai& ha&4)een im^^ H Ftnm 

Phikniddiit the Langkitr'himmg Dam^ 

Wo now diiboucfe only QcnoaBing a pri/km iW» 
gBittfyi of meritwious Pmdfifminh in tbit Lifi^ for 
the life of fnch as are making a Piigrinmgg in tha 
Lord. WhadkiBtohedifiingi^idfTOmiknt^nrM 
Pnrgatoty, which lies on the ttJber Side of tka 
Grave. And it was deiigned by St. Pairie for a 

Pro<if, that there was fiich aa Place fif Immmt ta 



i§m ; and whkk tti^t be ckMptip hy t pnjknf 
EjcfUOscm^ tiuroiig^ tliit kjlnd Firi. This ap* 
}iean by th« ^^anr compofed ia Menoiy of St. 

The Or^ and MaMtnr of paffing into this Pur- 
gatory fi^owetk. *' Yoo mnft undergo a Coarfe 
of Fafting^ ufiog a meagre Diet ; and that only to 
be ufted once in twenty-fbor Hoars, however your 
Gmis muy grumUe, But you may refreih and 
moifbn your Month, with ttrtam Waters \ which 
are as light and whdefome at the Waters of the 
Spanff. You are regukriy to keep the holy Sta» 
thms : And when you are weary at Night, you 
are not lie down on a Beii, Couch f er Fillvw ; but 
zoay lie.on your Ckak^ m wrap your Breeches ahout 
ptur Hiod. *- Whoever undertake this Pregrefs muft 
be ^dmittid fy the SfiritmeU Father^ who frefides 
9ver Purgatwyi muft betake tbemfelves to what 
are called the Peaal MoMfimut or Pemttntial Cells 
tf the Saints i where they muft whirl tbemfelves 
farcB Times round the Crtfs. A rough ami fint^ 
P^b thence leadeth them to a hah\ at the Bottom 
of which is a Stom^ whereon they muft fix their 
iut^ which will be cruelly tired and torn ; but in 
le& than half a Quarter of an Hour, by the Help 
of Prajer^ they will feel a fingular Refrejhment 
aud Strength from the Stone : St. Patric having 
fraj^ fbsmeriy upon it, and left the ImpreJUum of 
bis Feet. 

Hiefe Aufieritiis having been repeated iovfevem 
Days, on the ei^b the troublefome Ceremonies 
are all to be doubled. Then the Candidates are con- 
vened bef<H*e the Spiritual Father^ who fpeaks to 
them a Word of Exhortion ; and, in a pre-medi' 
te^edForm, gives them an Account, or JounaU of 
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ibch Extmtplis as Jttoft -more the moft Stuptdy (bfteb 
the moft ikardinedy and ternfy the moft Atulatious : 
And preparing ckem by Cenfeffkn and Ahfolutkity 
and Warnings againft the Powers of Darknefs^ he 
brings them to the 14outh of the Den. Where you 
may (be them in an Jgony^ as if paiStng into ano^ 
ther World\ fighing^ groaning^ ff^'^gf &c. 

The Den itfelf, into which they now defcend, 
is a Jarif lonvy narrenv Hole, [As when Saian fhut 
lUr. Wbitefitld ihto a Oofet^ and locked him np in 
Iron- Armour^ where they moft fioop or creepy un* 
able to gOy ftand^ or ft. There is a fmall Windavi 
on one Side, which lets in a UttU Ught : And at 
the Extremity is fituated that lorrihie Guipb^ which 
God fhewed to St. Patrk^ fbf the Terror of the Ob' 
finate. (But the Den is now made fmceiber and 
plainer hy Papal Difpenfatiom.) They then plunge 
themfelves naked in the Lake \ and being hfirattd 
by this Expiation, they come out reniwed emd horn 
again, able K» conquer tlie old Serpent. 

The Benefit attending the Viftation, SatisfaShHf 
and Purgation of this Den is undeniable. And the 
Pains and Punijhments may eafily be collected froni 
the Darhncfsy Narr(nx:nefs, and long Continuance in 
the Hole; the fuffocating Breath of Numbers 
crowded together 5 Exulcerations of the Feet, Penal 
Cells, Taftings, WaUhings, lying on the Ground, 
frying and *ivailing, and Abdication . of Earthly Com* 
forts : — As well as horrible Viftons and SpeSrts. 
* This is to be obfervcd, " that the ^exes are not 
allowed promifcuoufly to gotbgejiher ; but the Iden 
fiparately, and Women feparately^ [In this Parti- 
cular Mr. Weflvf differs ; warmly afterting that 
4journ, ** ^^ unmarried Me» and Women onght to go 
P- 95- together."] ' , 

Wejpngham 
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Miffinghmn thdi proceeds to UUfirdti and confirm 
what he had faid, by a ffecud Infttmce. '' Whea 
St. Fafric was favoured with this Proof of Purgu- 
fry^ for the Cowvirfm of the hijh to the Oubolic 
Fmtkt nasay Pemtanti defcended into it : Of whom 
. kmt pihjhid there s others retoming declared what 
Tormeifts they had fufiered, and what joyful SfeSa- 
ties they had feen: Wluch Accounts St. P^uHc 
order to be prefenred. Afterwards one Owent, 
who had been many Years a SohHor in King Stt- 
phen^s Amr^f being ander Compun^Uon for hi& 
nmcktd Idfty and many enormons Fiatf woold needs 
undergo the moft gf^ovon* of Petumcts, by e nter ing 
into St, Patrif's Pmgnitry. The Prior of the 
Place, frtfmring him as ufually, tells him he fhouid 
meet with certain Mojfengert fromGod^ who would 
inform him of what he was to do, or foffer : But 
%vhen thef qiwv gmit the Tmft€rs (faoald attack 
ium. The SMtr^ reiblvod to nuke trial of thia 
WW nnd nmommon Warfnrw^ goes intrepidly into 
the Pm s where he foon ibond himfeUF in tot^J 
J>arh^fu Bttte'ie long a iittk light appeared i 
and he came to a Room, not unlike a Monkijb 
Qaifttri where ionat Jhmven Pfligims ap^H-oached^ 
aad UeJfodGod for infpiring hua with the good Par- 
poie ofixfiati^gUo Afai ; informmg him» that unlefa 
h/& proo^nipt conragioti^, hfi Aould /^A ^^ ^ 
M, floras fooa (fay thvey) as ««» are gpno, a 
Multitude of foui Spirits will corner bringing ^r/Vv-^ 
onr TorUtftt, and threai$mng *worfit perfuadiag you 
alfo to ntum^ and promiitDg to cany you to th^ 
Gatit 'whero youiomein^ Bat have Conn»g§: Ilk 
your 7«r«««if call upon C^/i(^» and you ftall iMf«»- 
duUi^ he Jo$ Jhf. And fo they left him. - 

.A a s .. . , w Xh^ 
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The SMtr, thus inftru^led, flood waiting for a 
€mlat nuith thi Devils: And jwefently he heard 
a iumuhuoui Nptfi^ as if the whole World wa» in 
Commotion ; 'whereby he was almoft driven mT 
9f ins Strifes. After this berrihle Nei/e follows the 
more horrible nnfikle A^e& of the Difvih ; «4iO de- 
rided, and infttUed him, faying, * oiher Mortals 
come not to us, till after Deeah : Yon honour our 
Society fo mach, as to furrender Body and Sool to 
ns while etii^^e. And we will reward yon accord- 
ingly. You came hither to endure Torsnents for 
your Sins ; and ihall have what yon wanted. Bat 
however, as a Favour for your former Services^ if 
you pleafe, we wilt conduct you out unhnrt, to the 
Gate <whereyou eame in.* But the undautaed Solder n 
neither ihaken by their Menaeesy nor inveigled by 
•their AUurement^* 

The Devils, feeing themfelveS' contemned, bind 
him Hand and Foot, throw him into a Fire, and * 
drag him about with Jron Hooks : Whereby having 
endured great Torment^ he calls upoi^ Chrifif and 
iis entirely delivered i not fo much as a fmgie Sfark 
reinaining. 

Hence fome of them caity him into a difmal and 
dark Region, where nothing but Devih was to be 
feen; and where his Body was pierced with a Stiff- 
nefs and Rigor, by a peitilent Wind. They carry 
him farther into the Hearing of Holdings, Wail- 
iff^s, and Qamcursi — into a Sight t>f Wretches 
tormented in a miferable Manner : And ehrowng 
tfim on the Qrvind, they endeavour to torment him, 
like the refl. But the Name of Jefus forced them 
t» giv6<^ovef . — Thence they convey "him to ano« 
fhtr Field foU of greattr Mifivf ; '^SMipng^jShyi Ser* 
fmite clinging to ppor Mortals, and eating into 

their 
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ihir kearit, * Thefc Toitores, fay ftcy, arc pre- 
pared for ymif onlefs you confent to go hacV But 
the Ifamt tfChrifi again prevented them. 

They drag him to a Field JiUi m»ri dreadful ; 
where are People pierced with Iron Nails froia 
Head to Foot, without Interval ; andfiMmrj^^ as 
if they were kiUing ; and tortured with both a coU 
and burning Wind, fiat nothing could afRright the 
i^LBer, 

Thence he is horned to a fiurth Fields full of 
fires^ and every invented Torment of tvcry Kind ; 
above ail Exprejffson or Conception, They (hew hini 
a hmrmng fTbeel, and throw him upon it to torture 
him ; but by the Name of Jefits he comes down uH" 
hurt. Through more Tortures thefe infernal Dogs 
carry him to the very Entrance of Hell \ and all 
flounce in together with the Soldier: Where he felt 
fuch intokrahk Mifery^ that {\:t a long Time hie 
forgot the Name of Jefiuy and ftood ferfeitly afio- 
mjbed. Here they ihew a Bridge wer Helly ex- 
tremely JUffery^ narrvw^ and high; and compel 
him to walk upon it ; which he did, by the Name 
ofjefus^ tuitbout any Slipy or making a falfe Step, 
Which provoked the Devils to fivch horrid Clamour's 
and profane Outcries^ as were more infifferahle than 
all his other Punijhments. 

Our brave SohKer being thus fet free from the 
Vexation of the Devils^ is prefeoted with a Fievj of 
the^ Gates of Paradife ; whence the Saints came out 
to meet him, with Crojfes^ Wax-Candies^ and Gm 
lounffyingy to carry him into Paradife ; -where he 
was entertained with the moft delegable Sights and 
harmonious Sounds. The Man affirmed, that this 
proceeded not from Ec^aj^ ; but that he faw afl 

witl^ 
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with his corforiol Ejis, and had evrponal Feglhig 
4m J Experience of the SufFerings. He a^erwards 
entered among the Monks ; and had opon Contino- 
ance, an JJJfurance of Sahvationy Thus endcth 
this Metbodijlico-MonJ^ Story. And it is fubmit- 
ted to the Judgment of every Man in his Sififh* 
whether the principal Mjflery of MethoSfm bean 
any RefemhUmce of true Chrijiiamty \ — ^ and whe- 
ther It be not a perfeS Copy of the mofi b^rrilk 
Deuces in Faganijm andPopety. 

Let us now recapitulate fome of the Ingredient 
for making a true Metbodiji,^ He moft fee out oa 
Footf with a fandijied Countenance^ and high Prtr 
fences to Piety \ which is to cxm&H oi unfcriptnr4d 
Peculiarities, ivhimfical ZtriBneffes^ and hitter Zealor 
gainft innocent and indifferetuThings, In order to catch 
Fame dill more cffe^ually,he muHbe a deep Dealer 
in the black Arts of Calumrr^ and Vncbaritahlemfs % 
VQfx^ i'SKCMXx^y def^fe Mon^j and. be often calling 
oat for Sufferings and Perfecution, However tuicked 
he hath been, let him infiantaneoujly he called^ cm* 
nterted, perfeSed^ ajfured of Salvation^ and tall; 
much of Impulfes, Feelings, Raptures, and Ecftmjm^ 
Bat above aU, let him boaft of Infpiratims, ch'oing 
Mijpons, familiar and amorous Converfations njtnth 
God, talking with him Face to Face, and fxtting 
down with him at Tahle. By Degrees he becomes 
4£ual to Prophets, Apoj\les\ or Chrift himfelf: l& in» 
titled to Vijions, Revelations,, Pro^hotm^ and. ML^ . 
racUs^ Thus armed with a conceited hnagfmUion 
and {piritual Pride, he is to combat Satan, and 
all the Dogs of Hell ; and (as he is ordained) ta 
run the Gantlope through Terrors, Doubts, ScepitJ* 
cjijm. Infidelity, Atheifm, fpiritual Defertions, mi 
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tafs oy God's Graci, (Things highly htn'^fictali and 
abfelately necejjhry) Dejpomkncy and- De^asr^ Dif* 
itl^ion mid 3^4^^': — dirough nnolent Agames^ 
BiftortionU ^f^ Coitvul/ions \ the Pains ef Heilj 
DamnaticHy and Hill it/elf i through all the Mi* 
feries and Toitares, beyond Expreffion or Ddfcrip* 
t?mi; whidi dther God. or Nature, Satan er ibi 
PreacbeTy can bring opon him : — But having un« 
dergone thefe fiery Lufiratkns, he hath Affaritiont 
of God and Angels coming to carry him to Hea* 
-ven : He b united to God; be is plunged into God; 
be is All God, — This Progrefs indeed may happen > 
to want a trifling Orcumftancey the DireQion of 
Scripture i but that Defe^ is fafficiently fapplied 
from Heatbenifm and Popery^ 

And who can help admiring the deep Arti* 
fia and Medagement 1 What hath hifherto been 
imputed to Fits and Diflemper — to Cteat and 
Injure —^ tol JFitebcraft^ Sorcery, itagicp and 
fom duAoUeal lHufion,'^ all is engprefted into the 
pun RiHgion of Mitb^ftti^ all is God^t Work, 
and a Manifefiadon *of .what he hath done for 
tbeir Souls, And when Mr. Wefey, and his 
AJMatesy have clearly vindicated the Paral- 
lels I have brought ( from Popety particularly ) 
from Entbufiafm and Impofturey their own Dif" 
fenfation may ftand fair for a favourable Gon* 
flru^ion. 

It may behove me in the Clofe, to leave my 
yudgmentf in as plain a Manner as I can, con* 
ceming this my/ierious Part of Metbodifm ; in- 
which the principal Difficulty fecms to lie. Thus 
then I Judge, " If there be any Thing in it 
exceeding the Po^^ers of Naiurcy knonvn or fecret\ 
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aty Thk% bqronl tke Fottc of Dt/loHf^^ tf of 
Ima^naiioH and inthtifiafm artfully worked vs^i 
any Thing abave the jteach oi Juggle^ and hh 
fofitn ; .(whick I take sot opon me to nfirm^. 
or denjfj'^ln that Cafe, I fee no Reajofi againft 
cqndudiiigy that it is tJbt Work tf fame mjU Sfi- 
rit; a Sort of msgicai Oferatiwp or other diiii^ 
UUcaimukn:' 
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TO T H E 



MYSTERIES. 



TH E PugMn Myjhries being of fudi an tmrnth' 
rtil Naturcf and Tendency^ k mtght jnffiy be 
thought {Irange, were no Notiee taken of them m 
the Ihfy Scriftitres. And therefore, though fuch 
an Enqniry mi^ amy m into too great a Length, 
yet I IhaH n6t intirefy pais it over. There can be 
then little 2>mzbt, bncthey are^nMcd oatby St; 
P«k/.* '^ // is « €kme tvtn t9 ^^edk dffhfe^ngs 
Aat mre 4me tfibem in Sgart.'* And where Chri/^ 
Hanky h termed ^e Myfttry tf GodRnefs, it is fet, 
I am perfuaded, is Offpjhim^ not only to thi 
M^ery •/ hufniiy that was to work m the Chrif^ 
Ham WvM^ but likewke to the preceding Myjteriei 
anmng; ihi Giwtiks, Nor is it improbable, that the 
Ap^ writethkidiie^ Qfpofition to the Appearances^ 
PMences, and Jhnpoflmrts of thofe faifi Diiinities : 
" Without CoBtroverfy great is the Myftery of God- % Tim. 
limfs : Gedioas mantfeft in the Flejb, juftified hy the "i- »^' 
dpiriit Jkn ef Angeh^ preached vnto the Gentiles y be- 
Bevedmt in the Werid^ neei*ued ttp into Glory " [ff 
ft Critidfm I have heard of may be admitted^ 

which 



which inftead o{ .^Ayyihotf Angels^ would pat 
^hy^^uu Men^ it feems, very a{;]reeab]fi to the 
JfofiHi Climax^ anil Scope of his Reafomng^ 

In the Old TifiaminU Deut. xxiii. 17. (not in- 
deed in the Hibrtw^ but in the S$fhu^jmt) after 
the Words, " There Jhall he no ff^hore^ — nor Sodo- 
fnites ^ ihe Sms "of Jfivtl,'^ we find a^ded Word/ 
' oF this Import, ^ There fliall not be an Initiator^ 
nor an Initiated^ of the Sons or Daughters of 
Ifrael.^ It is poflible this additional Claufe may- 
have been inferted by the Sen;eniy, by Way of h* 
terfreiaiion of the preceding Words, They knew 
the Nature of the Myfteries full well; and we are 
led to this Meaning by the Impurities forbidden, and 
by the Price of the Dog in the nextVerfe; the 
£gyftian God Jmthif being ufuaUy figured with a 
Dog's Head. E3it. Darnel. Schol. 

We may obferve alfq, tiiat Philo the Jew (de 
Sacrijk.) exprefsly ranketh the Prohihitioa of the 
£4itio Myfieries among the Laws of Mtfis^ *' The Law, 
^j^^^ £uth. he». caqprksly exdudeth the whole of the 
Myfieries, their Inchantments and exicraUe Scmrili* 
ties, from the Holy Ordnances: Not permitting 
thofe educated in her Society to celebrate fach 
Heathen Rites ^ nor, depending on fuch myiti- 
cat Ceremonies, to difregard- the Truth % and 
to follow the Works of Night and Darknefs, 
omitting what deferveth the Ughi and the Z>^.. 
Let none therefore among th^: Difcifks of Mofa 
either initiate^ or be initiated: It being equally 
wicked either to teach, or to Uam the Myfie- 
ries. — It is generally the Cafe with them, that 
no good Perfon is initiated ', hid Thieves, and Pi- 
rates, and mad Gangs of aUpminable and immodefi 
Women ; after parting with their Manejf to the ini* 
tiding Priefis:* Several of the Fathers have taken 

Notice * 
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Notice of* the fame Pai&ge in. di^ S^^ig^, $sA^ 
explained it in the fame Maonen 

For farther Proof of the Tttrfiimk in th A^/» 
rfes of JJii and Ofiris^ and-that it w«8 fo ffom the . 
Feginnin^f we need only confiilt Piodftus SUu/us, 
Lib. I. " IJis^ being overwhelmed with Griefibr:Cditio 
rbe Lo& of her HtifUnd Ofins^ took pvtioular Rl^o^- 
Care in dftfying him to cw^fkr^Ui hit Pitdmddt ^* '^ 
wrhich (he ordered to be petuliarfy honoured and ' 
adored in th^ Myfttrm* And the fame hoif hfii^s 
^^ttwH w«5 ob&nred wjth.the fame Cirenmm$s9 whctt 
caxried. iato^Qr/^ by Orpbtm : Wbeie the conu 
mon People, partly from lgnomice» an^. pertly 
frpm a Lovip of'the mov Gn/, (Pbalhu) wtatwtrf. 
fond of : bei^s in^^^J^ 

Muchonore might be coUc£tfed. (even from hudm 
I taed Aubort, howcfirer g^i^eirfdly fiy) concemii^ 
I the infamous Origin of the Mffi fries i which I pa6 . 
I over. But ihall add a Ward or two from Jof^u^ 
i (contra Apion.) of the ^ight of the Deitiesy which ' 
j the Initiated epjoyed. The^ Aci:Qunt» which he has 
from Manetio^ is thus : *' 4menofhi$^ who wanted jl!^. r, 
a Pretence for driving the Jfraelites out of Egyptf Cap. ft6> 
had a ftrong Defire of y?«9f /i»f Gtfir. This Defire ^^" 
he communicates to a Perfop deemed to be a P^r- . 
taker of the Divine Nature y on Account of .hit 
trophgtical KnenMl^ i who^ told him, that he 
might have a Sight of the Gm&» i£ he would spurge 
the Country of Lefrma and Vnckan People. Axid 
on&Char^emou alfoiptietends-he hath a Dream ftctm, 
Jfit to the fame Purpofe, vThas Caiammf. and 
Myfiery were employed £(& espelling thertroe Wet^ 
finppers of the Deity. Thefe pretended " yDrtams -j^.^^ 
/raw i/£f were the- common <^ft of /tha»iW<iw/«£; Sic. p, 
and ihe woidd t^mxojAt^J^fiiaktid'M Aiini^or V» «*« 

Vol* K. ft b Body. 
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Body, sad €yre their ineurahle Difiempers^^ Orns^ 
Uf whok Hafpiftefs fy IniHathm Amenophis afpired, 
was the 5«« if Ofiris and Ifis, (who frft injiituted 
the Myfteries) 4*id confequently the firfl imtiated 
King ; and thereby a Devotee to the Impurities bc- 
* fore-mentioned frdm DioJorus. 

Thiis mi^ht lead us toconfider ^t Antiquity of 
the Myfierieu Fw the bcft Chrono/ogers, particular- 
ly Archif/htf VJher^ place the Reign of Orus i9 
Egypt between one and two Himt^ed Tears before 
the Time of Mofes. And, if Numenius the Py- 
thagorean m«y be depended upotn, (and why ihould 
Praepif. hc flOt f) as' dted by Eufebius^ the Initiating 
Cap. l! ^A •«««« ^ Perfons that inftigated Pharoab tQ ' 
opprefs and perfecute the Hebrews* For, • having * 
inentibned the Initiations and other Jnfhutiom of 
thp Magi and Egyptians; te "feys, that ** Jamtes 
and Jamhrees, who opposed Mefes [he calls him 
Mj/Grw] when the Je^s were expelled Egypt^ were 
Egyptian Myflery-Priejis, and in high Reputation for 
lAagic,^'* Here we have the fame Miracle- Moh^f 
Cxo4«ir4 ^^rj, whom Mcfes calls the IFifemen^ the Sorcerersy 
'** ««</ Magicians of Egypt : — A PaiTage, which doq 

no great Cr^i/V to the Origin of the Myfieries j nor 
to .our modern Inftiatjers, wh.0 are mangling the 

Cofpel 
, The Eleufinsan Myfieries were indeed of a Ifitet 

Date ; fxA yet were celebrated in Greece 2X. no great 
Diftance of Time from the former. For the /Tn- 
Ur* on the Arusulelian Marbles colled thence, that 
they jcommenced about fourteen Hundred Tears be- 
fore Chrift ; whicjbi is x^ot above ninety Years after 
« ^e Deliverance from Egypt hyMofos. 

But whenever^ or however, they were brought 
|Qta Q^eci^ and tnuMferrad to the Honour of Cerei 

and 
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fnd Prqfirpina^ they were of t\it fame Nature^ ard 
obferved with equally chafte Ceremonies^ with thofe 
of JJtJi For (befides what has been mentioned al- 
feady of Jafion) Drodorw SiculuSi in his Account 
of the Myfieriesy writeth, " that Ceres for Uve to ^^j'* ?'_ 
Jafion^i to whom (he was ufed to grant the laft *^ 
Favour, came and Ihewod herfelf, with other Dei- 
tiesy at the Nuptials of his Slfler: — That indeed 
each Particular of the Myfleries was known only to 
the Initiaiedi who boafted much of the Pre/eme of 
the Deities, and the ^wonderful and fudden Relirf 
which they brought.*' 

One Contrivance for " giving the Initiated a 
Sight of the Di'vinitiesy was by means of a Looking- 
glafsy wherein none could fee their cman Faces^ but 
had a clear View of the Gods and Goddeffes,^'' This 
we have from Paufanias : And Eufebius relates the J^'b. U 
fame Thing. — So eafily might *weak People, and pi-jeLr* 
under the utmofl Afioni/hmenty be deluded- by Pi- Lib. &. 
gures behind a Glafs, in a proper Habit and Po^ ^f* '• 
^ure ; and e^oially by living Perfons, perfonating 
the Deities in any Manner they thpught fit. 

As a Proof of xht Indecencies, Sozomen writeth^ 
** that TheophiluSyBiJhop of Alexandria, egregioufly 'Ecclef. 
ridiculed and expofed to public View the fhanu' ^j^j, ' j^ 
ful Figures belonging to the Myfteries, the PhaUusi Cap. r^. 
. &c. which he brought out of the Pagan Temple* 
For which the enraged Heathens raifed a Tumult, 
and majfacred a. great Number of the Chriftians.^* 
— Even ,the initiated Paufanias ^ notwithftand^ng his ,. 
uibal Refervednefsy fometimes blirts out a little too Kuhnii, 
much, and intimates fomething fhamefui: — r" As ?• J95» 
frequent AJJignations j — the Pronenefs of the reli- j2o'5i9^ 
gious Females to Vinery ; — Mixture of the Qhfcene si^>y!^» 
and Miraculous ;*^ the Continuance of thc.£/p»- I^McS* 

b 2 Jtnum 
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Jmm FifthOal f6r a Wetii on the third Day 
'whereof all Mtdes^ even the DogSj are excluied\ 
but the next Day the Aff« are Admitted ' zxtiong 
them, when they pafs the Thne in Sportingy and 
hght Di/courfei'-^Xh£Jmours of Ceres ^ of a very ftrange 
Kind ; with the ^^rr^grenjomed ; — the Oh/cevities 
in the Myfieries of Qtprd, and fiiitable ^^ww." — 
>— A Man initiaiiJf and under an Oath of Silence^ 
^ottld not well have difcovered more of the trUi 
Nature of the MyfltHiSf and the Reafon why they 
' ODght k)Ot to be ditfulged. We are afiared too, that 
one Day of ike Eleufiniau FefrvalvinLS fet apart for 
tht Rites of Femu and Cufrd, and another for thofe 
of Bacchus: Both which were confefTedly heyorid 
meafure ahominahie. Nor will our Opinion be mo»e 
favourable, when we remember what Jthenaut 
lib. i3.» Writes: ^* ApeUety bebg extremtly defirous of 
drawing a Verms ftom the famous Fhrynt^ could find 
no Opportunity of feeing her naktdy without going 
to the Eieufnthm^and NfptUntan Games ; where jQie 
JhifpedherMf m the Sight of all the Men, and 
went into the 8to to 'Wafii '!terfe]£ Prom wliith 
Sight of Ue StyftkidQ&d^s^^at d>picU his idini- 
tMeVeftus Anadytmene^ rifingontdf the'Sea/* -^*I 
apprehend therefore thit no great Strtfs is' to be 
laid npon thofe initiated Authors, who have thought 
diemfdves obl^ed to fay nothing but what was 
food of the Mffteries ; or have talked of the Unity 
0f the Deityy as the great Secret of diem; per- 
haps to avoid the Shame of being thought Dupes 
to a Fookry^ or inquifitive into fomething njoorfe. 

Bat, as' I agree with Mr. Warburton, that nothmg 
is meant by Virgil in the Defcent of J&neas to Helly 
but hvi- Initiation into the Myferies ; It may afford 
fcmcLrght to obfervc, that not only JEneasy bat 

many 
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msary other MiitMt Hir^est rccorfcdi to have went 
down to Hi//, and afterwards to have been Jer/e^ 
and tranflated into Heaven, were all Knig/}ts of de 
' £fVMe Order e/f/fi Myperieu For Inftance, Bacchus^ 
Henu/es, TifefetUy Orf/nus, &c. 

Patifaniasy in his accurate Defcripdon of " a Lib. lo. 
Painting by Po/ygnotus, of U/yffes dejcendivg to He/l ^^P* **• 
U coft/u/t the Prophet TireJiaSy among other Figures 
takes pankular Notice of a Virgin with a Cheft 
-on her Knee, /i/^e thea ufed in the Myfieriet of 
Ceres ; ^md of Thefius and Perithous fitting on « 
T/jrone,^"* as was ufual for the Imtiated. 

In the Comedy of Arifiophanes called the Progs, » 
•aftcd the Defcent of Bacchus to He//, attended 
with Xanthias as his Efquire, to fetch up a Poet fit 
^%0'9ntite^PetHegyric'0ttthe Myfteries. But thus i^ys 
the Scho/iaft, (Vetfe ^75.) " It Is to be und^u 
%l>ody that, thodgh he feems to fpeak of the kiiti-* 
^ated 45 In He/l, in reality he sieaneih the MyfterHts 
^mt'S/etifis i thai beiifg properly the €eene of ^ 
'-OfSKmi:^ So that, taking this %^th \u, we '4k 
*kt Inta the chief ^TrmffitOions offdhtfdhtts of tht 
'*MJIfiiHtes, tinder the C<5Ver tS '"Bacchus^ s V^age H 
^he^M^ir"ttegions. ** After AotPrepamtkn, anil Vef.140 
InftruSiion frMn *one Of the Adepts, Itnd paying 
Charon the Ferryman his Fare, (for no Pay, no Paf 
fage) they are ferenaded by a Chorus of croaking 
Frogs, [The Emblems of Papa/ Impofiers, Rev* 
xvi. 13.] After paffing the ^Airi i2/<i^^, they are 143^, 
terrified out of their Senfes by the Sight of Mon- 490 -• 
fiers. Serpents, ^Hobgob/im, SpeShres continually vary- 
ing their Forms, and other Apparitions of Daemons, 
They arc fhewn the Dirt, Mud, and Excrements,, 
in which the Profane and Uninitiated wbHow: Then 
are inveloped in Darhiefs, a^d are brought to the 

verf 
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^ery Gate •/ Fkio. Happinefi however Cdmes iif 

Vcr. 1^2 j^g Turn, and Serenity after a 5/^iw : AJwUen ra* 

tHant Splendor of L^ht furrounds them, and the 

306. dreadful SpeQrei vanifh. The7 are blefied with the 

^54* Sight of beautiful Ladies^ and have the free Vfe of 

295.-... them; HarlotSf and Inib-oments of Pleafure, of 

4x0- XQ« ^^ ^^4r^/ ; are delighted with Songs^ Mufc^ and 

SS^- Dancing j the Afy^ic Torch, and Night-Rebels ; en- 

33^-^« ter into all Sorts of ri£culous, loofe, and ohfcene Dif- 

375 • courfei all Manner of CZsMwr, Tumult m and Ribaid' 

770. O^J wi^^ ox!ti&t facred Sportings. They have a 

Converfation with jEaeus, one of the infernal Gmt- 

y^ri ; and are handfomely entertained by ^eeit 

79 5« Pro/erf ine. And JEacus fairly acknowledgeth, that 

there are few good Perfom in that Place, There are 

^i—. too Prayers and Hymns to Ceres, and ta other /ra/ir;/ 

Deities, of a xmu «xr^ peculiar Stamp,^'* 

The CharaSer given to one of the ^(7/<!ir/Vi I 
94o«-. leave to fuch as sue fond of it^ ** It i» the Bufineft 
of the Man of Prudence, who hatji his Senfes about 
him, and hath made feveral Voyages, always to be 
fuming himfelf about, and not ftand, like a Statuf, 
in one Attitude, "^1 will reprehend him £rft, that 
, ye may know what a Boafter and Imfoflar he isr 

and how he hath decei^oid the S$e^atoriC\ 
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